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Recidence nddresc (or locution)
DATE OF HInTH: DMouth November Day 86 ° Yooy 1862
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Tlare of rirth - Piercetown, Indiana.
' \
Name of Fathop John Shamley Pluce of birth N. Carolina.,
~ ) ' ":tc . T~ .
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Otloer irsormgtrlon atout fether Farmer. .
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SHAMIEY, JOHN 6. . INTERVIEW, , #9918

.

An Interview with John C. Shamley, Cache, Oklahoma.
By - Bessie L. Thomas, Investigato?..
February ¢, 1938.
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I was born November 26, 1862.at Piércetown, Indiana)
of Irish sncestors; my éreat?grandfather Shamleijas born

in Ireland and migrated with his parents to America when

$ . g .

very young, settling in North Carolina. Grandfather and

Father.were born In North Carolina and both were farmers.
&

liy parects are both buried in lissouri.

when 1 was four years old my perents left Indiana

I
)

qum}ng to Illinois “reveling in & covered wagon, ,
] : ~,’,1\"\ > - hed . . . % )
hitched to,oxeﬁ. Tie trip was very tiresoms, taking . .

months to-make, and many hardships were suffered from -
- ' - 5 R 4 .~ \

cold, heat, jrain and the fear.each day of possible attacks
by the Indians.‘.ngever, the trip was made in safety @hd

my parents set%led in Lawrence county where many many more

t . A v

‘hardships ware suffered in making.a clearing in the wilder-

b 1
’

ness and in building a iog home o '

~ + I received most of my &chooling in Ii&inois in & 1it- -
. - N . ) N

', - , ' | 49

tle ‘country sehool of from threc to six months terms. The

’schoolhéusc—we;iguilt of logs, but tre-benchies were of iron.
; Az .y ,
£ . PP ) ‘ .
EI very seldg;‘got to attend school until after Christmas as
|
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I had to husk corn’and chop wood until then. .The three
"Rig" were thevprinqipnl sub jects ~taught. . -

)l

We left Illinois when I was twenty-one, to come to
Stoddard County, Missouri,whére we lived for §i;=months.
I came to Sumer County, Kansas 'to visit.a cousin and was -

there one month. .My cousin to%d7me about, the "new country"

A\ .
. -
- 5

to b; opened soon, Oklahoma. They talked of noihing,else.
. ’ - IRERT 'S '
Being young and wanting a home of &y own, and to strike

L 4

:ont for myself 1 decided to go to tne opening and try my '

.S

lnck, but hadﬂno team or wagon fqr conveyqnce. There lived .

-

within two mile's of my cousin, & family of fine ‘people wno.

‘were good neighbnré and wi th whom-I had hecome acqu&inted .

-

while on this visit to hansas, the Lillie familﬁ In tdlk- -

ging w;th them one day, I found that they were planning to

E_ * e

go to the opening of. Oklanoma - tnc flrbt opening in 1889. —~

¢

So I maﬂe arrangements to go with tnem promising to do
L f~

;chq:g; to,pay for my nassage on the trip and to share the .°
RN 1 . Y.

Vexpenses Tor food. .

—We—t&ft Kansas, withtwo ‘prairie schooners, with mules’

%sitcned'tbfea&hi”‘In‘the party were iir, Lillie, the father,
‘> > N R ) . . ‘ id * - " - . . °

f{ bert and Gordan, tﬁo sons, John Conanf, a brother-in-lsw
R 3 - . ’

.
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of Mr. Lillie, and I. We camped out at night and it took

three days 4o make the ﬁrip. There” was not)much of & road

ks

to travel by,-}ust trails ﬁhich in some places were hub; S~

N

deep., -

We had planned to eross %hc {bdkaskié'River but it
was up too“high to cross, so %e had .toLg‘o around 1t. e
erossed the bridge a£ Drury, thén swam Bluff Qféééﬂ ab&gf
eight or nine miles‘from a;ldw;li;:theq égm% dqwn\ph;aél& ;'
'Héﬁexwell Trail to the old-Chié?olm'TTeil, about yhefe ‘

faukomis 1is {bday, theg,went west to Turkey Creek - went
\ . - ] .
Anto Oklahoma through the west gate on the north line. -

‘We Qent down Turkey Cre§k eight miles, #&hen we got to tQé
'Salt Fork of the arkansus RiveT we saw two or three théusahhl

1

- - D

It was about Sundowr and we de-

Ty

>

ipeople waiting to cros3.

Rt

3@?0@ whepher &o 9:9%5 o? Fo ﬁai? £111 morning, leayigg the '
final decision up to Mre Cénant who knew ;;é_crpssing weli .{4%
}g ﬁg had been over it before.. He decided to crosy at »’i, - -e
;nce, so we put the four mules to onéfwagén, étgﬂgz them )

;ut so one team would be s;g;ming:péft dT fhe fime, aﬁd %he.' ) .

2 ) . ' - o
other on the sand-ber part of "the time. MNr. Qonant was our
W N - ’_‘/f:;-/ *

fleader in this, so the rest of us felt safe over-his decision. .
N . —— * s
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After the mules were hitched to the wagon we plunged rﬁ,‘

- ﬁr.'Conant Gordon and I, but we had not gone very fa x h ;%
§111 we began to think maybe the decision was n°t Wiser e ’}r"%
we P ﬁ( ﬁ%){’

as most of the time/Could see only the heads and ears Gf | 3
e ) ; ’ ‘\

v

the mules and we thought sgpeiy'they would drown and the -

 wagon ;ould turn\ovéf, as water raﬁ up to the tops.of 'i o

the sideboards.{ Hﬁa it not been for the encouraginé
‘words of ou;'léader, I am afraid that Gordon and I would )
: have piunged into the Arkansas River Whére'wb surély would

hgve drowned in tuet swift water. “Afier we reached the X

other bank. a great cheer went up from that throng and then L
. ) - - - LA

g e e e e

N

others made the crossing, but i Gerj'fcw.as it was soon

g

dark and we did not get our obner W&Qpn asross until next -
day, but we camped all night. ~ e
TN W
. The next day we went to a place elght milas from -the
3 : |

rline, folkowed down murkey Creek und settlcd on a clain. !

1 went out scouting~ weht down the creek until about four

E . o . LN

3}g@thq evening, went bacg up to camp and hunted up the
: . R .«

fiil&ies. They had found & section of land that looked good

;ie,thém ghere Hennessey stands today.

o« Ve staked Section 4, Township 18, Renge 7. ir. Lillie

E
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took,N» Es 4 & Conant S. E. 4, Albert Lillte s, W. %;

~
( /' v’

and 1 took No w ""’1 found- out” that Mre Ee Go Barnard
.\\\‘,

brother of the great sculptor, Georée Barnhi*d Hed_ ataked

~
t

: ; , e -
toe saniq quérter thet I had, which, hg’. reli

. v‘.

in full. Gordon left on foot next mdrning if T Eazstern

Oklaboma. ‘I went to hingfisheﬁE Iuayj'l lBB"@and fixé. pn

j : \(;
%zty 6th° ‘This land I filed oxszas tive rn’ﬁes from 4

: { ) ; e - A

ﬁem%cssey, which was& grur trading post. On July 3 1825;;,‘

- —— A

"a wagon train con the hxsholm Jh’all was attacked. Isatrick

l

4<

Hennessey, the JgJrain master, was tied to & tree and burned
Lo~

and his three teamsters killeds _ This tragedy occurred’a*i ¥ B

few miles north of the Cimurron oI ossing, Hennessey was

ot -
< N -

buried near tne spot wiere n2 met his tragic death. When

Oklahoma was opened, a town wus built neurby .and uppropriate-__
| ,

1y named Hennessey. It is situated in the northern part of \
Kingfisher Sounty. ‘ a 7 ‘ ‘ oL
1 "batched" on my ferm for two yeurs, then ] was S

‘;married to iiiss Dora”3. Snider, November 26, 1891, at

Hennessey, she was llving on a farm southwest of town. I

L e s

took *ny bride to the log home which I had built dnd we

\ -

lived there thirteen ,Years, The logs in this housc were

o il cr P -

3 S g
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pn end instead of being built the usual way and it was

called & "picket™.log house.
e farmed, raising mostly wheat aend corn and the

second yéar I put out sod corn and raised a fairly good

-~

&rop. 1 broke forty acres the first year and in -the

Fall of '90 sowed twenty acres of wheat. 4de lived a half |

- - b ‘ N

mile from Trksy Oreek and we could catcp a good mess of

fish any time. This stream was.full of fish; goggle-~aye
{ . .

-

and san-fish, some catfish and red-horse. I cduld'§eo
‘grcat herds of deer ulmost every day, but they were verfr

éwild ani did not do much damage to crops. Prairie chickens °*
) l un y

' would come in the yard aind sat our chickens., Most of the-

time we had epough to eat; but sometimes we would.have

.
N ' \
:

Vflap-jacks made from ground kaffir corn. There were lots

-~

dof burfalo bones scattered cver the country‘ |-

. Y

There was & litthe Indian scare in '90 and the white
-}:ople S0t rcady for troub1e~but nothing c&me_of it. In
fihe sumier of '90 the Rock Tsland Railrosd built dowh

Bhrough Hennessey which put the town on the boom.

In the Fall of 1895 I served on the fiFf§t Grand Jary
C .
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ever held in Hennessey. Probably three pr'fou?/glles south

of town ran the o0ld Chisholm Trail which crossed the Cimarron

«

’

River eight miles south.

“Se lived in Hennessey one year where I ran & hardwure
k&

store.” The town wus plenty tough in those days. The cow

z§unchers would ride into’ the post office and ask for their

4o~

meil. '1f the post master was & trifle slow in looking for

. 1t, he would be asked to hurry mith a\volley of shots. lany
itimas,l L.ave seen cowboys shoot up the towm.

On September 20, 1903, we moved to a farm in Comsnche

K
3

o

County,' Section £9,T Ny R 13! southeast of Cache. We

. . ! ‘ . 3
%livga on this farm .seventeen years and\had the usugl farmers

[}

p Luck. "Some years we hal plentiful crops, but other years

1y

gwere lean, - The’sgiiagxciting day on thisﬁgldbe was the day

Erhen we saw a black bear going across the pasture and tried
E ) o ; .

jﬁo sic « dog on it but the dog was so scared he ran in to
«fhe'houae snd stayed under. the bed the rest of the day.

glere my family of children was raised.'” They are ull married
Bnd now we have grand-children.

. . P \ .

«In 1920 we left our farm and moved to Cache, where we

@xpect .o spend our last days.



