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1. Neme __ _°  Mr, J. M Southard
2. Post Office Address Anadarkej Okla homa.
AL <
3. .Realdeque _address (or locatlon) '
4. DATE OF DIRTH: Vonth * - Day _- Vear 1852
L Toe M
5. Place of birth _7 Texas V-
6. Yamé of FatherThomes. Southard ' Place of birth Missouri
, . ~ 1 Y .
" #0ther” inforialion about father _deceased
/ . N B
7. Name of Mother 'Mary Boxley Place of birth Missouri

] ‘I .
Other iqformaﬁibn about mother Deceased

Iotas o completa era+ive by. the field worker dealing with the
life and story of he person interviewed. Refer to lanual for

" suggested Subjects and questi = i on blank sheets if
. necessary and atthh flrmly to thls form. Number of sheets -

attached [ . .. S .
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I was born in 1852 in.Texas. 1 left missouri in 1380

in a covered wagon with my brother and sister; my father

and mother having disd a few years before and i bgﬁng the

i 3¢ . . ‘ .. EX

oldest one, throwing the responsibility pp’me to mike tae
: D !

WaY e [

We left ..issouri for Pexas , and came through the
Choctaw Indian nation and’ crossed part of the vhickdsaw .

Nation, «t that time there were very few roads and no
fences ™ we came into the indian Perri tory atrthe'north- N
R ‘. '°] ’
east side and crossed tueChickasaw Nation by tishomingo.

<

—Hhile Croﬁsing ﬁbrough the Indian @erriLory , We camped
at indians' houses. ihen the. Choctaws livzd in one-roomed |

log houses or‘halfldugoutsi thé& ﬁeré’vér _friendly; they

. didn't live like the uomanche indians didﬂ;as.l was over
in the Uomsnche 1§ai§n ¢country later and they lived in
tepees. .:hélchocpaws lived in log hquggs ané half dugouts,

5 but'§hey didn't have aﬁybbedsteadé or stgves. they slept.‘

e . MR /
on the floor on blankets and skins. |
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. these smell fields woild he fenced with rail fonces.
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The mlxed breed lived like the white peoole, they would

w

-~

‘have furniture; but the full bloods thet I camned wi%h didn't

/

haye any furniture and they cooked what they ate in a pot

end all they would have, would be some kind of_méetfend corn -

2
~

° 3 ' e
cooked together. - ¥

-

The Choctaws didn[tﬂfar% much, They -ould have & small
gatch of.tgm fuller corn. ‘hile crossing fh; Cﬁoct;w Nation
i’nevér sa% very meny cattle, buf I a1d see lots of wild
horses; they were 1ittle horses. There wasn't much cotton;

just a small patch here and there end smell oatchas”of‘cqrnj

~

A8

I camneﬁ>5ne night at ola Q"conewall in the’Chickasaw

Nation and from there untll I crossed Red River ell 1 saw

wes copton% large corn r1elds , and cattle. Nost of thq*

-

cattle were white face,- what wer celled Texes cattle.

I camped at Tishamingo e few Agys ss I"had -] éouéim‘
/\;’ ' - U ’ )
who hed married & Chickasaw Indien.named Love and they were

-

supposed to be living near’TishominFo,' I finally located

4

him so'my brother and I'left our sister_therfe with our

-
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~cousin and we went on into Taxes.
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. v . s ..‘ .
Ve rented & farm neer Denison, Texas)and went to farming.

«e farmed trere until‘ihé&snring of 1396 when we sold out

-

and came to the indkﬁn Territory, end went to work on the

Sante. Fe raiiroed, fHbt wes building thr ugh the Chiekssaw
Netion.
" Wle went to work helping cut the right-ofway from where

&

krdmore, Oklahome is now. Then there wes only a store at

Ardmore and a few log houses. At one time tr~se log houses
had béen headquartershfbr the "Snv;nEhnndred.R&hch", or thet
wes what I was told by -1d’ settlers working on thls rail-
broed. e worked a few months bn the ral Irosd end we quit IR

end' settled on thp Yashi ta riVer south of where Daugherty,

Oklahome,is now,right et the foot of the Arbuckle mountains’

At ‘thet time if .you foundréattle or hogs thet had no ™ " L
brend or merks on them all you had to do was to put your. /iéfu
mark or branﬂ on them and they were youré. You hed to have ﬁrﬁi ;

'§EE;_S;8nd and mark reé&stered in the capitol‘bf‘the*ﬁﬁféka-

“saw Netion. There were lots of wild.horses in ‘thet part . e
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of the country. de would catcH these horses and break them

* to ride and sell them to the ranch vEners.around over the i
. \ ‘ - 3

country, e were living there when the first trein went
' over the new reilroad thet we hed worked on. Our log house -
wes within ebout two hundred yards of the reilrosdi tirefiret—

trein went through there in 1387. That year we sold out -

-

" whet ' cattle and hogs we owned end myfbréther went back to
Missouri and I dri®ted back into Texes. I never saw.my

brother or sister anymore until 1900. At that ‘time we metf.

2t our sister's house, she had merried en® was living neer

Milburn ip ‘the Chickesaw Nation. I now live witﬁ my “daughter

_ at Anederko. ‘At the time of this writing, I am-Wisitfne
. . . e ‘ "",’ / ,
my sister at Pauls Valley. _ - D
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