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1.-* Name • *in& Sbires
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" ' " ^ B R 1
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4. DATE 0? 1IRTH:" ̂  ' '-nth • February Day $ V e a r
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Augusta H« Ouster,
Investigator,
December 8, 1927*

Interview with Mr. Jink Shirea,
jUJLy Geary, • Oklahoma> ._ jf

I am living on t» rented place west of Geeryj I

have never owned, a place of ray own» I worked for big

cattlemen, most of ray l i f e f but hove farmed -for myself .

for the piist ten years• I have a wife and five €bil-

dren and am a well respected citizen of this community*

$y father moved his family fr̂ m Missoiiri to Texas

when I was four years old in 1885* We lived in that

State until 1896* <v'e ihen came into the Indian Terri-

tory and Btayed in the Chickasaw Nation until 19179

when I came up into Caddo County end worked for cat t le-

men by the name of John Bowls and Ed Johna who ran a big

fcerd of <*attl©« *

Wfeea we were living fifty-five miles north and east

of Ardmore on the tributaries of the Blue Hiver I spent

my time working for eatifclfeifieno I ne^er hod any trouble

because I was not looking for trouble* "tfhen anyone'

wanted trouble he did nofc have to wedt lon^ before his

wish woa gratified* But almost every man attended to his
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own business and there was no trouble* But if anyone

tried' to take car^of hit, neighbor's '^siness then he

found out that he h^d attempted too much*

I remember a nan who cane dow1 into that port ..

of the country und tried to^ohrist ionize the whole

country. && found out that he had undertaken too

much end he was found deaH, Nc one seemed to know"who

he was .nor what had happened to him nnd no one mode

too many inquiries*

There were many stray hordes which came into

that part of the country; • they Just strayed therej ncr

• one owfled them and they belonged to. scyone who could

corral - them and put brands on them, ^ e sett lers did

not Vant these horses running over their fields and

eating their erop$ so they took car3 of them* Some

called this "rustling" but the settlors>had to look
* • *

out for themselves* . '

13ie Chickasaw and Choc taw Indians were not- bad

to s teal horses or cett le# Indians In this port of the

State did not hesitate to k i l l a beef when fchey needed
maat. One time e Dftn named Balk Gaorge took eighty«
seven head of horses to Arkansas find sold them* He
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said he didn't and others eaid he did* But one

roan's word was just eo'gpod as onotKer's in those

days and he got by with i t , / • ' „,

Those .time*1 were great* V#© did not have much

money but we did not need much* There was no place

to spend it* Our hogs rcn &ut in the woods u\l the

ye«ir around* They fattened on the acoms jind pecans*

Port of the time corn \?ould sell for 10 cents t*. buehel*

We tfould gether up the hops \te intended to butcher and

feed them 30 cents worth of cprn a-d they w uld ireke

good Ifird and *baooa« . *

There woo lots of gane, Turkey4-iuoi3 r«n as A

high as «£xty to seventy in.a covey* But vshen. a

hunter ia allowed to kill*fcvery quail in the covoy i t

i s no ^ohder that they tfero thinned out in a few years.

I nsver killed'-ft deer or an entelope although J have
• & o

n Legends*

* , The Choctaw had two and sometimes three wives btit

the Chickesa^B did not practise poly^ic&' that I erer

taxaw of j the ChJLclcaeawa were isoro. lik© the white foik.
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They had a big BOWWOW once in.awhile and would have

sows missionary .to. t a lk with them* ' Everyone of them

paid the utmost a t t en t ion to the speaker* Ifothing

* would d i s t r a c t them from the i r a t t i t u d e of at tent ion*

They always l&d many degs and these dogs world l i ke

to sneak in to the crbor or ttmt wherever the mooting

wa»A being held* There was always a "Dog Pa l t e r , "

selected to keep the dogs out of the Hosting and i f

one slipped in he would go a f t e r i t i nd porhapa give

tha dog an utffuX beating or kicking before tha dog

would leave; but no oae of the Indians paid the

s l i gh t e s t a t t en t ion to the commotion bat jus t t r i ed

to l i s t e n to the speaker*

- The Choctawa ha\d a meeting one time to cure it

man who was quite sick* Th&y had the medicine pot

hung and tJiO herbs i n the pot and kept a f i r e under*

the pot* "There was a post sot in the\ground and the

post was about three feet high end on tLe top DBB

placed a small piece of cloth* This was to Gull,

a t t en t ion to the ftKt that no one vras to pasa be*

tween the Medicine Men and the Medioine po t . To see
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' that t h i s did-not happen L zaan stood ^mard at the .

post with a big black onako'tfhip and woo be unto '

. the dog , roan or-child aho"triod t o get by.

This .eeting «fau kept up f o r ^ n y hours; i t

bogan a t daylight *iad fi'tcr sundown & brrvvo ĉ .mc

from aouew-iere I uevor loiow .vhero, r-n dc;?u to tlie

.fire seized' the pot us LQ went by : nd just kept on

running out iato the dKrlciiOos, with th;'t hot pot or
t

boiling l iquid . How far he w'ent or .-.Lere I have no

idea* But he went toward bh& Zest,

Alfiiost anywhere you ecu see small pens b u i l t up

of logs usually tivo logo hi t jh; i t IJCLS l ike sorueor.e

had started ^to build n pig per.. IXit Lliis i s roel ly a

place where they put a lt-rgc pun or pot -of food and as

many as can s i t aroui'j^-sn the loss , et ting'from the

tp6t with a apoon.

One time I had gone to a big powwow given by the

Chootaws and ttxey had a big pi le cf jorlied beef plac-

e4 inside of a soull-fenco* ^a cid Indian took off

his nk>Gca8iafl and got in there with his feet bare and

tUa Indians srtood ta-cund the p-an.. He reached dovn an
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s. gav*e each one a handful of jerked beef, walking " •

, axoun&'^k^the meat and as he circled the pen he

gave it out to those standing on the outside. He

gave us white men. some crackers and canned food*

'£be Cheyennes and Arapaho Indians will eat

beef tha^ has been killed in any way except by

lightning| I hstta steer thatvwes killed by drink-

ing V8oai8 .of the dip liquid tv m the vat into,which

• . jie had been plunged' to exterminate the Texua ticks.

< The Qieyennes and arapahoes were extremely

delighted to-&kin Tne animal and give me the hide in . t

exchange fop the meat. . \

moa Buck was a negro cook who went V7ith Kit • *

Cayaoa on many of his scouting expeditions in the **

West* flmos lived ia Geary a few years but is now

dead* He said that many buffalo on the prairies

died from a mouth disease similar to the foot and
»

nnouth diseaae BO conation a few" years ago» The tongues

of th* buffalo would swell and turn black.
Chootaws and Chickasawa liked to have the

white people come to their gatherings but they did not
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like to have them stay long* They do^not appreciate

i t Fhaa the whites cro^d into their circles which

.they consider sacred* '

* We lived oh Frsjifc Bird's pince norther-?t- of

APdxnsre, at the big spring nhlch t.o-<Jry is th« source
* r

of the oity crater supply of

/ • *
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