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Zaidee B. Bland,
Journalist, .
June 18, 1937, :

An Interview With'Dona Zmith,
Altus, Oklahoma.
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I was merricd to Henry Lawson ir the latier pert of.ﬂ

1899 and we tock the train to Quanah, Texas » Yo come %o
Henry's brother's home near !cQueen for our honeymoon with
the understending that if I‘liéed it we would ta?e up lénd -
and make & home. sLetpers ﬁefé very uncertain in those days
and we had ?55#23 in Q&anah ;ﬁo days before Heniy's-brothg

er csme for us. ﬁe was driving & big span of blagk mulés to

a wagon end we lpadgg&our trunks into the wagph gpd all |

& T

got on the spring seat and sterted for McQueén'acrosa the

.

prairie.’ Py . o

o

When we éamé to Red River it was "up" épd looked
dangerous to me but the mules éid not hesitate but walyéd'
fight into the ﬁater just as though it wes their every day
business to cross such plsces. The ;ater csme up. into tﬁe
wagon bed and I was scared; it got our feet and the grips
and e%eiything wete I wanted to go back right then end the

farther I got the more homesick I was for trees and houses.

P
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I did not like the idea of living in the ground like angmgls.

%o got to Hemry's brother's house thet night. 1 guess we

5

.mst have stayed there three veeks before we got moved to

our "hole" in the ground.,

« muhe ’A«f'_‘}/w‘

Henry filed foﬁr and one-half miles g;rth of Eldorsado;
dug a little long cavity in the grouﬁd facing Eest; built
yalls up qbové the gréund two or three feet; put & half
window in the north end bne in the south hung on hinges.
There was 8 dirt floor snd no door for e long time not.un-
t11 after my first baby-came)f;r I reéember there w;s a
send storm snd I could not telltthe color of ﬁy bab¥>he was

~ff*so”E6?é§éH”iiiﬁﬁéiEt;énd fheniﬁéﬂfgﬁmaéé‘me é door.
’ s 4

»

FURNITURE.

.

We went to Quanash and bought'a cook stoveé a cook
teble; rour‘chéirs;Aa wooden bedgtead;sapd'én iron wash pot
for boiling oufdoors; 8 washboard; a barrel to sgw in two
for two tubs; iron cook vesséls; some tin end chins d;shes;
erocks for the milk anéﬁé crock:churn. Henry made ‘2 churxn

. 3
dasher for me out of some kind of white wood; I think it !

was esh. L had ‘brought with me from home all my linens, |
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five quilts, two feather pillows and a feather bed, a tick

to stuff with .wild grass to place next %o the slsts of the -

bed, and so we set up housekeeping.

FARM ANIMALS AND FOWLS.

Henry bought two cows and celves, two mules for our
team, three mares for raising mle colts for he inten%bd
tp‘;aige mules to sell, some chickens, turkeys, guinéas
and‘tame ducks, and a‘shgperd‘dog whicﬁ we nam;d Tabo.,

o

IMPROVEMENT FIRST YBAR. -

¥e hagito have wate?. A well was not good for the
water was too bi tter so ihé Tfirst thing was to dig & tank
and piﬁnt !il%qu on thf dan t;~keep the dem frow washing
'out. géhry broke out eighty acres of lengd on‘the south

gide of the plece end fdarty on the north and planted to

‘maize, keffir, sorghumbjna and some. corn. It all made
I

good if 1t was on sod. I heve seen Henfy meke & hundred

bushels of meize to the scre on that lsnd. We hed to have
- the whole hundred and s;ity acres fgpced for the country
was full of wild cows that would éat\Lp your é;op oy atam-

_pede and run right over your dugout, windmil en ything.
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It was dangeroue for anyone to trj to live on the prsirie
unless pxx ted by & fence,’
1 gold over a hundred chickens thet year besides -what

\ , :
wo ate . 1 do not remember how many turkeys 1 sold buk

- ‘;
.

1 do remember thet I got 10 cents per pound which was’ con-

aidered a good price . 1 hed the bronze turkeys,6 snd they -
AN

grow lerge when they have rrain, ﬂnd my husband iet ther
run 1n his feed.all the tine. 3

»

“To put in that tuch land we had to heve a hired man

oo o

during the plowing end plenting. One‘morﬁiLg tbe‘ﬁfréé'
men wes iisting-some land with the mles and.downxghe& wé;t
into one cf those sinvs; over.their heeds. Henry ;ﬁd igéhmén
had to dig ell the rasg df the day to get .those muLp;‘pﬁtu
end the mnlee’;eio so frightened and trembly that they could

not be worked for several days. One of our neighbors wes

A »-i.a—";

working one mule and he and the rule both disapresred 1n one
of those holes and they never could get them out; they just
disuppeared. We raised a good garden; averything too; beéns,
* potatoes, tbmatoqs, beets,. peas, onions and I _canned and
*drieq enough vegetables to do me ell the next winter.

I wes yoﬁng'and sé;ong'énd 1oveé'to worxk right\along

with Henry-when he would }6% me. /’
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EATS.

‘That firs%’?é&r we had %o buy our meet end lard ss

well as suger, coffee andflour. We paid $1.50 for forty-
eight pounds of flour, 10 cents ber pound for s&gar and

15 cents per pound for eoffee. To hold our meat bill down
we used ta eat lotg of rabbits, fish &nd birds. I-have
‘walkéd nkne'uﬁles across the preirie to Boggy Creek to

. catéh e mess of fish for Henry's supper when he would go to

, Quaﬁah for lumber.- He hed a good spen of large mules end he

uded to heul lumber for othe;fﬁeople,when he hed iime,for'a

b3 s
> neay

iittié extrs money. . o .
T could twist a rabvit out of & hole as well es & man °
any day gnd I have éone-dbﬁg into = gyp‘sink many e tie gné
twisted out a rabbit for our dinmner. ‘. |
There was & blue quail with 8 top xnot thst we called
Mexican:éﬁgil thet is larger than a bob white and we trapped
.them & lot away back from the house.‘:?hey made a good pot
of dumplings or & good pie’ if they happened to be ysung ones

" and they are good fried.

54
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L%;§£~Shé time. I would cut it out of the pot when it got

5
G

»
NS

fﬁéol'and dry;i% n the‘smoke;houae 80 it;hbuld be iglthe

-

I haé to. use cow chips mostly for cooking and they made
2 nice hot fire. I made the finest of biscuit and cooked
them on the'nice hot quick {ire the cow chips msde. Cow
chips meks a cuicker hotter fire then cosl oil does. For
winter we would grub mesquite royts to go with the cow chips
end make them lasf lcnger snd we did not have to be putting
fuel into the stove all the time. I:alwaya b;iled every-

thing I could out of doors and hsc td have mescuite limbs

-or something to go around thepot. I weshedmy clothes &nd

spread ﬁheglqn the grass to dry. The grass was tall and
clean and qgé} dried resl cuick on & sunny day snd the most
of thq deys ue?e.aaﬁny. I alweys made all the ;oap I uged
in the old iron pot and rendered my lard. Open kettle lard
seemed better; it seems théfvlt gets something from the
cleen air and smoke thet is sround when you are meking it
like & flavor.

o I elways mede enough sosp to last three or four months
*\ J . f

W
™

‘ . N ) ' ’ s 4
shade end then hang itup in grass sacks aud use it as I .

L A a A

- wented it. S 4

Sy &
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The earth wss alive with flees. Big, little, o0ld snd
young. They were not junping fleas but craﬂliné fleag. They
simply crewled sll over you; you could not sleep. T have
poured hot weter sll arouné ny bed posts to try and,;ill
them. At night when the lemp wes lighted I have eeen~ﬁ§
bed sheets bleek wi%h them. Ié you could ever get them all
off of your bed snd eround the posﬁs you could sleep until -
another bunch found you.

SNaXES.

1 never. dared go to bed at right until T hed shaken cut

every4§uilt and shéet snd looked between the beds and under
- : - S, .

then for snekes, I have found rmieny 2 one that had to de

killed before ve dered to go to beds Anézkhan you ‘know
snakes always go in peirs end Qﬂeq we hed found and killed
one if the mate was not already in eight to be killed we had
to hunt him end kill him or we mightﬁwake\up and f;;d hia in
the bed with us.

’ SPIIERS.

We had a lot of spiders different sizes and colors.

"Some Were supposed to be poisonous and soie were not. I wes
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afraid of them nll but tho one thet scared me worse was

.the big Sld black prairie splder cslled e tersntula. They—

were everywhere; more nugerous than snokes.

once I opencd my oven to put in $hebread and there sot

e turentule as blg os uy hand on his >1d long legs. He wos

“go hot he was mede. They cun jump iour or five feet. I got

him killea a;d threv him out of the window end theé was ufraid

to cqok my breud in the ovenr for feer he hed poisoned. the oven.
| GentLpedés and terantulss would suCk the blood out of

real young chickens &nd ceuse them to die. Hawks were bad

after chickens end little guidees. The gulueas were the

woteh dogs of the furm and 1t seewe« thet their noice did

keep things away that preyen on the chiokena.

-

~ .=' WOLVES AND cmmoum's.

.!_

lofer wolves; both kindswers bad to get after chickens and

Q_“

. eny kind of fowls or birds but the lofer ﬁﬁlr was the worst

=, T e

about. Irttle calveg and. colta or pigs. vhen you would go

out early 1n the morning it was dengeroua,eﬂpecially walking

for.if a lofer wolf was hungry he would attack a person,

e
™ ‘-
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< Pole cats, possums an&'badgara\ggg&d all cetch the

chickens and dat the eggs. We had to keep everything shut
.up at night. ve had a raven’ I.-think it is the seme fizl
. .gx v - . N

which they.call a créw'gpw,that.was bad  to get the oggs.

This raven would watch ‘the turkeys eand ns soon as the hen

. - -~

would lesve her nest the raven wys right there to bresk the

. egg ond eat 1Y,

.
L4

These ravens destrq?éd mare eggs fr r.e than all the
"other "vérmdnts"Atogether.' There were nct a greet vany

catamounts and they were sosn killed out. Thére was 8 big
gyp sink away over an Bogey thaé‘the catamounts.-"denned” up

. @ ~

‘in and once in a while they would scare sore one and often
. get & colt or éelfp One time . when our—hephews,were out

. o [SY e - - .
" hunting they found .= a gyp sink vwhere some wild animel had |,

~ devoured & man. They found’

P

gome of his bones, his bO)ts aud
The ﬁhole neighborhocd was "piled” up and @t together

‘and huated the cats down and kilied them all nr drove then

~t .

out of the country. -

T ‘g'f”“ LT Iﬂﬁwﬁﬂgngx-m»‘:; R
. ;‘ Every sumner all the neigbbors would get together and

%‘%‘ ”

go on’ fiah fries., "he~water would ‘Be low in Boggy and the
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men would get in barefooﬁea'gﬁd seine and we women would

‘

welk elong the bank snd as the men wo@ld eateh the fish

g

they would thiow them o1t on the banrsg . We,woren'would -/ﬁ

put them into e mack until we thought we had encugh end. then. % .«

& .
3 -
¢

we would meke a rire. of cow chips and fry thew right on the

banks and héveﬂé-gfg-tjme. wé would Bring our bréaf aﬁd
everything else we needed alréady fixeé £t eat.

= Loté éf times they would éatch'eoft shell turtlies.
Soft ahexl tﬁrtlea vmré'good.jugt thrown into the f{fe sng
roasted in their shells. . remember one.tine we had‘a men

with us who when he found a turtle would Juat site the
-3

T

turtle ¥:) head off himselr betore he would throw 1t to 18

Ve woman uould not pick up 8 livo turtle for. we «axeﬂaireid
. - <,
if he bit us he wouldn't‘tuanJOoae until the sun went down,
. "% .5
Once when we were out ©n one of theae fiqh fries e

N

=

.regular aloud burat came up end the creek kot out’ of ite

. benks and,ap‘éll got &8 wet‘ﬁ“’drﬁwnaﬁ*rata before we ge%~—r-k_~~

home. 80met1mes when thw wedther was Pood %2 would atay

-
| S

two or thiee GGYS. The nen. would stretaﬁ & wogoh Bheet YTo¥ [

- *us women %o alezp under and they would sleep_ out under the

atars just'on e quilt. o -

-

L
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«llew
There was always lots of fish in 11 the streems those

dayse There wes a8 little creek thet rzn nesr us that V&6

alwe'é very oléar ané Henry made e gig end would walk along

t
the bank end gig them. ve loved fish anﬁ had lots of them

to eat. Once when Henry sand 1 werégoing to & flsu fry, end, .

wore A little late in getting started,we were driving two

big m@lea to a buggy and we started off,acr>ss the prairie

‘headed in thecdirection we werted to go: Tie were going -

e

) along’a% & pretty gdod clfp rnd the mulea cae to a ditch

1

and Jumped iu. 1t thr“u us both out 2f the buggy bqt 1 was

?

thrown across the mules P ana tengled in the harness sowue
“way. Henry anwgﬁnme thourh- sn¢ 1 was. .ot hurt. Benry elways

’ eould get—hig -mulag to do most anything by talking to-them-

and when he tolc them to stand they elwsys minded.’ ¥e haa
"a pair of bip bnes we-calied Mendy and 7ste., They would

& v .
mind Just lire children gnd secmasd to undrrstend. Hgnry

cquld slways get $500.00 for 8 #pan of his good "broken" t

mles. -
n /

7 L ——

A

‘We h&d, two Percheron mares thet elways reised the big-

aﬁ§é6;t.mnlps; one wes bey end one was bleck. I think they each

L3

.weighed more than eleven hundred ﬁounds, %e kept thqﬁ for a
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long time., We .tesught Tabo to bring.in the cows and work

b
L

horses frow the pasture. He knew the milk cows from the .
v s

Avver 3y
&y ones end

4
>
)
N

qa;( {rom the bﬁhers.
ke always kept our heifer c8lvesbut would fatten nur
steers every fall and after killing one %e would scll the

others. . ~F .

We had Jersey and Red Pole cattle mixed; this breeding

- made a kind of brindle cow and which were very good rmilk

—

cows and the calves meié good beef ton. W%e stayed on that

place seven years tnd built a fine two stors house and nice

barns .and granaries. ' : -

° o

LI

it was & gowder, sif t it and,cut out pietures and Lay them

o
3

down. in a8 pletter or eny flst vessel,mix this powdered gyp

end meke the prettiest pictures to hang on the wall,
Sometimeé.-we woqld mix & little colored paint in with
the water when ws were mixing,it up:and have pretty colored

! A

franes. ;. - s ' .

N . ~

™ e -

1 ‘would get 8D rock snd bure it and béé?\it up until -

’ “. “ ii . ’ : ‘ e ’ . 4’61
,. R

A

P RN e

Al
My, huabend w88 @ good provider. He: xilled wdld ducks

4 1 J -

ang geese. and AL gte them and I saﬁed ‘the feathers and made

_-a feather bed. He put’ riqh in our tanx and we did not have

Al
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to go way over to Boggy for fish for a mesl but put out

our lines at night and would slways have Tish for the next

day to eat. > ’

He cuught coyoties, coons, possu: s tnd skunvs; skinned
S

their and sold their'nides. Ve always hed asmiteh of hides

1

to " 8ell every spring. jienry wwmld m¢  efretchers 5.t °f

. % BN . .
boards anc¢ put the hides on them to drv sothey wa 12 7ot b

so wrin“led or meybe sprilec in <0 e places.

ly husbond wes 8 g@o0d monae-r snd providec 211 things

s s —

fer our neecs and comfort as long ss he lived,

- )

we could not oput 1t an oreherd £or the soil hee too

.
@ s 4

much slkeli for fruit enc we alweys hed. tv ¢ a £ood wany

! -

There iscd to

——

lo .

miles Pron naoume to gatnyr wile g}ums‘to,e
be lots of fruit raised on the sand snd-we waldg 0 1o the

2 Co . P L ‘
orchards an®get a loed for little?dr nothiag snd sohetines

for the gethering of it and I always put up plenty ~f Pl

- -

after the first year. Ve K . .



