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SHAMLEY, JCHNJ5.'.. INTERVIEW, , "#9918

An Interview with John C« Sharal-ey, Cache, Oklahoma.
By •* Bessie L. Thomas, Investigator.

February 9, 1938.

I was born November 26, 1862,at PieTcetown, Indiana,

of Irish ancestors; my great-grandfather Shamley^ was born

in Ireland and migrated with hTs parents to America when

very young, settling in North Carolina. Grandfather and

Father,were born in North Carolina and both were farmers.

My parent's are both buried in Missouri. .

When I was four years old my parents left Indiana
• - i

..coming to Illinois ^reveling in a covered wagon,

hitched to, oxen. Th'e trip was very tire-some, taking,

months to-make, and many hardships were suffered from r ̂

cold, heat, (rain and the fear,each day of possible attacks

by the Indians.' §However, the trip was made in safety ̂ .nd

my parents settled in Lawrence County where many many more
i v> v •

hardships were suffered in making .a clearing in the wilder-

ness and in building' a log home,.

- I received most of my schooling "i-n I l l i n o i s in & l i t - -

t ie -̂oOiUntry --3£&©o^<>£-^o^~£hxee--to--six months terms. The
schoolhouse we\i, bui.lt of logs, but trie-, benches were of iron,

[I very seldom'got to attend school until after Christmas as

\ - • • . ,
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I had to husk corn'and chop wood until then. .The throe
t

"H's" were the principal subjects--taught. .- •,
• > *

We lef t I l l i no i s when I was'twenty-one, to come to
> ' '.

Stoddard County, Missouri^whfcre we lived for six months. Hi-

I jcame to Sumner County, Kansas'to v i s i t . a co'usin and was
." . . - V. r"; -

there one month. .Ity cousin told me about the "new country" * ' -
• ' v- : • v.,- < '

to be opened soon, Oklahoma. They talked of nothing else.

Being young and wanting a home of my own, and to strike ,

out for myself, I dec.ided to^go j;o th.e opening and try my

luck, but had no team or wagon for conveyance. There lived

within two miltfs of my cousin, a family of fine people who . •*

'were, good neighbors, and ̂ witli whom-I had become acquainted .
• t " " ' • •

while on this visit to Kansas, the Lillie family*. In- talk- • . *

i ing'-wiih them one day, I found that they were planning to*

[go to the opening of.Oklahoma - tne first opening in'1889. ^

I So. I maj3e arrangements to go with-them promising to do

to,pay for my passage on the trip and to snare the • '

Expenses for food. _ " ' -'
*- , *

sHb^ftrfiansas, with two "prairie schooners,1 with mule's-

iitched'-tb> each . " In.the party were Ivlr. L i l l i e , the fa ther ,

Lbert and Gorman, t,wo sons,'John Conant, a brother-in-law
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of Mr. L i l l i e , and I<> We camped out at night and i t took

three days to ®ake the t r t p . There* was not much of a road

to travel by, just t r a i l s which income places were hub-

deep..
• . •

We had planned to cross* the Cnakaskia River but i t

was up too^high to cross, so ^e had to go .around-it. We

crossed the bridge at Drury, th£n swam Bluff £reek°, about
• . » . < - •

eight or nine miles from Caldwellr-tfhen came down the old

Honeywell Trail to the old-Chisholm-Trail, about where

Waukomis is today, then, went west to Turkey Creek - went '
1 ^ •

into Oklahoma through the west gate oh the north l i n e .

;We went down Turkey Greek eight miles. <Yhen we got to the
' / , . A
l „

' * *

[Salt Fork of the Arkansas" River we saw two o-r three thousand
• I *• . - ' ' »

fpeople waiting to cross. It was about sundown" and we de-
jit *

|bated whether to cross or to wait till morning, leaving the
I. ' . ' • •

[•final decision up ta Ivir» Gonant who knew the crossing well
%
[as hie had been over i t before.- He decided to crosk a t ," '
r . „•.• . :: . . j ••

)nce, so we put the four mules to one wagon, stiwlng them

>ut so one team would be swimming part of the time, and the •

>ther on the sand-bar part of'"the time. Mr. Qonant was our

.eader in this, so the rest of us felt safe over-his decision.
' * • * * * ,



SiAMLEY, JOHN G. IJNTERVIEV7. ' #9918

After the mules were hitched to the wagon we Blunged tn,.

• Mr.Conant, Gordon and I, but we had not gone ve-ry fatf̂ .. % •}

i'i It? '\. t i l l we began, to t h i n k maybe the d e c i s i o n was n o t wise'i , It? '>z<.\

as most of the time/could see only the' heads and ears d& '<

the mules and we thought surely they would drown aijd the

wagon would turn over, as watar ran up to the tops- of '* ̂

the sideboards. Had it not been for the encouraging

words of our leader, I am afraid that Gordon and I would

have plunged into the Arkansas. Kiver where we surely would

: have drowned in thet swift water." *%£iQ.r-3to reached the

i other bank, a great cheer went up from that throng and then

f others made th£ crossing, but a* very'few.as it was soon x;

tdark, and we did not get our ot/her wagon" across until next

day', but we camped all night. v ' . . . , •

The next day we went to a place eight- miles from the

line; followed down Turkey Greek and settled on a claim.

I went out scouting-, went down the creek until about four

* ' * 1 •

in the evening, went back up to camp and hunted up the

til-lies. They had found a section of land that looked good

t© them where Hennessey stands today.

I y.*f• We "staked Section 4, Township 18, Range ?. Mr. Lillie
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took.N. E» ^v Air* Coriant S. E« ^ Albert L i l l i e S. W«>
v ; v ' • ' ' •* -

and X took No YU'fV 1'found-out that Mr. E. £•

brother of the great sculptor, George Barnard-, fiad>

toe sami? quarter that I had, "wĥ Ch, h'er. relinquished to me

in fu l l . Gordon lef t on foot next mdrning f^r Eastern

Oklahoma. -I went to Kingfishet Maj^l, 1 8 ^ a h d

.Aflay 6thc 'This land I f i l ed oifwa's fiv© fees from <
%/ •. ; 4 •-—*:-:
Heriaessey> which wa^ our t rading 'post . On July 3, 18£4,"

*a wagon train on the GhisKdlnTjJra.il was attacked. Patrick
\ • — • * / ,

- i

Hennessey, the r t ra in master, was t ied to a tree and burned

--' J- •
and his three teamsters ki l led^ Thia tragedy occurred u ^ t

few miles north of the Oiinurron crossing. Hennessey was

buried near the spot wr.ere he met- his tragic death. When

Oklahoma was opened, a town was bu i l t neurby'.and appropriate-^

ly named Hennessey. I t i s iituated in the northern part of

Kingfisher -County.

I "batched" on ray farm for two years, t h e n j was -*

married to iwiss Dora'3. Snider, November 26, 1891, at

Hennessey* she was giving on a farm southwest of town. I

Uook my bride to the log home which I'had bu i l t and we

i -; • v • •
[lived there thirteen j (years. The logs in this house wej?e
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pn end instead of being built the usual way and it was

called a "picket"vlog house*

We farmed, raising, mostly whe-at and corn%and the

second year I put out sod corn and raised a fairly good

crop. I broke forty acres the first year and in the

Fall of '90 sowed twenty acres of wheat, lie lived a half ,

mile from Turkey Greek and we could catch a. good me33 of

fish anytime-. This stream was. full of fishj goggle-eye

and son-fish, some catfish and red-horse. I could ~see

great herds of deer almost <pvery day, but they were very

i wild anl did not do much damage to crops. Prairie chickens
•-••i t h

would come in the yard and eat our chickens. Most of the'

[time we had enough to eat,- but sometimes we would.have

[flap-jacks made from groundJeaffir corn. There were lots

fpf buffalo bones scattered over the country* i-

There was a little Indian scare in »90 and the white
*

)ople ^ot ready for trouble-"but nothing came of it. In

summer of '90 the Rock Island Railroad built down * .-

|hrough Hennessey which put the town on the boom. ,
In the Fall of 1895 1 served on the first Grand J dry

• ) • . • '
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over held in Hennessey, Probably, three or four miles south

of town ran the old Chisholm Trail which crossed the Cimarron

River eight miles south. *

"(Ye lived in Hennessey one year where I ran a hardware

store.' The tovra was plenty tough 'in those days. The cow

;punchers would ride into' the post office and ask for their

mail. If the post master was u trifle slow in looking for
»

it, he would be asked to hurry ?dtn a volley of shots.'Many

r times I Lave seen cowboys shoot up the town.
X
\ •

On September 20," 1903, we moved to a farm in Comanche

County,1 Section 29, TL iJ9 R- 13
£, southeast of Cache. We

lived on this farm -seventeen years and\had the usua,l farmers

:luck. 'Some years we had plentiful crops, but other years

.were lean. ' Ihe -most:exciting day on this^la'ce was the day

[when we saw a black bear going* across the pasture and tried

o sic a dog on it but the dog was so scared he ran in to

he house and stayed under- tbe bed the- rest of the day*.

;ere my family of children was raised.•' They are all married

id now we have grand-children.

• In 1920 we left our farm and moved to Cache, where we

ct .to spend our last days.


