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I was born near Red River, December 10, ' 136T ,and am

n:ow seventy-six years of ~ege. ' ^.

?J|y wife, I-Tary, was born in the Ked_ River country of

I ' • • » * '
the Indian "Territory and is about the scie age. as i

She rem^jbers being JK>13 she was born neer the close of . •'"

the Civ i l mr-».\She i s a v?hit<* '"oman and p

some Creeft and S<»minole blood. ' -,-̂  '-:v-^

lily f a ther , Shelton Crsaith ,'• wss bortft .in. the'^Cherokee ,

Ns.tion oi Gforgie u^cxit thp vear 13?^. He W8?_ r. .vhite nian

but becsm* an" fid,op.ted c i t i zen of Vne Jreek"^ ""ion of the

Indian Te j i l t o ry ^n_d N<Uefl a re«

town of Haslcell. •" •*-

the 0utbrfcaiC'.6iVx-ile7,Civil ./a-r he was en l i s t ed in

the Con-Oedere-Ue Army. Kis death occurred i n l q 7 3 . ' ^"'

' • Moth'fer, lucihda Ann Hopwood,was born in Alabama in *

1834. She was B fu l l blood Creek Indian and was moved,

: V ' ''
along with her p^rentsjat the time the Creek Inaisns were
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moved from Alabama to the Iqdr a ' terr i tory. She is buried
X,

oe-eide re.r husbtad. xier rietjth occurred in 1330.

•t «< • .

I a i of Cre<*k destffat from Mother's si dp $.np -.••hi

from father? s- si %c, thusii'crn ,£. h°.lf-bre»'l Oreeic Indian.

Mj fa^hrr5-Vroheltqa'i.vmith, â nl-e to the India^ Territ

i'l l:353^al'oi^ vfi th -othisK emiprtnts/by âgcjn t rein. Phpv

-traveled through the -states of, Kentucky, I l l ino i s , Missoiri,
' , - • » :

an-i Arkansas aiid finelly l'-;ided_-xt ?'ort Smith, Ar>-Li3as.

Hefre, tV party folio^.1 the old Oalifornie Trsi] until

i t "Intersected tLe Texts toad about fivs-M.ii.es south 0" •'

the present town of Llc^lester.

, ^At^this point scne of the p«rty co-tt-uael wectAar^,

jo.'ne soi.thward, but Father cane noi'tli tl.Vguy JortL^c.:''.

l̂ ow Dusiin iii iiajt.es bounty; Vn$o r

located r't the Clfl Gree.̂ : A?ency Oil Uî  sout.i ci 3" r;

/*rii Mount0in about fiv*» Titles northv.est of Musko^ee.

•Thile living a t this location, father w^a en^f^«d by

thf Government" to haul freight .from Fort Gibson "to

Fort Arbuckle; His ^orlc carried him only es ffr es tee •

present town of Okmulgee. 'This roer) .ves known as the

"Fyrt-Arbuckle
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My mother* Lucinda Ann Ho^poid -^ni th , c*me <\\th v-er

>arerita from Alabama cffcer t h - Creek In Mans ho^ <=i'j3me>1 r>

t rea ty for the i r removal to the Ind im Ter r i to ry , "feny

r»f-)Cf;-fl to abide by the t r e a t y , but Mother's n^ren 's

Apre a ^ r e c b l e to the t r ea ty â f3 a t r-r%jts to thi : , t r ec ty

,vr» .-.oved by the Ooverani^nt. The Government iioved thera

to ivew Orleans^'and, then by steaiabot;J; a ; t^e Miss iss ipoi

lv.iy<-- to the nouth of thf- Arkpnsar River end then up

the A-rkansas t a »ebbeji .'j.llf, end then oy -Aê on t rp in s

:o "Vrt Girison. c-nc frorr'.i'crt Gibson vt.o th^'Old Creo>1' -

\;ency loca t ion .

Af ter . they a--.^ived here th<* soldie.1"" from Tqrt Gibson

furnished eech fr:nily . a t h n. f l i n t $ nd ste JJ -ith v;hich ;

to s t p r t a f i r e . Usually :• fir"* once start^O •is? never

•"**-• '• '• i.-frWi tn h/^fei»_Ayti?iiri;^^;!. Their tool? c r orovi^ed

' y the s o l a i e r s consisted of r noe and an *-xe. 'Coi.'n 'v

;ive.: theia as wel l -cs som" r i ce v. 1th •".' ioh to s t ^ r t

cr^ps,- The bslance of t h e i r be_longintrs were c lo t ' r r , t : ,

..^riding °ud some fsw a r t i c l e s they oossessed in ^ l e

.~; i;ch ..ere brought v,i th them.

Settlement o^ the Cr'eekt
Before the Civ i l #var.

TneTland r. Terri
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and ayiy plac-e one cho-e to make lt home, v.p.s :>attn (Yptory.
i

The corn end r i ce were ">lanted with -the ho~. j The corn

planted in smell c lea r ings mfd* v.'ith the hoe ond the

-rice "fflas planted i a the lowland usual ly below a snrinp of •

•water. The corn wes (-round in-f mort.nr . i t h a p*rrtle or

m^ul to mf'k? meaJ with .vhich to m'k* br^rd .

•"n* r ice .herded end i f the blrdr did not {tet i,he mor.t

oi% i t , the heads .vere cut off and the r ice wo:;-threshed

by laying i t on the ground £>nd threshing i t out with

poles . |_ The r i c e would be y^Vc-r^i up >.nfi poured in p i l e s

rr as much

r> ooss ib le . Th^ r i c e »P's f,*ll d r ie^ ia ti.^ sun heff-re

.vhen th|e wind blew* so &o to blo'/« the d i r t
/

i t A/P-S-

Mi

ased food.

..ci-ontries Aere f-nion , terichin.- the --

it that time.

• roads were verv rourh. About the only roa i" fit

th» l>y.vs ^(fcd', the .'rbuckle Pofd , 'the C; ] i forn-ia

l)c Mi l i ta ry !^nd, !i"orVGibson to . o r t ^nitb,

Soldiers /.ere parr'isoned at- 'Fort "Gibson,1 ?ort ArbucKle,

-•ort ..ayne, Fort Coffey, Fort «ashite_ end forte, tit o ther

poin ts , .i'hese s o l d i e r s were used p^rincipel}.y to orotecb-
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•\ n igrants ^ml to squsdi ra ids between d i f ferent Indi; n«'.

My parents , 3heltoa oi.-iitn and Lupinda *--an I'cpwood,

V.ere 'ntrried in 1359 in .accordance *ith the laws of the

. re«k .it t ion .

: r v i l ..er. • •

Th'- -'re-'ks were in e co;.T"orUjb] e condition a t :h>*

n-^inning o^ th* Civi l .<cr. Many CrpR.cs h?n bcquir""1 lever..

tiiey .vi-r-- ^y;d Jo slcv* 1-ibor, huving ccsne fror: r.ihV/tme

' nd - I isniss ippi . "k ' .

ih(? Jrc*K"c heJ su^""ere^ mfcny v<fciv]si4jo? in -t '.^ir ' ,
*

\ eA l>j;id a n d f e l t t h a t t > I n ' h ' ' u & s h o a i ' ' vi-.lj.y t:\Y.? a - - - -

, : t i ' t h e * *'.ar i,r.o r e f u s e " t o t a k e j o t . o r . u n t i l i t c i f f •
* «

• « -

hb&olut.ply force* on th*m.- ' ' . o t r," fv.f . . f i c U l ? c0 the

t r ibes leaned ^y.fri tv.^ L^:ife-*erfccyv tn ' i t •_ s true that.

r,'"e :"ifc-^ority OT^ Ih * Cr-aalw_jipre__rev.lly_L,* s;-n<p*-thy with-
ih". .>cuth; however,' son> f«It ti.. t i1 th<»y did n .-t, f i fh t

•vit-h tli? Korth, suri'iitiec :;f the Greeks v.ouli rioA bw Y - V

'-;,' for \h&t rers,on t"> Greeks /.«r- di7" "*;

f inul ly V .I* >. ' '«rfp;:r, ."(Ci-l-̂ —

c.e iou^h and my father joiaed th« ooutl.-rn ^ r v , tiud my

/.irtlier .'-as nove.d to ythe hed hive. v\h,ere I .vac " o r a .
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I
f r.*.. a l so r- f i c t ion a":on£ th* 'Creaks vhich

refused to f igh t on e i ther cl de sac! si.-jrtrd to take

r-f.fu^p In knnsas. I t 7 Lac b"»fM ci id t l ? t th i s £t c ' ion he-1"!

r.o .fcOor.s. to defend thena*lve.? .-itv; uî .' ^hey stJ-rt**^ to

iuinses in the deaf, o'" winter t;.^. ':, ^-t oT tve;.. tied frorr^

nuh-^r r.ric cold onci only & "tt.. *v»r re rche.i Oof "yv i l 1 * ,

Tan Creaks .'ho, Joined th* A'OX thsm t-rmy ..efe orgsnized

into regiments, under th? cujxsfi of Genei'al ,31unt a t

F^srt Gibson. ' • ^
•a

••i^s Creeks *vho j o i n c ' thi°. South, t s niy fa ther did,

v.ere organized into regiments and s ta t ioned i-t ^"ort .»&shitty

^ ftith ,^hite repimerits -frori Tcsas. oorrie- s o l d i e i s of

Southern s rtny ".vere s t ' tioned- - +. Southern. fl-rt£ -in the

ta;v and C;;» i cka su v» *Tt t ions . My f i the r .1? ver :t.r t i c i pa ted

in any major b a t t l e ^ but was on the defense a-^in.H ra id ing

o'e.rties ;;hich v>ent tljroUfrh a l l the Nations of the Five

" I r ibes , burning houses,, barns , cabinc , t e r r o r ! z i n r v.o îen
4 ' c

,t:nd 6hi ldren and dr iv ing away hcrses find c - t t l ^ . dest roying
v

and,'. **'~olishi.iG e re r^ tb ing c^ value to vf fcan- .

«e 7/ere fortunate becruse Father ceme th'rough the •
. (f

C-ivil »<ur .and 'joined Mother and me a t Fort
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I ;.•£;•, born \vhilf JuU.er v.a: in f..' t r a y in 1*36k. on.3

v«r sa ; . .h in c n t i l I ..as pes t four y.-are o ld . '

th
1 " 1 1

'..-? c . ^ l - r i o n tr,c-t t h ' "re"•'-.;• ;.-.-*" o t . ' r In i a n c o f t / ^

- x'. •- i r ih- 3 ; . I ; 0 ' t e c :.. CXJ- & c r » a ; - t c c o r ' i n , : t o th i - .̂  <" i l -

t i o ; . pnd n ' K t . s l o ^ ^ to ;•<•' . c t h ; s ' : r » r f« cy s ^ t t i / ^ ' u p

•;•• =?""rt 'jioHc. Tcr ''lie «il^ In dii.i:J ""POT. iltnsa,. l:-', i»s''.e'

..1 _: ' sr s t a t e s . ihey v.fere_ no..1 cro.-.r'i 1" i l l JL.."ia:is cf

ul"5 - J j e : l: . tc th: Indian v e r r ' t j r y . ' Z^ .[ e. [nLx es

objected t o t h i s - p r o c e ^ \ r e 0^ u a^ j ^ u a l coal-I w.:_/ ooj--ct .

r e e , ! . -ere t - l i o :.E ..* o i t i z ^ . i s c f i h e

u t r i l e .

. ili

i People i*wLrt* "1 JLO ball;. - *^ ^^* ' - - - ? cict riae l^nd &nd

•.rilroads were started and in •_ fe-w ^ v t r s the G t̂elca .•

re begiiniing._to jret back: to living coaditioas.

..4.1d Indiana begc:i to iniiabit lue resei^'. tiotio. The
India^ns , .

ic fox/came! to the Crftek Nation. The Jelawijes, -hawnees',
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Csuges, Kickipoos," Kcws, .^aa^a..^, Jenecas, ^u.vnees, Kio.\:_:-,

Jomi'nciics, Otages, Chty?nn<»s, ^rfcpa"heeb u-.. . . h e r s cem«» -

o;. to reservat ion lauC, taken fra.i the F i v <Jivili?<»d Tribes.

ih^ ^co ana !£ox-Indian's tcciirae f ' r i r ids of the Creeks, bat

-i&ny Ox fhe will x.idic'h.s .'.sre r e e l l y - i l d .

i'i 3s .«frt . ;^ : c.i. fjr ^ long" ti.r.e

G'»'Vernn*nt L'ui 3ol"ierr st?tioaed at lifferent forts

w.roughoat the lerri tory tc hiJidle the v;il'" inc.\iZ'S uio-to

kae J then coafineo to their c/ i reservations.

Jet t i e Trade between ">:•:&; and I.. ̂ « them Markets.

«s loag as cattle- rai-sin^. ..^3 th A. \> rincipt.1 buciness

i ..as Aiwfcys active in ta" c ̂ si.:ess iu Iso.ie, capacity.
/ *

, ~ /fvo'n th? time I was a sKal- boy 1 enjoyed being >¥.itii

7 ' . -•"• •" •

at/tlf, r 'a ing the r* ngfc and .LOfcf.i.:̂  -roanc' th? bunk

, lia^ening; to the cow-punchers' yarns.

• I have alv.ays Termed except when I worker1 -_>.. ranches

or ranges.

vat tie used to he driven from Texas to Ken o£s to. the

..v. rket ?t ••'ichita or Cjffeyville, Kansas. I t would take
ths to .get these cst t le to market as they Aerf» moved

slowly so as to allow them to gru?.e on the t a l l , blue*-stem

* So many-, ct.ttlsvh.ad been Killed during the Civil' «'.ar
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• :*T consumed ^y the f-r;,!./ *;h-.t ,>rice<*, . ̂ r * h i g h , i.'aay c a t t l e

Vf(»r«" i n T e x t s bu t t h r r * were no rsilroMf1?* to n p t tr^'n t o •

marke t so tb» l d e ^ of d r i v i r w cb*»n cl-j.vly !-.!;rr-,u/u tH*- .

/orri' of tht* C i t t l f a r r i v e ' 1 Li :<:-isr-.-, t h i n . ^ o o t --or?

.utic ' a l r e a d y f o r th« "ii-rk<»t; ' . O . V » 7 ? T , to-" 'z* ther.i .••T'1 f e t

oiiJ in (/cod condi tio*. .'h«n th*y r r a c h r d a ^ h i ^ ^ i u ^ ">oint.

l h e s e .<"!••• th* u&ys when Je.'-..';c Uhisholm e g L a b l i r h p ^
c'

f ' r old ChisV'Olm T r a i l , vr. iohcli was ^ "h'-If-breed uherokee

ind'i.&n. r" l.ad rsfu^eed to Kfmsas d i r i n^ 1vi« v r . After "

t:.e Aild Iitaitn^ "'u ^ '.•e»-n rricved into th«=- ion.-; »-, y :,*• j.-'r-d

to I'Ail ap goods r.na 3,«polien in ..a^ons c-nd. i;aul then) south •

' t o th*-vvild &nd i l u i n s lnci^.fc,ns, t r i l i n g snd se l l i r i^ h i s

Aores. Th? t r a i l he founded *hs c^ll^d the Chishol.T> 'l"rail. .

i i s trfeil .vas fol j o.ve.! my many o? th^ c f t t l e^en and became

v*ry .v 11-known to ?"l! the cow-7'unche,rs &n̂  c t t t l m e n

between Texas and Kansfcs.

Ga'ttle Ranches in Indiftn T e r r i t o r y .

Tnese Texas c a t t l e y»ere of 1.11. type's, colors and

breeds. ;!exic«n type and Lon^'orns. They .ver^ brown, v.hite',
, _ . - i -

^black, fmn. spotted end' bore many different brands and

had to t* branded over after their errival^?t a ranch.
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^sch ranch had cer ta in range's* and in many.cases these

ranges over-lapped.

Each ranch had a na.aber of bui ldings; namely, the

f o re.nan' s hou. ^ , .cook phack, burk hi.usep, sheds and

ocr ra l s . Most of-the -. u i l d i u ^ ,vere of logs *»ad the

corre ls w*re ~tf<de. of s p l i t r e i i s - Vhe ^^perintendeno*£

: vise A'as usua l ly 'Ni i I t of lumber.

finployees on the rench were the superintendent,

foreman, Cjpwjaia-c^=^rY~iTor^e~Vrenglers, cooks, P: It. voys .

°nd occasiont l ly there ,vas a r ' -riess render . The number •

of employees jOf course^wf? in accord?nc? <• i tn tr<*'c? 7.e :

of the rrnch. , -

Occasionally, even f.fter the r f - i l ror i s .'^re ^ui l t^

3O"i? ranchers would P;O fo ->xt> = and drive th? c t t l e

throu.j.h to their .Tinges. \

i remember in 19^2 'Ahen i .vas /-o^king 4n the Ivlule

Shoe Cross hench,about twenty-five . \ i les west! of the •'

orese.it town of Okmulgee, tnet I , n i t h others_,ilc'3e to

--.bilene, Texas, to bring back .a i-erd of Tour thousand head

of c a t t l e . >vhen we l e f t Abilene we checked up four

thousand, four hundred and forty-four heed of ca t t l e with •

many different brands on*"then. ,
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,/<e lef t the Mule Jhoe 'J-ross Rarich_on horseback-and

fitted out the chick /.agon a t Abilene end picked up eight "

cowboys there besides the ones who le f t with me. The four

of us,,Simeon Yakapa, ful l ulood Greek. Indian^ Mathey Posey,

David Church and I, together with ihese other eight boys

and the chuck wagon, brought those ca t t le through and lost

only nine head enroute.
« •

i~ , ̂ We had.-to wrangle our own ..orses and v;e etch t> - y<

turn about bringing -along the chuck wagon i.hd we cooked on

the open fire, everyone had to do his own cooking. No

certain ones had a*certain place-with the herd. V/heu

darkness came and the cattle were tired we would bed down ",

for the night with always someone left on watch. Sometimes ,

we would change shifts as many as three times a night.

The next morning those boys who had had some rest would
•\ i .

start off with the point, then the flank would follow and

so on. " > I ,

It reouired three months and twenty-two days to bring
•i

i

1 the herd on to our range and everyone of us was more' than

glad to ̂ ull. off his boots and flop down in that bunk-house.
The eight boys whom we hired at Abilene, Texas, were
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paid and I never saw them again. One iOf our best cowboys,

i f

Bill Cook, plater turned outlaw and headed the Cook clang,
• ' ! ' I

On.the ranch we would have Fall 'and 3pring roujjid-ups

and the ca t t l e that did not belong to us would be driven

to their home ranges, wn these rounjl-ups we always look

the chuck wagon̂  and would be gone someti es as long as

three weeks. " lie cooked and »atje* afty place and slept in our

blankets on the ground at night. \ie were always up at the

break ofiday and"rode un t i l dark. Those were long days in

the saddle and at i«ight everyone was ready to hit the o ~~—
• 1

ground fojr sleep.

on tmese round-ups we r&n across many calves untranded.

i: a calf Ifollowed a cow with our'brand we knew i t was ours.

If a calf (followed a cow with some other I rand we would

cut the cok oat, and, drive both calf and cow to their home

• I •' !

range, 'ihe. cowboys and ranch hands as a rule were a l l jol ly
. ' A/

good fellows. In most instances, they were hoi.est and

detested a thief. They dressea picturesquely and followed out

the line of dress about like you see them in the Western Movie

plays in the 3howa of today, when we were not too tired we

loved to play pranks on each other. It was just .all good
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clean fun. I've seen pictures of cowboys shooting up

the town,, cleaning out saloons etc., but at no time

in my life did I ever see a bunch'of cow hands do anything

of the' kind 'unless 30ine outfit got drunk and tried to

get tough and then the cowboys got touga also. I startad

to work on the ranch for ';8.00 a month and my- chuck.

The ranches on which I worked were the .:alf Moon, The Mule

Shoe and the Mule Shoe Cross. I still have the old brands.

These three ranches were owned by the treasurer of the

"Creek Ration. H. if. i'oore. and

l/iy allotment" where I am living today.was part of the old

!ule Shoe Banch. For fifty-two years I have lived in

this vicinity.

Indian Customs.

The Indians' food, consisted of pork, gome cornbread . \

and hominy, and some of them raised a little rice. They
4

cooked in iron skillets and pots on "open fires and fn

fireplaces. Their dishes were limited. Some made bowls

out of clay, made wooden forks' and even plates, cups' and

pots were made of clay.
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The dyes for their clothing were made from the barks

of trees. Ihey also dyed their bows and arrows different

colors. They painted their-fj&ces with clay*;' poke berries,

aiid the dyes were used in dying their clothing. The barks

used were oek and sycamore, and walnut hulls were used

a great deal. Indigo made all shades of blue.

Their medicines were principally roots and herbs, •

such as1 bone set, snake root, dogwood roots, butterfly

roots,, dick, root, frost root, and sometimes mullein and

. . Their amusements were foot races, ball play, horse

races, cornstalk shoots, -hunts, picnics and dances. The
^ • / "

"Creels had tteir sh'-re of Stomp Dances which lasted for

days. Stomp Dances were more religious ceremonies than

dances. •

/ »

Many .Indians'were artistic. From clay they made

useful articles from which to eat their food- and also

made statues of horses, cows, wild animals and they made

baskets and beads. These articles were often painted
' ' / • • • • - • ' •different colors- from the dyes made from barks.

My mother belonged to the tribe of Creeks known as

"- • f
the Ferryman Tribe aiid Father was an adopted citizen of
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the same tribe and naturally I was' likewise a citizen of this

tribe. I attended school very little. * About, the only school-

ing I had was at Tullahasse and L.'ufaula and the name of the

teacher at Tullahassee was Mr. hobirlson. 1 believe'the \

teac. er at the old Asbury {.'.isnion at tiufaula was ., rs. McL.tosh.

The Creeks after the Civil \,ar received head-right money

or bread-money. Then they got a few dollars on account of •

the stle of land to the Arapahc "rite who were wild Indiana

and then long before the Dawes. Commission was formed they

got two aymenta of maybe $?5.00 or -^O.OO.

V/hat "the Creeks got^otner

would not buy a Model T Ford.

Bridges.

There were only a few -bridges in the early4>days. Streams

were usually forded or ferr ied. \l remember two. t o l l bridgeson

the Texas Road. One was across L i t ' l e i l k Creek, run by a main

named Mclntoah; the other was across Lig Jlk Creek and was

rua by a Creek Indien named; Drew.

r'"n._ Ranches.

There were- ranches all over the Indian Terryjory. Some

were large, others small* ^he F. 3. Ranch was located near

the site of the present village of Bald Hill. It was OWJB d
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by Captain Fred Severs. Vhis ranch handled from twenty-five

to th i r ty thousand head of ca t t l e yearly and was the l a rges t

ranch in Indian l e r r i t o r y . Some of the foremen were Shelton

Smith, my father , RedL^eck Lrown and M Hart.

The Spaulding Ranch," known as the Lazy S,was on Cloud

Creek; owned by H. B. Spaulding. This ranch handled f if teen
,4 f

or-twenty thousand head of ca t t le yearly. The bran! was the

Lazy S. Some of the foreman were Jim Sisncer', Al Todd and

Jim Garrett . Jim Spencer l ives at Haskell tod*.y( and Al Todd

is s t i l l in the ca t t le business south of L'.uskogee.

The Spike 3 Ranch was on Cedar Creek and handled about

five thousand head of ca t t le yearly. lt$a|''oSmBd by a

fellow named F. 3ango. ,

The D. G. Ran oh w&s a horse ranch and v/as located on

Deep Fork Creek west of the present town of Okmulgee. This
f

ranch was owned by Dave Carr and î t handle^between f^ve

hundred and a thousand,horses yearly.

The Half Moon Rpnch was loCfted nrer the D. C. Ranch on

Deep Fork Creek- west of Okmulgee. • . \ •

The Mule §hoe Cross was loceted near the present town of

Ckfuskee. The Mule Shoei was located some three miles south
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and a quar te r east of th<" present town o£ Haskell .

., These t;kree r fnchef ^ l i a l f Moon branded " C_L,

t'-ie Mul^tyShoe Cross b r a c e d t lC|.* l"8nl the Mul- Shoe

bitnded the plain ran] 4' .*>noe " ' " . " These viere^ova^ii by

• • ' ' • ' /

e M.-iJ. Moor<* an# hj.s b ro th- r •T. ;<• i'oor^ • 1 '"^s. t'-:e

of Vf\ese three r.Cin$hes.

On the Half l/oon- end 'the i'ule Shoe. Cross we handled

g tout a thoxisBvuk ' fad of c a t t l e yf*i*ly on c ch r'.nch and on

the Mule -hoe Mnch ar.otit five hundred hend of c e t t l e yefffly.
* . / '

recei^sd aome of our c a t t l e from 'iexa3 by r- . i l &t e
0

point on tbeAl. K. >• T. Rtilro«d a t tn^ present s t a t ion of

3uimr.it and iome by the Frisco Railroad a t th** present town

of Red Farjc. The c a t t l e coming ove«r the .«I. iC. & T. jRailroad

driven to th** 1i- If I.ioon end Mule^>hoe Orosb eni those

coming over the f r i s co to the Mule Stoe.

I /remember Bob and Kmmett Dflton v̂ho ca^e and worked
/ - ' •

for m* awhile . They w*re ^ood co.vboys end I knew then for

they/had worked for the F, S. Ranch previously but they

ultjLiately became outlaws. Al Jenn.iB£s, another cowboy who

ed to be an outlaw,worjced on the Sengo Ranch. I

remember well when United .Stages Deputy Marshal Ledhette.r

/apturea-him eas t .of Mu§kQgee. B i l l pook, enothep" outlaw,
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, once punched cat t le 'on the Mule Shoe Cross. After the cf t t le

oa these three r?nches .i/ere fattened, they were locded into

cars et the points where we received them and 3hit>Ded to

Northern mfirk^ets. *.

'£he Three Par Panch was locate! near th<" present tov;n of

->el.'ui<3 fcnr" .v: ow.ed hy Clirer.ce Turiier. Tl.is r;-nch hendl-c?

froni five to ten tliOi.huc Lead of ca t t l e ye?rly. Tar '(rer:!:n
/

on this r-nc'^ K-as Ihcirias Cerey.

C ̂  Towns.
^ . . .

Before the ra i l ro"Js were bu i l t £;nd when ba t t le tvere

'^eia^ .'Iriven from Te^ao ho .<.-r\ses, in the eastern part of (i,

the Indian Territory, tie present to.'/np\of Coweta, .agoner, A

fe nlx'\ Coancil riil) were us *ally alluded to cs c y..-to'«ns. /*t>'

the'se point? many peoole rep]end »ied their food supoLiAS^-

Ferries.

Fne Leacher Ferry crossed the Arkansas River a t the

north >*vl of Mill Street in Musk ogee. T1.̂  Kevins Terry " •

crossed the Arkansas River a* the njouth of Or^nd Piver.

' The Sutherland Ferry crossed the Arkansas Rj ver about ' <=ilf

way between the mouths of the Verdigris and- Grand Rivens.

Thig ferry was used by people traveling the ol<3 Texa3 ?6i d.

'T\i~ Childers iTerr/. crossed the Verdigris River about four
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miles west of 'Vagoner wher- the' highway bridge is now on
e *

Highway ; 51 . The Gentry ?evvy crossed" tlie "rkansas River

."'bout one mi If- eas t or the- s i t e of the pre^-nt town of

Haskell. The / r y Kerry crossed th-e Arkmsas Riv*»r ncr th"

of -eelaka vt whet i s nav th* town of Leonerd. The Si-n*»on

Lro.vn Terry crossed the /-rkansas River a t about the- "present

loca'tion of the Spanldin^ Bridge some 1'o-ur or five miles

northwest of Vuskopjre'. . '

Hhost Towns.

V * ulri Creek Agency loc? ted on th? south ide of P'

"oun'fain about two miles north o p the nresent- united ^i

'etprens Hospital in L'.m kogee .vaa > t uu?- time r. v i l l a g e of

aeven or eifjit hundred peop.-? . -hen 1-he •'-. A. <̂  T. ' ;M2roed

^ui l t through trift t e r r i t o r y in 1871, the town of !Iuskogee

sprang up and the people moved to the ne.v v i l l a g e .

Fisxiertown and Worth irork 'iowi nt*.1 r the present town of

I'.af'.ula .-.er«» on the old Texes tiokC .'•• en the h'.X. tL T. i la i l -

road «f:s b u i l t through ladinn Te r r i t o ry the se two v i l l ages

oecame ghost towns for iuf^ula spr-'-n^ up . . Eufpula vv'ss e t

». time the ln rges t c i t y on ~tfr©~~*:'. K. & T. Railroad between/

en" Texas. ."
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?.-t on Gene Oreek about three miles north of "<hcre

jo/nton i s today V.centre « ^host town «?te." t.riba] government

;,<!,-, d iscont inued. The coar t houae fnd whiffing post we^r r t

Lee &n'i t l ^ r e wos olso P stor^ tnd a stepc. s,tancl thftrft.

oswokle vaj about on« milr south 'ind oa*» west of, the'- *

present tovm of !';-.skell. E. B. Ha.rris «as t^- postm«ster

•ri'' a ni-an named' ."•ire.a-'Yrd ran the s t o r e . T>IP nost off ice wes

;.• fch* s t o r e . ITie bui lding of the i.'idlahd1 Vclley iwcilK^d" ^

in KiO4 ceu-.ed th» to'.vn of Tl! ske l l to sprinp up .f;kAt '.'&vokiB

fi a gh:-st tov;n .

In the Cr^ek *?ption t*T»re /ver^ t l . rp* town? c " d i s t r i c t s ;
—•—~. .̂

n r r e l y , Coveta , Mucko^ee end Dkmul<?ee. Lrch d i f t r i c t v..an

r . ' . l ice i by o f f i c e r s kno"'n es% I i^ViLhorcewej,. ""f:r-re /»':.. L

'-4, 'tPiri end t h e r e were u s u a l l y . f ive ??s:g s t ^ n t i 1 in ,eec^ di s t r i c t

;-oi,'* of t n e S e ' L ; jhthorseiT.en vv<v *- George .Vicintosh', . d l ^ y •

Wzl ,*osn p'nd John ^ i x k i l l e r .

y ' Green Peach . . r r .

I"he Gr*en 11! ch .< r s t e r t ed in 1^92. I t s t a r t e d at the

t i ' e thftt psfches were green in the Spring.' The c^use of th i s

uorising^among the Creeks was an e l ec t ion for the Princip*~l

C.ief.
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Hie tJvo c a n d u f t t e a involved for C l e f we~e V H Ct eco te

I .prrhech&r.Ch^cote. de fec t ed lH\^r\,<-<-y^ r an I •<!.« Ir
r

h'-char fac.tion would not aubm>t to 'Vfeafc.elMralnf.' t,

»l--ctiori wor crooked r.na t r i **) to k*"p 'Jh"fn te from

i O ' i 1 ( i t r . ^ e'jol ^ '.T'0i.»» in fa r ic <. a f i r s t

oi- t ^ e cth*-^ ' rid b ' - ' ' • ' . »t T r . u r i /• t ^ i f**er-

*-iit n a i n t ^ thro'i'-dio'i ^ t h * - ' r e - k - ' " ! f t ! e n . i.-jfjarh^c

' i * - 4 - i ' t : r l y every t i ; ne . 'Jae o r ' h i s b e ^ t ra*-:i "»>

<• >•) t t " »'.ur. k i l l e d \ y t h * .rn^n. I s p p r n e c ; ' > r k-*['t

M t i l ''i* >X>t i i t o 4.he w':0-I'V)x 'm'1 the .Cheyenne J :

t h e s e I n . L t n a di 1 M'O;, v;"t.-*t- trny f i > t i , • / t,)i«-r^- (.ul

t o il" ' J ' 1 , * * ' - t P t e a a o l ' i . e r ^ • t ?' r-L / b<>on r nn

i .o ldier^ 1 c . i t u r e l a l l I t ; :>i rheGh'" ' r t r r-\r>(\ _"riA b r o u ' T t *;"«*T. t o

- t Oi son »•? ; : r i y o n » r ? . i-.: r - r v r*o ' / r s i r n ^ ' i a t ^ ^ t t y t o

,>iit im'1 *"/ • ' T .c ic ' * tie '-"•re<"ri '>i 'c!i ' •' r .

i.) e " o t i n - ; p i s t e s i n t . " o->nte^t b^ t/ .**n Cheo- t " a1-!?

i . *•;;-:.» o?itr .vej-e T u l l a h t a.^ee, Oo.v-t ' ; ,

I'-^r** ,v°f) Q a t ] t, tv.orko r- pt of . ' h i 1 " ro I'ryor', n<*r r

Jr< nd :<r/-«r. . r ? i l ? d r i l l e d th»r" f ' n ; l c h e d M»-lt /r-.+Vr.

/ / . £ v.'^r'r'v.ec b o i l e ] '.: l a r g * Ketflftf, u n t i l only th<* o-ire

lt*w»K Ir-fv, -'^t-S s a l t >vr. u.g»*fl by the j?«*ox 1 r. «*ni a l s o
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helped up in piles-arounc the tranches for s;t-l-t l i cks ^or the

c a t t l e end horses . Later s s l t f l a s , r -chived i'i ba r r e l ? by ~
v/ere

r a i l ; -thes* bcrr^-ls/hauled to th* ranches, sewed h ' l f in
. e

two and then placed apounci >t ^ i f fe r^n t p^'iats for the ..

a t t l ? . This barrr- lei ;eM cost Ui. about 70 cent", ->*r

I ' / T ridges.
• s -

ie.^al iiarriage "vrr t-nterei into by securiug a license
• • •

*rcr the F^der:.!! ? i ' f ? t t f'-rt bnith, Arkansas, tnc tlie

:u.'.rriagf f̂ yemony A'&S usually read by r. minister.

? - rn i t s to -on Citizens.

People who TICJTP not citizens o!" t! r- Creek trl'i^ hf d to .

^ec'ire oermits to .-*ork "for citizen? air? tli^se pcraitt- cost

U-.O") ver r^dnth. bom*time^ tre ernploy»r paid for th** p<~-r;it"

~:":d sometimes i t was pyia by the aw. oi tizen who -.veo
Missions.

/
rr ere # -TP & nunib^r o"̂  C r f k iljf-sions. "nf Cre<*v orphan- /

" - ;

f.se '.'.a- ibout onf4 mil" northeest of th*' oresent town of •' '

Okaulgee. riTi* Pecfn Cr.̂ ek Mission wes oa i>can Creek about

s^ '̂en miles west of the present to».n of Muskrf^ee. 'Iliere wac .

v Creek school et tl.e present tovm of Sapulca . Fhe «<ealaka

u'is~ion was located near the present town*of Leonr-rd. The
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•'.?bury iMirsion waj et the present town of Eufaula. The

I'ullahassee Mission was at the present town of Tulln'ras^ee.
(Mekasufcfty)

111* I'ienas<".oka Mission "^ ~ near the present to.vn of ><ev<oka.

Creek Principal Chiefs.

I remember well onie.fs isparhechor, i>k*m Oh*10 te, "oe

and Lftgus /erryman, 1.1 jty Tie r rind i-'le'-js.-.nt ort^r

inciclent-'lly the t>vn of sorter v:as n&ned efter ''i*f

'.'orter.

Creek Co.uicil nouses.

*->-t h = fore th^ Oi'vi] . • r. f-.• • 'J.-y father tol i *a

Council .louse 7>a~ loci t^ i ? t a nlr.ce ccl lei :7igh tr.rin^s.

Tl-*» '^resent dr.j location voul"1 b» r^ i r .ainwri.^ht or Council

" i l l . .f-:er'the Civil' ..ar, the Council ' ouse o*"* ^he Creek

'h tion. w ŝ at Otanul&ee.

The Story of Yahole.

Ihis Ofeek "Yehola cla 1 rir.seir in skins in', fur-?, lived

07 hi'nself except for about e dozen car 'eg? thf t fo] laved

I ini thr'ough the woods as h<° searched for v.iirj game,-fruits,

nuts &nd berries. Should u human being approach him, he ,

•voal̂  ».alk cround and eround a tree an" say nothing. hV had

•f:: old .nule celled Pete. Pete rot s" ck and one dey he was
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l a d i n g hitii down to thp cre°k ' o r '/;. l^r-- ^/.u as ftp t

.vith him alorif, ' l i t t l " - t r a i l h* rr-ittTf] in th-* Cr^ek Ir nga'-p^

'Tocr ' e t e s ick: Poor i '« t» ." So^e hoy.-, 01 Can* cre^k hid

i:i *'.«• hrus1. and aa "cVhola tn? th•• -ul* "ot- ^ ^ r th^m .ihpy

jOLiio d ht him and t,1-, • -,ul?, .v.-.^pine i:. Creek, ^hootiri(j 1. r i f l e

• nfi t t t h i s -joint old r 'e te r . cv«aj . /• Lcl1 c::n- tu-abli'if-

5 , . , - . 4-V „- 4.—, J •] , - ,i , 1 1 » 1 _ l ; i n , . , -^ .1 ^ » . , ' r« N - i , . . •

«**

'•.e.Tt y- ' l ' . ' i ac- to ' - is c ; t i : . . ^ p t * r t !*. i ; no o .? .-£. v Tti'.ola


