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1. JName uz;. John Smith

2. Oot 0rice Address  Lawbon, Oklshoma , r !

3, Recidonce address (or locntion) Route 3 .
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4, DATZ OF HISTH: Month June Day + .  TYear
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Place of Tirth Wm% is now Okiahoma. '
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*. May 4, 1978
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. % Interview with Mr. John Smith, = -
. R, 3,,Lawton, Oklahoma. R
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- 1 was.born in what is now Oklshrma, in tho eastein
_ part, June-1, 16880, " %hon I was four years’ old my mother
* ’

died and my faefler movéd back to mother's folks home in

N | .
Texas. #aen I was about eleven or twelve yeams vld, a
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"&ood sized boy for my agé, 1 ingvad to some otuer relative.
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g,\ ﬁearatha\e ;ivér -was logatea little stores, z-; gris-t“
mill,\\,,and small cot"ton gin, occusiona.lly, As a bar‘qgfoﬁ‘
'béy gc‘:\xng to th; store for my aunt 1 “hau "a {;Tuﬁ};y‘g\bal’&é‘g&?’:—'—"—* -\*
- I ;‘@meﬁlber goiﬂg over to the river and eeein;g‘ a.ferry -
. b.gat cross,_‘ The Indians in the *.:errit_a‘r}“would bring .
r sngiéef roots, lack;;%nfi})‘a a{j}d,herba they dug krram the woéds, A
?%undlé" it in large bale-like shapss, crossing on the ferry,
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_ kesper for sugar and fire water. The fire water as the
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Indians called liquor, was put up in cans labeled with .

fruit labels., “When they traded out all they wanted to, the
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storekeeper would pay them a few cenis a pqund, then
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the black root snd snake root was heuled in wagons with '

ox teams to Paris,. Thxas, gettiﬁg as high aé twenty-five
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cents a pound, These herbe were san% back east and ‘;\
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medicine made of them, The Indians made some meiicine of L
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. the herdbs too, but I never lsarned just how it was made. I~ “i:
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have been to lndian méétings that were called "Tom Kuller"
‘

medieir- meetings, Thay beat 'corn up Like corn cheﬁ@%f@@okP“ )ég
it, ana after day or ’cm drank ths w,&mr. S’ *"i}?

Some ~ndians| caxe from the Territory into Tewas and ,
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picked cotton. The Indian squaw would. tie hgr new born 7. .
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baby, maybagonly 4 <few hnurs’old,.onta,a.trée limt; and, let
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.ft swing to. and‘fro by the wind for hours and hdurs ét a

time. The Indian bﬁbies were never known to cry. At the

prasent time, I\don*t balieve Indian ehildren gry_gs other
'children do. "v3“~l“ o .

X have” Eﬁardflong ye&rs ago, the Indians wo 14 meset in

camp.where one had passed away, All Indians dancina in a

hZIRd ww’“x-—-&,"ﬁvh Spp O Y- TG — . - . e

c¢irels and singink, while one big-chief sat near the head

of thse dead Indian and mourned. :
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