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Activi t ies of George K. Smith
Carbondale, (Tulsa) Oklahoma..

I lejarned a trade when a boy. I t was, more or l ess

8,,custom for a troy to learn a t ra^e, sdT'I chose mechanics.

This was baclr ea - t , in Cljoy County, i,"orth Carolina, where

"'7
Ik was bor/ February 4, 1370.

The yearning for travel and to see the country, and

expacially the \ est, caused iue to come out here* Vj fir^$

stop, of any length of time, was et Fayetteville, Arkansas,

where I got/a job «dt' the fire, of Pratt & Ferguson. ^
/ • r.

Ferguson .̂was a Tezsn.^. This firm owned and operated a milJ

at Fayjetteville-and had wills at • estville and Stillwell",

in Indian Territory.

/ Ferguson,being a.Texcn^ waa interested in Qa1fM«,»o'

, he and Pratt had sixty cars of Texas "cattle shipped into Red

, Fork. I was delegated to take twelve or fifteen cowhands,

.and unload and 4rive these cattle out on the range, which

, W8S in and near Tulsa. V,e'>ot these cattle in March or

April and ran them during the* summer and shipped them out*'

/ JLn the fa l l . I have gra?ed catt le, forty-five years ago,
* / *

/ - • .

- ' ' '. " f



•2.51

S&OTH, GEORGE ST. ' ' ' INTEHVI^. 5 12550.

where TulsaTs Municipal Building ;riow s t ands . There

were" two hundred anh forty peopleWivinp. in Tulse th>en.

I t wao a typical wesvfcern cow town, wild and wcoljj however

I was able to keep out of-trouble then- and thereafter. .

Caitle thieves vrcre plentiful and ranchers* lost a lot

I- '
of c a t t l e . Y«e* however, heard of the i r a c t i v i t i e s , so one

or mure of our hands &lweys *cept watch t,t night . T recall

that one night, af ter my w&tc'#wos ov%r, ". had taken the

saddle off ray horse, and tieti hin oat, end toad lain down,

with lay head on ny se die, v/hen I heard horses'- hoofs, and

sure enough I espied a horse-thief and drawing my six gun,

fired £.t hir.. This aroused the others end they gave chase •

and s,o n had driven then away. - v e learned th<^p*ext day,
• t~

*that*a rtnch'er, north of here, lost one hundred head of

cattle th8t sair̂ e night , so we always thought that the sane'

gang who attempted to steel sorce of our catt le, had succeed-

ed elsewhere that night.

I have driven thousands of cattle across the -rkansas,

at Tuls8, end have lost "cuite a fe* in the quicksand. We

weite able, so^eti es , to save then by roping ther: and puiling
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thera out with our horses, but not eVery tim», aa nh«n

they got started down it «as not easy to "get them .out*

J.n 1894 I was married to Luda ifey sherley, a school

teaoher of Fayevteville but a native of Farmington, Ar-

kansas*

I was employed as a mechanic by Pratt & Ferguson

at Fayetteville for eight yoars. Tften, in 1900,1 got

a job as an engineer on the K*C*&S*(Kansas City & South-

e m ) and moved my family to Stilwell* I\kept my K* 0.

& S. job until 1911, when I was employed as engineer

in the Stilwell Municipal Power Plant, and served in

tha\ capacity for seventeen years*

one of the* delegates to the First Cons^itu-

tional Convention which mot at Guthrie* I represented
\ \ v *. "

Adfcir Qounty* Of course, I iaet and knew praoticaULy a l l
• . \ \ . \ s ' * \

the delegates\to the convention* c \
• \

Williato (Bill) Morray was very.active in that con-. "•>

ventlon. We delegates were elected by our various county

conventions* We\had an interesting time while at Guthrie\and I suppose drafted a pretty fair constitution* We had

v good schools, although we had to bear our own expenses,as

\\here were no state Federal funds to help out,and X add,that



SMITHi GEORGE M, " . \ INTERVIEW. - 12550. £.

\

we ha,d no'county o r - s t a t e tax to pay, so a f t e r a l l , pu r

expenses were not so g r e a t . \

I Worked on the Kansas City and Sou-fchern railway from

about 190 u n t i l 1911, then for seventeen y€*ers was engineer

in the Municipal p lan t a t s t i l w e l l ; t ha t was u n t i l 1927 when

I can.e to Tu l sa . « \

I saw a l o t of Indians liiid observed t h e i r ac t ions and

customs, and found tha t i f ym t r ea t ed them f a i r l y you had

no trouble* rfut i t was bes t never to crink nor gamble v̂L th.

them. Indiaas were alr.ost always bad ^hen dr inking, and

whiskey v?as always easy to ge t , b ) th l o c a l l y anc from .Arkansas-

I tms never a r r e s t e d , nor was I ever a pa r ty to .any

court proceedings in e i t h e r cjivii or cr iminal c o u r t s . I

have of course served on j u r i e s . ^ ^ '

I r e c a l l a deal I f a i l e d I to ma^e which i f made

would probably have been go 3d Ifinanci filly foir we, Jim Maxwell

owned and operated a, r e s t au ran t and wagon yard on Archer

Street ,^ .east of Moin.Street . 1 used to ee t t h e r e , and .hitch
M

ijgr horse in his barn. One n.ght he proposed selling me the

whole outfit, including' the feed, consisting of a carload

of prairie hey. I told Mr I had only $25.00 or £30.00
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won me",- but did have a f,ine mare, -saddle ami bridle". >

gejproposed t rad ing a l l h ie belongingso for my ^ a r e , saddle

.̂ and-br id le . I d i d n ' t take? nirn up , so the next nr&ht a

Federal fgp^eefne in «nd a r r e s t e d hir. for a murder ate had

coratnitted in another s t a t e . He, evident ly had "srind"\of

' t h i s , hence h i s dern re to s e l l . * \
* - . • .« \

I knew, personclly, e number of the. early-day'peace \
\

8 \

o f i ce r s Ign i t ed states ii.arshals -end so oni Chas. Rhodes \
\

and "Red Rogers^-r "3Ed Fry "was a United vStates Coranissioner
.- at 3

The v.TiJ;e TJe^&^sken to4-l"'ort Crnith to e*ourt, and the
• _ • • • - " i

Indian t r i a l s were hela in Indian courts nt Tahle"nuah.

, I ha-ve l i j^d iif'Tulsa for ten "years end eh, .to* engineer

at the Municipal building here. \ 'My wife died in 1932.


