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' Interviewee, liuth Kerbo, •
- •- • May 25, 1937. ' .

Interview with Mr. J . B. S.mith,.
îangum, Oklahoma, l^oute 3.

rorn October PI, 1868, .,
J i l e s UAinty, Tennessee.

v Parents .'dhn 3 . ^nith, Tennessee.
/•vments Ulenf,, 'icnnessee.

i , ^. h. 3icith,and wife, came to Jreer bounty in 1897

from Dontpn County, ie>,as. *.̂ r l i f e ' s parents-ond their

family came with us , • .<̂ £<*h family traveled in a separate

covered waron, bringing'with them ei>ou/.-li sunplies for the

trip-ana a camping ou t f i t . It was in i.eeeinoer and the

vreather was cold and reiny. A blizrard struck us etri.'Oans

Orossing/ sowh /of' Al̂ us~o"n"T,,"Qd K

.. . . ;

.to .death. V»e were-•eight dsys making the ' t r ip from

*exas to G-reer bounty. , . . _^-"" ' '•

"hen 7?e l e J t Den ton County., "lexas, everybody there told

us that v.t would starve to death t..ay cut here in this vdld

•* Dlains country,,but T??e wanted a home and^'Gecided we would
•* - * *

try it ĥe
wife 's ,brother v:asvco^respo^<iiiig Mth a man
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^reer.County, who insis ted on.our coming. He boasted the

country so highly we decided we would have a bet ter chan e

to get a home'thfcn we would have if we remained in Texas

when- we arrived at our destination, we stayed two o

three days v/ith i.ir. Ernest Ohaney and his mother. The

Chaney family were k i l l ing hogs the day we arrived and th4y

gave us some fresh meat for supper. ... - • • \

*,/'e homesteaded th i s place four miles east and five miles

.south of Mangura and have never moved off of i t . • ,; u x

ihe f i r s t year we were iiere we rented'.some "land from

. Dr. Cherry whose land joined mine on the southwest. There

were: no Improvements on my' place and I did not have any land

broken edther. Dr. Cherry had a- hou^e bui l t on his place.

_̂_.HelJ._ejt_ji3 l_iv_e_j.n a, part of his^ housB and I farmed his land

,the f i r s t year, ' made sixteen bales of cotton and received

five cents a pound for i t . I hauled a load to Quanah and

, "Received-$25.00 for i t . , ' t . .

.^^.;'v'. I-made a half dugout to live in un t i l we could make

\fiMofiey enough to buy lumber for a holise. ihe dugout"was

^ r t een feet by sixteen feet with a. plank roof "and d i r t on top

, -of̂  the planks. I t had a d i r t f loor . Snakes and.centi5ed.es
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were very numerous in our dugout, 'jowetiriied v •••m\ti'

would f a l l on the <jtove. e- live-i in this" tiuaout

-'fcwo-ryear*''"SHM '-thB-n -at-t-et ms^iinf•-another {̂ aoti eron, ^.-weiit. „•. ' ' /

to wuansh ano nauie-i out the lumbe^ fo^ OUT house.

cano. jh«" Tiiiter^ v^v nil-* eu<- wfV/on) at'"?.' miv feeO out

shippeo our t«n oows'"an'' oiiv iufnitur»- yi'ioi- uenton

nty. ,iexa<3, to wunnaU RU' v/f»it in our.

to-l>rin£ thei'i back.

Gov

" I • •
,1 .€• .got most of our .«--roeerie? fro» i..ang.ui'-.. ' -.verythiiig

was awfully high thougU as*th©y iia- t«- ' 'rel0i« everything

in wagons from Vernon and wuauah. ,& ̂

;«e soon got e s t a r t of chicken?? and ha<i'plenty of b u t t e r

eggs and chickens iv e a t . .»he*f- helped <?ut on our

We had "to haul vrooo. frot. the mountains npar .^here Lugert

i^ now. ihen as the country beg«su tc s e t t l e Up, there wer© so

many people go-ing over there foi WDod tha^ the i^od began

. to get-scarce. Then we hacl to.go farthe - oii into Indian ,

to g^t i t . ;ve TrouXd go. th i r ty miles.



afraid/ of//th'e fndian&J I hatf/hear'd so

i.iean /bh^gs they wo îld do,'th$t when/1,

I mbu$4 get out of the i*

ais possible./ $ut on one Oc/ca'siori, / I i i t t le Bow,

Chief, aaughx a bunch of us'with vjpoaf and roade

off./ He njever/put the Jioney in his/poi/iets while

/ ' /t Ijeld i t in his hands./ ne//hadvja ..inchester/

toi go th i r ty ..:iles for wood/it *wo»ld jakp

/ •

.and \?il'd 'grapes, vr&rp the oijly f ru i t w& cbulc

arly days, but we surely madia good- use'/pf/them;

so part ies in buggio3 and/carifiy breaking v̂ as a

icrawdLoJ

•r-anite on/foicnics and v/ould

. Then we v;ou*l̂  w on fishing Ibrips.

lots -of good fish in the streams especially in

$k* . There were—a^f ew 'antelop^ here.

Ooyoiies were very numerous, ihey/would, catch iux'

chickens "in the day time, they had a Tpai.l across o/ur place;.

Sometimes ••filToae big Lof er wolves woulis run our



rode on the " f i r s t t r r i n on the nor, ' . <; •• . .-pil

6ad tiiroufji ihe country to iohi to I > - J 1 S , j c x a s . "nis \hh

free t r ip - for* a}V iklahoinsns to --o and see the l&ke at /•

ich i l - >':i I s .

i ff.s; vtc-rian ,.'"m-eh 1n" thr

t 'tr.e t-rn1fr i^V.p'ol ft^u-c,• one ;.ilr> south t f our

c -.;ip;". r~-out i r

schr-ol .cr.

re"'" c-un

i : ^ . en , aavo .,'-u n .

tiTl \j xc i i. «ij:.stiTl

.; r'( c eautifu -'-.r^r V-

i t u n t i l

r/-V- o ther '

."'r r l a c o ; ' Axis Vvc.ll a f f o r d s I e n ;
T o : K a i - r Tor s t o c " : end

' ' * • / ' • ' ' "' • ' %

\'As 1: vt-f- been Cae*ancc v^ '^ t -because - t - . t r e i s s u c h s s t r o n g

. ' ' - • • ' • •

^treazn o'f v^ter.-tliat i't ]»,-̂ r-«..cvc,r toei.. lurr.rca cvy. , i a s

"v.rli i s abou t'-tweiity ^ e i t i e c p . - '-


