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le, (Tulsa) Qk.lahom?:'r,

Ifiearned a8 typade when a boy. It was, more or less

I3

a custom for a/boy to learn a trgde, 84'1 chose mechanics.

[y

/

This wasi:i5&<eaot, in Clay County, lorth Csrolina, where

1. was hord February 4, 1370, -

—

The yearni.g for trevel 8nd to see the country, and

expecially the est, caused me to come out here. ¥y firgd

.t

stop, of any length of time, was et Fayetteville, Arksnvsas,

where I got/%‘jpb wit' the fim of Pratt & Ferguson. -
AR : . :
Fergusou{@as a Texsn... this firm owned andé opereted a mill

at Faggﬁteville-pnd‘had nillis et testville and Stillwell,
< , \ )
in ;hdian Terzi tory. ‘ ve

Ferguson,being a Texen, Waa interested in ecat®le,so

/
/

/ .
’he &nd Pratt had sixty cars of ?exgs‘cattle shipped into Red

/// Fork. I was delegsted to take twelve or fifteen cowhands

L

" * s - a ;
)and unload and Arive these cattle out on the renge, whieh

! © - )

[ wes in and near Tulsa. te'pot tﬁesé cattle in March or

{
{

/

' april ond ren them during the summer snd shipped ‘them OUt‘/ B

,/ in the fell. I have grazed cattle, forty-five years égb,'/
/’_ \ . s . . /

r
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vhere Tulsa's Munidipal Building row stands. There
. & yr
% ) mh

7~

It was a‘tgpical western cow town, wild and wcoly however

I was sble to keep out of.trouble then: and thereaftgr. .

ra

cattle thieves wtre plentiful and renchers lost & lot

of cettle. e, however, heerd of their activities, so one

or more of our hands slways kept watch ¢t night. 7T recall
Pan " ~ . - N

.« @

that one night, after my wetciwes over,

%

e
P2

'?‘had taken the

-

saddle off my horse, end ti€U hin out, &nd had lain down,

. ral -
with wy hesd on my se dle, when 1 hesrd horses' hoofs, sand o~

o~

sure enough I espied a Eorse~thief end Crawing my six gun,

fireé £t hir. This sroused the others anﬁ thcy‘gave chase

end g0 n hed ariven ther sway. -'e learuéd'th4§§ext dsy,

—Ehat'aArancﬁer, north of here, lost one hundred head of

cattle thet seme night , 80 we always thought that the sane’

) gang who atterptec to steel some of our cattle;%héd succped;
ed elsewhere that qight; i
; have driven thoussnds of cattle across the . vkansas,

at Tulss, snd have lost cuite a fev in the quicbsand{ Ve

were able, soreti es, to save them by roping the~ and pulling

*
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them ‘out with our horses, but not avéry time, as whon f”gg;,-
P2

fany &

they got started‘down 1t was ngt easy to“gat'mynn;nﬂﬁfl -
An 1894 I was ma§iied t0 Luda ﬁay_sherlg;, a school
;eaqher of Faye?tavili; but a native of Farmingtonijﬂr- ) ‘
kansas, . - ’~
I was employed as 8 mechanie by Pratt & Ferguson
at Fbyetteville for eight yoars. Then, in 1900 I got
a job as an engineer op the K;O.&S.(Kansaa ity & Southe
ern) and moved my family to Stilwell, I kept my Ke Go
"& S. job until 1811, whgnhl was employed’ aa\enginear
“_in théASt;auéll‘Municipal Power Plané, and ééyved in
tha capacity for seventeen years.

was one of thé delegates to the First Constitu—

ti 10 vention which met at Guthrie. I rapresen&ed

Adaix is untye Of ccurse, I met and knew practically\é%l

the delegates\to the'convention. . \

) \
William (Bi31l) Marray was very active in that con-. *\
vention. We lelegates were elected by cur various county

\

\

\
NN

- o .
conventions, We\ﬁad an interecting time while at Guthrie .

. , \
and I suppose dr;>¥ed 8 pretty fair constitution. We hed \

\ good schools although we had to besar our own expenses,as \
<§E§ire Wwere no state Federal funds t¢ help out and I add that

‘l
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-~ we haﬁ-no'couqty_or~atate tex to péy, so after all, our .
- . N
expenses were not so great. \\

b

I worked on the ¥ensas City and Sod%kern reilway from
’ N\

gbout 190. until 1¢ll, then for seventeen ﬁégré wes engineer

in the Xunicipal plant at Stilwell;ﬁthat wés until 1927 when

I cans to Tulsa. : . ‘

Al

1 saw a lot of Indiaas end observed their actions and
custoi.s, and found that if you trested them fairly y$u had _
no tro.ble, 3ut 1t was best never to crink nor gamble wi th

. : . . N

them., Indians were elrost always bad when drihkiné, and

whis-ey was ulways easy to get, bsth locally anc from Arkanéas.

k . \
I vas never arrested, nor was I ever a pariy to .eny \
4 . \
! . \
court proceedings in either civid or criminel courts. 1 \\
{ . " //
have of course served on juri%s - ‘
) — N P
) I recall a desl I failedkto maxe which if msede
, : . A A

would probably have been godd ?inanpisily roF me. Jim Mexwell

.

- - - T T - . '
owned and operated g restaurant and wegon ysrd on Archer
e >

R4
~

Street, east of Main Street. 1 usecd to eet there, and hiteh
g . :

~

y hd}se in his bern. One n.ght he propbsed_sellinq me the

-

_ whole »utfit, imcluding the feed, consisting of e earload

of prairie hey. I told hir I had only 325.00 or 230.00

J
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"on me", but did have & fine mare, .saddle and bridler -

- .

[ . \ R
He proposed trading sll his belongings for my ware, saddle
L < , . \ .
3 and"\-'brfdl__e. 1 didntt teke him up, so t}xe next ll\l\<11§ a

3. LA ) . . s
Federal Ggnreate in end arrested hir. for s murder h\ had
. EN \

committed in another state. He; évidently had "wind" \of

S ~

: \

“this, hence his desire to sell. ' \
.1 knew, personclly, e nusber of the esrly-day peace \
. - . \
o] ficersﬁﬁinited Jtates nershals €nd so on: Chas. Rhodes \\

and "Red Rogers®< ’fa:Fry was a United States Commissioner \

e

’, &
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. Thg viite ve,x:’ecs»tz:’ken to‘-‘i*‘or% Smith to &)urt, ‘snd the

Indisn trials were hela in Indian courts at Tahleouah.
¢ o :
I have l;gsd imTulsa for ten “yeers end sun .ow engineer

\ .
at the Municipel building here.: My wife died in 1932,

- o
. N )



