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Interview with Geo. Lloyd
PpBton8 Cherokee, 1127 So*
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My early l i fe was very interesting to me, in fact

although 80 years of ege now, I s t i l l see something of

interest every day, and l ife to me has never 2>een a
•V

burden". ' • *

I mentioned school* I never got further then about

the fourth grade. Could have gone further, if I had

been Killing to apply, myself, but the confinement of

the school room, -and the task of studying just didn't

go with my nature much. The books we used were the

"Blue back Speller,". McQuffy*e Reader, the dictionary,

and an arithmetic, I don't remember the sithor of the

arithmetic. Our teachers were kind but firm*

My grea-t concern' *es hanttag. and fishing. There . -

was game In abundance and the I l l inois and other streams

and creeks *ere fal?. of fish, so X spent a good pojrtiba

of ay time in the i?oods end along the CT©dks«' ' .

Ky people didn*t farm any to speak of nor a^d any-

one else for that matter*, #ost every faintly had- a Toa

fuller patch* that was the name. applio'd to & truck

patch, the most of which consisted of corxu We «ere

fortunate in,having a government gris t mill near us#
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so w£ di&tt't. h8vo to use the npeatleH and "mortar" to

grind our corn.

Speaking of MToai Fuller" i t was a food-aiir-ilsr-

to our present day hominy gri te , and when cooked like

the Indians cookeJ I t , i t was a "fi l ler" and was

really good. In fact, i t was almost a meal within

itself ts i t was highly seasoned and was a rich food.

The governaient issued money regularly, so "the Indians

thought i t was useless to work for a thing vten i t was

furnished free.

• Religion

My grandfather and his son, my uncle Conners, were

both preachers, Th%7 «ere what V&B and still .is knotm

as th© "Sard shell" Bap.tiste, and too, my grencfether
r

was chief of the Caerokees when they eexae

',;• In the social life* I suppose our tribe

ilar to others ta lots of cu^toma, however, in marriage

i t was different* In our coiajsinity end in my early

Says, the mother,or squaw, had absolutely nothing to

say about the marriage of her deught©r, as that wos
v •

left to the Chief* ' So when e young nan and a Siaideir" .

wented to marry, t h ^ went tcrgether. to the Chief end
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*Bd gave him the detail© relative to name, parents, age,

etc., and If everything was al l right according to the

Chief's idea, he sede them man and wife; but if he ob-

jected to the marriage, there was no appeal. So the

couple would go away and forget about i t , apparently.

At least they iculd not merry only upon the consent of

the chief.

I had some harrowing experiences during the las t

year or two of the Civil War period. "Bushwhackers"

were in this country, as well as in other states,

robbing, killing, and burning. Quite a bunch Came into

our neighborhood and finding out thet my father was a

miller, kidnapped him and took him to e water mill not

far away frQm.ua and kept him captive for ^uite avhile

and made him do the grinding for the bunoh.

Fnile my father was away, this -bunch came near us

to the home of an old Indian named fainter who was

reputed to have large sums of money hid or buried near

hi8 piece, They captured the old men and began to

question him regarding his- money and he refused to

divulge the hiding place. In fact he told them he didn't

hcv« any money. They finally dacideo to string him up.

oo they hUng him up, so his feet were a l i t t l e above tho
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floor and began to burn the bottom of hi a feet* He, of

course, began to .yell oat so *e beard hid. X was only

about 1 year* of age, Wt had a brother older and a

* sister about grown. They, knowing the old man to be in

- &iitr«ess @>t the old shot gua6 isusket, iaieh -was loaded

. with slugs, acid started out to his cabin* This was a

wooded section of sorub oaks, vfcich though i t was winter-
*

time, had a Xot of leaves on them, enough to eonceal siy

sistar and brother. •XTieyappyoachsd close enough to see

th«a through the open door and to st-e ^ i e t they were doing.

They waited u n t i l they got the intruders bunched and then

jay sietei ; shot those slugs into the bunch, bringing down

throe and the others fled* So the old men VJBS rescued

and by a shot f i red by a vomeiu

This E&II spoken of was on Fourteen ndla oreek about

two and one-half a i l e e north of Tahlequah* The gpYerament

bed a d i s t i l l e r y jus t over the l i n e in Arkansas on the

headwaters of Spevinaw Creek. f

I have ridden over to th ie " s t i l l " laasy times on a

"blut Jack" (donkey) which was my saddle horse of Vhet

; day# I wey young and would do th i s service for other*,

r I TOUld put a rock in one end of the sack and a jug in

k tht other to balance i t» That wae cuat^aary, and people
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difo't teem to think they could have used two jugs,

one In each end of the iaok.

Like I said, oat side of the Civil War period and the

"buahihackers," the country vas peaceful end everybody

veil cared for and happy or should have been. I was

and an s t i l l glad 1*131 living.


