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This report made on (date) ‘December 9, 1937 ~
e )
1.-> Name - Jink Sbires )
2. Post nffice Address Ceary, Oklahoma . .
3. Residence addrss (>r locatinm) R, R. L ‘ .
4. DATE 0F MIRTH: ~ Fngh- FOOFUAXY o, B o, . 1881
5. Place »f birth ) Missourl - )
— ~
i John P, Shires . “Tennesaeeo

Place of hirth
Pioneer ard Cormers

6. llame of Father

o ?

’

Otlier information abonut. father

s ‘Rennesees .
7. Yee of vother Mency Swaars Shi¥em ... or pipen, Tenne

o - o
Ather informatinn about mother .

&

~

-——

- ~

Motes or complete narrative bty the field worker dealing with the

life and story of tlie person interviewed. Refar to lfanual for
suggesf%d subjects and questions. ZSontinue on blank sheets if ™~
necessary and %;tach firmly to this ferm.  Number of sheets

attached . //)”)/,/
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augusta H, Custer,
Investigator,
Dacember 8, 1987,

-~
an Interview with Mre Jink Shires,

— herd of oattle.

— Re 1, Geary,  Oklohomu, e

. » .
I am living on & rented pluce west of Ceery; I

L ¥

have never owned A pluce of ny own: I worked for big
cuttlemen most of my life, but have fu rmed for myself
for the just ten yesrs. I huve & wife snd five Ghil-
dren and am 8 well reapected citizen of this commnity .
My fat.her mo;red his fami’ls‘r fr.m Missouri to Texas
- wha’n AL vas four years olrt; in 1885, e lived in that
State ungfi 1896, ve ihen cams into the Indien Terri- '
tory end stayed in the Ch{{.cbasaw Netion until 3917,
when I ceme up into Caddo County end worked fo;' cattle-

men by the neme of John Bowls snd Ed Johns who ran & big

L4

Wken we were living fifty-five miles north and east
oi‘ ardmore on the tributaries of the Rlue River I spent
my time working for ecattlemen I ngyer hsd any trouble
because I -was not logkiné fox'.tgouble. “hen ax;yone'

" wanted trouble he dﬁid‘ .nés have to weit long before his

’ : ¢
wish was gratified. But altost every men attended to his
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- own business end there was no trouble. But if anyone

—~—

tried to }‘ake cu'rr?or his neigffbor's 'ms;ne:m then he
mfounﬁ out that he hrd attempted $oo much.

T remember & ran whe csne dow» into thet port
‘qf’?i:he country and tried t0“¢Mdstiaﬁ§ze the whole
¢ountry. e found out that he had undertaken too
much and he' was found deé‘d. Nc one seemed to knq;:{vho
"he was .uor what had happened to him nfxd no one ‘ztr(mda <
too many inquiries.

° ‘fhere were many stray horses which came into
thatupart of the country;-they just strayed therefno
| -one owfled them and they belonged tc. spyone who eould
.coml‘tl"xmn and put brsnds on them. %he settlers (y..d\
not ‘\van{'. ’ghese‘ horses running over their fields snd
eating gheir eropx so they dook cara of thgm. Some
called this "rus tling” but the gettlers~hed to look
out for themselves, . - '

a : -
The Chickagaw snd Choctaw Indisns were not bad

to stesl horses or cettle, Indians ‘in this part of the

State did not hesitate to k11l a beef when they ueeded

meat, One time & men named Malk Gaorge touk eighty~
seven head of horses to Arkinsae snd sold thac. He

-

496



~ R ~

SHIRFS, JINK INTRRVIRS - 9389

.
.
. : fudts
Lt , v &t
~ IR N (R “
TR e .

-3~ 2 o ‘\L o
gaid he d4dn't and others ssid he did. But one

y [N

La 4

men's word was just us good as oncther's in those

days and he got 'by with ‘1t.‘ ‘ . ’ / S
'.Fé;hose .f:ime@ wore groat ‘“ ‘;’;e di4 not héve ‘mpch

money but we did not need muche Ybere wes no pla‘ce

to spend it. Our hogs ren Sut in the woods wull thé

year arounde They f‘atténed on the acomns u;d pecens,

Part of the time corn would sell for 10 cents & buehel.-

??; would gether tlp tl‘;e hogs de ir’xtendqd to hutcher and

feed them SQ cents worth of cpr;i ad they wuld meke

A

good lerd ond bucoue , - . 2
There wes lots of gares  Turkey,nueil rea as «

high a8 sixty fo seventy in a ’g';ovey. But when a
‘ hm}tgx; is sllowed to kills‘eve;'} quail\in tﬁe covey it

is no vonder that they were thinned out in a few yeaia.
sz' 1 never killed-a dear or un antelope ulthough JX have - -
| seex }ﬁ.enw of 'bh%ps

; Indisn Legenﬁe.

-
« Y e
-

' The Choctaw had two and sometimss three wives but

-the Chickasaws d"i& not praotise polygemy thad I evexr

knew of'; the Chiclmsaws were more like the white folke

.
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They had a big&wﬁ’ow Aonce in awkils Qnd would bave
sore missienary .tg- talk Ev'ith them, ° Everyone «f them
paid the ;xtmorst attenticon t;o*ths ‘apeuke:c. ‘Nothihg
would distract thew from theii' utﬁtud; Sf attention.
They alwoys lLad mony dcgs a;xl t.hesq dogs wocld like
o snesk into lhe &rbor or teant wierever the meeting
was boiug held. There wes always a "Dog Pelter," '
sslected to kegp the dogs oup of the roeting anmd if
6ne‘alippe-<\1\1n he would go aftor it ;'nd parhaps give
thd dog an awful beasting 61' kicking befoxre ths dog
would lesve; but mo oas of the Indiins paid the
slighteat atteniion %o the commotion bat just tried
Yo listen to ths speaker,

- The Chootaws hald a meeting ons 't;me to cure u
man who was uuite sicke They ﬁhad the medicine pot
hung and tho herbs in the pot and kept a fire under:
the pots Thers was u post sot in theﬁg‘raund and the
post was about/ tllxrleg feat highoan& on tLe top wes
placed a‘amali piece of clothe This was to euldl,
sttontion to the fa.t that no one wes to pass bae

tween the Medicine Men and the Medicine pote To see

L 4

£ -

-



st

’

”(’:’

I

Y ) @
. B ',,“ e i . - ’- ] Df‘," .
B ] - - ) . ‘. y \
SHIRES, JINK { - INPERVIEY . 9389 '
& ” ‘ - . K
- 5 L]

™ +thst this d4d-not hapgen ¢ nan stood Juard 8.1-; the .

" post with a big bLleck gnake whip and woe be unto’

Ll ’, ”

. the dog' s Mman or-chill she tricd to gct by

This .eoting ey kept up for m.any hours; it

~—

began ut deylight «ud ofter sundown & brsyc cume
from souewaere I nsver know whers, r.n dewn to the

. Tire seized the pot us L6 wént by rnd just kept, on

rumaing out into the derkness, with ""t;h:.t hot pot of
boiling liqu:’o.d.‘t How far he went or alere I \Ezave no
idga. Sut hs went toward the 3&s‘t.'

&ﬁnoét enywhereé you cck see amall pens built up
of‘lc;gs usually 'two logs hijh; it iscks like sonmecne
}m& started-to build s pig pone ut iz is reslly a
placs where: 1’.hey'1;\it 8 lerge pon Cr pc;t of fcod snd as

meny ue can sit arourd-sn tie logs, erting from the

o
s
-

.pot wit‘r‘x//eg spoon.

O’né time I red gone to a btig powwow given by the
Chootaws and they had =2 hig'; pile of jorled beef plac-:
. ed inside of a smoll fences «2 cld Indian took o;‘f
"his moccasins and got in thers with his feet bare aad

the Indiens gtocd arcund the pon. : He reached dosn snd

i
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. \.gave each one 8 handful of jerked beef, walking
.9), ' around'%ﬁ*‘f:’the meat and as he circled the p';n he
gave it out to those standing on the Sutside, He
geve ue white men some crackers and cann‘ed food ¢
“ﬂza Cheyennes und Arapaho Indians will eat
beef thé“t, has-been killed in eny way except by
lightning, I hed-a steer thatwas ktlled by ;rinico \
.m" . ing some oi‘ the dip liguid fr = the vat into which
- . be nhad been plunged ‘to exterminate the Texus tickse
e, 'I'he Cheyennea and arapahoes were extremely
delighted to -skin the animai and give me the hide in
e;éh;:nge for the meat.
mpos. Buck was & negro cook who went with Xit
A ’ Carson‘on many of his scouting expeditions in the =
. West. amps lived in Geary a fow ‘yeara but is now
 desd. He said that many buffalo on the prairies
died from & meuth dlsesse similar to the foot and
T ’mouth disaaaa EC mxmnon a fow years sgo, The tongues
of tho burfalo would swell und turn black.
The Ghoamws and Chickaaa\va liked to have the
white people come to their ga@therings bug tha;f did not

i)
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iike to have them stay long, They dg not appreciete

-

"i% when the whites crovd into their eircles which
they considér secred. V

 We lived oh Frank Bird's place mortherst- of
B f,.,ﬁ'»&‘wk>

Ardmere, at the big spriug which %O‘GFy i the source

P

of the olty water supply of ade.
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