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X f f l t 3* Jackson, Interviewer
April 21 , 1937*

Ogage Fraternal- Rel ig ious L i f e .

The following article la taken from the f i l e s of the

late Wt S, Ir'sGuire. Mr, y.oGuire'B papers are in the pos-

session of his s ister , stoa. W» B« Frederick, 119 Horth

7/lifoling, Tolsa, oki-ibonm.

Few realize the difficulty in securing facts^ that are

really &nd truly facts , from th« history of a tribe of people

who hare no written language} of haying to depend upon the word

of nouth handed dovm from one generation to another. Vary few

Inllan8 of the Osage, or any ether tribe , lenow much of their

own history. In getting the true history , one must depend ppon

the older men. cf the tribe, and thoae whose forefathers have

talcen pains to instruct thoir sons of the true happenings of

the tribe. During the writer's acquaintance with th<=? dsage

Indians, which has l a s t e d through a period of a l i t t l a

than f i f t y years , he has beea given a great mnny Conf l i c t ing

statements, even from prominent members f the tritre* However,

there are a few, among whom I would nanie our present Chief,

Fred Lookout and h i s * i f e , Baconrind, Ne-Kah--*ah-sae-tou-lcah,

Corndropper, Chief Strilcoax, and a fe».
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whom the writer has received substantial information

from t ioe to time through a l l t h i s period of year*.

The Indians, both 0sages and other t r i b e s , gen-

eral ly were divided into two great e lans . The Osages

applied the words "ebeso" aad "hunkah" to these two

elans. "Hunkah" means an eagle , and not only an

•agle, but carries with i t the character is t ics of the

eagle . Ha i s brave, f i erce and strong. This clan

represents those who were the warriors of the t r i t e*

They kept a sharp lookout for the enemy, and were

known as the protectors of ta» women and children and

weaker members of the t r ibe . "Che*©* had reference to

those who were the councilman of the "hunkah" and were

supposed to give council to the "hunkai" before:they

could go to b a t t l e . The two d a n s were supposed to oo.un-

c i l with each other on a l l questions pertaining to the

tr ibal welfare. You can see that they uttri. good reason-

ing in t h i s respect', as the object was the ssae as our
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Oongress of the Onitad s t a t e s , to check hasty aoft un-

wise l eg i s la t ion or act ion.

They are a l so divided Into other clans which

correspond to the animal and bird kingdoms. The "hunkahs"

represent the bird kingdom eat t h e i r names s ignify so»e-

thlng oonneoted with t b t t kingdom. We nave in our ac-

quaintance suoh men in th i s clan as Jred lookout» the

Red Eagles, the Bleo&birds, and a l l members whose names

are in some way taken from birds* we have in the animal

kingdom prominent members, one of whom i s Baoonrind,

Interpreted t h i s means Sah-she-hah, whioh interpreted,

ffleans 3fah-she- the driM fat of the bear, H»-the skin

of the bear. There are many others known to J-,h* >odt

people of Fawhuaka, suoh as Yellow^Horse, Roan Horse,

Lit t le Bter, Big 51k and others . You w i l l notice i f

you investigate and interpret the meanings of thearf

names, that they are a l l connected with one or the o ther

of these clans.
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Fraternal Organizations*

When I f i r s t came among the 0sages, they had an

on that was known aa "Taking the Dora".

This was a fraternal ana religious organization re-

sembling aa far aa I oould Judge the fraternal organ-

izations of their white brothers* The members of

th i s were chosen from both the olans of tha tr ibes ,

liambera of the olan would s i t in eounoil and pass

judgment on the worthiness of the name a suggested for

membership. Those who were ehosen usually had done

•onething of an extraordinary nature for the tr ibe .

Little oould be learned of the Inside working of the

order, as i t was s tr iot ly a aeoret organization, con-

s ist ing of seTen degrees* Bow thase degrees were ex-

emplified, the writer be.s newer been able to learn*

After ha ring completed the work of the orier, they were
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tattooed in suah a way as t o d i s t i n g u i s h them from

other members of the t r i b e . ' This orgaaiaat ion i s

now e x t i n c t , or a t l e a s t - h a s ceased to funct ion .

Religion.

The Indians have always been religious, having

great faith In Qod, to whoa the/ always refer as the

Greet Spirit. The headmen seem to always ttonault tea

Great spirit before entering into any transaction of

note. They prayed for the Great Spirit to direct

then in battle and pursuit of game, and in the affairs

of their tribal government, in siokneas and in death.

Especially in death would they go to the Great

Spirit for rel ief , as they attributed their loss to

eotas serious mistake that they had oe.de. Usually they

attributed their lose by death to theE Ml &&&*/%% j

which was administered by some enemy,either of their

own people or of the white man* So out of th is worship



' 29-i

1BQUIBB, W. S. INTSH7IKW. "5&08

and r e l i e f came t h e i r custom of sanding out a war

party a f t e r the death of <$ f r i end had occurred f t o

take the s c a l p of BOOM supposed enemy in order t o

appease th« wrath of the E v i l s p i r i t by whom they '

had been a f f l i c t e d . Af ter the period of mourning

was over , which we a of d i f f e r e n t l e n g t h s , u s u a l l y

s i x t y or n i n e t y days» a war perty was organized by

the oh ie f mourners and i t was t h e i r order to take the

sca lp o f the f i r e t person whom they net*

The l a s t party of t h i s kind w&to l e d by B i l l Connor

and three Strikers. I had this story from B i l l ' s own

l ips . They prooeeded to the plains of Western Kansas.

The f irst person appearing to their view was a ' lone

horseman, a white man, riding on the barren plains.

The Indians immediately upon spying him, proceeded at

grift- sptfed-, as they always rode their best horses on '

these oobasions. They soon overtook and surrounded the

rider. Connor's horse had fallen into a dry hole in the
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prairie aad dismounted him, but he was soon astride

a splendid horse again and joined the Indians who had

the wrn surrounded. The white man, seeing that Connor

had sons white blood, f e l l on h i s neok and begged p i t*

eouely for aercy. Bi l l* 8 statement was to the e f fec t

that he oounoiled the Oeage f u l l blood* to re lease t h i s

man, ae the government was watching vary c lo se ly ac ts

of thia kind and it they took the l i f e of th lr man,

hie head would probably be required tor the crime. Be

f ina l ly prevailed upon the Indiana to take h i s counsel.

The next man they met was a .'/ichita Indian chie f .

One of two of the party, e i ther Connor e r Three s t r iker ,

severed tfas head of the Wichita Indian,and brought i t

back to camp, showing that they had complied with the

order of the mourners. This act proved tu >w quite

serioua for the 0sages a s the Eichita* assembled t h e i r

warriors and caae to Pawhusks t o demand a sett lement.
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They f irs t ested for the head of Connor. Connor, of

oourse, had made hlmeeif conspicuous by his absenoe

at t h i s particular ti-^e. A *ar council was called,

and a Mttlamant was agreed upon̂  whereby the Osagea

were to giwe the Wichitas three hundred poniec, a

considerable sum of money and many blankets. This,

as far «a the writer knows, was the last war party

that went out to carry out the custom that had hither-

to baen practioed.

Tfae Indians be Here that the future haven of

rest fOi* fckem is a great oountry of ttHappy Hunting

Grounds", wbere there wi l l be no white men to destroy

their game or to Jraeapt their lands.

It has been said of some of the Indian tribes

nat least that thay ar^aax *orshipper». This is

daniad by one of our old friends, namely Frank Oorn-

dropper, who corrected this error by explaining in

a splendid way why the Indiana look toward the sun

whan they pray. His etatananV*&8 to the effedt that
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$he sun was greet , and Ood was great, and the t they

f e l t that Ood only knew of the movements and functions

of the sun. Consequently, when looking at the sun when

they pray, i t holds the i r thoughts nearer to Qod and

Bi s works, for the sane purpose they look toward the

mountains, when they pray, because the mountains are

great and make them think of Qod* They look towar*

the flowers, and t r e e s and h i l l s , a l l of which re-

mind* them that there i s a Oreat Spir i t who d i rec t s

the creation of a l l these th ings . The- same man said

that the Indian, he was sure, had more f a i t h than the

white man (SB they had always f e l t that they must depend

upon the i r Ood to protect them in the ir business trans*

act ions , as they f e l t t h e i r great weakness as compared

with the strength of t h e i r white brothers.

Boas Li fe .

In »any respeots the home l i f e of the Indian i s

superior to that of aany white people. Especial ly a s
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to their treatment of their obildren. In a l l of my

long experiences and observation* of the Indiana,

they have never been known to in f l i c t corporal punish-

ment upon the ir children. They scold them sometimes,

r&ry severely; and i t seems to break the heart of the

ohild when the parents berate him. or her.

panes and Sports,

As has been observed by both new and old se t t l ers

of this country, the young Indian men are very a th le t i c .

They are very fond of the white man's sports, especially

of baseball and footbal l , and excel in these games. Be-

fore their advent, games of tad older people would amuse

them. They played what they c a l l e * hand-ball. They

played this by choosing sides equally of men and women.

The woaen seated themselves on the grasses of the hunt-

ing grounds, they then would proceed to contest, guess-

ing in which hand a small ball was held. The women chose
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two ot their number wbo were supposed to be quickest

of eye and then the uwn the same on their side of

the* l ine . One of the women who was c cm aide rod quick

In the movement of her hand a would he given the bal l ,

and she would pa»8 it rapidly from one hand to the

other, oonoealing it in any way she sew f i t , then ex-

tending the hands closed. Otte of the men on the other

side w«» asked to point with a pointer to the hand that

he supposed contained the ball* If he guessed rightly,

there was a stick or arrow stuck into the ground on

the men*3 side* If he missed, there were no changes

nade. After three guesses, the ball passed to the l ine

of the men. The most expert of the men were chosen,

and the performance continued until seven points were

made by one side or the other* There were seven points

in the gans. The result would be that the winning aid*

could do their danoee in the presence of the other and

receive pressnts fr&rtbt*; ^ - * » -. \ •-*•*



300

MCQUIRE. W. 1. 3NTSRV1SK. 5805.

12 4

The younger men played a game that «e would oall, •

basket ball* They had a net on the end of a stick*

Two linea stood a oertaln dlatency apart. The line

which had the ball pleoed it in the net and threw

the ball from the net* The opposite side must oatoh

the ball in the net that was on their end of a stick,

do they proceeded to the end of the guns, which n s

similar to that of hanct bull, some of the Ycnafr In-

diana became vary expert in both tossing and receiving

the ball . These ware happy times for the Indian, and

if you were in the camps of the old aen today, you

would no doubt hear them lamenting the fact that suoh

conditions are never to return to thea. Their only

hope now is ia the great future, whan the Happy ̂ Hunt-

ing Oround wil l be reached and they wi l l dwell in

peace, surrounded by DM game oovered h i l l s and prairies

of their hunting grounds.


