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FATHER'S NAME GRORGE SIMMONS
MOTHER'S NAME MARTHA SIMMONS.
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It was in the neighborhood of Eufaula. Oklahoma, thon
Indian T.rritory. that Goorgo Sicmons was borm on January
1, 1861. His father was Thomas Simngna,‘_a'“full-blood Cher-
okes, and h}{u mother was Deliah McIntosh Simmons, a Creek

LS

" of Hillabee toyn (tulwa). The i?mnts had come from the
0ld country of Alabame., The fsther, Thomas Simmons, died
the same year that George was born, and the mother, Deliah,
left with the child moving near to what is now the Big

Cussetah ceremonial grounds, about fifteen milss southeast
of Okmulgees, They stayed there three years or untj;l 1865
and then moved /back to Bufaula, They lived at Eufaule un-
til the death of the mother, Deliali, in 1876, OGworge waé
then riftéen years of age,

Osorge Simmons was then rac;ng a life of orphanags and\
poverty. Ee tried to keep up his appearances for he had to

wash and patch his few clothss in the best way that he

could. He had no one left to even urgs him to take up school

work at this time.
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He spent his time with the other boys of his own age
e.nd it was thon that he learned to'“r’mo horses. le had un-
doubtodly inherited the roving nature as hs often told his-
eomradu that ho "wanted to go West." Before he did g any-
where -he was tak.n to the Asbarry Miaaicn. He stayed tho’r;

a number of years or until N. Bo Moore, a white missionary
wofkor among the Indians, brought about the trgnsfor of George
Simmons and Oanlius’;Garr@to the Carlisle Indiens School
established at. Carlia;&, Penngylvania. With the rea;iéation
that a long ¢trip and A long upa’ration from their acquaint-

_ ances and home was in stors for thun‘, the apirit of the boyc;‘
lacked the usual bravado. <Some tears were shed whils waiting
for the train at Eufsula. Although Cornelus Carr was taken to
Carlisle, George Simmons waz never taken, becauss he ran away
i’mnl N. B. Moore at the last moment. \

The desire to go West was still in the heart of Ooorg;
~Simons at this time. He really did atm West until he came
to the Sac¢ and Fox reservation where h% Jmmediately ma(io the
acquaintance of a Sac and Fox youth whose name is not known.
Togxther they journeyed south to Shawnee and were joined by a

Pottawatomie boy whose name is not known,
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Although doing most of the traveling on foot, these
three were inseparable even when the first trip was m?do to
Texas. They brought back whiskey and found ready mon;y. .

¥hile on the ?first trip, the surroundings in Texas
and the Indian Territory were k;only noted by tl;.ee three. .
The hills, prairies, and wide open siretches.of lonely lands
did not escape the eyes of the boys. ’

The second trip to Texas was fester travaling, because
they rode horses wsich they had stoleén.. From that time
and for three years, th;sc joung men were hunted and wanted
by the law, not only i the Indian Territory but also in
Texas where they terrorized the open country along the b&rdor
with their bold rustling, killing, and all the gl‘oeds dear
to the minds of outlaws. A fresh horse was available for
every day agd every night, They astoie catfle and 14 them
to one person and turned right éroxind and stole them back
and sold them to soms one else.

The wild country produced the gomnon necessities to
enable them to eat and live their own lives. ild hogs
werd in abundance and many af their meals ¢onsistddof un-

saltod) roasted portions of pork. v

|
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After tiring of the Teias border and their too ma;y
deeds of thievery the boys transferred their hideout back
into southeastern Indian Territory, namely in the ¥Wichita
mountains. Even here, there was no place for them to rest,
stay, or sleep peacefully.

Everything has an ending and Georges Simmons realized
that he was growing weary of the lite he was leading. It'
was on top of one of the Wichita mountains, at the close
_ of day, that tﬁon was a turning point in the life of
George Simmons. He pondered cver mamy things as he and
the only remaining friend sat on & hill top. He was holding
on o the bridle reins of his horss which was standing near e
him and with his Winchester ac;oaa kis knees, that G;orge
and.hin friend noted that there were two litile yellow
birds flitting in and out of the bushes and trees. These
were free t0 go where they wished. They wers not hunted or
vanted by any men for crimes. George Simmons' heert was
eorrowﬁful and ha cried for himself. He desired his life

<

to be spent as other free things. ke confided to his friend

»

an@ they resolved to returan to civilization end face what-

T e e

ev¥er gonssquences awaited them.
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m}ﬂn ‘ orge Simmons and his friend arrived in Shawnee
_ thay 4@ ' arrested a‘nd tried for their many crimes. They

we us sentenced to sy :nd one year in the prison at
Hichita, Kansas. At the expiration of that year, they were
free. |

They started on foot back to Shawnes, They first reach-
ed the Osags Agency and obtained work splitting rails and
fixing fences. ®ith the earnings of a month's'work, the
two proceeded to Shawnes. When the destination was reached,
George Simmons and his Sac and Fox comrade parted % go
their Qun geparate ways .

George Simmons started beck east and reached Seminole
where he worked three years for lLondon Coker, a wealthy
man-znd cattle owner.

‘ Attor‘ the three years spent at the Cokesr placs, George
Simmons finally arrived in the vicinity where hs had spent
his early days as a Boy and gecured a job at Proctor's
.Storo, established in 1882, in McIntosh County, seven miles
northwest of what is now Hanna, Oklahoma. He hauled freight

from Bufaula for this store, but later %ecame a mail carrier

under Wesley Smith who was the postmaster.
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When the store ceased to exist in 1900, George Simmons
becamea follower of Chitto Harjo. At a time when Chitto
Harjo and some thirty of his followers were encamped in the
Chootew gountry, they were arrested and immediately taken
to Hﬂlkoépe. These men had been causing some trouble and
although feeling ran high agninat,fhoac men, they were not.
“severoly punished., Their hands and feet were securely bound
to iron posts 80 they could not escape and after a short
trial they were ta%nn to Leavenwortn, Kansas, to ssrve eight
'“'monfh;. T |
when George S:Lm:ona returned t his home community in
McIntosh County rram.KAABaa, he found that the gpvernﬁﬁnt
desired to buy eighty acres of his allotment to establish
the town of Spokogee, known as Dustin now. The site for
this little town had al}oady been surveye& and the governmsnt
was willing to pay 35006.00'fox the land. The negotiations
were completed. Bssides the 86000.00, a new bugey was thrown
in and was considered a good bargain.
Tony Proctor persuaded George Simmons to invest part of
the §5000.00 in a store. This store vas begun in 1905 and be-
came known as Trenton. 4 @04 sized tract had been surveyed

out for a site, but this town never did materialize. Tony Proctor
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had a half-intorest in the store and was the buyer as well

g8 the carrier of supplies from Fort Smith, wWhile et Fort
smith one time, Tony Proctor, on the spur of a moment and
having @ 1ittle more than endugh of liquor, purchased a
$1000.00 worth of supplies which G;orgo Simmons refused to
acknowledge. Things were not turning o\;t 80 woll at this time
time, and eventually, Min 1806 the lamro of Trenton went out

of business,

George Simmons became the chairmen of his district, in
1907, of the committee or the diastrict to discuss the sub ject
of statehood which was an important issue at the time, No
definite outcoxe is _relete:lx this question from this party.

Leter oxlx, date uninown, George Simmons was baptimed end |
beceme a member of the. Wewogufkee Baptist church, Meclntosh
county, section 3, t&nship 8 north, range thirteen east, He
becams & minister and served as pastor of this church‘ for eighte
een years, Although George Simmons had & 1ife of wrong yet in
the last years of his life, he beceme a mighty man for the
prirlciples of right and the wrd of God.

George Simmons was oc2lled to rest on March 9, 1927, and

. .

was buried at his bélovod churoh yard, Wewogufkee,.



