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Charlotte Press ley Nee Greece Frank J .
^114 15.'Morgan o t . ,• Research "orker
'Tahieqtiah, Okie.

Born near Briggs, Okla. , March 2, 1873. E s t h e r ' s name ^ed Greece,

iborn 1339. Mother's names Betsy Candy Greecs , . b i r th not known. She was

a daughter of Tom Candy —grandfather. Tom Caady a white man—grandmother

Susan Graves Candy. She was an old s e t t l e r , ^am Caady was mother ' • \

bro ther . -< \ > • '

I have my f a t h e r ' s discharge given a t F t . Gibson, Jreek "a t ion on

the 31st day of May 1865, signed by W, A. P h i l l i p s . Go..G« t Third regiment

Indian Rome Guards, a l so signed by Capt. Uatheniai F i sh . Capt. Co. C. , '

3d. regiment Indian Home guards . .Mrsi Press ley has a discharge of arch

->craper Co. D,' 2nd. regiment, ^L-dian Home guards , Volunteer, Sep$. 3 f 1868,

signed by M» barker , A a s ' t . Adj. General.

3he has a. Cherokee law book dated '-'^pt. 6, 1839. ^he has a l i t t e r

wrirten to her f a the r , Ned Greece by John ^pringston in Oct. 23, 1894.

I t i s wri t ten in Cherokee in large red l e t t e r s , s t a r t s off: Aied Greece,

My Friend: . .

Marriage custom: When fa the r ami mother got marr ied, ^e j u s t

went to her home and asked her if she would marry him. She. sa id a l l .__ - _

. r ight . So he j u s t stayed t h e r e . That was t h e i r custom. During th»

war my mother and grandmother l ived together and kept house. The s o l d i e r s

would s t e a l her cows and i f a s t r ay cow came along wit a ca l f . Mather -

would put i t up andmilk i t u n t i l they would s t t a l thenu They s t o l e her

horses and l e f t t h e i r old broken down house. 3h« put them up and used

them u n t i l th ty too would be s to len*
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My mother went to Ft. Gibson to t rade. She made a me kind of nic« ' '

aheese, she took three cakes and sold i t for $6.00 to buy medicine for

Grandmother.

My father lost two children with a<o&s kind of throat trouble. Dr.

I . D. Lasier waited on them, tfhen the th$$d one got sick father went to a

jfullblood Indian doctor. He said you must not believe in me as you have

lost two children. He told father to gp horn* end k i l l the f i r s t thing

he saw and to l e t i t l i e there and bring a fresh bucket of water froa ' the
\
i

[spring. The f i r s t thing father saw was an old rooster . He killed i t and

[let it l i e . Pretty soon the Indian came. He had needed his moccesions—

|that qmiqk. • /

My mother had l i t t l e people. They belo;ig<d to the redhead clan. I

have seen her several times. 1 saw her in the fence comer one 3fy. My

sister , Martha, ??as lo*>t for these dbys. *>he c uld not itiXk Then 3he laf t

and when she oame back she could talk, she was 18 months old.

I went to school at the pubiis school* ._&arj" Joney VL-3 ray teecher.

;l started to the Female -eminary* Spencer teptens was superintendent.

Mother did Mr. ->tephen£s washing for my board. 1 studied nusic underfPrince

D8lgoruki. 'My f i r s t school to teach, WUJ o lied the Grsen -chool in Going-

Snake d i s t r i c t and ^tarrs Ohapel in Going Jaake d i s t r i c t . I taught the Grand

river school near French's ferry. I then -<?orked f or J. "»¥. Stapler and Son

for seven year-e without a vacation. I an now supervisor over the W.P.A.

iSewing room at Tahlaouah, Oklahoma.


