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Field Worker's name Ida A* MervriLn,

I This report madei on (date) June £8, . 1937

; i . Name Lincoln Grant Snoop

\ 2. Post Office Address r. ^Perry, Oklahoma

k3. Residence address (or location) 1511 Delaware S t . /

' 4, DATE OF BIRTH: ' Month October Day "3-4

' 5.- Place of b i r b - h P e n n s y l v a n i a ^

« x • -r ! r.̂  W. Mooreland.
; 6. Nemo of Father Captain Jake Snoop P l a c e o f b i r t h p e n n 9 V i v m i a

Other information about father veteran of Civil V/ar.

7. Name of Mother Martha Jane'Spaer Shoot> Place of birth Pennsylvania

Other information about mother • "

Parents are buried at Lake nf Ozark. Missouri, •> _ ^ _ « .

Notes or complete narrat ive by the f ield worker dealing with the l i f e and
.story of the ]..er&on interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached 6 •' #
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Ida A* Merwin,
f ie ld Worker,
June 28, 1937.

An Interview with Mr* Lincoln Grant Snoop,
tz • 1311 Delaware St*, Periy, Oklahoma.

\ ^

I am the son of Captain Jake and Martha Jane Speer

Shoop. I was born in Pennsylvania. YiEhen I was three

fears old ray parents moved to the south .Test part of

Missouri, near Lake of Ojsark. My father was rounded in

the Civil War and shortly af ter locating in Missouri, he

died from the effects of th is wound.

I learned the p r in t e r ' s trade when a young man and

worked at many different places in Missouri and I l l i n o i s ,

and in 1889 I came to- Wellington, Kansas, where a cousin

was editor of a paper. This i s where I began to be in-

terested in the opening of Indian Territory lands. In

April 1889 when the land of old Oklahoma was opened for

settlement I went to Arkansas City, and bought the f i r s t

t icket to Lowry, a flag statiolo north of (iuthrie. There •

were two trains in readiness for the ' ' s t a r t . I was quite

anxious to get on the f i r s t t ra in but the question was

which one was going f i r s t . One was on the main l ine, the
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other on the siding- both were already loaded with

people, and* when I noticed the siding train was prepar-

. ing to start I attempted to get on, but was pushed and

shoved by those already on until the train was in pretty

good motion before I succeeded in getting on, I had with

me some luggage, which consisted of a large wagon sheet

in which I had some provisions-, a Winchester rifle and a

spade. The trainjlid not stop at this flag station,

Lowry, and the conductor told me if I wanted off, he would

help me when fhey slowed down to cross the river. At a

time TThen he directed ise, I made, a jump and he threw my

bundle off* I was quite anxious to get a farm in the

river bottom, but when I stopped to set a 3take I found

six "Soonexs" were already on the same land and four were

in a great argument already, so I decided to leave, and it

was several days before I secured anything and then it was

a lot in the town of Outhrie.

There were lots of vdld turkeys and other wild game here

then. I killed a -turkey shortly after I arrived and used it

for food. —
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The first- money I made after arriving here we|s f 10m

the sale of a fawn. A friend and I were, in the- country

south, of Guthrie whence scared up a wild ,deer and,

thinking there might -be a fawn there, we hunted un t i l

we found one which we sold to sane ^arce collectors for

. .$10.00. 1''.ese collections would pay about twice as much

to* the white peaple for the -ame as they would /to the

Indians who were doing lots of hunting lu-rin£ tliese days.

Shortly af ter locating in.Guthrie ^ met Frank Greer

&nd his brother who were operating a printing /shop. After

they found I was a pr inter by trade they wantid me to work

for them, I set the type of the first_ editiojn for "The

•Oklahoma State Capital"- which was published in Guthrie

following the opening, in April , 1£89. Therjs was als©

-another paper in Guthrie a t that time called! the "Gutlirie

,Get Upn.This was a two .page edition owned by L.F.' "Little/^:;..

• who l a t e r sold out to ,Dr. Peoples, .a *entis|t, who was on

'th.e same t r a in that I came on.

. . At the opening of the, lower and Sac_ anA Fox reser-

vation. I made a'run and- staked a claim apout-eight,

miles west'of v&ere Chandlei1 i s now locatek, but this"
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happened to be the qWrter reserved for school land

and I did not get to keep i t ,

"Later,'"I made a run into -fc&e Cheyenne and Arapaho
i - «

Reservation, but did not get a land claim' in this race.

However I succeeded in getting a' lo t in Watonga, in

Blaine County, This race for the town lo ts waa a foot

-race of one-fourth mile. Hayir.g made "the race t'o the

reservation on horse, I wa3 so sore and t i red from

riding I did not feel I could do much in a foot;'race but

I succeeded in-gett ing a much bet ter location than the

others of my party. j

• . In. 1893, I made the run in the Cherokee S t r ip

..opening-, riding a horse, and .secured .a piece of land ten

miles northwest of the townsite of Perry, which I s t i l l
• * o

. Ofm. During this run.J V7hen I reached Black Bear Creek I

found the banks so sjpeep I could not cross a t that point

and had to'hunt a crossing. This delayed me quite a b i t ,
• . • I • . : '

"Sphere I attempted to cross there was a.man whose horse had

'. given' out. and he could not get him up the bank, I helped

him, and in time wq succeeded in gett ing across, and went

to where we though.f we could stake e claim snd set our
i-i-
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', f lags. Then I f ired my pis to l to see if i t brought-a

response. Shortly, from the brush of the creek bank

.appeared a man, v/ho proved to be a "Sooner". Upon

investigation I found he had been there several days

ahead of the run. Ivly bro.ther was to follow with the

wag ~n and bring my wife and child. 1 returned to the

creek to await the i r coming to help them across. V»e

succeeded in getting across the creek and camped there

• for the night. . The next day we uarked our lines as . '

nearly as we couTdT" and after f i l i ng returned to Guthrie

where I bought a two-room house end moved to the farm.

we got permanently located on the claim just before the

expiration of .the six months time_^ I began the breaking

.̂  of the soi l and planted crops, l iving on the farm unt i l I
• t

i

moved to Perry.

^ I organized the first printer's union in Guihrie

in 189E, and was sent as a delegate to the
convention at .Philadelphia that 3ame'year. .1 also

t

organized a union in Oklahoma City.- In the spring of

ia93 I was sent as a delegate to the Printer's Convention

in Chicago. I was the Republican member oii the Noble
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County election board from Statehood un t i l I was ap-

pointed postmaster ata Perry, Oklahoma, in 1922, which

position I held for twelve years*

I was elected President of the iSQer's at Guthrie

at the l a s t convention.

I was bet ter acquainted with the Iowa and Sac and

Fox tr ibes of Indians than any others . Among then were

some well-educated ones.v.ho had taken advantages of th&

•opportunities offered them by the Government. They did

not do much of fanning out made the i r livii .g mostly by

•^hunting, as there were plenty of wild game'in those days.

They had very peculiar methods of fasting and

gatherings when one of^fehsutcibe died which 1 think was

similar to a l l other t r i b e s .


