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Maurice H. Anderson,

¥ield Vorker. '

June 25, 1937.

~

AN interview With Mr,® Dixie Smith, .
Wynnewpod, vklshoma. '

& AN

1 Waé’bo:n at a placé' near where arant is now and. i

located in the Chickasaw Nation in 1860, -pMy father was

owned by Mr. Jim colbert who wa$:a vhickasaw. ‘My mother
was owned by Serena roob, a Choctaw. 1y parents both died

. . . )
when L was one year old, according to my grandfather on my

father's side. i ) - .. ‘u

- . s - -
vy first remembrance of things was in 1865 right after

““the War. ) :
My grandfatﬁer and grandmother stayed oﬁ this:big férm
and }armad for'tﬁemselves until i was eight years old. ,1
remember one morning we all 16édgd into one wagon, my gfand
parents and two other Tamilies named Harper and illen. w;
all left'this.big farm in one wagon working four oxen. We
campea ‘about a 7m§.~le south from a log store callgd‘u-he.rokee
rown, located on the Washita xiver in the Chickasaw Nation.
we camped by a big,apring and my éraﬁdfather and Mr. Harper
.and Mr. sllen went to hauling logs to build houses with and

in about ten days they had three log houses built with dirt

€
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floors, they covered thase log housés with logs first, then
- they took dirt a.nd put on top of the légs, There were 8evVeral
big springs within two miles around‘énd there wars about
three to fo&r\hﬁndred Comanche and <iowa indians cumped at
the se spriqgé and there was-one log store.at Cherokee ‘rown

- owned by John_shérley; this store was calied a trading post

+ for the people who lived around here. : -
the firsi\year 1 was here 1 only saw.one white man,
There ware several negroes living around on the prairie, but

~ most of the people whom 1 saw were indiins and before 1 found

i

- ouf what kind.bf indidns they were 1 cilled them the blanket
, .

indisns, they always wore blankets around them, and had“on
beaded moccasins. there were many Cherokees living around

i Cherokee lown, Who were lighter in color than the vomunches

and Kiowas.

+

According to mr. therley, Cherokee 'rown was named for

v

the therokee indians who didn't want to fight and teok refuge

here on the Washita River where John Sherley bﬁilt the first

L3

store. .

T
.
- -

1his store was at Cherokee ‘1own before we céme; it was

an old store and from the looksof the logs l‘would‘say that

L
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it was about fifteen years old when 1 came heregﬁﬁ the .

&

latter part of '1868.

yhere was a Government man who issued meat and other

things to the Cherokee,.omanche and xiowa indians at Chero-

. kee rown, when 1 cume hers. My grandmother was part chicka-~
saw and 1 could 8pgak the vhickasaw language. 1 wauld go

to the Comanche camp and try to”télk to the uomanches, but
-~ . . - *»
1 couldn*t understagd their language; they talked with their

hands quite a bit,

-

1 have cooied meat.over the same fire with the Comanches;

-~

. o,

they would have long'sticks sharpened at one end, and they
would put these sticks through pieces of the meat and hold f@f’
them over the fi;e:untii the meat got hot enough for the

blood to 0oze out, then they would eat it. ' e

b

1 would roast my piece of meat until it was done.

rnoasting and cooking outside the house was not new to

&

am; a8 my grandmothe; did all our cooking out in the yard

-

over a home-made fire place.

My grandfather dug out a small pit and walled it up with

clay and this is.what my grandmother used for a-stove for a

.

long time. Grandfather did farming; he had about three

.
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acres of corn and the second year we lived here he put in
some wheat. ‘the nearest mill Qas at ¢yrus narris' place .
 at old Mill Creek about thirty miles from here, Mr. harriéf
;léo owngdha wheét grinder. ’
in the winter time grandfather and 1 would hunt; we
would k}ll coon and deer end take th?Zr hides to uenison,,
lexasy: and yg would take deer hums ﬁpo;rqp gq;q geer hans
for 25 égnts each and thoughtthat was @ good ﬁ;ice. ‘the

¥

reason my grandfather would take our furs to Uenison, iexuas, -

was 80 that he coul& get a'keénof whisggy.

" we could bave sold our furs at caddo, but this was in
| the indian 1erritory and there w;s no whiskey the;e. vie had
to watch out for the united States marshal when we startea ‘
back home from venison; Gramdfathsr would put the keg of
whiskgy in the bottom of tgg wagon, End stack wha; groceries ¢
and things we had bought on top of it?¢

we wore stopped by the united States Marshals seversal

times bu£’the§ néfe;'searchpd the waéon; they would say,
‘;H;Ve you got any tlikker' with you négfo?" and'Gréndfathbr

' - shake his head and the marshals would
woulg[go on and we wouldn't be stopped any more on that trip.
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in 1874. ihere were two wagons and two white men

- lal

*

P

wore driving four yoke of oxen and they cume witl‘lin/about~
y cume Wil

fifty yar&s of our house., 1 don'% know what they

-

- - ld
ing, but they ggd both wagons lgadeq_and in ubout

The first f}eight wagon carne from vaddo to Fort Sill™—

and they

Cal

were haul-

two weeks

they came back by and from that time on every now and then

’

there would be a wagon train sometimes with five o

ps

r s8ix

wagons in a line, and in about four months ifter this first

wagon went by our house, one day a stage coack came by which

had four horses hooked tc it and the driver was.si

on top. 4nd they carried the_ﬂaggage on top just
‘ -

busses do todai. 4 went to school at rort Arbuckle for two

years,1874 and 1875, the Govermment had a mission
. VeImuant | nissi

tting up

1ike the

~

Schbol

there and 4 boarded there. L don't know wheth@rggyfgégnitwﬁ-,

e —
e

father had‘to~pay”TOf”meﬂéBI;é to school of\ﬁbt.

-~ -1 hauled freight frof vaddo to Fort Sill in 1l
\

drove five yqﬁgﬁgteers and the wagon train 1 was w

- - -
twenty wagons in it.
g

R

to carry the mail on his stage. L. have seen Mr,
’ . . .

drive up and down this stage line in his buggy,sho

-

876. 1

wr, John Bétchéis had the contract from the Uovernment

oah Lael

ing horses, ,

Vi
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and befors he,died hs.was the richest man in this part of
\\' ..". b "' t ‘;,‘ : N ~
_the counﬁ?y; he worked ! ﬁérd‘and he was & good manager. fe
. g ,-.3'9;* - ER )
married the duughter*of nx-bovernbr vyrus udarris. 1 HMé)ped
\ -

wr, Bill uwuy hedl freight -ﬁgr,xwofyears. 4 drove one

wagon and mr. Guy drove the pthér ®agon, latér he was mude ‘

Y

Governor of the Uhickasawvation.

%

- % / . f — .
i Mr. Guy used to-.tell me jokes and sing songs around our
P S

camp fire at night whilé e Were on one of thése drivps.

s knew #rank and Jesse James hey Were at onA- time work-, e
- -

ing with the. uklahoma xerritéry freight outflt énd one day

~

while 1 was at Chemokee iown, 1 heard the United States

Marshal was looking-fér’%ﬁéh and the next timq'%he Uklahoma'

4

Tbrritory.outfit came by frank and Jesse James were not with

13

it, they had left this part of the country.

-i helped lay the railroad from the plaea where it cross-
ed cush gyéek nedr raﬁlg Valley to turéell. the erew wérking
north beet the crew working South to surcell by the length of
two rails. 4 was standihg,there when the big'ra}l;ax gfficials
came up in their carrisge driving foﬁr white“hofSosaand'watched
theh d;ivé the silver s_ile. 4ihis was on ypé fourth Qay of

May, 1887, - e

-



L ) . 442
SMITH, DIXIE, : " INTERVIEW. 4813,
- ’ o
e -7 ‘ _
~ L ) e i ”M:/"’ ",/ ) T
" she next day 1 came back home and went to fencing up |

-
b

land sround here and building log housés on this land. 4

‘wrote to some of my friende in Louisiana and had them come

T~

out here ang farm for me, st that .time you owned all the

¥

-~

~1land you could fence. in 1895 zach sllen and i built a

f

school for‘negroes;*i%”ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁg&vﬁ?ding school in a two stary
building with & basement and it costus 33,000,00,

ﬁé gét four white women to take charge of it and it

Fatd

7~

was called vethesada wission. ..
4+ now live within ohe mils of the place whnre'my grand-

father settled when We came here; the old stage line is still
e ad B N
visible in-pT&Ges and it used to pass within about a hundred
e . |
- _.yards of the house where i now live, which is about two miles

0

northeast of tynnewood.

“at one time L was worth  $100,000.00, but today 4 live

¥

off of thefﬁid age pension check and whatever mony 1 can make

farmiﬁé. \ -
r



