
mou, WLUAu.sTJBitta mcmiwt teot



S1BSWUB*
• \

460*

Form A-(S-149)
BIOGRAPHY FORM

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer His tory Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker*s name

This report made on (date.) 195?

1. Name Prtoa

2. Post Office .Address

3, Residence address (or location)

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month July

5, Place of birth

Nine miles southeast of Bianchard

Day Year 1861

6. Name of Father Price

Other information about father

7, Name of Mother

Other information about mother

Place of birth

inforraation

P a l l e t . Place of birth

Notes or complete na r ra t ive by the f i e ld worker deal ing ./' ' ; ,rl^3 131c crtd
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual fo r su;, .--^>d subjects
and ques t ions . Continue on blank sheets if necessary and r.tu&ch firmly to
th is form. Number of sheets at tached - .



PRICE, WILLIAM STJSWART INTERVIEW - 4602 " "
V ;

Bobert H. Boataan
Interviewer •
June 22, 1937

Interview with William Stewart Price
Route 2 , Blanc hard, Oklahoma

Born July S, 1861.

I cams to Indian Territory wi.th my father John Price

during the Civil War,
* •

At that time there was nothing here but a big open

country filled with cat t le , deer, turkey and a l l kinds of

wild game. There were also lots of wild horses and if you

wanted one a l l you had to do was just to pick out the one

you liked, run him down and rope him and you had a battle

then as he aould fight to k i l l .

if?e were on the tfashlta River some vfo&r'e about where

Pauls Valley sow i s .

That was a l l a big ranch. Fauls Valley ma not even

thought of then* There was one l i t t l e store, across on the

east aide of the r i ter ." I t belonged to old Doc Warner. He

had a big ranch also; the goods we're hauled by wagon and team

from Gainesville, Texas, or from^Fort anith, Arkansas.

About a l l the way people knew what directions were was

just to start out for a certain points Se would go to Gain?-

vil le across the Limestone Gap la the Arbuckle Mountains, About

a l l that a grocery store had in stock was flour, sugar, coffee,

salt and sometimes soda and if we wanted corn meal we would

shell up some two. to *four bushels of corn and take, i t on horse-

back to a mill some twelve to fifteen miles down the river and
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there we would have it ground into meal.

The mill was -an old treadwheel mill run by ox poser.

The ox would walk on a .big round wheel aad its walking would

turn the" wheel beneath ita feet and the wheel was on a "shaft that

ran the mill.

There was nothing here until the Santa Fe railroad came-

in 1880 and that was about tbs beginning of the first growth

for Oklahoma. This railroad was being built both ways from •

the North and from the South, The North crew beat the South

crew by four days. Th^y iaet at Purssll or where rurceii now is.

it was not there then and neither was Noble or Korean. There

was a big ranch right where Puroell is now and all there sas

at Oklahoma City was a depot and so we ran along with a few

settlers coming alopg as the railroad came.

Oa Sundays I would saddle'up a pony, p^t my wife and baby

on the saddle and get on behind and we would spend the day hunt-

ing for pastime. At one time a bunch of turkeys besan passing

along and it took them over a half a day to get by. The Indians

said they were immigrating. There were four to" five thousand

turkeys in the flock.

On April 2, 1889, the run was'mado. People were just

waiting and at a given tiine a cannon was fired and away we went.
« ! •

Every way you would look you would see a red flag. Some people
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would fa l l oat and give tip the run and some would get ahead

and stake a claim.

We. kept whipping along. I ran to Crutchen Greek and

there were only eighteen men left so then I turned Uorth and

I jjave that horse a l l he had so finally I gat to where the

smoke had kind of cleared away end I staked down three claims

and I got inv such.a hurry I got two flags on the sane claim.,.

You know m were to have one hundred and sixty acres. I got two

claims instead of three, I gave my father-in-law one of than

and then decided I did not wan£ the other one and I gave i t
r

away* 2£y father-in-lat? sold his for one hundred dollars and

that claim I staked was yight sfcere the very heart of the

Okiehoma City oi l field Is now located.

There were no schools then and no churches. After

people began to ge£ sett led, they began to have some sub-

scription schools. The parents would pay one dollar and

twenty-five cents for each child to f& to schobl. »1e did

not know whether e man or a woaarw was s school teacher or

- not. Some one sould come along and say he or she was a

school teacher and would go around through the settlement
«

and sign -up the children and then we would have school from

three to four months of a year*
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Mast a l l the teachers came from-Texas end the country

settled up very fast* People began soon to build houses,

break lend and farjning towns were bui l t . Bridges were built

and i t looked as tho people would a l l get rich over ni$it*

"~ I t was oae continued thing after the other, and today I think

that tbia ploce that was once what you might cal l a "Ho Man's

Land" ranks second to none in the United States.
9*
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