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John ¥, Dougherty,
Investigator,
Jenuary 10, J938,

An Interview with Mr, B.B. Hainey,
Sulphur, Oklahomae
My parents were Bill Hainey, borm in Texes, and
Cynthia Howerd Haine: , born in Missouri, Father was a
stockman, There were two childrem in our faﬁily. 1 was
born. in Texas, April 23, 1869.

Father died when I was six years old and Mother .con-

tinued to manage the ranch end cattle. In 1877 she drove a

“herd of eight hundred steers through Oklahoms to Abileme,

Karses, She hired several cowboys to herd the cattlo. She
drove a wagon pulled by a large spen of mules and I wrangled

horses for the crews Ve left the Chisholm Trail a short

distance after orossing Red River end took s trail not so

mach travelled whioh orossed the present sits of the tom

of Sulphur, Game was plentifuls I! was no uncommon sight

t0 see a buneh of deor grazing 1n the distance.

- o e
Mother married again when I vwas“twelve years old and I.
left home. I waiit to Weat Texas and worked on ranches. In
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S8trip in Okiahoma, I liked this cowmiry so well I de-
0ided to remain here and work as a
a Job on a rench near vzth in the Gherckee Nation,‘ and
the first year 1 was here I was tede There was ;;

law among the Cherckees that cowmeyl nmst have men in

their smploy whe were Indians, 1 ne Indien, so they
arrested me, My case was in ¢o }for several years, I
had to appear at Fort Smith oac‘:jear. But 'I continued

wrking, When the Arkanses law %ﬂ cxtended over the

e ———

———

Territory a eourt was ostébliaho?. at Vinita eAd Ty cases — —————-

vas thrown out of court.

i besams foyemam of the Ruaiker Raneh on Choteau
Creek between Claremore and Pryor iu the Cherokes Nation.
We hendled eightesn thousand hesd of ocattle. It wes here
that W11l Rogers and I became friends, Will was just a
bay'and ho agked me for a jobe I gave him one, When he
came to the Ranch he brought t[ goed horses with\him. In
a few dm'hia father, Clem Raéers, came to the rench and
told me to ride part of the hoLﬂu B111 brought aith him,
Ho said Bill couldn't ride ell of them.when he deperted he
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said "Take care of my boy;". He was always a favorite
among the ranch hands, When he was a c¢child, he always
carried a small rope in the bosom of hia.ohirt, and he

was the denter of attract!én at noon snd recess es he
whirled the rops and did stunis. He worked for me a few
years and then ran awsy to South Americas Here he joined
a rodeo show and travelled with them in foreizn :omutries.
Then he returned to the United States and made his debut
in Madison Sqt;are Garden in New fork. His father had lost

tirace of him until he noiiced in the papers that he was

performing st Medison Square Cardells H6 irmediately teok
the train for New York and when he went to the Carden to

see hir son x;orrom he couldr't get in., There wes not even
standing rooms Se he waited outaside the do:c;r snd when Bill
¢ame.gut he put his arm around him end said "Som, they're
not psying you emough." Bill scid, "Thoes were the best
words my t\y\thor ever maid to me,” He m getting a thousand
two hundred fifty fado"'ili]:gé‘iat this time. He went to Hollywood
frox New York anf thus he started on his roai to fames 1.

visited him at his palatiel home in Hollywood just a few days
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before he wnt to Alaska, I saw thers a wonderful

golle étien of saddles. Thore was one £ram every |
* natiens

thn* I was on the Rucker Rench the Dalton Boys
eame to the ranch one day and wanted to borrow 'ten
ho'tnn. Theirs were exhausted and they wented to
leave them et the rench to rest while they reds ours,
I told thn to gct what. they wented, but thoy insisted
fin. 4hat I p!.ck out what I wanted them te have, I picked

out tem of our best horses and thay took them away, I.n-

gbout $ea days they retutned an? exchonged ours for
—-—4heira. 1. ocouldn'} ufford $6 make them smery, for they
wore around the ranch a great deal, bdut they never
bothered a thing there, v

One Gay United 3tates Marchal ﬁit; from Vi/éita cﬁme
to the ranch and esked if I kmew whers thore was a Geserted
log cabin on this ranch, He had >eceived a tip that there
vere (w0 women and a manR Who were probebly aooampuui of
the Daltons, staying in this cadbin axd he wanted to arrest
them, This was the night vefore the Daltoms rebbed ths

Coffeyville, Kanses, Banke I told him I 4idu't want to geot
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inte troudble with the Deltons and I weuld rather not go
with him, But he insisted, so X went along, The eabin
was cleosed tightly and we moved very csutiowsly se as
not to disturd the slesping immatcs. One officer went
to the window whidh was boarded up, The other snd I
went to the door. There was no way $6 open the doov
except to push it down,s I went against it with all the
force I had and 1t fell insides Bach of the officers
had a bunch of matches which they struck for light, The

thres suspects were lying on the floor. A brass lamp was

setting on a box, and cne of the ofTissrs lighted this, I
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sovared the suspects with guns and the offigers handcuffed

them, They were teken to Vinita and put in jail. Later

they were sent to Texas where they were wanted for e bank
sobbery. We 4idn'*t find out whether they belonged with the

Daltons er met.

In 1906 I aame to the Amstrong Horseshos Rench im
Pontotos County, Chickesaw natfen, sast of Eiokory; ' I
moved to Sulplur ebout 1908 end heve been here sinse, I
wu Daited States Marshal for four years in the ‘ﬁfntu

Nation, and smong the first of the eity policemen of Sulphur,

s .
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I sexrved ir thin:gapecity feor six yearse I married
in 1900 and am the father of five shilirem.
/h‘



