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V/orkor'o name Ophelia P. V e s t a l

'-iio report made on (date) May 4, 195'8

Kr. John %ith

:•:. '>5rt O-'L'i'̂ o Address Lawton,

3. riujid^nco address (or loca t ion) Route Z

4. DAT3 OF riEiTK: Month.

5. e of -tirth is" now Oklahoma.

Day Year • 1880

6. Name of'Father

• Other inTorniat iori nt'.mt father

7. iĵ ifc of Mother

Flac-c of births .

Place of birth

Ct AOr ii'iformat ion about mot her

jKotuc or c©:Tipl.,te narrative by tfco fiold worker dwalinp' v?iti: thu l l fo and
jstory ;af Jr'<ie ;cr^on interviewed, * Hĉ  r to Manual, for su^ee--ed subjects-
\ii^A lac .tiono* Continue on blank s}".c-"t.:- if necessary and attach firmly to
uv .[thi.:- '"jriru "iinibe-r of sh i f t s
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SMITH., JOHN \ •

Ophelia
Investigator,
May 4, 193B

10636 *

Interview with Mr. John Smith,.*?.-
\R-. 3,.sLawton, Oklahoma. «

• I was.born in what i s now Oklahoma* in the -eastern

part , June-1, 11680, ' Wnon * #as four years.'old my mother

died and, my farcher moved back .to mother's folks homa in

Texas. %en I was about eleven or twelve yeass uld, a

good sized boy for my age?. I moved to some otner rs ia t ivo.

near Bed Rivsr*. ' . ^ .

, Near-the rivar-was located" little atoret., a grift-t
\ &
\
^ small cotton gin, occasionally, A& L

boy going tp the store for my aunt I-Iiari-a prot 'zf*s&a^-to

I remember going over to the r iver and seeing a.farry
. *

boat cross* The Indians in the territory would bring .

snake roots, black-root anli.herbs they dug from the woods,
i * *

bundle i t in large bale-l ike shapes, crossing" on the ferry,

i'l w tao 1-x t t l g •store and trauvj reitfa- the e1.O!r»- •
keeper for sugar and fire water. The fire water as the

» » 4

Indians" called l iquor, "was put up in cans labeled with

frui t labels . When th'ey traded out a l l th©y wanted to , the
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storekeeper would pay them a few cents a pound, tiien

the black root and snaks root was .hauled in wagons with

ox ttaraa to Paris,. Texas, getting as high as twenty-five

cents a pouncL These herbs were sant back east and

medicins made of than. The Indians made some me Heine of V,"̂  ^

the herbs too^. but I ne-ver learned just how i t was made. I

have been to Indian meetings that were called "Tom Fuller"

medicirT' meetings'. They beat 'corn up like corn c ^

i t , ana after » day .or tws diank the water.

Some Indians

picked -cotton."

baby, maybe only

cano from the Territory into Teq&gcs and ,
<-N

e Indian squaw ^ould..ti©< ^£r new born *'-

a«few hours' old, onto,a tr6e limb and, l e t

g
/*•<

.£t owing to.and fro by the wind for hours and hours at a

time. The I-ndiâ i batfies were npver'k'ijown to cry. At:the

present time; I\don^t believe Indian children pry__as other
. - • * * * • . • • " ' .

• children do• /• ' '- . - -

• • *•>.. .

£ have"ES&rd"long"yf%rs- ago,, the Indians wo Id meet in

QTIQ had passed away9 a l l Indians dJancin»'vl"h a

' ' *
elrcle atid singing, while one big- chief sat naar the head

of the dead Indian and mourned.'


