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Interview with Jack N. Innis
Supply* Oklahoma.

I vat born in Indiana, later going to Missouri.

I had a brother in western Oklahoma, so in 1886

I left Missouri and came to No-Man'8 Land on a hunt-

ing trip* Game was plentiful, so I hunted quail

and prairie ofcicken for th# market. I received |3«00

per dozen for quail and $4.00 per dozen for prairie

chickens, I squatted on a piece of land neer Gate.

I came to Oklahoma in a covered wagon, this

nas In January, 1886, and on the 7th of January there

came the worst blizzard I ever saw. *he stora caught

me about ten miles from the Oklahoma lin^e. I pitched

lasted twodays. Lots of cattle

end tome people froze to death. After the storm,

it was very common to see men -with one hand or foot

or both that had been frozen off*
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Livestock froze to death by the thousand. Some

cattlemen lost their entire herd, cattle drifted

with the storm and piled up in canyons and against .

drift fences and were found frozen that way.

While in NO-Mai^a/lend I worked aome on ranches

[k but not farming. I had a cedar picket house 12 x 14

feet and I batched.Iused spring water* The/following

ranches were in this country before the opening of •

the stript The R. Bar s . Ranch, covered thousands

of acres, with headquarters about one mile north of

the present town of Dunlap, on the Beaver ttiver.

They had thousands of ca t t l e .

The Y. L» Ranch waj$_located on Eiowa Creek with

headquarters about twenty miles southwest of where

Larerae, Oklahoma now stands. - ̂ hey also handled

thousands of cat t le .

The V. Bar Ranch was located north of Woodward

with the ranch house located in Bent Canyon, about

twenty miles north. The owner of th is ranch was

J. V. Andrews*
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In 1887, I went to work on the Bar V, Hanch.

This was on Snake Creek, in the north part of the

now Harper Couaty. This was a small ranch, owned

by Ed Jaquens and he had about 2,000 head of cattle.

In 1890, I went to work at Fort Supply as a

teamster, and worked there until the Fort was Aban-

doned, I helped move thf-.learns and equipment to

Fort Sill, we left Fort Supply on Christmas Day,

1895, and I stayed at Fort Sill and worked for aboirt

a year*

In the latter part of 1895, I filed on a claim

near May, Oklahoma, and lived there on the claim for

three years. . -— — — "

Then I moved to Fort Supply and freighted from

?ort Supply to Woodward with a team and wagon*

In 1900, I went to work for the York Key Lumber

Company, as manager of the yard they put in at the

Uttlt town of Supply, located Just a mile west of
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old Fort.

I wea iw^yjiger of this yard until the yard quit

business, about fourteen yaere la te? .

Since then I have done odd jobs and a t i l l l ive

in Supply, """


