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oW s;venty-six vears of ege, T e &
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MY Wwife, lary, was born in the Red River country of .
\ - i . v

. N &
. . ~ . . ¢ £y, ¢
en"Territory end is about the st &ge &s L séﬁggp%

\1".

7bers being t0ll she was born neer the close of . ~

s

oy

Y

LR
R YORPUT N

the Civi} wer, -, She Is & white woman and possidly pogsesses,
N ™ LY
’ s M. - - . ' N ’ - "’.,€ .
some Creak and Seminole bBlood., e Wb 2.
N - - 4 ;

~

~

iy father, Shelton Lmith,. wes bors in the Cherokee
- RN R

] . - f
3 BSOS . ? ~ N
Netion off Georgis ebaut the vear 1332, He wes @ w&hite nian

- —— . L2

. N . :. . " X . . .,- ~' ) )
an’ adopted Citizen of the vreek'w *ion of the

Indian Terbitory end died & Tew miles morth—ofthepresent

. . N '6 > .d
town of Haskell. - - - . e . .
nt’ the Hutbredk 67 ths- Civil ser he wes enlisted in .
- S S > , .

v A,

the Confederelte aArmy. His death occurred in 1373,
Mothdr, Iucinde Ann Hopwood,was born in alabama in °

1834. Olie was @ full tlood Creek Indian and wes ﬁBved,
eleng'with Ler phrents,et the time the Creek In@iené'here
\ \ : c -

1 4 A
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moved from Alz hama to the Igda' n ‘Prrrl*ory. She is huried
" L ‘

geside rer nusbend. Her decth wceurred in 18307

~ -

T am of Cre~k deséd

@nt from Mother's side gn® -wite

\"
~

~~ from rfather!s-side, thus,i am & half-bresl Creel Indian.

(S ¥
> T W -
.\?} .
Migration,
TEST " .
. » {;f s
. My f'a’ﬁ}zer;\»: 1e1toq mmitn cge to the Indie. Territory
W o “ v ﬁ-u.-ky;‘:, :.:,
in ]353 &low v th o‘chi%‘,t‘ emigrents ’)y wugan trein. Theyr
. ’;_" i»
-~ traveled throu.g‘n the fstat»s cf‘r(en‘tucky, lllinois, viscouri,
‘;ﬁt" - 3 " ¢

end Arkansas and finelly luaded et Fort Smith, ArkLisas.
Hefe, t'e party followed the o0ld California lreil until

» it intersected the Texts wud sbont five wiiies south o o

> . . RSN
the present town o ilcalester. '

: - E
, at.this point come of the perty coat. tnai wesbsars

f

sore soithwurd, but Fether cane nocth tirguer Jorthfor

N . ) )
(Jow Dusiln 1u dustes Counly, Ing0  TOTt oro—or o —riaddy
located 't the €14 Creek Azrency o tu~ soutu cide o .
era mountein about five wmiles nerthuest of 'm'uskogee.
i}& oy - «‘t
., . ”3 PR
. ile living et this ldcation, rether waq enwe zed by
* - - - R VU . « i
the uovemmem to uBUl freigh t from I‘ort Cibson "to
L3
Fart arhuckle. His work carried him only es fer es thie
sresent town of Okmulgee. This roed ses known as the t
; F
s s ) ’ ) é:
Fort-Arbuckle Rosd. - . . . L .

' e
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My moth¢?? Lucind= Ann Hovwpoud -Snith, ceme s4ith hep

arents from llebame cfter the Creek Inlisns hed =igzned »
treety for their removal to the Indien "erritory. *fany

reficed to ablde by the treaty, but llother's nsrents
-

were aj’reecsble to the trecty and a¥ eréipts to thi. trecty
were oved by the Goverament. The Government woved then

to wew Crleuns und. then by stewnhoet uy tre Mississinod
’ ( ’

xiye to the nouth of the Arkensas [iver end then up

5 -
o «

tae srkanses ta «ebber .tlls, &nd then oy scpgon ireins
k) 4

¢ Tert Givson wné fror stort Glbsor “to tha 013 Cree' .

‘cency location.,

after they ex~ived here the soldiar- fram Tqrt Gibson

-~

b

furnighed each fumily with o flint ¢nd ste:l  1th which

"t steri a fire. Usuelly & fir~ once startec was never

o—H&e¥me extin

—
i
o
e

1icked., Their tools =c nrovided
"7 the soldiers consisted o ¢ hoe and &n =xe. Coin meg

sive: them as well-es some rice vwith WVieh to stert --

cr ps,  The belance of theilr helongings were clothing,

.edding <ud some few articles they nogsessed in nlebume

cviceh «ere brought with them. . o

Settiement of the Creeks o~
Before the Civil war.

-~

R - T

Th

408

e land i"Indien Territory-was owsd.in common and -
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-
and a2py place one chore to mzke « home. wes sattnroétory.

. |
!
The corn end rice were »lanted with ‘the ho~. | The corn
. ‘ |

. #as plunted in smell cle-~rings m#de with the hoe and the

rice Was planted in the lowland wsuclly -below & spring of

|

»

' water.| The corn wes round in-# mortar .ith & pectle or
meul tph meke mes) with shich to m ke breed,

Tha rice.hecded ond i the Wirde did not get the most

of 1t,| the heads #ere cut off and the rice wes -threshed

*
+

hy leying it on the ground end thfeshing it out with

poles. | The rice would be gathered up »n® poured in plles

-~

spen the wind blew so &= to blos tue dirt oft as much

rs possgible. The rice was 211 dried in tle sun reftre

it weg used for food.

™.

Miilsloneries sere smon+ tua Zreeks, teachin. thre ~

Jospel Lt thet time. ' -

@

T+ roads were very rourh, About the only roai- «t

911 wapp the lexes “oed, the :rhuckle Roed, 'the Crlifornia
. ) & ' ~
roaoed gnd tle Mllitery Hnd, Yort.Cibson to .ort wmith,

2

FTEANSAS, U e

v

soldiers sere perrisoned at- Fort ‘Gibson, Fort Arbuckle,
ort wayne, Tort Coffey, Fort .ashite end forte ef other

points. .lhese soldiers were used Principelly to orotect

— - - - R - - E )
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L] !

. nigrents &ri! Lo squésh rails betveen 1ifferent Indi:ns.
Ly pkrents, Shelton <mitn end Lucinda wan fepwood,
ere 1err19d in 1389 in gccordence with thie laws of the

Jreak e tion. . -

21vil ser. oo
Ih~ ‘re-ks were in = Gouforteble cavdition &t the
¢ ’ 3

-~
y-pginning of the Civil wor. Meny Creeds h=d weguire’ Jcves.

ey ver~ d to slave labor, heuving came from -lsuteme
2
<l Wlssigsippil. A . T .

«

The Ureex 2 he? sufered meny terisiios in tlelir

-

> ex 2nnd end Telt that tue Irpdirns shoul? Teully take a5

N -~

b » ~ - - 3 : * « 5 .

v 1 the war nd refuse’ *o taxe tet.on until it rc
$

& e ©

b N V.. » 2 4 A L -~ [ < LY Y. N
. azeglutely forced on them. "J.ot of Ule LI%lcicls 0 the
<
y . TeEms e . M L
- v oo v { v E ot -3 3 . oo
trites lewned +twerd the Lonfaterzey e it 1s trae thet

-
v

R N ~
e fority of Lt Cree’t; “ere rellly i simpsthy aith . .

3
the LCuvhy however) some felt vt it they did n~1,.1p“t T
‘. ‘ i . . * .
. » . A a - -
»ith tue horth, auntiities l.e the Creexs wo1l? uo’ be nisa . '
- - ' w
5. for thet rerson V.e Jreexs sr- Qi Ted . .
? /4. T H.—m:a“?"'$::';. VTrY.. W N . Yo 3
o itoen s, say e Tinally 4 sl o oreureells uO“l@ugvlL
LN [y
r.e south and my fcther Jolued the wouthern arny, audé my
Ly

the hed nive. where I sec “orn.
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Theps weo &lso & Popition ameng the Creeks thich
. .7 . -
fised to fight on either olde and stupted to tzke o
// \. b N .
~ N - 7 S s o= s o
refuge In hansas. L1t L&z been celd tiet thile fielion hed
1o .#e00ns. 10 efend thenms=lver .ith w.l *hey strried to
Kanscs i the deal o7 winter ¢ d w5t of trew iled Trom,
’ L4
nunser Lol cold and only & e ~ver re-chel Lofayrille,
LNSES,
. 7
1+t
e Ureeks :ho. jolned the sootlern &rmy .ere orgsnized
’ l' @ .
into regimentic unier e cvreal ol -Generel 3Blunt et .
“srt Gibson. LS

.

a2 Creekse who joine?® the.3outk, &s ny fether cid,

ware organized intc re~giments and ctstioned ~t “ort navAlva

él ong %ith w~hite regsiments -from lexas., oSome soldiers of

the Southern srmy were str tionel - % fousnern “ortes-in the

- @

/- ' .- ' .. -

“hectew and Chickasuw .htlons. Xy Tether never serticipated

A\ 4 .

in &ay mejor battle: Lut wes on the Jef ense agsin ! reiding
’ |

! N o < . :
strties shich went through 211 ithe Hetions of the Ffive -

.

vIrives, burning houses, barns, cabin:c, terrorizins vomen

‘ ‘ <

d c»ttle, destroying

3
v
<
o
(8}
3 -
4]
P
[¢&2]
=

&n “ ¢hildren and 3riving

Fal Y Fa PN
cf value to e fzaan”. .

\

a;it*owolishiag ererjtbin

o

toue vere fortunate bectuse rather ceme through the

V/ ’
, , P

_Ciiil Jur.and joinq@ Mother end me &t Fort'ugghita. )

- : - T e
¢ .
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Jimiloaly.
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- S + 5 - ve g = + Tt A . BN
o, thit ttee o1 O <1, Beoocalvel Liete orxe %2
~
A ad .2 . $e Ta g e - -4 N . = . ~ < -~ Fal N
v ChLootion thet Wht Ureees oo Ot v Jaoians of tie
. T - 1 TR . ., ~ P PR . N < 0
san o arihes B2t o0 L e &2 - sccorTins to the o0l -
- - «
: A - N = 214 . . P 2 . .
tion end arnt.eboay 10 et ce thisz corergpe Ty oseLilal dR
. ~
 mmy ey et . N PN 172 T Aiogp o - oot e LJAPR
Tegavrogiong oy o the il Apndluny Trom osensa .. lsliese
. .

x oul o states. lhey were now crosliias ¢li il'iaas of

-~ - ;
P} . o~ LA YN ™. 32 e - . IR | —
w1t oLpoen Lote it fndian werritory.t .un .0 e ["lles .

.
o - $ % ~yy - JURR N N re T h N
vree trite. agais the Cre~is oblected aid wgel . neTe
.
hd oy el -~ o~ - ) § - - . T 2, 7 7.
GVEDT - a8l 418535 ST IE AU TOT - 5 4 SO S SV O Tale €l «‘&tul.;..“y
.
[ - 3 yn [N Y e . .
caogt o= oart ol wne trivei Tuads. .
.
.
. P 3 ' (S ~ A \"': = ‘ - \" ¥ y.: - S~ Py ¥ -
- P8 LULETU L A0 Cdiwi iy veo-al, CLl€e Iiag A& &NA
- " \o
. - J
P I O .. ~
re~ectaplisniag btnens=ives,
. ..
.

Ll
. £ilroads were st rted and in « few yeers the Creceks -

- . c ! R U .
~re veginaing to get bacx to liviag coaditivas.

.

++1d Indiane began %2 iahabit lue reserv: ticnsy. The
Indiqﬁs . .
vec « Fox/came¢ to the Creek Mation. The Jelawures, -hawnees

. \
. L - - .
~.

" . .
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Csuges, Kickepoos, Kiws, wagpb.s, ENRECES, luiness, Kioswrs,
som: nches, Usages, Cheyennes, ATtaLies . _.1Ers come -

© 0. to reservetion isud, teken fraa the Five oivilized I[ribes,

-~

ihe vee ond Fox- Indiens tvecume Irieids of the Creeks, Lat

N 3 . £ § - .~
nany oL the will iadicms sere resli;y oild.

stutes Goveranent Lad 30:7iers steticnied et lifTerent forts
t.roughoat the .erritory tc hiendle the wil® faflwie <né& to

k=e , them coafineld to their o reserv: tions,

vettle Irade setween Texez wnd loomtiiern wmérhets,

(‘J .
vrincipel business

as long as cetitle raleing k3 th

-

weys active in tie Tusi.ess ia sone caracity.

-
.

‘ron the time I wes a smell hoy 1 enjoyed Leing with

. Lt . » .

-

r 3ing the ringe and loefi.g froand the bunk

I have alvweys ferned except whern I worked . renches

/ or rmages.

-

httle used to he driven from Texes to Kensas to the

aornet ot wichite or Cuffeyville, Kensas., It would teke

4
nonths to get these cettle to merket as they were moved

. P

slo&ly»so s to allow them to gruze on the tall, blus-stem

grass,. S0 meny cettls.had been killed duriang the Civil ver

-
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cnd conoumed hy the canay th-t price« .rre tign. dany crttle
. kY .
were in Texes bhut theres were no reilrivds to get then 1o -

merket so the 1des of drivia~r them <loaly turcua<u the .

-t

contr; «& . advenced, .

Jome Oof the cnttle crrived in Xvisee., thin, “oot sore
sud naready for the merket; 'camver, oo« 57 thewi scre~ fot

and in good conditio. rhen ther reesched & chinnigg Soint.
these .er tha days then Jeose Lhisholm egdlsbliche?
) ) . ]
tve 0ld Chisrolm lrail. Jnicheln was o 'hnll-breed Cherokee
AN

indign, e Lad refugeed to Lansas daring ths v r, nafter

H o

tre wild Indisne w7 tesn moved inte the lervvit., ;s e (2ed

to 13al ap goods tna s.pplies ia .ogons ond haul them south -

"to the- wild end ileine laduens, treding snd selling his

——t

.

PN *

sures. ohe trail he founded ass c¢¢11ed the Chigholm Treil. .

» ig trail was follssel my muny of the cettlemen and heceme

vepy xeil-xaown to 211 the cow-puachers &nd cettlemen

*atween Texas and Kansts.

,

Cattle Renches in Indi=n Territory.

v

’ These Texes cettle were of c¢ll types, colors and

breeds, ilexieen type and Loag® orns. They yers brown, white,
. T
black, fan. spotted end hops many different brends and

hed to ~ branded over after their erriveI” »t & ranch.
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tech rench ned certuin rspéés 2nd in meny .ceses these
‘renges over-lapped.
pach renck had & naaver of bﬁilﬁings; nomely, the
foremen's hou.=, coox shack, »urk hcuses, sheds and
ocrrals. ulost of . the -uildiiigce sere of logs eud the

correls were ~ade of split reils. The sgueriutendent’s

-

Jomse xas usuelly hwilt o lumber.

Employees -on the rench were the suneriatendent,

. e
el

Toremeail, ggﬂpnneh»ffjjﬁﬁrse wrenglers, cooks, €11t roys . )

. .
, i <
.

ond occssiontlly there sas a reraess meander. The nmber -

. .
of employees,of coursé;wss in sceorienct witn the"<iqe )
of the ;rnch. ' \
uccasionaily, eveﬁ‘&ften;the reiiroras tere Puilt,
. - — . 4
" zome ranchers would #o to lexs: and drive the o ttie
throw, b to their riages. | -
1 remewber in 1382 mﬁen 1 ves fovXing ﬁn the Lule
. Shoe Cross hench ;about twenty-fivé Siles &égt\of the ™
oreseit town of Ukmulgee, tnet I,aith others,ncfe to | . ‘ f's/

=bilene, Texas, to bping back .a ierd of lour thoussnd head
of cattle., when we left Abilene we checked up four

. . | .
_thonsand, four hundred end forty-four head of cattle with

meny different brands on*them. . - - S
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-

we left the Mule Shoe Cross Ranch _on horseback -and

3

fitted out the chick sagon ¢t .ibilene end ,icked up eight-

cowboys there besides the ones vho left with me. The four

-

of us,3imeon Yekapa, full vlood Clreek. Indien, ilathey Posey,
David Church and I, together with these other eight boys

and the chuck wagon,brought those cattle through and lost

only nine nheed enroute.

L

‘e had to wrangle our own ..orsés and we erch trav

o

turn about bringing along the chuck wagon «nd we cooked on

4

the open fire. .veryone had to do his own cooking. No
certain.ones had & certain place.with the herd. ihen
aarkness‘camé snd the cattle were tired we would bed down '
for tie nigﬁp with always someone left on watcﬁ. Sometimes .

we would change shiftsias magy as three times a night.

The~ne¥t morning those boys who had had some rest would

start off with the point, th;n thg‘flankawould follow and

S0 on. . _ " ‘2 | b
It required three monthé and %weﬁty-twoudays to ?ring

!

the herd on to our range and everyone of us was more than

-

glad to pull off his boots and flop down in that bunk-house.

The eight boys whom we hired at Abllene, Texas. were

-
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\

paid end T never saw them again. Upeﬁof our best cowboys,

B11l Cook, Aater turned outlaw and heéded the Cook ”ané.
. ( f
) | I
On .the ranch we would have Fall’anq 3pring rou4d-up3

and the cattle that did not belong te¢ us vwould be driven

4

to their home ranges. on these roun -upswwe always took

the chuck wegop and would be gone someti es as long'as

-

three wgeks."ﬁe cooked andgatg;aﬁy place and slept in our
! ‘ ~
blankets‘o? the ground at night. iie were always up at the

hreak oTadéy and‘rode until dark. Those were long days in

|
1 ~

ihe sadale and at night everyone was ready to hit the e —
gfound fok 8leepD.
Un these round-ups we ran =cross ﬁany calvés unt randed.
1. a calf ifollowed a cow with gur‘brand we knew it was ours,
If a calf followed a cow wfth some other iraﬁd'we‘wouid
cut the coy out, and drive both celf and cow &b their home

4

renge. ‘lhe co prs and ranch hands as a rule were all jolly
. . . ‘

good felld%s. In most instancés, they were hoiest and
1
detested a fhief; They dresse& picturesquely and followed out
the line of dress about like ydu see them in the Western Movie
plays in the Sh&wa of today. ‘then we were 10t too tired we

'loved to play pranks on each other. It was just .all gooa

u L
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clean fun. I've seen pidtures of cowboys shooting up

the towm,. clesning out saloons etc., but ai ne time .
in ny life did I ever see a bunch'of'cow hands do anything

of the kind.'unléss some outfit sot drunk and triqd to

get touéh and then the cowboys got toug. also. I startad‘

to work on the ranch for ‘8.00 a month and gy“chgck.

The ranches on which I worked were ithe .:alf Moon, The Mule
Shoe and the Mule Shoe Cross. I still have the old brends.

These three ranches were owned by the treasurer of the

CTeek Watiom. W. L. 10oTe and his brother, . R. lioore.
My afi¢pment'where I am living today was parf of the old

fule Shoe Ranch. For fifty-two years T have lived in

this vicinity.
- Indian Customs.
The Indiaens' food consisted of pork, gsme cornbread .\

and hominy, and some of them raised a little rice. They

cooked in iron skillets and pots on open fires and in

fireplaces. Their Jishes were limited. Some made bowls

out of clay, made wooden forks and even plates, cups’ and

- —_

pots were méde of clay.

o
k]
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The dyes for their clothlng vere made from the barks

\

of tress. ‘lhey a&so dyed their bows and arrows different

&olafs. They painted their ggces with clay; poke berries

aind the dyes werelused in dying their clothing. The barks
used were oék and sybqpore, and walnut hulls were used

a great deal. Indigo made all shades of blue.

'

Their medicines were principally roots and herbs,

&

such as1bone set, snake root, dogwood roots, butterfly
' #

roots aicg.root, frost root, snd sometimes mullein and

__golden rod.

Their amusements were foot races. ball play, horse

_races, cornstelk shoots, hunts, picnics and dances. The

»t
<

‘ /
 Creels had thLeir sh:re of 3tomp lances which lasted for

days. Stomp Dances were more religious ceremonies than

dances. . ‘ -
/

/ \
Many Indiens were artisfic. From clay they made

useful articles from which to eat their food and also

made statues of horses, cows, wild animals and they made

, ¢
I

baskets and bédds. ﬁ7ése articles were often painted

1

| different colors £ romy the dyes madé from barks.

- |
Ny mother belon%ed to the tribe of Creeks known as

the Perryman Tribe ahd Father was an adopted citizen of
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.the same ériﬁe and naturally I was likewise a citiéen of this
fribe. I attended séh&ql very little."About_£he énly school-
ing I had was at Tullahéége and Bufaula and the name of the |

-

teac.er at Tullahassee was Mr. hobiﬂsonzl 1 believe  the \

-

teac. er at the old Asbury Lission at mufaila was . rs. Licl.tosh.

The Creeks after thé Civil .ar received head-right money
or bread;money. Th?n they got a few dollars on account of -
the s:le of land tonnhe Arapaﬁc 'rite who were wild Indians
and then long before tpe Lawes Commission was forﬁed they

got two -é&ments of maybe $25.00 or ~40,00.

‘ Yhat ‘the Creeks zot other Tham their—allotments of land
would not buy a liodel T Ford.

Bridges.

There were only a rew'bridges in the early&&ays. Streams
. were usuelly forded or ferried. - I remember two.toll bridgeson

the Texas Road. One was across Litile klk Creek, run by a man

r

a '

‘named MqInfosh; thé other was across Lig .1k Creek and was

run by a Creek Indien named. Drew. ' .

Eg . Ranches.

There were ranches all over the Indian Territory. Some

were lérge3 others small., Y%“he F. S. Ranch was located near

v,fhe sjte'ofithc present village of Bald Hill. It was owe d
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by Captain Ffeé Severs. “his ranch han@led from twenty-five
to thirty thousana head of catule yearly and was the largest
-ranch in Indian 1§rritory. Some of tiie foremen were Shelton
Smith, my‘father, Redhggék(Lrown and zd ifart. ]

The Spaulding Ranch known as the Lazy S,was on Cloud
Creek; owned by H. 3. Spaulding. " This ranch handled fifteen
or-twenty thousapa thd of ca;tlg yearly. The»brani was the
i;zy S. Some of thé ‘oreman were Jim 3 encer, Al Todd and

¥ Jim Garrett. Jim Spencer lives at Haskell todey emd Al Todd =

is still in the cattle business south of luskogee,

——

—— ¢

—

The Spike 3 Ranch was on Cedar Creek and handled about
" five thousand head of catile yearly.' I;’@gg Swre d by a
fellow named F. aangO.

“he L. C.Ran sh wus a horse ranch and was lccated on
SR

-eep Fork Creek west of the preseﬁt town of bkmulgee. This
ranch was owned by Dave Carr and it handle%&petween five

hundred and a thousand horses yearly.
The Half Moon Rench was locs ted neer the D. C. Kkanch on
. !

0‘

Leep Fork Creék-west of Okmulgee.'

The Mule Bhoe Cross was ;océted hear the present town of

N 1 .
k_J N

. Ckfuskee. The Mule Shoe was loceted some three miles south
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and & querter east of the

. These thrée renches,

the “.ul%@h{oe ‘Cross breficed " 4" ‘enl the Mula Shoe
«,.' % .

/s

e n
veended the plain mil ¢ onoms ."  These viere~oined by
N ; y

. o .
sudge N,. 3, Moore anfl his brother J. . foore. 1 ves the
e . :

superintendent of t#hese three renghes.

"

. ’ . L 3
stout & thousendzrad of caltle yerrly on esch ranch and on

-~

&

,boint on the b K. # T. Reilroed et tne present station of

-

of Red Fark. The cattle cominy over the .l. K. & T. Reilroed

. \;,_ﬁ .-
xere driven to the H-1f loon end Mule.ohoe Cross &al those
frisco to the liule Jtroe.

© I /remember Rob and Enmett Delton who came and norked

‘for m§ £while. They weTe Food cosboys end I knew them for
ultinately became cutlaws. &l Jennipgs, another cowhoy who
turned to be an ontlew,worked on the Sengd Ranch. I

\ M ‘ N )
rémember well when United.Stafes Deputy Marshal Ledhetter

eptured him east of Muskogee. EilLRGOOk{ ?pothep'outlﬂw,
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. once npunched cattle.on the Mule Shoe Cross. After the cettle )

»

\ ' » ' ‘ -
on these three renches sere fattened, they were lozded into '
“e y

9

cars et the pointsg where we received them end shivved to

vy £ %

-

“orthern merkets. " )

-
- H

'he Three Z2ar Fanch »es locatel near the present town of

~eland end «: ow.ed hy Clerence Turner.

’

Tl.is r¢:nch hendle=3d

Trom five to ten thoiceul Leed of cattle yeerly., ‘Tue “crerun
7

-

on this r'neh was Thomas Cearey.

.

A T -
vOR Aovns.
. -

.
3efore the ruilronlds were huilt end wlhen tattle were

G,

weing driven from Tenes *o d'nees, in the =astern peart of "

e
Mgt

»

the Indian Territory, le present towns-o0f Coweta, agoner,

. . f

<

. 20 Coancil Hill were us.zlly sllided to

;

g ci-toWwns. at

thdse points many peovle repleni siad their food supsliss. ——

\ .
Terries,

[e Leacher Ferry crossed tnie Arkansas River at the

north ‘end of Mill Street in Muskogee. Tha levins Verry -
«h ‘

crossed the Arkonsas River &' tie mouth of Grand Piverb\:

The butherlend Ferry crossed the srkensas ki ver abont i =1f

%ay between the mouths of the Verdigris end- Grend Rivers.
Thig ferry was used by people travaling the old Texas Fn:d. ‘

.
e

Th~ Childers Ferr, crossed the Verdigris River about four

- -
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miles west of Jagoner wher- the highway bridge is now on

Highwey '51. The Gentry Ferry crossed the “rkensss River

sbout one mile ezst of the site of the prsz.nt town of

»
&

liaskell. The rfry Ferry crosced the Arkinsas River na th
of 'eeleka et whet is nov the town of Leonerd. The Simeaon

Lroen Jerry crossed the Arkansas River et about tle Lresent

location of the Spaulding 3ridge some four or five miles

v

northuest of Muskoeré. .
. »*  Chost Towns. S
1‘; vwld Creek Agency loe ted on the south -ide of Fern .
“oun‘ein about two miles north of the resent Loited g tes

‘sterens Hospital in Ma:kogee was ¢t oue time = village of
. p .
seven or eight hundred peop's. -hen the . K. & T. ilroed

’
a

‘uilt through the territory in 1871, the town of :luskogee
D .

sorang up and the people moved to the new village.

o~
K

Fisauertow: and North Fork ‘towa ne:r the pressent town of

rifsula cere on the old Texes foel .: en the M.X. & T. Rail- !

) "

rosd #ts bullt through fadien Territory these two villages

hecame ghost towns for wufaule spring up.. Sufeuls wis et

%

"gne. time the largest city on the i. K. & T. Railroad hetneen’

Xenges an’ Texas., .’ .
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- Les bost on Cene Creek sbout three miles north of #here

- -

:oynton is today teczme a yghost town alters tribal goverament

-

i, discontinued. The coart house end wWinip~ing post were °f
lee end there was #lgo » stores ¢nd a stepe stand there,

saankle =was gbont one mile 2cuth 2nd one west of . the 2

\
N

oresent tonn of llnskell. E. B. Herris ses the postmaster

¥

i . . wr o onpd :
“ud &8 man nemed 3redfeord ren the store. The nozt oflce wes

.
°

"y N . . ~ . .
.: the store. The bpuilding of tha Liéland “rlley Huilroed ™° .

in 1974 ceu-ed the tosn of 'k skell to spring up.end Lewodlkle
A

v
o . )

2o mede & ghost tovn. -

w

N ~

Indt negunforcement wfficerc,

- , N

~

e

N

. - 4 o ‘
In the Creek “etion thWere sere three towns cr districts;

PR -

. nerely, Cwete, duckogee end Jkmulgee. FErcn district van
znlicen by officersg knomn &s lighihorsemen.  “here an. @

“:oterin and there were usually .five sssisuvante in eech Sistrict.
Lene of tneserL.¢hthorsemen #ers George lcintosh, «iley -
: ’ e ™ p
el rosn end John bixkiller.
T /’ Green Peach .rr. . :
‘he Green .ctch wr sterted in 1332, It sterted ot the

A

ti'e &het peeches were green in the Spring. The ctuse of this
aorising,among the Creeks was an election for the Principsl

. ) * ' Y
_u.lef.

- e - R _ N \

¥ o
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The two cundif®tes involved for C' jef were L m Clecote

xnd I.prrhechar.Checote defected [aprrrecw r enl Ue Ispar-
r
2 .

“~

hechar faction would not submit to defeat,cleiming the
«1-ction wa: crooked tna trisl to keep Checote from heing

w ted Bs i'rinelptl Cvref, Veonle rvore fn &ras on Tirst

< .

e gl cnd then on tre cther cnd hetrlee eopncued o AP Ter- T

“nt oaautg throughont the.' re~k"lettcn. iuparhech=r met

VoAt ogeurly rvéry time. Cae 57 hisg beut mea "Hleepin

L TP AL “X Kil ec ‘v the men.  Isperuec) nr kept retreating
a1l ';\\nt ixto the ue-Tox uns the Cheyennes O ranlry cnd -
.t: - \\ \ N

RN SNy
thase Lui.cns 413 56 Wit Eny 1ot

sy

~ Lhere Ll supsuied
to the oy hed _tpteg 30.d.ers -t Tt s Leon rnd thegpe 4

Loldiers ¢ pturel all Izu:irhechrr's mien w7 brou~rt ‘*ren tn

-

~t Li owen ee trigsopere. loprrhieu e sirned w otresty to
it and % st ended fhe rreen “ercl’ or,
Jm ovoting nleces in Loe emiect hebamen (han te orn?
?
1. ar.scher asre Tullahe ssee, Cowstr, Likmulpes tnd "Oufrule,

’
b}

. G
rere ges s ozelt worka e et of Y+ L 17 po Pryor, aerr
srend Kiver,  wells drilled thers famiched se1lt anter,

A 2
A

< water ves boilel! ‘: lerge het*les until only the nure

s81t.wns 1~ft, lis selt wz nsed by the pneorle sad slso

\ -
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re:ped up in piles-arounc tte ba.ches for selt licks ©ar the
cattle end lorses, Lster szit#8s p c¢eived iy harrele by =
were . . .
rail; tinese borrels/hauled to the runches, sewead h-1l? in
. €

P

two end then pleced arbund s ¢ differant puiute for the

~

cettle.  This barreled .2lt cost us chout 70 cente nar

'

.
SITeA .

Yerrigges., .
; ieral marriage - entered ianto by securiug g license

-
i

rer the Federdl Jitee ot Fort avitlh, Ark:nszgs, ené the

3

w.rriege d¢Eremony #&s usually read b, o minister.
Prrmits 1o lou Citizens.

People who woere not citizens of tle Creek tribe hed to,

secire vermits to sork Tor citizens an? thuese permits cost
19.9) ver ménth. Somatimes ire enpldy~r peid for the per:itt
"und somebtimes it was peid bty ‘he asm-citizen who wes arployed.

wissions.

irere wore & nunb=r o* urerk icsions. The Creek orphan-

-

aze wa~ t¢bout one mil~ northeest of ti odresent town of d /

.

Okmulgee. “he “ecen Croek Mission wes on recan Creek about

seven miles west of the present tovn of Muskasgee. There wa:

+ Cresk ochool et tl.e present town of Sapulmm . The wealaks

.

Wiission was located near the present town-of Leoncrd. The

e — > . > - e R
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l’ .
tshury Micsion wa: &t the -resent town of Eufaula. “he

Ihllahé§s=e wlission was a1 the present town of Tullchassee.
(Mekasukey) .

‘he Michasroka wission ™ near the present town of wewoka.

Creek Princinel Chiefs.

4 »

I remember well vniefs Isparhechor, Sem Sher te, Tce

end legus ’erryman, oty Tie r ond rleusint orter and

incident=1ly the trwn of rorter was nemed eflter 7

lecornt

Vorter,

Creek Council I2uses.

iy fetuer told me *--¢ m=fore the Civil .1 t7e-Creek

council .iouse 78~ loecited ¢t & nlace cclled igh Sorings.

*

e
N

re ~resent doy locgtion roul’ be nerr .ainwri-~it or Council
"i1l. . fier the Civil .ar, the Ccuncil " ouse o *re Creek

dition wes at Ukmulgee.

. The Siory of Yshols.

This Cféek Yehole clet “irmsel” in skins ¢n? furs, lived
Y » ‘ ~ ]
oy hinself except for atout a dozen car “ogs thet

. im through the -woods zs he serrched for wild game,- fruits,

nuts end berries. Should ¢ humes being er»roach him, he

50417

«alk eround and sround u tree sn” sar anotiiang. He hed

“€1 01d nule celled Pete. Pete rot s'cek end one dey he was

’
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le ding him down to the cre~k “or #nlev d &5 he trured

»ith him along

3
4

(1]

1

e

e hrus'. and

rocr ete sick:

Jauian d «t him end

« T
né et this voint 0ld "ete ™ . cway , £ Lels cime tunbliac
—— .

Isop the tril -

L BN T T
wens yelniug - to

ak

Iittie trail he mattered in the Creek lengacg

3

Poor rets," Some hoys on Csue creek hid

as fehole end the

+ . ' .
A ~ule gy WTOT

A <
4 4}2 .\Ie 1.1. ‘4‘1

o

IR

Lo

“uls ~nt ecr them they

-

ng 1. Creek, ghooting &« rifle

.
.
» F L BNl B . .
- g ,
nox gs ToT L,
> i

Ll

"lea occtin, af®™ler this ne 0. ey Teola



