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Eftie Jackson,
Interviewer,
June 15, 1937,

An Interview with W. M MHeCullough,
Pioneer Peachk Officer,
1748 West 37th St., Tulsa, Okla.

I was born in Brazil, Indiana, Movember 27,
1866, VWhen fourteen, I moved with my parents jwho
were formers,to Missouri, With the Y20 wsat® fever
I joined the movement to the Indian Territory in
1891, I farmed for two yesrs near where Bixby is
todayes I was foréman of the }ay Forsythe Rsnch from
1893 to 1898, Then I was a fermer and owuer of &
‘geneai'al store at Fry until 1911, I was sheriff of
Tulsa County from 1vll to 1922, except like Finne-
gen, I wes'in ‘agin‘ ~out ‘agin, but mostly "ia'"
only out duriwg ine years 1915-16 and 1019 end
1020, I was With the -rroducers Refining Compc;ny for
8ix years, I have been living in Red Fork sipco.

Now to go Back to the old days ,things were
very different then, Maybe you would liks to heay
how we 4id things in those days when there was not

mich law, and the order wes what you made, I remem~
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A
ber I came here with e man named w.hité end farmed.,

We had & place down near B‘.xby,'}%nd«ﬁxf,‘ White had a
peat’mny hoés. We counted all s;e ;ould, which wes
at;out three hundred and twelve, They stayed sround
the log houses and cribs th- t were scattered about the
place,

I never saw the/like of fleas in all m' life, ;ﬁ
In the spring of 1893, there was a great deé‘l of ;‘rai%x
and the mosquitoes were bad, nearly everybody got
malaria and the Whites went back to Missouri, u&n
he got well, I slept in the haymow in tﬁe sunmer
until 1t got too hot, then I took my bedding afli made
a tl>ed in an old horse tyough under a ‘big elm. In the
daytime, I hung my bef;ding on the clotheg line and
thet way I outwitted the fleas,

My, White took down with congestive chills, and
his folks got very worried., Folks thought the third
chill was sure to be fatal, and for some reascn it

Vgenerally vas, I went to get the doctor who lived

nine or ten miles south of Wier, About all he knew
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was what wouldn't kill you, but he wacn't ct home,
80 when I got buck I cams to Tulsa for a doctor.
Drs Sem Kennedy got his teem and wente He got
there about daylight as we used to go over the
draw known as Strawberry Creek, now 18th St., and
then on southeest, I was pretty tired but followed
Dre Kennedy until he got to what is now 3lst and
Peorises An Indian, nemed Ticibosky had a place
there and I pulled in and laid Gown under a tree
and slept until late the next morninge

When I got home, Dr. Kennedy had a big iron
kettle filled with ears of corn boliling in the yard,
About the time the chill began, he 1;011013 the patient
in & blanket and ;Qcked the hot soft corn ebout him,
as hot as he could stand end kept it there until the
sweat broke the chills,

There wes a fellow named éhcs who lived southe
east of our rench house, He had the lend leesed,and
some cattle., Joln Hogan, e buchelor, lived one mile

down in the bottom in & tent and hed some live stock,



MOCULLOUGH, W, Mo INTLRVILW, 6740 459

Bass put in some wheat and was short a horse to
work it, 80 he went to Hogan's to buy an unbroken
mule he had, He offered him cighty dollars for

it though Hogan wouldn’t sell, but told him he
could teke the mule and work it, The mule got
sick and Aid, now whose mule was 1%? Vell, Bess
offered Hogen forty dollars for it, but Hogan
wouldn't agree so they decided to leave it to are
bitrations DBass picked me, Hogan tock Bod Fry and
we picked old man Boyd, who ran the stere, They
both told us the same sterys We went off and tolked
it over and decided Bass should pay the eighty
'd.ollara for the mule, so Bags gave Hogan a check
and everybody secmed satisfied,

This one was always funny to me, Bass had
sold Nicholson a lot of hays The hay wus put in
ricks and allowsd to settle far thirty days and ‘
then measured, It was mpposed to measure four
hundred and twentyetwo cubic feet to the ton.

Bul’; wife was a school teacher and she figured it
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and Nicholson figured it and thers was twenty
tons differences lell, they cume to get “e to
i
figure it and said my figures ceme closer o Mrs. ?
PBags'q why Bass would pay me five dcllars and *
if they came closer to Nicholson's why he would
pay me five dollars, I figured it all right aud
thers was just one ton difference between mine
and Mrss Beas. ‘ > .
The funniest case I ever settled was beiwsen
tro Dutchmen. It wes the custom in shere cropping
for the owner to reserve the stalkse The first
Dutchman, named Stalzburg, leased o farm from Ben
Heggte, end paid cesh rent for it end then sube
leased it to Jaks Goering and was %0 take one third
erop for rent, After the crop was gathered Jeke
turned hia stock into ihe cornfifld; that raised
8 big questions It was left to tlraee of us to de=-
oide, Jake was irate "I ralsed them atalks and them's
. By stalks." We lot him hove thems

Judges got d:sgusted when an arbitration cuse



MCCULLOUCH, Ve Mo INTERVI. W 6740 i

was appealed and ususlly upheld them,

This was & pretty guod country end had
pretty good people. Some folks had to chenge
their names tut they did -what they said they
would,

About 1894, a circus came to Tulsa. They
" ‘had 8ix wagons, a monkey and a parrot, and I don't
know what alle ¥We had just shipped out a loed of
cattle, 80 after supper, thought we'd go to the
ghow, There was a rosd running betwwen.rcher's
Stopre and the railroed and across from thers wes
Hodge's cornfield, The show tent was put up bee
side: the fence of the cornfield, There weren't
any banks in those days, so the fellows arouné
the country used to leave their monoy with J. M,
Hall or Bob Byrum, A man named Hughes had left his
money with Bynum, He got fifty dollars and put it
in his vest pooket and went to the show, He wes
in the tent gawking sbout when he folt & hand in
Ms vest pooist; he turned to give chase when ane

other fellow, an accomplice, stopped between and
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the first fellow got aways He was so angry,

he took ocut his pockot knife and bezan to fight
whatever was in the 'way. Well, everybody got

out of th's way, and protty soon there was nobody
left to fight s0 he shot the monkey and kicked the
parrot ¢o the top of the tent md then cut the guy
ropes, und the tent fell. The showmen, themsslves,

ran off into the cormnfield,

«... There was a fellow ammed Shanghai Pierce,

who was from Texes, and he was a well fixed cattle-

mane He was about six feet four inches tall and you

could heer him tslk for & quarter of & mile, That .

night he had taken three girls to the show and when

the ruckus e&tartei he ran off and left them, Ve

met him on our way to the circus aud he seid, "oh

don't go over thore, there's & men over there wi.h

8 knife, cutting oieryt{xing to pleces.” The girls

finally got out from undar the tent, and found him

sitding on the porech of the hotel, where the Termin;’
Building is now, When they asked him why he didn't

wai$ he said "I wouldn'’t have ths papers come out
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tomorrow morning all spresd with the hesdlines

"Shanghei Pierce gets killed in a ten cent show’e -

After {1t was all over the showman ceme back and
geve ell the money back to Hughes,

In the eerly days, a person could fence as
mch land es he wented to for farming, but he
could only beve a pastur® = mile square,

Creek Council was held at Okmulzes, anl cone
sisted of two houses, The House of Kings, which
ooz'lfelponda to our Houas of Representativeg,'legus
p.Porrym was the chief, George Perrymn was a
pretty amart Indtian, he went befare the Council
and got a lesse of -é ten mile strip bstwoen the
Arkensas and ?'trdisrs.a Rivers for ﬁvé cents an
‘ acre and then released it for cattle pasturss to

cattlemen,
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