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Owan School.
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The public aschool in district number 7, & short
distance north of the Park Hill .poat ot_‘fico, bears the
nams of the Owen School, given in honorof former United
States Senator Robert L. Owsn, who was a native of
Lynchburg, Virginia. Rodert L. Owen, elthough a citizen
by blood of the Cherckes Nation, was never in thet nation
nntil the beginning of ths '80s of the last century.
‘Rmﬁ, having completed his education in Virginia, he
visitad the Cherokee Nation {n coapany with his mother,
Mrs. Narcissa Chisgholm Cwen, who was the dangh;kor of
Thouss Chisholm, one of the thiee chiefs of the western
Cherokes Nation. Mrs. ‘Owe:i had besn sbsent from the
Cherokes Nation for many years.

At the tims of the arrivel of Robert L. Owsn in -
?ahloquah the principal chior was Dennis !. Bu ead,
end a nnnber of pmiaont leaders of the per&od opeu-
pisd officiel positions. 'When & position on the [(Cher-
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okes Fstional Bosrd of Education becems vacent Robert

L. Owen, then quite a young man, received the sssist-
enge of leading members of the senate and ccunetl, and
'wa9 selected as one of the thres members of the Board.
Having assumed the offfcisl position, ke, with the other

/e

mexbers, sslected the .toachora for the various publie ,!
achools end those also for the Mele and Female Semin-
aries. The services of. Robert L. Cwen as a member of
the Board of Edacation wers begun in ths year 1881.
Pormer atudents of the Kztional !m;la Suminary, which
then stood in the Park Hill locality, recall $hat Mra.
Narcissa Owen was for ssversl yesrs e membor of the
feculty ss en {nstructor in music, and that Miss Janie
Oven, s niqcé of Wi Baroiuak Owen, was for sometime

a2 teacher in the Female Seminary. \
Beaide serving as a member of the Board of Educa-

tioxykohart L. 0nnl filled no other officiel positions
under the Cherckee Govermment, for he was, in the courso
of a few years, -ppci.’ntua United States Indien Agent

by President Cleveland and assumsd his duties at Musko-
ges, which place becsms his residsnce, principelly. '
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Pollowing the admission of Oklahoma to Statshood
end the establigbmsnt of pudlic schoois throughcut, Cher-
okes County, the sits for a school was selected several
hupdred yerda weat of the site of the old Female Semin-
ary, and & subgtantial brick building wé; erscted in
the district known es }‘Iumber 7, apd /when the name wse
suggeated, "Owen" wes selected’ énd has ever since been
1'!.‘3592,:-.,-‘

The OCwen Sthool stands opposite & woodlandé near
the eastern border of which were spread the teblea
when the anmual commencemend programs were given at the
Pemale Sexinery. Fres dinners were prot;idsd for all in
a%tendancs. Usua}ly a lggge number, or nearly all, of
the parents of the pl‘xpils arrived to sccompany their
children to their homes, and there were many guests.

As the seminery invariebly closed near the end of June
in esch ysar these dinners were served beneath the
ghade of the trees. -

On several occasions the Cherokee schools were

undsyr the ag,@em-,tion of s Superintendent of Education,

but mors often a Board of Education served. This board
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ns\'eonposed of three members. Ths members were sppoint-
ed by the Principal Chief and confirmed by the Senate |
and Counoil. The office of the board of education was

maintained in Tahlequeh, in the capitol building.



