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Za idee B. Blend, * -
Jburnali s t , ** * '
June 18, 1937,

kn Interview With Dona 3mith, *"
Altus, Oklahoma,

THi LXPERIENCV. OF A r i
OF -

I was married to Henry Lavson ir. the lat ter part of

1899 and we took the train to Quanah, Texas , to come to

Henry*s brother's home near I cQueen for our honeymoon with

the understanding that if I liked i t we would taVe up land

' and make a home. Letters were very uncertain in those days

and we had to stay in Quanah two days before Henry's broth-.

er came for us» He was driving a big span of blaqk mules to

a wagon and we loaded our trunks into the wagon and a l l

got on the spring seat and started'for McQueen'across the
• - -

prairie.* ^ V - • _ _

When we came to Red River i t was*""up" and looked

. dangerous to me but the mules did not hesitate but waljdfe'd

right into the water just as though i t was their every day

business to cross such plsces. The water came up. into the

wagon bed find 1 was scared; ft got our feet and the grips

and everything wet» I wanted to .go back right then and the

farther I got the more homesick I was for trees and houses.
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I did not l ike the idea of l iv ing in the ground l ike ani^jnals.

n© got to Henry's brother19) house that night. I guess we

.must have stayed there three weeks before we got moved to

our "hole" in the ground.

Henry f i led four and one-half miles north of Eldorado;

dug a l i t t l e long cavi ty in the ground facing East; bu i l t

va i l s up above the ground two or three feet; put a half

window in the north and one in the south hung on hinges.

There was a d i r t floor and no doo-r for a long time^not.un-

t i l af ter my f i r s t baby came^for I remember there was a

sand storm end I could not t e l l the color of my baby he was.

s*scrirovered Kith dirt^and then Henry made me a door.

FURNITURE.

We went to Quanah and bought a cook stove'; a cook

table; four chairs ; a wooden bedstead;-and an iron wash pot

for boil ing outdoors; 8 washboard; a barrel to saw in two

for two tubs; iron cook vessels; soiue t in end china dishes;

crocks for the milk and 'a crock chu'rn. Kenry made 'a churn

dasher for me out of some kind of white wood;. I think i t

was ash. L had'brought with me from home a l l my l inens ,



452
SMITH, DONAM. INTERVIEW. 4493.

f ive q u i l t s , two fea ther pi l lows and a fea ther bed, a t i ck

to stuff with .wild grass to place next to the s l a t s of the

bed, and so we se t up housekeeping.

FARM ANIMALS AND FOWLS.

Henry bought two cows and calves , ' two mules for our

team, three mares for r a i s i ng mule c o l t s for he intended

I
to raise mules to se l l , some chickens, turkeys, guineas

and tame ducks, and a sbeperd dog which we named Tabo.
, . ' ' . *.

IMPROVEMENT FIRST YEAR.-

We led to have water. A well was not good for the

water was too bi tter so

and plan"; willows, on the

out. Heiiry broke out eighty acres of land on the south.

side of

the first thing was to 'dig a tank

dara to keep the dam from- washing

-place and/forty on the north and planted to

maize, kuffir, sorghumcane and some. corn. I t al l made

good if i t was on sod. I have seen Henry make a hundred

bushels of maize to the acre on that land. We had to have

the whole hundred and s:j.xty acres fenced for the country

was full of wild cows that would eat up your crop of stam-

pede and run right over your dugout, w U

• O )
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I t was dangerous for anyone to t r y to l i v e on the p r a i r i e

un less p ro tec ted by s fence* ' v

I sold over a hundred chickens t h a t yeer besides wh8t

we a t e . I do not remember how many tuikeys 3 sold bû fe

I do remenber t ha t I got 10 cents p«r pound which was'con-

aidered a good p r ice . I hed the bronze turkeys t ^ d they

grow l a rge when they have g r a i n , *>nd my husband let^iiher. •">

run in h i s feed a l l the t ime.

To put in t h a t much land we had to have a h i red man

during the plowing and p l a n t i n g . One morriii.g the h'i'red * •

man was l i s t i n g some land with the imles and down̂  thay went

i n t o one cf those sinVrs; o v e r . t h e i r heads. Henry and* the man

had to dig a l l the r e s t of the day to get .thoss mules ,otit%

end the mules vrero so fr ightened-and trembly tha t they could

not be worked for severa l days. One of our neighbors was

working one mule and he and t n V d u i e bbth disapneared in one

of those holes and they never could get them out ; they j u s t

disappeared. We ra i sed a good garden; everything too; beans,

rfpitatoes, tomatoes, b e e t s , - p e e s , onions and I canned and

dried enough vegetables to do me a l l the next w in t e r .

I was young end s t rong and loved to work r i g h t along

with Henry'When be would, l e t me. /
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EATS. '

That f i r a f y e a r vre had' to buy our meat and lard as

well as sugar, coffee and-Tfloug« ¥>'e paid $1.50 for forty-

eight pounds of f lour, 10 cents per pound for sugar and

15 cents per pound for coffee. To hold our meat b i l l down

we used to eat l o t s of rabbi ts , fish and,birds. I-have

walked nine miles across the p ra i r i e to Boggy Creek to

catch a mess of fish for Henry'« supper when he would go to

Quanah for lumber. '• He had a good spen of large mules and he

used to haul lumber, for other ""people, when he had time, for a

l i t t l e extra money. . **-' -

I could twist a rabbit out of a hole as well as a man

any day and I have gone down" into a gyp sink many a time and

twisted out a rabbit for our dinner. ' .

There was s blue quail with a top knot that we called

Mexican'ouail that i s larger than a bob white and we trapped

them a l o t away back, from the house." 'they made a good pot

of duEplinggr or a good p i e ' i f they .happened to be young ones

and they are good f r ied .
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FDEL.

I had to.use cow chips mostly for cooking and they made

a nice hot f i re . l« made the finest of biscuit «nd cooked

them on the nice hot guick i>:ir-e the cow chips made. Cow

chips make a ouicker hotter fire then cooi oil does. For

winter we would grub mesquite roots to go with the cow chips

and make them las t longer &nd we did not have to be putting

fuel into the stove al l the time. I always boiled every-

thing I could out of do^rs and hao t6 have mesauite limbs

or something to go around the pot. I washed my clothes end

spread them on the grass to dry. The grass was ta l l and

clean and tfeî y dried, real ouick on b sunny day and the most

of the days were.sunny. I always made al l the soap I used

in the old iron pot and renderedlny lard. Open kettle lard

seemed better; i t seems that i t gets something front the

clean air and smoke that is around when you are making i t

like a flavor.

I- always raede enough soap to last three or four months

j&t one time. I would cut i t out of tne pot when i t . got
• «> " , * • > . . . . '

^,'cool and dry.it fn the emoke house so i t would be in' the
' ' - • * • ' , ' . - ' • /

.- shade end then hang ilu/p in grass sacks eud use i t as I

LurantodJJb. ' V / ' .
.' A
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The earth -was al ive with f l ee s , gig, l i t t l e , old end

young. They were not jumping f leas but crawling f lees . They

simply crawled a l l over you; you could not s leep. I hsve

poured hot water a l l r»round ruy bed posts to try end .kill

them. At night when the l&rap wes lighted I have seen my

bed sheets blecfc with them. If yyu could ever get them a l l

off of your bed end eround the posts you could sleep un t i l

another bunch found you.

SNA'<ES.

I never, dared go to bed at night un t i l I h&ci shaken cut

every qui l t and sheet snd looked between the be€a and under

them for snakes,. I have found Many a. one that had to be

ki l led before v*e dared to go to bedi And^fcejn you%now

snakes always go in pelxs and when we had found and k i l led

one i f the mate was not already in eight to be k i l led we had
•s

to hunt him nnd k i l l him or we might wa>re up and find hirn in

the bed with us*

SPIEERS.

Tie had a l o t of spiders different sizes and colors .

Some were supposed to be poisonous and some were not* I was
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of raid of them a l l but tho one thnt scared roe worse waa

.the big old block pra i r io nplder colled e tarantula . They~"~"

were everywhere; more numerous than snoicea.

Once I opened my oven to put in the bread and there aat
A *

a tarantula as big oa ny band on hla dd' long l egs . He was

' so hot he was made. They can Jump lour or five foot. I got

him k i l led and thrftv/ him out of the windo* and thon wao afraid

to cook my bread in the oven for fear he had poisoned the oven

Centipedes and tarantulas would suck the blood out of

real young chickena and cause them to die* Hawka were bad

after chickens and l i t t l e guineas* The guineas wore the

watch doge of the fanr. and i t aeeidoc; that t he i r noiqe did
V

keep things away that .preyed on the chickens*

* : WOLVES AND CATAMOUNTS.
• i.

t

There were a l o t of wolveB;both p r a i r i e or oo>otee and

lofer wolves} both kindswero bad to j ; e t af ter chickens and

any kind of fowls or birds but the lofer woif was the .worst

about l l - t t l e calves en-d col to or pigs» V'hen you would go
: . / - . , "" *

out early, in the morning it was dangerous,especially walking
" • " , -

for if a lofer wolf was hungry ho would attack a parson.
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4 Pole C8taf,.po8eums en<Tbadgera^wji^ci o i l catch the

chickens and eai the e&ga. We had to* keep everything snut
' -• ^ -

up at night . .T'e had a raven'; I. think i t i s the same fowl-
. $ . ^ ; .- ' ^

which they-call a crew'now, that wes bad to gTt the eggs.
; • .* * * *~

This raven w>uld watch 'the 'tarireys nnd ns soon as the hen

•would leave her nest th'e raven'wys right there to'breoV the

• egg and eat i t . ;

These ravens destroyed more eggs f ̂ r i.e. than ell the
, , • . •

other "vsnpdats" together.' There were net a great rony

catamaunts and they were so"»n killed out- There was a big

gyp sink away over on Boggy that* the catamounts.-^denned" up

in and once in a while they would scare sons one and often
* #

f * * i

. get e colt or celf• One time . wKen our nephews were out

* hunting they found ,£ a gyp sink where some wild animal had ,
* *

devoured a man. They found sor.e of his bones, h is bo i ts and

ha t . The whole .neighborhood was "r i led" up and got' together

and hunted the cats dowx* and ki l led them a l l or drove them

o->t of the country, - . , - . " ' .

1 Every suraner, a l l the neighbors would get together and
1 " • - < • • .

go pnfi-sh fries*. The-water would J)e low in Boggy and the
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men would get in barefooted'and seine and we women would •

walk along the bank and as the men would catch the Pish

they would throv them o it on the banJ'a • Y/e, woren would "

put them into e sack unt i l we thoupht we hn<' enn«rb ând- then. ^ ^
• - , - , • • '

we would make a l i re .of cow chips and fry ther. right pn the

banks and have a big tjme. We would bring our brea<" and '-'"^

everything else we needed already fixed to ea t .

"̂  Lots of times they would catch soft Bhell t u r t l e s .

Soft sheXl tur t les r^re good Just thrown into the f i re end

roasted in the i r shel l s , t remember onetime we had e man

with us who, when he found a t u r t l e % would Just bi te the

turtle ' .e head off himself before he would throw ii; to us. '

"We women would not pick up a l ive t u r t l e for, we ware e l ra id

if he b i t us he wouldnH^iwxn ^Looae un t i l the sun went down.

Once when we were out ©n one of theae fiah

regular oloud burst ca&e up end the croek rt;ot out'of i t s
- • » ' • •

. banlfs 8nd.j?e< a l l got efs/ire'trBB'rdroiwre^ra.ts before we

home. Sometimes when thu wea*ther was rood'.we would .stay

two or three days. The n&h. would Stretch* a

us women to alejep under and they would aloep out untter" the

s ta r s ju^t'on a q u i l t . " '
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There was always lo t s of fish in e l l the streams those

days. There was a l i t t l e creeV that rsn near us that was

ei t sys very clear end Henry made e. gig f-nd would walk along

the bank and gig them. Y'e loved f 1 ah. anr had lo ts of them

to eat . Once when Henry and 1 were going to e 'fish fry, and.

were & l i t t l e lb te in getting started,we were drivixig two
* • . - • ' ' i -

big inulea to a bug^y and w,o star ted off.acr>ss the p ra i r i e

•headed in the direction we warteci to go. re were going

along at a pre t ty (?ood cl ip fnd the mules caiae to a ditch

and juifipe6.it. ' 'It-threw us both o^t of the buggy but I was

thrown across the mules rump end tenglod. i'n the harness sovne

"way. Henry s'W&fl-me thourh-and 1 was..tot hur t . Kenry el ways

eould get-Ms*,/'Miles to do &oat .anything by talking tp.rfcfreJs-'"-

and when he told them to atond they 8lweys ntitided.* .̂ e had

~e pa i r of bif; bnes we-called Mpndy and Tatfi'., They would

mind Jttpt lilce"children end sec»n@6 to understand, H,enry

Id always get $500.00 for a ^ a n of his good "broken" * •

'We h6<5. two Percheron roares that always raised the big-,

gesT*r?iules; one wes boy end one w^s bleclc- I think they each

.weighed more than eleven hundred pounds. We kept them for a
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long time?. We * taught Tabo to bring in the cows find work
4 '

' horses from'the pasture* He knev? the milk cows from the

dry ones snd work hoT***f from the btJhers.

We always kept o'rr heifer calveg,but would fat ten our

s teers every f a l l and after k i l l i ng one we would se l l the

o the r s . ' • ^

We had Jersey and Red Pole ca t t l e mixed; th i s breeding

- made a kind of brindi« cow and which were very good nilk-

oo-ws snd the calven lasod pood beef too. We stayed on thn.t

place seven years md bu i l t a fine two s'fcorv honoe nnd nice

barns .and granaries. "

1 would get gyp roch; and burn i t and beat^it up un t i l -

i t was a p,o.wder, siffe i t end,cut out pictures and lay theirv

dowi in 8 plet tei j or any f l a t vessel,mix th i s powdered gyp '

and make the p r e t t i e s t pictures to hang on the well.

Sometimes, we would mix a l i t t l e colored paint in with

the water when we- were mixing 4 t up'find have pret ty colored

frames. ,. • • • -.

,husband was a go'od provider. He-killed wild ducks

and geese and we,a;te there and I- salted the feathers and mado

„• a feather b«d"» He.put' fish in our tank and we did not have
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to go way over to Boggy for fish for a meal but put out

our l ines at night and would sl'trays have fish far the next

day to eat . • -*-

He ciUKht coyotes, coons, possu. s end skunks; slclnned

their, and sold thei r.'hi ces. V'e always hftd as "f>i t'ch of bides

to^cell every spring, jienry vnu.16 RM- "tr^tchfsrs ">.t -.f\

boards an<j put the iiides on them to drv so they -wo- 15/-lot b<

so wrin'-led or r-ieybe sp^ilea in «?Oie places.

Sly husbfind we3 a good ircnaeyr ?-.nd pr->vit5ec nil things

for our neecs end cowfort as long BS he lived.

V5e coulc5 not out out an orchard for the soil he'c too

much alkali f.)r fruit anc we always ĥ j(J. to fo a ftorid «*2
• «

miles t-rou ;.ome to gather wild plums to. c&n. TYiere 'isod to

be lots of frui t raised on the sar.d fend tve
orchards antPget a loed for l i t t l e ^ r mthing snd

for the gathering of i t and la lways 'put \ip plenty f̂ frai

after the f i r s t year* N '"


