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. An Interview with Mr. Lincoln Grent Shoop,
1311 Delaware Sts¢, Perry, Oklahoma.

&

\\ a -

~

I am'the s;on of Captain Jeke and Martha Jane Speer

Shoop. 1 was born in Pennsylvania. _\‘Ihén I was three

Years old my parents movéd to the southwest part o:g

Missouri, near Lake of Ozark. My father was vounded in

the Civil Wer and shortly after locating in Missouri, he

died from the effects of this wound. ) -
_ ‘ I learned the printerts *rade vhen a young man and

worked at many diffe.:rent places in Missouri and Illiﬁcis,

and in 1889 I came to- Wellington, Kansas, 'where a cousin

S —

was editor of a paper. This is where I begen to be in-
torested in the opening of Indian Territory lands. In
April 1889 when the land of old Oklshoma was opened for

settlement I went to Arkansas City, and bought the first
- y

L7( \

- ticket to Lowry, a flag statidh north of Guthrie, There-
were two trains in readiness for the ‘start, I was quite
anxious to get on the first train but the question was

which one was going first. One was on ﬁhe main line, the
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other on the siding- both were already loaded with

o

people, and when I noticed the siding train was prepar-

~

. ing to start I attempted to get on, but was pushed and ~
shoved sy those aiready on until the train was in pretty |
good motion before I succeeded inzgetting on. I had with
me some luggage, which consisted of a large wagon sheet
in wiich I had some provisions, a Winchester rifle end a
épade. The train did not stop at this flag station,

Lowry, &nd the conductor told me if I wented off, he would
help me when they slowed down to ¢ross the river., 4t a

time when he directed me, I made,a jump and he threw my

bundle offs I was quite amxious to get a farm in the\

river Bbttoﬁ, but when I stopﬁedﬁfo set a stake 1 found

six "Sooners"™ were already on the same land and four were

in a great argﬁment,already, so I decided to leave, and it

was several dayi/ﬂgfgfe I secured anything and then it was

a lot in the town of Guthrie,

‘There were lots of wild turkeys end other wild geme here

then. I killed a durkey shortly after I arrived and used it -

-
~

for food. —
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The flrst'money I made af?S; arr1v1ng here wgs from .-

st

the sale of a fawn. A friend gnd I we:e.in“tne~

*

thinking trfére might ‘be a fawn there, “we bunted
we found one which wé sold -to sane jame collect
."'310 00. Tiese collections would pay.abou’t‘- twic
to the white perle for the ~ame as they would to ihe
'Indlans vho were doing lots of hunting lvwlnr* ‘c;ese dayse
;hortly after 1ocat1ng 1n\Guthr1e l’met F ank Greer
and his brother \tzho were operating a p.;'inting shop., After
. Wthey found I was a pr(inter by traée they wante¢d me to work

for theme I set the type of the firs,tﬂe@_i_ti for "The _

0dehoma Stafe Carital®; vhich was publlshed in Guthrle

follcwing the o;penmg, in Aprll,’ 1889. —’}Ihej: y was alsa - o

“

.enother paper in Guthrie at that time called the "Gutirie -

"$he sa'mé‘train that I came om,

At the opemng of the, Iowd =nd Sac aend Fox Téser=. ‘--.L-_

-— - - " T

vatlon. I made a run and staked a claim a cut*elght o -_,7,

-

‘miles west’ of vhere Chandler is now}ocat‘

- . ox
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Beservation but did not get a land claim‘in this race.
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" happened to be the guarter reserved for school land

end T did not get to keep it.

l. |
Later,“I made a run into the Cheyemne end Arapaho

4

Howewer I succeeded in gettlng e lot in Watonga, in
. /

\ﬁlalne County. Thls race for the town lots wes a foot

* .race of one-fourth nile, Havirg made the race tb the

reservation on horse, I was so sore and tired from
riding I did not feel T could do much in a foog“race but

I sﬁcceeded in*gettiﬁgfa much better location #han the
< > . , ;v' » ;’
others of my party. |
o J‘{ !

In 1893, I mede the run in the Cherokee Strip

|
{

_.opening, riding e horee, and secured a piece 6f land ten

.own. During this rugg\when I reached Black Bear Creek I

. b0 where we thoughiy we could stake e claim snd set our

miles northwest of thé townsite of Perry, which I still

H’» - - N
4“(

4
{

found the banké so s"

ep I could not cross at that point

and had to’ hunt a cf0831ng. This delayed me qulte a bit.

|

Where I attempted té eross there was & .man whose horse had

glven‘out.and he cq‘ld not get him up the bank. I helped

-

‘succeeded in getting ecross, end went

him, and in time w

. —
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) fl&gs.‘Then I fi£ed my pistol to see if it brouéht-a
éeéponse. Shortly; from the brush of the creek bank
appeared a ﬁan, who proved to be a "Sooner". aﬁon
investigation I found he had been there several days
aﬁegd of the run. Iy brother was to follow with the
wag'n end bring my wife and child. 1 returned to the
creek to await their coming to helvy them across. Ve
gucceeded in getting across the creek ;nd caﬁmed there
for the night. . fhe next day we warked our lines as .'
nearly as we coﬁTHT'gnd"after filing'returneg‘to Guthrie

1

where I bought a two-room house znd moved to the farme.

e

we got permanently located on the claim just before the

expiration of the six months time. I begen the breaking

of the soil and planted cro?s, living on the famm wntil r
moved tohfériy.'

I organized the first printer's union in Guthrie #m
GoEETrTs, in 1892, and was‘senp as a delegate to the

convention at Philadelphie that seme year. .1 also

organized a union in Oklahoms City.. In the spring of

1893 I wag sent as a delegate to the Printerts Convention

in Chicago. I was the Republican member off .the Noble
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County election EOard*from Statehood until I was &p-

-

poiﬂted pbstmaster at® Perry, Oklahoma, in 1922, which
pogition I held for twelve years.

I was elected President of the '89er's at Guthéie
at the last convention. -

I was better acquainted with the Iowa and Sac and
Fox tribes of Indians than eny others.l Among them were

some well-educated ones.who had taken advantages of the.

.opportunities offered them by ihe Govermment. They did
not do much of faming but made their livirg mostly by

hunting, as there were plenty of wild game’in those days,
- ‘
They had very peculiar methods of fasting and

e

gatherings when one of fhe.tribe died which I think was
%—-——-—:— , .

similar to all other tribes.



