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1eld Workcr's mame Mrg, Nora Loz rin 1 Reno, Oklahoma
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nis report made on (date) June 29, 1937,

t

!

| . _ Name ‘ ’;I;s? Maud E. (Rice) Sm[i th
. Post Office Address‘ “El Reno, Oklahoma . 'ﬂ}

‘. Resulence ad.dresu (or location) 319 North Rock Islend Street

B, DATE OF‘BJRTH: 'Month  Octobez ~ Day 25 Year 1881 - .}

ob

"Place of birth G eenwich, Missouki .

1, . A ¥ - ‘ &
4 4 ‘ 3 T ; Uetoher 17, 1839
b, Name .of Father Mr. T. B. Rice 79 Place of birth Bath County,
' . {] . K - Rensas
‘Other informet ioE, about fether Died July 25, 1911 ‘

- April 29, 1849
o Name of Mother Eljzabeth M Ridenhour Bice Place of birth#sbesh Coudty,

( J - Indiana ‘
Other 1nformat ioh about mother uf“r'rpri’*l*%-—-% L

. .000.
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otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
Etory of. the person 1nterv1ewed. Refer to Manual for- ‘suggested subjects
Bnd questions, Continue on blank“sheets if nocessary and a’ctach flrmly to
Ehis forms . Number of sheets attached . :
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N - \ y [ o Lo
ield Worker, \Mrs. Nora LErri“n, T C
. June 29,-1987. . . . - | : .
‘ [Istbrview with Mrs. Mpud E.-Smith,
El Reno, Oklahoma,” - *
. . ] A
. \ 5
T
Vo I was(b x ‘in Greenwich, Missouri on October. 25,

Kentheky, neer 'ijankfort, October 17, 1839, and dted

b July 25, Qtll.
My mc t!her, Elizabeth M. (Ridenhour) Rice, was born om

s} River in #abvash County, near the c}ty ~of'.’¢a'bash;
Indiena, :on April 29, 1549. Father and Mof;he 'were married |

August 9, 1869, It was an elopement and the clouple were

ce e P rwng.

married 1in- fhe n™ttw-cfea- bi@-m&d.ng *',Sedg;._g} MT'SW'

They met a-stage cosch there ex 2d stopped it, a king if

there wés a minist‘er ehoerd it and there was.

of the conveyance and performed t e ceremony in the middle

of the road‘, 'ust at sunup. ose days the lopers
did not need : license all 'bhey needed was a mix ister.
I 1ived phith my folké et th¢ place of my bfirth until

7‘/
{

'I was five y ars oldr the they!mveﬂ to Kingnan, Kensas,

4 !

¥
i

' arriving tbere on October| 5, &BT My ‘fa{:her w?s a8 carpenter

d Vs
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Jand builder en Kingman was. a boom town 80 there was no

e e et

" dearith. of work. . e L A
My chief ambition when 1 was & 1i'btle child, was to

‘marry a rich man and Father thought it was funny for such
l v

e 111;1;19 girl to think ‘of snch thingsT r;;uch less to cher;sh '
sheh ambitions agd he -liked to tease‘me. +“hile we were

: ’ s | LD,
v living in Keansas the ;prqclgmation was made opening up- '

Oklshome for,settlement and Father told me that Okléhoma

. . LT, | . ’
was the place for me to come, thet I jcould come down here
. oo\ . P . H H .

" =

‘and marr‘y a ricﬁ.‘Ind\ian chief and I t%‘ook it in earnest and
1 ~
thought that would be all right. * | S _—

i‘.’e came' to Oklahoma by . eovered' wagon', bringing our

:cattle &énd belonglnys"- Ne--had -two.-cpmezed.@_g g.and a,

- S o we

buggy and a herd of registered shoH horn cattleu The

“eattle all died with the "‘I‘exas fever" after arriving

here a1l right. There were a‘bout tvehty-fme cattle .

‘intheherd I }'

- |
. | o

Before coming- to Oklahoma, "wq' moved from Kingman _
to Morton County in western Kaz_lsés,l‘ so we ceme into - _

Oklehoms through the Pénhendle or No Men's Land es it

used to ’Be: called... ¥e came ‘throdgh Beever City and

N
N
2 N
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sized town.
that no one wes living there.

A short time

\ .
then through a de%erted city, which had been quite a/&ood

4712 |

o
i

/

I remember i?‘"’ém‘ﬁty‘uuildings and remember

later we had en encouhfer,with & band

~ of Indiens. Ther+ were some buffelo running with the

_cattle ou% there &and the Indians were hunting them.,

The, Indians stopped the travelers and talked awhile.

-

There was & hegro
0

talked to him an

captive when he

than the Indians |emong whqm he was reised.

who he was. He hdd married an Indien squaw.
R sm—

group of Indinmns
‘ of.us..

other.

tﬂe Indians made
. [

both of us cried

thought it was funnf and chuckled over it.

L4

Ve came slgwly, stopping end cemping here and there

to wash and iron.

for my Indian chief.

emong them about thirty years old;

reo® s B0 P el Voo
’

Indiaus wanted tp get the tWwe/t0 shake hands with sach

loud, long and copiously end the Indiems y

the negro told him that he had been teken

as a lix\;e child and knew no’ people other

He did not know

\

Among‘phis

was ‘e amall boy ebout my age and the

Father ipduced me to shake hands with the boy é&d

the little boy sheke hands with me, but'

All this time I was on the look-out

As we were neering Gamp Supply,

Father looked up and sew three Indians on ponies Hiessed

P ydt)

ﬁ%ther"

® P o> &
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in their feathered regalia and he said to me, "Baby, here

|
 comes your Indian chief " I»was 50 frightened that I S

. was sick in bed for three deys and right there gave up myJ
| ambition to marry en’ Indian chief I was seven: years 0ldl 8t

-.the time. We passed through Supply and Woodward and cam L

f: , . %\He *
. to a place they called Cantonment and went on down to the

¢

”

river and found tha most 1deal place to camp.‘ e arrived .
there a short time before sundown and there was plenty of

. o : ~

Awater, nice treea, but t‘he place where we camped was as are "

as your hand. After making emup. i«t was only a- ahort ti ,
when the Indi ane began drifting in and eettling for the i@t

“they kept it up nntil there were a lot of ‘them there on the

i ’.l
" camp- grounda. we had camped inaide the Indians "Stoc ade. "
'i I AR 2
Father was uneasy and put }Ls wagens in a clrele and ple}ced
; v
..our camping fequitpmant and other belongn gs’ inaide. ?Ie got

‘ 3

-

our supper and then thes Indian chief came Lover: and extep,ded

Ry ., N e }

" hfs hand in greeving and said "How"" ' T )

»"«;h rather took the Indian’s hand and said "Fow J\o'

"
to &

Any Indian whoue name you did not Know waa called eith r

John or Mery The chief had his pipe and he of{"ered 1 :‘-to

'Z, -

‘ Father, who aceepted it and smoked with the Indian, "7 asked

wkﬂ

~

the’ Indian to have supper with us and he accepted and te
-~ : * N .

| SN
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:;ﬁ\@he next morning

with ué, but we were uneasy all night

went to Cantonment to get some supplies en

we bought thevsupplies told us that we n eo‘not have
A

feared  the Indianp é% all, * ‘f-n—ﬁ____

#hen ‘those Indians smoke the pipe of peace with you,

°

\ you are as sefé es you would be anywhere., Safer than you
wvould be infsome“placgé with whtte people.
. ! N ! ‘

We rema ined in the tockade for three or four days.

: ) .
C e kida Dlayed.nnrbles with the 1i ttle Indians and had a .
¥ -

grand time. The Government hed that .country patrolled pretty

¢

thonouyhl having soldlers stationed abcut every ten miles
- for the protection of the whi te people.

, On June 10, 1889 We- landed at Kinpfisher ‘on. Uﬁcle Jnhn ]

fv.‘o:-\ oq -t

_Creak, In the fall of the same year we ceme to El Reno,

whichlhad‘just#one buil ing, the oldest part of the Anstine

' Hotel. AcrdSs the rivey ta the gorth'was a very nice 11 ttle

»

town called Reno City. The first store building to go up
in Wl Reno was a little red front grocery store owned by

.thp C&mpboll brothers, cq}}ed the Red Front Store. 1t

»

just across tpe street south of the Anstine Hotel. #hen
Bl Reno firét started, the cowboysﬁused to ride into the
L L. . e , P

o
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restaurents on_their horses and shoot the globes off the

¢
»

amps while the people were esting their meals,

There was a seventeen year old cow

"trouble here and shot the marshel emd killed him and in

the melee the ybuﬁg—cowboy got shot in the arm end thsy put
“him in jeil and he not only took the typhoid fever but '

nis arm became infected so badlv that it had to be asputeted

and it was removed by the simple process of sawing it off

with a mest sew. Iile was sick in bed &t the jail for weeks- ’ -

-~

and weekd.

Father felt sorry for the boy and brought him helf a
T,

gallon of milk every day &snd the boy lived to be sentgncé&“

»

to ‘the penitentikry.
,000'-0"--"» P o 28s s T rgrese T mun ‘..‘

The Northern cattle would be rougﬁf’abw iepe wry woald:

invariakly teke the Texas fever and die. They died by the

thousands. The Indians wauld teke those dend carcmsses and

23t them snd would sicken, bresk out with horrible sores

’

and the I‘x}dians_\died almes t as fest as the cattle did until

the Government took charge and put a stop to it. The

»

*Government feared that”ah epidemic might'brgak out emong*”

the white people, too. of cour@é the white pepple did not /

N
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{ «

eatwany bf “those, deed cdttle but the Government feared
dlsease among thé“Indians‘might become contagious end turn

}
f‘:.;"
'J

L
~
-

epidemic

A e Indians would-bulld & five in tHe center of ‘the

.+ tent’ and then theyﬂwould ekl sit around it. -

‘.ff.
.v‘ .

Ehe éarly settlers often went into tre Indian canp

) sight seeing (especia;ly on, éundays) and to trade with the

. 1ndlans. The aovernment wculd issue bl&nkets clothing,

—— e <, -
' - - -

'shoes, men °.§hoes, never women '’ s, and it was legal 10
trade*tbe Iniiens out of them 1f you could also. easy,
becauee the Indians likeﬁ the: Whife man’ s food, so my folks’

-anﬁ lots of other neople"WOuld cook up a lot of food after

s ® ., €
"t&ese Government issues, and go to the Indian camps with it.

. Itmmas no trick at all to trade for all the shoes, clothes,

Pl
?Z&*’ < ®
v I e ¥ - §

blankets, etc., that we 'néeded and we got nearly all of
. our clothes that way. The Governmegt issued a lot of cloth
w”thet they called Linsey and I have worn dresses made of it,

Ihq,Governmgnt:issued,the stuff to the Indians and the

" he

"Indians we}e free to do what they pleased with it., I .

‘t

»

#hile I ¥as in 6ne of these camps one day, I noticed

3 & 9’ "/ LN
- & couple of squaws, tending & large round iron pot that was
. -
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* over & fire. I’wonderéd what they were cooking and stepped
closer to see. It wag'a pot full of beans and there were
two bones sticking“out of the pot, and one of the squaws
took hold of one of the bones to stir the besns and she
lifted the bone out and it was the shank of a horse with the
hoof attached. These Indians were seasoning their beans
#ith & couple of horses hooves, the piece which she had

wes & horse's hoof end the leg about up to the knee.

° Another incident that occurred in E1 Reno happened in
‘%he little Red Front Store. A squaw hed been coming there
‘frequently, and she was bed to pilfer; shé wore one of

those lnrge enveloping shawle end shebwsuld steal things
end hide them under it. The men in this store'deqided to

A

[ - .
ley a trep for her so they set & bucket of jelly out entic- ngﬁf
1'and loosened the lid. We used to be &ble to buy a’sort

ingl
of §l thetfc jelly by the bucket; it was goo& and I don't
knowahywit wenf out of style. The Indien squaw they weé;
‘ﬂayig ?or"cape into the store cﬁd it wasn't long until she .

spled| the bucket of jelly and slipped it under her shawl ,

and h#aﬁed for the door.. -

.

~ - . - .
., . s , - .



One of the Campbell boys yelled et her, "ﬁey! Mary!"

He took after her, she ren and the 11d came off the

bucket of jelly and when they caught ub with her she wes

e sight, with that jelW

well deny the theft. - -

The boys didn "t do enything to her, just scolded her
and told her nog to do it agein. ‘

It was a common sight to see the Indians sitting along
the sidew;ik, picking lice off of each others heads;'so§e~
- times therg would be a whole string of them et the seme
time and often they would sit'there for half a day.

Father had a bottom farm with lots of trees and plenty

of water..

......

There Qag lots of malaéfa in the egrly days; people'
were aiéﬁys having chills.

A sq&éw stoppled at our house one da;\\she hed a buck-
skin money-bag abjout eighteen inches 1on; and just big

enough around fer 1 silver dollar to slip down n,good and

easy, gnd-this\bdg wes filled to the 'brim with sflyer dollars.

She told Fether th t she wanted to buy a "Buck" ‘smeaning ‘a

'n
\

white man. My twe veayear old brothier was stending near
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teking i+ 21l in 8né he playfully snatched at her money-bag -
-and got hold of it. My brother had no more than touched

the squew's.money-basg thea the squaw had & tomahawk brendi sh-

ed over his head. - We nevér knew :whofe she kad the tomshawk

nidden. Brother turned as white as-a sheet: the squaw gave

.-

him & vicious look and left immediately, forgetting the
"Buck" she was so intent on'buying‘.“ My bx;qther went to
s N

town later in the day and encoixqtered hler again in town.

.. ' ’ » K ‘_; ’
She again brendished her tomahawk, at him and ‘he came home
. .

and ‘diq not g6 back to tofn for several days. ' .o ' - :

Another time &n Indian rods into the lot where Father -

was milking the cows. F‘ather had an’ old hound dog and he

.8 the, Ifidian if. he wanted . the dog, the Indian indicated

o
-vQOQp..io —.o. e ve 9, .

asked
LR )
hid e AL B XY Sv‘u..

thet he did end my father gave the dog 0 him. The Indian

ew o u,

took his leriat end tied 1t to ’the dog‘and then tied the - .
other end of it to the pommel of his sadcll& and went lickety i
split for camp, sometimes the dfg was on its feet and
sometimes 11; wasn't. After he had gone Father got curious

about it as he had haerd that the Indians would eat ‘dogs. : ‘.

s

AV
The Indfan camp was over west of the railroad tracks, and -,

§,~.' «

'S -
s, . . . £

e, - BN ce -

there were no houses on either side of it for quite a
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sent some of the chiIdrengover where the

camp was end they frent cldse enough to the cemp to see what

had been done with
" the Indians were p

[
In about 189d

Father said to M01

the hound dog. It had been dressed and

reparing to cook it for suprer.
Father and Mother took & trip through the

n our way to Shewnee end while on our way

her, "Look! there is a sight I want you

. to- gee.M

Out in 8

patch of stumps an Ipdian was plowing

280

with one porse an

i e douﬁie shovel plow.

he was‘dresseé that was th; sight;.

It was the way

"He had on a black Stetson + °

cowboy hat a brlvht red shirt with a man's vest buttoned

Fad

M ""o re vwed.

5g»andnwou1§j§p ;ogxingfrshar °F°i_& week %? diaposa of thm%>¢\\

’tight,over it ma

Iﬁ*~§"§UTt“0¥~¥u$£le‘Bf +hg,bottom.

The
“;

"shirt "as short, he had on a pair of high heeled boots and

@ e W, .y

"not one othgrithiné{.

Mother said if was ebout as funny a

)éighjfas she hgd ever witnessed. o -

E-3

Fathev

and Mbther came here with us six ehildren wa

-

vgthered catt15—benes and buf’alo bones and trepped quail ..

.....

5
.

ﬂhere was a good marﬁét for fhem.

C e

;\

e would’trap the quail~. .. =

»

und keep ,tli'"m alive unt,il the morning of the dey we 1ntenfted

; '41 -

t

thmm-ready»for market. . %

%o sell ﬁhem ghen we wculd pull oft their‘heads and padk

>3 S LR

&t
%
H
s
'
5
Al
-
[y

- - -
SRS .
NH
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SMITH, MAUD

e 1 z&gveL got my r?:h Tndian Chief, but I married

, [

;rack Smith un 1900, °

()bhe home f:Lras bu;gn

E{ (RICE). /INTERVIEW . 4mnz
\ ‘. ” . " : 4'\ ¢ N ' ,‘:':’. " ’
-l ' -

i,

’ %'

L]

! 1 Xived p.are 1n .ul Reno, keeping

*

while he vas running his ferries

siness end of our partnership, -’

<



