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Rffie S. Jackson, Interviewer )

Osagze Fraternales Religious Life.

The following srticle is taken froar the files of the
late ¥, E. MeGuire., Nr, ¥nGuire's papers ere in the DPOBe
session of his sister , Mra., W, B. Frederick, 119 North
%“heeling, Tulsa, Ckishoma,

Few realize the diffieulty in securing fsots that are
really snd truly facts, from the history of a tribe of peopls
who hove no written language; of having to depend upon the word
of mouth handed dowvn from one generation ¢o sisther. Very few
Inkians of the Osigc, or\eny cth;r trive , know mmch of their
owm history. In getting the true history , one must depend wpon
the clder men ¢f the tribe, and those whose foref:uthers have
taken pains to ipstruct their sons of the true harpenings of
the tride. During the writer's mcquaintance with the Bsage
Indians, which has lasted through a period of a litile more
than £ifty years, he has bee: given a zrest many conflicting
statemants, even from prominant’nnmbers £ the trive. However,
there are a fow, emong whom I would name our present Chief,
Fred Lookout and his wife, Baconrind, Ne;k8h~Wah--ho-ton—kah,

Frank Corndropper, Chief Strikeax, -nd a fe, OtheTs T
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whom the writer has recelived sudstantial information
from time to time through all this period of years.

The Indians, both Osages and other trit‘).ea, gen~
erally were divided into two great clans, The Osagea
applied the words "gheso™ and "hunkah* to theas two
clsns. “Hunkah® means an easlo,'and not only an
eagle but cerries with it the sharacteristics of the
eagle. He is brave, fierce and strong. This clan
represents those who were the warriors of the trivwe.
They kept a sharp lookout for the snemy, and were
known as the protectors of the women and children and
weaker members of the tribe. "Cheso™ had referencs to
those who were the councilmen of the "hunkah” and were
supposed to give ocouncil to the "huniau" before:they
eould go_ to battle. The two clans were supposed to cqQun-
0il with each other on all questions pertaining to the
trival welfare. You can seo that they usod good resson~

ing in this respmot, as the object was the ssame as our
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oongreéss of the United States, to check hasty and un-
wise legislation or action.

They are also divided into other cleans wﬂich
ocorrespond to the animal and bird kingdoms. The "hunkahs”
represent the bird kingdom emé their names signify some-
thing oonnected with that kinglam. We have ;j;our ad-
qQuaintance such men in this clan as }rOd Lookout, the
Red RBagles, the Blackbirds, and all members whose names
are in soms way taken from birds. We have ip the animal
kingldom prominent msmbers, one of whom is Baconrind,
Interpreted this means ¥ah-she-bah, which interpreted
means Wah-she- the driéd fat of the dear, Ha-the-skin
of the bear. There are many others known to “hy ook
people of Pawhuska, such as Yellow'Horse, Roan Horse,
Little Bear, Big Elk and others. You will notice if
you investigate and interpret the meanings of thesé
namén that they are all oconnected with one or the other

of these clans,
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Fraternal Orgsnizations.

. When 1 first came among the Osages, they hed an
orgrnization that was known as "Taking the Dove".
This was a fraternal and religious organization fo-
sembling as far as I could judges the fraternal organ-
izations of their white brothers. The members of
this were chosen from both the clans of ths srides,
Msmbers of the clan would sit in souncil and pess
Judgment on the worthinsas of the namss suggested for
nembership, Those who were chouzi usually had done
something of an extreordipary na%ure for the tribde.
Little oould be learned of the inside working of the
order, as it was strioctly a sesaret erganiz&tion, con-
sisting of seven Qogruq. How thase degrees were &x-

-emplified, the writer Les never been able to learnm.

After having ocomple%ed the work of the oxder, they were
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tattooed in such & way aa to distinguish them from
other msmbers of the tribe. This organization is

now extinct, or at least.has ceased to funciion,

Religion,

The Indilans have glways been religious, having
groat fdith in God, to whom they always refer as the
Great Spirit. The headmen seem to always tonsult the
Great Spirit before entering into any trensaction of
note. They prayed for the Qreet Spirit to direct
them in battle and pursuit or'gamo, and in the affeairs
of their tribel government, in sickness and in death.

Especially in desth would they go to the Greal
‘ 'Bpirit for relief, as they attributed their loas %o
ome serious mistake that they had mede. Usually thofr

v

attributed their loss by death to the E vil SPiriN . R £
which was administered by aome enemy,either of their

own people or of the white man, S0 out of this worship
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and Leldef came their custom of sending cut a war
party after the desth of &‘ friend had occurred, to
take the soalp of soms supposed enemy in order %o
appease the wraeth of the Rvil 3p'irit by whom they
had been afflicted. After the period of mourning
was over, which wcs of different lsungths, usually
sixty or ninetly days, & war perty was organized by
the chief mourners and it was thgir order to take the

scalp of the first person whom they met,

é? The las§ party of this kind was led by Bill Connor

end three Strikers. I hed this story from Bill's own
lips. They procesded to tlhe plains of Western Xansas,

The first person appearing to their view was a’ lone
§ c >

horﬁmn, a white man, riding on the barren plains.

The Inﬁhps immedistely upon spying him, proceeded at

'é'%,t spwed, as they aiways rode thair best horses on '

thess ocosaions. They soon overtook anl surrounded the

rider. Connor's horse had fallen into a dry hole in the
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preirie amd diasmounted him, but he was soon astride

e splendid horse agein and joined the Indians who had

the meon surrounded. The white man, seeing that Connor

had some white blood, fell on his neck and begged pit- s

eously for meroy. Bill's statexent was 10 the affedt

that he counciled the Osage fullbloods to reissse this

man, as the government was watohing very closely acts

of thia kind and if thsy took the life of thi- man,

his head would probably be required for the orime. He

finally prevailed upcon the Indians to take his com:aol. }
The next man they met was a .Jichita Indien chief.

One of two of the party, either Connor ¢r Three Striker ,

severed the head of the Wichite Indiam anmd broughi 1t

bagk to eamp, showing that they had compl'vied with the

order of the mourners. This act proves t\; he quite

serious for the Osages as the Fichitas assembled thelr

warriors and came to Pawhuska to demand a settlement.
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They first essked for the heed of Connor. Connor, of
occurse, had made himeelf conapicuous by his absence

at thie particular!the. A war council was called,
and a settlement was sgreed upon whereby the Osages
wers to give the Wichitas three hundred ponies, a
ccnsiderable sum of money ar,d_many blanksts. This,

#s far as the writer knows, was the last wer party
that went out to ocarry out the custom that had hither-
10 been practioced.

The Indians delieve tEmt the future haven of
rast for them is & great ocountry of "Happy lunting
Grounds", where there will dbs no white men to destroy
their game or to' va' their lands.

It has besn said of some of the Indian tribes
at least that they ard”Sun Worshippers. This is
denied by one of our old friends, namely Frank Cown-
dropper, who corrected this error by expldining in
a splendid way why the Indians look toﬁrd the sun

whan they pray. His statement,was to the effedt that

¢
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the sun was great, and GQod was greet, and Lhe ¢ they
£51l% thatv God only knew of the movements and functions
of the sun. Consequently,when looking at the sun whan
they prey, it holds their thoughts nearer to God emd
Eis works., Yor the same purpose they look toward the
mountains, when they pray, because the mountains are
great and make them think of God. They look toward
the flowers. and +trees and hills, all of which re-
minds them that there is a Great Spirit who directs
the oreation of all these things. The same man said
that the Indian, he was sure, had more faith than the
white mun,es they had always felt that they must depend
upon their God to protect them in their dusiness trans-
actions, as they felt their great weakneas as compared
with the streng$h of their white brothers.
Eoms Life.
In many respects the home life of the Indian is

superior to that of many white people. Easpecially as
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to their treatment of their chiliren. In all of my
long oxporﬁ.en‘ou and observations of the Indians,

they have never been known to infliet corporal punish-
ment upon their children. They scold them sometimes,
vory severely, and it seems to broak. the heart of the

child when the parents berat'e him.or her.

Snms and Sportb.

A3 has been obsexrved by both new and old settlers
of this country, the young lndian men are very athletic.
They are very fond of the white men's sporivs, espssially
of baseball and football, and excel in these gamea., DBe-
fore their advent, games of s$he older people would amuse
them. They played what they called hand-dball. They
played this by choosing sides ejuelly of men and women.
The womsn seated themselves on tha g}uuo of the hunt-~
ing grounds, they then would procesd to ocontest, guess-

ing in which hand & small ball was held. The women chose
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two of their number who were supposed $0 b8 quickést

of eye and then the men the same on their side of

the line. One of the women vwho was considered quick

in ¢he movement of her hands would he given the ball,
and she voul@ pass 1t rapidi; from one hand to the
other, ooncealing it in any way she sew fit, then ex-
tending the hands closed, Ofie of the men on the other
side w&s asked 10 point with a pointer to the hand that
he supposed contained the ball. If he guessed rightly,
there was a stick or arrow stuck into the ground on

the men's side. If he missed, there were no changss
made. After three gussaes, the ball passed % the line
of the men., The most expert of the men were ohoaali,
and the performance continued until seven points were
made by one side or the other. Therse were seven points
in the game, Ths result would bde that the winning side

ocould do their dances in the presence of :he othar anmd

receive presents frdnthem;r I c - g .o
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The younger men played & game that we would oana; o
basket ball. They had a net on the end of a stick. v
Two linea stood a certain distence spart. The line
w-ich had the bsll plsced it in the net and ﬁhraw
tle ball from the net. The opposite side must ocatoch
the ball in the net that was on their end of & stick,
S0 they proceeded to the end of the gams, which was
similay to that of hand bull. Some of the m In-
dians became very expert in both tossing and receiving
the ball. Themse were happy times for the Indiap, apd
if you were in the camps of the old men today, you
wonuld no doudt hear them lementing the fact that sush
conditions are never to return to them, Their only
hope now is in the great future, when the Happy'Hunt-
ing Ground will be reached and they will dwell in
peace, surrounded by thse gsms covered hills end prairies

of their hunting grounds.



