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Interview with Mr. J. B. 3mith;.
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wangum,’ Lklehoma, Loute 3.
forn vctober 21, 1868, )
. Jiles Guunty, Tennessee.
. ! . x
X ) ' o
. v rarents John 3. 3nmith, Yeunescee.
" Amente Lilent., 'icnnessee.
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i, 4. pe 3iith,end wife, came to Greer vounty in 1897

from Denton County, sexas.
! \ . .

"y uvife's parents.and their

ceoh femily treveled in a scparate

T ~

family ceme with us., -
covered wason, bringing with ithewm ernourh sgﬁplies for the

*
"

Y - s | ~
trip. and a cemping outfit. It was in .ecember and the o

~

weather was cold and rainy. & blizrard struck us et-ioans

orossiyg/'souﬁh,or'hlfuson Fed River and 1 thoughtwe would

Irecze 10 Geath. .e werc eight deys making the ‘trip from

28

., _ 1y wife's BRother

.exas to Sreer County. . . . “",/f”‘i”
hen we le.t Jenton cvounty, Texss, everybédy there told

- . L e

e

us that we would sterve to desth «.ay out here in this wild

plains country,.but we wanted & home and decided we would

try ‘it nere.
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vas~ corresponding with a man in
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Sreer. County, who insisted on.our coming. He boasted the.
country so highly we decided we would have a better chance
to get athome'ﬁhan we would have if we remained in Texas.

» ‘,l

vhenr we arrived at ouf deetinaﬁioﬁ, we stayed two o :
three days w1th WP, Srnest Chaney and his mother. ‘he .
chaney family were killlng hoos the day we arrived and théy

zave us some fresh mezt for supper. " g o : -

\ie homesteaded this place four miles east end five miles

.south of Xengum and have never moved off of it. R .

1he first year we were here we rented some ‘land from

...‘ A

ir. Cherry whose land joined mine on the southwest. There . .
were: no #provements on my place and I did not havé any land

broken either. DLr. Cherry had a house built on'his place.

e let us llve in a part of his house end I farmed his land

the f;rst year, made saxteen bales of cotton and received

e~

flve cents a pound for it, I hauled a load to Qnanah and

reeelved 825, 00 for .it.

’

x}l I made a half dugout to live 1n untll we could make

: g@ehey enough to buy lumber for a hduse. *he augout‘was fouf%
ig teen feet by sixteen feet with a, plank roof ‘and dlrt on t0p
"5‘ . ,f‘
~4g01‘the planks. \It had a dirt floor. Snekes and?centlgedes
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were Venyﬁhumﬁrous in our dugont. owetimed o unnfipeﬂp

would fall on the atnve. e lived in this dumout for .

fwawveara ‘and fhen atter makinr anathpw goad eron, . went . .””,wjr

to wuanah and navlad out the lumbav fo* onyr houas,

.
» h v

seed made awrylly w0 o in the ner erouwr  egeedias Ly .

A

cane. 1haf winters wers mils suo we vonl  atae our feed out

_ih lon. ricke an eover {r wigh atelke.
Ye shippdd our 1w eowe ‘ane our tutniture fror penton

vounty. :exas, t0 yuanah ane went iu ouL REZONA averTRo

-

qusiah to-bLrinz them bach. * : S L
e got moat of our srvceries Tror .angwn. wvery thing .-

was awfully high though as ihey uaar o “reigh! everything

L

in wagons 1 rom Vernor end uuauah. - : ; \
/ el - EN | . ‘.

we soon got e stavt ot chlchens ano ‘haa ulentv of but&er

.

. v . v' ’
a0 8gas and»chickens o eah. ,hese helped out on our grocery ]
bill. : . ’ .

o
i

We had to haul wuog fror. the mountains near where Lﬁgert
ia Nno vi. 1heﬁ as the éountry begai o settle‘uﬁ.ihere we?é 80
nmny people going over there fox voou tha{ the wnod began | P

‘.to gejlscarge. Than we had vo g0 farthe oﬁ 1nxo Indiag
e LT / 3 LT
Terpitoxy to get it. Se would goAthirty mi;qs. T
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u get out of fhelr :rlt ry

f
2/ - . ‘e R .
éﬁt on one Ggcgsion,

/ ttl7 Bow,

'u t%/go thlrgy :iles fj; wood /it would akp

frult WJ CZLl%

pk. . fhere~weré\a few antelo- here.
COyo es were very numerous. ‘hey ouldfcatch ur

bhlekens xn the day tlme thev ‘had a l ail aCTosSs

.

d those bla Lofer wolves wou G run our do
=, —
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& rode on the Tirst trsin on the nes . ¢o ¢ L hril

g%ad tnrougﬁ the countiry to ichita Trils, Jcxas. il
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'« irec trip Torf all tklahomens to .o end 3ee Lhe lohe ot
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