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Interview with George S* Smith
Gearyj Oklahoma, - -

.^ George <E. S&ith was born on November 3, 1865

at Hancock County, Illinois, and aame to Oklahoma

City on December 3, 1890, from Northeastern Kansas,

(Jackson County) in a covered wagon driving a small

mule tennu rIt took me around two months to make

the trip to Oklahoma because I camped out on the way

and would spend several days in one place,

When I arrived in Oklahona Oity, I had nothing;

to do and had to eorn my way. I bought a sod plow

that consisted, of three rods and a shear; then, I

went to work breaking prairie with my small mule

team. It was a huge job and very hard work b«c'use

all the open spaces were to be broken for crops. The

prairie was covered with tall blue stem ??rr?ss that

grew from two to six feet tall* 'This grass had to be

burnt off before my plowing oould be started and this

srns done by burning small patches at a tima to "keep

down destroying prairie fires*
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The plowing also was done in small ten to fifteen

aero lands s tar t ing the plowing fr/wi the^u t s ide of the

la:id,and olowiny toward the center. The planing that.,

could'be d me in a day was between, one and a half to

two acjres «nd we received from $1.00 to $2.00 a# acre

for breaking pra i r ie ; th i s wna not verf hi,«;h warres for"'

the work was hard but a dollar was worth more then

than notf,

I then broke prair ie south ->f '-<ll H?no-until the

Olisyenne surd Arapaho opening and made the run but I
•

did not ho:tes* jad u n t i l ab.) :t a - j n t h ^ j f t e " the r ace ;

then-. I f i l ed claira oa the North quar te r of Section 3 ,

Township l.'i, aange 11 making the t r i p in the same

covered wa.̂ on in wMc\ I had driven from Kansas. I

a lso had i*r "batcv:in^" o u t f i t which. I had when I caae

fnm Kansas, so I b u i l t a dugout and s t a r t e d l i v ing

on Tiy clni-i as sojn as I f i l e d . I had to buy a l l my

suppl ies in ^l Reno and i t was twenty-s ight miles-ftway

so our tVips t» market were few. "'e b u i l t a house as

soon as poss ib l e , aftefwS® ^ a ^ s e t t l e d on the claim.
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I atill broke prairie for a feyt mdnths after. I set-

tled on uiy claira but after getting started on my

own land I had little, time for other work.' My-ex-'

.tra time was then spent in raising livestock and '"

after a few year-s I purchased more land and have

devoted the rest of ray life since then to farming.*
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