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Field Worker: Zaidee B. Bland \
~ June 19, 1937. -
Interview with“ Mrs. Dona Clesre, now omith.
Altus, Okle. -
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vona Smith,
South Altus, Okla.

This is a legend of buried money and I have heard
it so many,mahy times through this western country that

, I hardly know whose name to place at the head of the
PN ~ ~ . . N,

story. I use Dona >mith because 8he c¢laims to have some

kind of a sight that.says the treasure has never been

%

found,while & good meny people~in the district Where it-was
supposed to be buried think that the two robbers, who

got away,only to be caught later,and who served 20 years
N ,

in jail, came, back and recovered the gold.

r

Sometime between 1870 and 1880 a b&nk in west f;xaaA'h
was robbed of $80,000 ia gold. There were five masked men
who did the work. They escaped into the-bad lands of

, Texas or "No Man's Land". It was a treeless tall grass

plain. Texas Rangers gave chase and two of the men were
i hY . .
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killed outright and a third was wounded. He and the

remaining tw° hid in one of the ﬁbles~1n the grasay

*

‘ggnntry and could not be, found. Tnese &yp &inka or

-

hgles were so numerous'in this district and the‘érqés ‘

©

8o high that the Segrch ias abandoﬁed.

- . There was no-place to obtain food or even water
N : ;
that was drinkable. L The wounced man died and the two

remaining robbers, exheusted from hunger end thirst,

“ - : “

cached the gold, which was in saq&s, in the cave,
placing the body of the dead man to(gugrd it, then

concealeqffhp.mouﬁh of @hé cave b&“glecing more loose
w . . ‘ - ' N \\‘
rock near the éntrance,’got on their pbnies and rode

1 3
\

north out or the country, and the legend of buried

B2 gk

445 .

treaaure has bcen handed to every. settler who has ever

homestesded in .a rad‘mg@j & hundred miles of Eldorado, " .

T

Oklahoma. . . -

Young people from that time until now ‘take slels

. of hunting ths treésure. soms 40 years ago a country

school gave a picnie and the boys and girls went into

..these broken hills'to spend the day, hunting lndisn

’

relics. There are a great many brokei arrow. heads and: pieges

1Y
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‘of pottery fouad 1n theée ﬁtoken hills. 1 fmagfhé\the

Indians really came in there to make pottery, for this .‘ : .
§yp when' pcwdercd and mixed With Water max‘s a vary.sﬁg“i”
ﬁgrd resscl of any shape or design one might desire.j% &
The boys between 10 and 15 years of age cared nothing' él
about treasures but. wandered around playi hid :nd - ,ft
seek, black be;rs eto. ' / | :; \

Two boys ren quite a way from the crowd and hid

3'1’/

-5 cave where they were éure they would be hard to . v/

s
/

] fi Getting tired of: waiting 60 be found, one said to

o

N

th@/other "Dareﬁy'ou to g0 farther into this hole than 1- '
(/ ’ 75 ) ) .
will."/;These ‘boys: Ed Powers, 14 years of age, and S

Marvinkhalton, 12 years old turned their races into the’
P o

: “hfll to explc&é ‘and. tha flrst thing they did was to stumble

-}4-

,A

er g*&nndle oi* old clothing and ran. s they picked

5

thsmsalves up and their eyes became accustomed tc the

gloom, horror or horrors, they had stumbled over the

2L

bl

sxeleton'or a man and his skull nas grinning up at them

'i a 1ittle to one side and thqre was some "ghostly looking

1}

N
‘~.juat tien from amqng this yellow mcund .a huge rattlar .

‘,— Lrs

pillcws cr something and.one of theﬁ'was bursted end a

lot of yellow rockﬁ or something was running outrand

%
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reised his heed and blurred or buzzed at them and they
fled for their lives; As they raﬁ,_jhef pledgéd each
ofhor that they would not tell aboutgthe ;keleton
for fdar of being lsughed at. Several. years after when
the boys did take notice of tpb legend of th; bufied
gold 'they'were sure they had stumbled on to—the cave , .
accidentitly, But find the cave, they gould not, for ’
the country at the time of their adventure was not setgged
enough for them to have any lend marks to go by and
- there are edough of these sinks that look éolmuch alike
* that, they spend a iot of time looking and other peop{g
~\do‘too.
‘ \ : I think I could tell of a dozen caves, each one
o of which peOple believe was the one, but there is- always

LS

& light that appears and a voice that forbids further B

.....

. search just when one thinks they are about to find the

buried treasure.’ The gyp: sinks keep their own counselx

dapd ars silent. 1
The boys (men now) in this éddry are still living ‘

-apd m-. Walton medy'bs seen on the streets of Duke most any\

‘ Saturday. His address I think is Mchaen, Route 2, Oklahoma,

. I think Mr. Pcwl's addrgss is Olustae Oklahoma.
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