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lie report made on (date) June 29. 1^37. ' 195

I , , Name

Residence addres

.Mrs.!Maud E. (Rice) Smith . .

Post Office Address El Reno, Oklahoma

(or location) 319 North Rock Island Street

L DATE OF BIRTH: ' Month October .»

L * Plac« of b i r th Gieenwlch, Missouri

25 Year / \

t. Name.of Father Mt. T. B. Rice
Uctoher 17, ia»y

Place of birth B&th County,
Kansas

Other information about father Died July 25, 1911

Name of. Mother
April 29, 134?

zabeth U. Rldenhour Bice place of birth-'febesh County,
Indiana

Other informatioi about mother

lotes or complete^ nar*
Itoiy of. the 'person -:
Itxid questions*
this form* . Number o£

ativo by the field worker dealing with;the l i fe and
-ijnterviewed* Refer to Manual for-suggested subjects-

Contijnue on,blank^sheets if nocessary and attach firmly to
sheets- attached •' ' *
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field Worker, Mrs. Nora' Ljbrrin,
./ ' .ftine 29, 193?. ' . \ .

;t|rview with Mrs. Mpud ^.-Smith, \
El Reno, Oklahoma,' \
• - I - . \

• V :
in Greenwich, Missouri, on 0ct6ber.\25,

1831. M father, Mr. T. B. Rice, was born in Bath County,

Kentucky near \Jlraakfort, October 17, 1839, and -died.

July 25,

My mother, Elizabeth M. (Ridenhour) Rice, was born

the tVabaŝ :, River in Wabash County, hear the city-of tfabash,

Indiana, on April 29, 1349. Father and Mothe^ were married

August 9, 1S69. I t was an .elopement and the qouple were
"
raarriec

Iney met arstage coach there end

there waa a minister aboerd it an

topped it, asking if

there was. He.got out

of the conveyance and performed the ceremony inlthe middle

of the road,

did not need

I lived;

just a t sunup. In t

i l icense; a l l they

?ith my folks e t th<

tose days the elopers

needed was a minister ,

place of my bi^th^unti l

I was fitfe -years old, then, ihe-yraaveti to K3.ngmari,| Kansas,
J

arriving there on October 5, .father wasla carpenter

,J • f,
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,;and Builder ana Kingman was a bopra town so there me no ~

dearth* of work. • . '"• - j ":.

My chief ambition,when I was a l i t t l e child, was to

marry a r ich man and Father thought.it* was funny for such
If

a l i t t l e g i r l to think of such things! much less to cherish

ambitions and he liked to tease me. .Vhile we were

\ living- in Kansas the ;proclamation was made opening up •

Oklahoma for-, settlement and lather- to|Ld me that Oklahoma

•was the place for me to come, thsi; I jcould come down here

'and marry a rich. Indian chief, .am I' took i t in earnest and

thought that would be a l l r i g h t . ' \

• We cance to Oklahoma by,covered wagon, bringing our

cattle.and

buggy and a herd: of regis tered short,! horn c a t t l e ! The

"cattle a l l died with the "Texas fever" af ter arr iving

h^ere a l l r igh t . There were £bout twetity-five ca t t le \
- \ - '' ' ! '

in the herd., \ ' . • > . • ' . • .

Before comings to Oklahoma, wd moved from Kingman.

to Morton, County in western Kansas, so we came into °

Oklahoma through the Panhandle or No Man's Land as i t
':. • l

used to be called... *d came through Beaver City and
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•then 'through a deserted c i ty , which had been quite a /good

sized town. I remfember ifsTe*ffipt3rT5uildings and remember

that no one was Hiving there,.

A short time later we had an encounter ,with -a band

of Indians. There were some buffelo running with the

cattle out there and the Indians were hunting them.

The Indians stopped the travelers and talked awhile.

-• f • "
There was a negro eraong them about t h i r ty years old; Fa^uhar

° J
talked to him ana the negro told him that he had been taken
.captive when he vaas a l l ^ t j e child and knew no'people other

than the Indians among whom he was ra ised. He did not know

who he was. He hadi married an Indian squaw. Among th is

group of Indians

Indians wanted t

was a snail boy about my age and the
>

get the twc/to, shake hands with eac

other. Father induced me to shake hands with the boy and

the Indians made the l i t t l e boy rfiake hands with me, buv
\
\

both of us cried loud, long and copiously and the Indians

thought i t was fjunny and chuckled over i t . \ *

iVe came sic wly, stopping and camping here and there \

to wash and i ron. All this time I was on the look rout

for my Indian cnief. As we were neeringCDarap Supply,

Father looked up and sew three Indians on ponies 'dressed
- \
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in their feathered regalia end he said to me, ?Baby, :here

comes your Indian chief •", I was so frightened that I • * i

was sick in :bed for three days and r ight there gave up^myj

ambition to marry an" Indian chief., I was seven-yeaips oldl a t

,the time.. We passed through Supply and'Woodward ancL c$m!e

to a place they celled. Cantonment, and went on down, to the

fiver and'found the mos;t ideal place1 'to camp. ' We arrived

there a short ,tlme before sundown and theTe was plenty of

water,- n i ce ' t r ees , but :fche place where .we camped was as pare ,

as your hand* After "making canp it was only a-short t i

when the Indians began dr i f t ing i-n,and s e t t l i n g for the flight,

""

they kept i t up ..until there were a lot of than there-on
:t

the.

camp-grounds. ..W* had camped inside the-/Indians "Stockade."

Father was uneasy and. put his welgons in a c i rc le and-placed
: . '• v * ••- . . • • t '" •"."•;--. ' I

our camping-^qu^pment an^ other belongings"Inside. We £ot

our supper and.then the^ Indian chief came„over?and extended

hfs hand in greeting'and said "How?*1. ' h '"•. ,1

.--; Father took the, Indian 's hand ancl said nRow Johni"

Any Indian whose.;najne, you c|id not Know was called e i ther \

John or Mery. The 'chief had- his pipe and he offered, i t -to '

Father, who accepted i,t ^and smoked with the Indian.., fife asked

the'Indian to have supper with us and he accepted and atef
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with USJ but we were uneasy a l l night an^ b̂he next morning

went to Cantonment to get some supplies~en

we bought t>e supplies told us that we nejed not have

feared-the Indians a t a l l , r

tfhen'those Indians smoke the pipe of peace with you,

you are as safe as you would be anywhere. Safer than, you

would be in:vsome places with white people.

Me Remained in the Stockade for three or four days..

*ve,kids played marbles with the l i t t l e Indians and had a ,

•prarid time. ' The Government hod that«country patrolled pre t ty

, thoroughly ^having soldiers' stationed about every ten miles

for the protect ion 'of the white people.

., On June 10, 1889, we landed at Kingfisher'QQ.Ui^cle John's

Creek* In the; fa l l of the ssme year, we ceme to El Reno, \

which had just-one bui^Qing, the oldest par t of the Anstine

Hotel', AcrdSs the r.ivey to the north was a 'very nice l i t t l e

town ealled Reno City. The f i r s t s tore building to go up

in El Re.no was a l i t t l e red front grocery s tore , owned by

t thft Campbell brothers, caviled the Red Front Store, Il**M|fc

just across the s t r ee t south of the Ans.tine Hotel. »Vhen

SI Reno f i r s t started', the cowboys used to r ide into the
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restaurants on their horses and shoot the globes off the

while the people were e?ting their meals.

There was a seventeen year old coin

trouble here and' shot the marshal and kil led him and in

the melee the young cowboy got shot in the arm and they put

.him in j a i l and he not only took the typhoid fever but

his arm became infected so badly that i t had to be amputated

and i t was removed by the simple process of sawing i t off

with a meet sew. He was sick in bed a t the la i l for weeks'

and weeks.

Father fe l t sorry for the boy and brought him half a

gallon of milk every day end the boy lived to be aenteneecK ,
> * *

to ' the penitentiary.

The Northern ca t t le would be*b"fo*ug6tf d5wh* ife?e toaQ* weald1

invariably take the Texas fever and d ie . They died by the

thousands. The'Indians would take those dead carcasses and

eat them end would sicken, breek out with horrible sores ,

and the Indians died almost as fas i as the ca t t le did u n t i l

the Government took charge and put a stop to i t . The

Government feared that 'an epidemic might'br^ak out emongvf>

the white people, too. Pf course the white peaple did not •/
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l'ffiiy of those, dead cajttle, tout the Government feared

• disease 8jttang.the^lndiari&-'8iight became contagious end turn
' * . • . . • . . * . ' • ' I • ' ' ''",•"'

i _ a a t _ e p i d - e m i c . • „ *'.'-'-!*" ... "* *
* ' ^ '"*? ' 7 —J.-"':'"

r'v-«; »The Indians would-build.Nsr f i re in tile center of the
. ' * • / ' * v • * - • • # -

.'i-tenf an'd then they would e l l s i t around it-.

•" The eai*ly aettlers1 often went into the Indian canp ^

sight-seeing (especially on Sundays) and to trade wiih the
u ' - * , , '( *

. iudiians. The Government; would issue blankets,, clotiling,
"" ' t » ' j. 4

shoes, men's^hoes, nev^f'women's, and i t w,a-e leg«sl to
• ." t "- ' /

trade4 the Indians put;of the& "if you* could,, also, easy,

b:e"cauee th6 Indians' likeS the-Vhite man's food., so my folks '

• and' lo ts .of other people iwould' cook up a l o t -of' food, a f te r

• these Government issues,, and go to the Indian caimps with i t .

. It^jsfis no trick, a t a l l to trade for a l l the shoes, clothes,
- ? ! : ^ *'•. \ , \ ' .

blankets, e t c . , . t h a t we needed and we got nearly a l l of
i ' *

• OUT clothes that way. The Governmen.t -issued a. l o t of cloth

•_|hs;\-they called. Linsley and I have vorn dresses made of i t ,

:';• ' ' The Government issued the stuff to the Indians and th&

Indians were free to do what they pleased with i t .
* ' •*

V/hile ,1 fas in one of these camps one day, 1 noticed

• a couple of squgws, tending e large round iron pot that .was

•r, ».
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' over a f i r e . I wondered what they were cooking anc? stepped

closer to see . I t was a pot fu l l of beans and there were

two bones sticking out of the pot, and one df the squaws

took hold of one of the bones to s t i r the beans and she

lifted the bone out and i t was the shank of a horse with the

hoof attached. These Indians were seasoning thei r beans

with a -couple of horses hooves, the piece which she had

was a horse's hoof and the leg about up to the knee.

""• Another incident that occurred in 21 Reno happened in

*%fie l i t t l e Bed Front Store. A squaw hsd been coming there "

• frequently, and she was bed to p i l fe r ; she wore one of

those l^rge enveloping shawls and she.would s.teal things

and hide them under i t . ' The men in t h i s store decided to

lay a. trap for her so they set a bucket of j e l ly put ent ic-

ingly and loosened the l i d . We used, to be aisle to buy a ' sor t '

of synthetfc j e l ly by the bucket; i t was good and I don' t

* know »hy i t went out of s t y l e . The Indian squaw they were

laying for"came into the store end i t wasn't long un t i l she

spied the bucket of / je l ly an3 slipped i t under her shawl ,

" i •
and headed for the door. ,
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One of the Campbell boys yelled a t her, lfHeyl Mary!"

• He took af ter her, she ran and the l id came off the

bucket of j e l ly and when̂  jfchey caught up with her she was

e sight, with that j e l ly

well deny the theft .

The boys d idn ' t do enything to her, jus t scolded her

and told her not to do i t again.

I t was a common sight to see the Indians si t t ing along

the sidewalk, picking l i ce off of each other's heads; some-

times there would be a whole s t r ing of them e t the same

time and oft^n they would s i t there for half a day.

Father had a bottom farm with l o t s of trees and plenty

of water.'- , .

There was lotas of malaria in the early days; people

were always having

enough around for

chilis.
\

A squkw stoppsd a t our house one <3ay;\ she bad a buck-

• > s \money-tisg about eighteen inches long aiid just big

2 s i lver dollar to s l ip downXin. good and

easy,' andthis> bag! was f i l led to the'brim with sixlyer dol lars ,

She told Father thet she wanted to buy a "Buck", ^meaning ka

white man. My tw'e3ive\year old brother was standing near
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taking i t a l l in. and he playfully snatched at her money-bag •

•and got hold of i t . My brother had no more than touched

the squaw's/money-bag thai ,the squaw had a tomahawk brandish-

ed over hia heed. • We nevdr knew "where she lead the tomahawk,

hidden. Brother* turned as white as «a sheet: the squaw gave

him a vicious look and lfif.t immediately, forgetting the

"Buck" she was so intent on"buying." My brother went to

town la ter in the day and encountered her again in town.
' *

She again brandished her tomahawkvat him and "he came home
* * -' *' * .

and 'did not.go back to to#n for several days. • " " - — ••

Another time an Indian rode into the lo t where Father

•vas'milking the cows. !3fether had an' old hound dog and he

asked the-vlgdlan i f -he wanted. the dog; the Indian indicated^ . . # * . , . . ; i ( , . . 1 l , - , # , . ^
' ^ • • « • • » » . - . « . . . . » . _ . . . ,

thet he did 8nd my father gave ths dog to him. The Indian

took his l a r i a t and tied i t to 'the dog;and then tied the--

Other end of i t to the pommel of his saddle" and went lickety .
. ? • • • ' • • , • v . / ,

spl i t for campj sometimes the dog was oh i t s feet and , -
• - . --V * • '"

sometimes^it wasn't. After he had .gone, Father got curious V

©bout i t as he had heard that the Indians would, eat dogs. , <•.--

Th'e %Indfan camp wjas over-west of the railroad tracks, and

there were no houses on either side or i t for quite a
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distance so Father sent some of the children over where* the

camp was and .

had been done with

vent close enough to the camp to see what

the hound dog. It had been dressed and

' the Indians were pie faring to cook it for supper-.

In about 1392 Father and Mother took a trip through the

Kickapoo. country en our way to Shawnee end while on our way

Father said- to Moper, "Look! there is a sight I want you

to ' see . " Out in a patch of stumps an Indian was plowing

with one horse anc a double shovel plow. I t was the way

he was dressed that was the s ight . He had on a black Stetson

cowboy hat , a bright red sh i r t , with a mane's vest buttoned

tight jover 1t~, "trtftVine 'ff~wrfr~-HMnvfflp ftt thff,._hnttnm. The

;.*' sh i r t was shorty he had on a pair of high heeled boots and

" not one other- thing.'. Mother said i t was about as funny a

sigMTas she >bad ever witnessed. » • • ,

*": Father "and Mother came here with us s ix children; we

gathered c a t t l e "b4>nes and buffalo bones and trapped quail ,

.-,** and would go to-KingfIsbe r once a week tt>" dispose of them.. *

/I?ie.r.e was a good market for them. «"e, .would' trap the q\iail-v^

^ n d keep -tlf-m alive" un t i l the morning of the, day we intended

to ,sel,l them ." l̂en we would pull off the i r .heads and pack

:"-. them-ready-for market.,

r-

v 4"
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? " I neveS:.got m^ riJbh Indian Chief, but I married

, Jscfc Sm'ith In 1900 •*//1 lived ^ r e in ^ 1 Reno, keeping

^the- home 'f i res bu'rriĴ ng vriiile he^wai running liia f-er^ries

and attending"the basiness end of our partnership. - ' •


