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Interview frith Florence Smith
Tanlaquah, Oklahoma.

******
Owan school.

*****

The public school in district number 7, a short

distance north of the Park Hil l post off ice, hears the

name of the Owen School, given in ho nor of former United

States Senator Robert L. Owen, who was a native of

Lynchburg, Virginia. Robert L. Owen, elthough a citizen

by blood of the Cherokee Nation, was never in thai nation

in t i l the beginning of the '80s of the las t century •

Ifcen, having completed his education in Virginia, he

v is i ted the Cherokee Nation i s company with his mother,

Mrs* Kareissa CMshola Owen, who was the daughter of

Thomas Chiahola, one of the thi'ee chiefs of the western

Cherokee Nation, tirs* Owen had been absent from the

Cherokee Nation for many years*

At the tine of the arrival of Robert L. OwttL in •

Tahlequah, the principal chief was Dennis 1 . Buohyhead,

end a nunber of proniaent leaders of the period obcu-

plsd off ic ia l posit ions. When a position on the
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okee National Board of Education became vacant Robert

L. Owen, then quit© a young man, received the aeaiat-

enoe of leading members of the senate and council, and

«aa selected aa osa of the three member* of the Board*

Having aaaumad the official position, he, with the other

members, ialaotad the taaohars for the various public

•ehoola and those also for the Male and Female semin-

ar! ea« Tha aarvioea of Robert L* Onen aa a member of

the Board of Sdaoatlon were begin in the year 1881.

Former otudecta of the Rational resale seminary, irhlch

than stood is the Park Bill locality, recall that lira*

Haveiaaa oven waa for aeveral yeare a meaabor of the

faculty as en instructor in male, and that Miss Janie

Oven, a niece of Wr*. Naroioee Owen, was for aoaetima

a teacher in the Female Seminary.

Etaide aerring aa a member of the Board of Educa-

tion/Robert L. Owen filled no other official poaitLona

uader the Cherokee OorerniMnt, for he «aa, in the courso

of a few yeara, appointed United states Indian Agent

by Preaidaat Clcreland and aasumad hia duties at Maeko-

gee, which place became hia resiosnee, principally«
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Following the admission of Oklahoma to Sfcet«hood

end the establishment of public schools throughout Cher-

okee County, the s i t s for a school tree se lected/several

httttdred-V&rda west of the s i t e of the old Jeiaale semin-

ary, end a substantial brick building was erected in

the d i s t r i c t known as Number 7, and when the name wee

suggested, "Owen" was se lected and has ever since been

in use .

The Oven School stacks opposite a woodland near

the eastern border of which were spread the tables

when the annual commencement programs were given at the

Female Seminary, Free dinners were provided for a l l in

ettendcnca. Usually a lajjrge number, or nearly a l l , of

the parents of the pupi ls arrived to accompany their

children to the ir homes, and there were many guests*

As the seninery invariably d o s e d near the end of June

In each year these dinners were served beneath >he

shade of the trees*

0a several occasions the Cherokee schools were

and*? the aupeirision pf a Superintendent of Education,

but more often a Board of Education served. TMa board
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was eonposed of three members* The members were «ppoint~

ed by the Principal (Met end confirrood by the Senate

end Council. The office of the board of education was

maintained in Tahlequah, in the eapitol building.


