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-"  An Interview With Julia Anna.Shanklip,
‘ , Lawton, Oklahoma, K
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. Upon coming to this new country there are & lot of

~

¥

things we have learned that have certainly been ﬁf éalue
to us. I had two boys to drive wagons ﬁhrough, bringing
people and a few of their belongings. Althird)boy drove
cattle and horses for these peOpie. ?ﬁé rest of our

family came here on 223 train, When we reached Fort S

N
s

T Worth, I felt like crying; I wanted 'to go back but could

—_ ~

not. e arrived here in OGtober,'igéijigﬁa%%a“ﬁurwsurpris:%\E;ﬂ
it was yet a tent’ town. The hotels were cu?tained off in |
small rooms, with a nerrow ourtained hall in this.long
tent.‘ Ve had front windows and a‘rz:i;door with a glass
in 1t in our, tent hotel. v

1n4Thigfcountry around Lawton made an ideal place for
the Indians to cabp, even before Fort 111 wés established.
All along dache cfeek thgr; used to be hundreds of tepees,
food and water were plentiful..

Priorlto 1865 to 18%0, I have been told, the Indians
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never had heard of missionaries} they warshipped the sun
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as father and the earth as mother and they 5elieved in
cut£ing their arms or their bodies near their heart end
offering it as a sacri?ioe'to their god, for him to give
the;“health and very long lives,e '

A strip of land from the Washita River to Red River
lay open for the Indians years ago. .. Nothing was in this
territory to bothér the Indians, so £hey were hbving a
real time to themselves when they heard some white men
were coming down. They thought it meant trouble and this

SO
PN N

land was their Iand.fVAIisﬁfgﬁared to meet the white men

with their bows and arro en they wé;;“%old a meet- < ——
- ing Would be held the next day and it was %o be.a friendly
rneeting, so they met the n;xt day. The Indians were told
that the Goye?nment bnlywﬁished to establish a }ort some
whefs in this locality. The Tndians did not care and
soon left tﬂe‘meetjng. This is the first meeting I have
ever heard of among the Lhdiags and white’ﬁeople and soon
Fort S111 was 1ccatea’$en}$‘.
I was b.uﬁ a small gi;l when thé Civil War started,
just old enougﬁ-to start to learning how to aook, There

was a lot of harm done in those days. Some soldiers came
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to our home and took our foed. My mother begged| them
" to leave us enough dorn to make into meal‘for corn bread.
"They'%sft us only a little, not enough to Tun us vér& long.
We hed ore horse left and someche took it one night. In
thOSeﬂdéys we had rail fences made of long logs or rock
fences. We heard the men coming it,wgs~;n awful roar,

»

like a storm, and they drove over the fences, tearing them .
' M

down, burning things, chasing our chickens, tearing down

the flour mill @énd déstroying everything they oould, My

father was away. We had one letter from him in very cold

" weather saying he had no shoes and nés fighting and it was

80 colds  The first Yenkee Soldiers that came to pur'House)

'came carrying a flag and waving it. Itwas only a black
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handkerchief. I was very frightened.
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