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Maurice H. Anderson, .
Jf'ield Worker.
June 25, 1937. • ,\,

An interview With tor.'pixie Smith, -
Wynnewood, uklanoma,

1 was'born at a place'near where xjurant i s now and i

located in the Ohickasaw Nation in I860; -My father was

owned by Mr. Jim oolbert who was1'a ohickasaw. My mother

was owned by Serena Koob, a Ohoctaw. i«y parents-both di^d

when i was one year old, according to my grandfather on my

father's side. * " - - • _ „ '

r>ry f i r s t remembrance of things was in 1865 right after

-•the War. *

My grandfather and grandmother stayed on this- big farm

and farmed for themselves .until i was eight years old. ,i

remember one morning we a l l loaded into one wagon, my grand ^

parents and two other families named Harper and Allen, we

a l l left this big farm in one wagon- -working four oxen.. We

camped "about a mile south from a log atore called oherokee

Town, located^ on the Washita Hiver in the Ohickasaw Nation,

we camped by a big.,spring and "my grandfather and Mr. Harper

and Mr. ^.llen went- to hauling logs to build houses with and

in about ten days' they had three log. houses buil t with d i r t
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floors, they covered these log houses with logs f i r s t , then*

they took d i r t and put on top of th<=> logs# There .were several

big springs within two miles around and there were about

three to four hundred Coinanche and /.iowa Indians camped at

these springs and ther» was- one log store at Cherokee Town

• owned by John sherley; this store was culled a trading post

<• for the people who lived around hero.

ihe f i r s t "year l was here i only saw, one white man.

There were several negroes l iving around on the p ra i r i e , but

most of the people whom i saw were indiins and before i found

• out what kind .of india'ns they were l called th^m the blanket

Indians, they.always wore blankets around them, and had"on

beaded moccasins, .there were many Cherokees l iving around

1 Cherokee Town, who were l igh te r in color- than the eomanches
o

and Kiowas.

According to Mr. tiherley,. Cherokee Town was named for

the uherokee Indians' who didn ' t want to fight and took refuge
« *

here on the Washita Hiver where John Sherley built .the first

store. v , '

This store was at Cherokee Town .before -we came; it was

an old store and from the looks of the logs l would say that
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i t Was about fifteen years old when i came- her? j ^ r the

l a t t e r par?t of 1868.

There was a Government man who issued.meat and other

things to the uherokee,oomanche and Aiowa Indians at Chero-

kee ro,wn, when 1 came here, toy grandmother was part ohicka-

saw and i.could speak the uhickasaw language. 1 would go

to the coraanche camp and try to talk to the oomanches, but

i couldn't understand their language; they talked with the i r

hands quite a b i t .

i have cooiced meat Nover the same fire with the comanches;

they would have long st icks sharpened at one pnd, and the'f *"

would put these s t icks through pieces of the meat and hold j | |

them over the fire 'un t i l tb.e meat got hot enough for t t e

blood to ooze out, then they jwould eat i t .

1 would roast my piece of meat u n t i l i t was done.

Koasting and cooking outside the house was not new to

me as my grandmother did a l l our cooking out in the yard

over a home-made fire place.

My grandfather dug out a small- pit, and walled i t up with

clay and this is,what my grandmother used for a-stove for a

long time. Grandfather did a|̂ i© farming; he had about three
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acres of corn and the second year we lived here he put in

some wheat, The nearest mil l was at oyrus n a r r i s ' place

at old Will Greek about th i r ty miles from here,Mr. Harris '

also owned a wheat grinder.

in the winter tim? Grandfather anct l would hunt; we

would k i l l coon and deer and take their hides to uenison,
e

i exas^ and we would take deer hams too; wp soj-d deer haras
• , > •-

for 25 cents each and thoughtthat was a good pr ice , rhe

reason my grandfather would take our furs to Jenison, Texas,' •

was so that he could get a-keg of whiskey.

we could have sold our furs at oaddo, but th is was in

the mdian Territory and there was no whiskey there, we had

to watch out for the united States Marshal when we started

back home from jJenison; Grandfather would put the keg of

whiskey in the bottom of the wagon, and stack what groceries <•

and things w* had bought on top of i t ?

We were stopped by the united States Marshals several

times but they never searchpd the wagon; they would say,

"Have you got any ' l ikker ' with you negro?" and" Grandfather
• shake his head and the marshals would

would/go on and we wouldn't be stopped any more on that t r i p .
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The f i r s t freight wagon cane from Vadflo to iJor.t S i l l

in 187<L. ihere were two wagons and two white men and .they

were driving four yoke of oxen and they came within—aboirtr

f if ty yards of our house. i don't know what they were haul-

ing, but they had both wagons loaded and in about two weeks

they came back by and from that time on every now and then

there would be a wagon t ra in sometimes with five or six

wagons in a l i ne , and in about four months after th is f i r s t .

wagon wont by our house, one day a stage eoack came by which

had four horses hooked to. i t and the driver was.si t t ing up

on top. And they carried the baggage on top just l ike the

busses do today, J. went to school at *ort Arbuckle for two

yearsjl874 and 1875, the Government had a mission school

'there and JI boarded there, l don't know whether my grand-

father haxL to -payf ofme going to school or not.

~—±- hauled freight fro^oaddo to Fort S i l l in 1870. 1

drove five yoke/steers and the wagon t ra in J. ŵ as with had1

twenty wagons in i t .

nor. John Batchels had the contract from the\ Government
• \

to car.ry the mail on h is stage, l have seen Mr. \Noah i»ael
• . \

drive up and down th is stage line in his buggy;shoeing horses, f
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and before he\ died fracas the richest man in th is part of

the country; he worked h'srd land he was a" good manager, ne

married the daughter of ix^Governbr oyrus na r r i s . i. helped
V

iwr. Bi l l Uuy ^e.€l freight ""for .two^earrs. x drove one

wagon and Mr. Guy drove the ether 7?agon, late,r.he was made

Governor of the ohickasawNation. •. -

Air. Guy used t o i t e l l me jokes and sing songs around our

camp fire at night while we were on one of these dr ives .

_̂ ~"-<X"knew i'rank and Jesse James,They were at- on* time work- .̂«-

ing with the Oklahoma ier r i tSry freight outf i t and onp day

while x was a t vheiiokee" J-own, x heard the united States

Marshal was looking for them and the next tinte the Oklahoma
• - • (\

r

Terr i tory.outf i t came by i'rank and Jesse James were not. with

i t ; they had le f t th i s part-of the country. A .

1 helped lay the railroad from the place, where it^ cross-

ed r<ush Creek ne^r Jrau'ls Valley to •tmrc'ell. The crew working

north beat the crew working South to -turc^ll by the ' length of

two r a i l s , x was standingf there when the big railway of f ic ia l s

came up in the i r carriage driving four white horsps sand watched

them drive the s i lver s^ike. xhis was on the fourth day of

May, 1887.



r-
442

SMITH, DIXIE. INTBHVieW. 4613.

Aha next day A can© back home and.jwont to fencing up

land'around here and building log houses on t h i s land. A

wrote to some" of my friends in A,ouisiana and had them come,

out here and farm for ma.' At that ;timp you owned'all the

^land you could .fence, in 1895 iiach -alien and A bui l t a

school for negroes,*"Ti ^^^%-feja^fding school in a two story

building with a basement and i t cost us #3,000.00.

«e got four white women to take charge of i t and i t
* > • ' • •

was called uethesada mission. r .

A. now live within one mile of the place wh«re my grand-

father se t t led when we came here; the old stage line i s s t i l l

vi*ible iirTJi^ees and i t used to pass within about a hundred

_yards of the;house where A MOH l i v e , which i s about two miles

northeast of Wynnewood.

At on* time A was w^-th tflOO,000.00, but today A live

of the^old age pension check and whatever mony A can make

fanning.
r


