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Interview with Gso. Lloyd
Poston, Cherokee, 1127 So.
Yorktown, Tulsa. ’

° Ny early 1ife was very interesting %o me, in fact
‘although 80 y_earé c;f sge now, I still see something of
interest 'evex;y dei, and life .to e h.as never bcen & .
" burder. | B
I mentioned sehool, I never gdt furthar then about
the faurth grade, Could, have gone further, 4f I had‘
béen ©dlling to &pply. myself, but the confi?amen;‘s of
the school room, -and the %ask of astudying just _dién;,t
go yith my neture mich, The "Sooks we uséd were the
"Blue }aa’ci: Spe}.lex’:,", ¥eQulfy's Reader, the diction‘ary.'
end an arithmetic, I don't réﬁémb;r the aithor of the J
erithuetis, Our ;seachérs'»were kind but firm,
My gre&’c eoncgrn mes hunhag and fishing. Thers : P |
__was game ‘n abandance sud the Illinpis and other streams o
and creeks were 2‘:111 of fi 8h, &0 I sp..nt good pcrtion
or my tiime in the woods and alang the creeks. ‘
| My people didn"e farm mxy to speak of nor d};ﬁ any-

. one elee for that matter,‘ ¥Yost every fanﬁly had a 'I’am

' Fller pateh, that was ihe neme . applied to & tmck
patch, ‘&ha mosz of which can:xlsted of corn._ We were

rortunsto 1n having a government grist mill noe.r us,
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g0 we didn't heve to use the "pestle"™ and "mortar" te
grind our eorn. '
spéaking of "Toan Puller"” i¢ was a food.sinmilan
to ox;r present day hominy grits, and when cooked like
the Indiens cooke 1t,l it was a "fillez:" end vas

o

reslly good, In fact, it was almost & meal within
1tseli“ as it was highly seasoned and wae: g rish food.‘
The government issued money regularly, 80 the Indiens
thought it was useless to work for a thing vhen it wes
furnighed free. ;
heligion

My gran(ffathar and his son, my uncle Conners, were
both preaschers, ThEY 'w‘;'ere 'what was end =t111 .is known
8g the "Hard sgeli" B;ap.tiats, and too,‘,my grencfather
~ wag clgiet of the Cherdcees vhen they ceme weste

" Marrieges - |

I_h thé socisl 11?9; I suppose our tribe wasv;imf'
" ilar to others .é';z; 1§t§ of customs, however, in marri aée
1t was diffaren%}} In our .tlzom.ix‘xi ty and in my early
Geys, the mﬁhe‘r,.c:r squaw, had gbaolt;j&ely n’gthilng to |
sey sbout the marriage of :he_r deughter, ":as that we;s
left to the Chig"t;"" So- when & young .;;za_n éﬁd 8 Baiden’
wented to marry, they went togethsr to the Ghief and
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and gave him the detélls relative Yo name, parents, age,
otc.; end if everything was all right according vo the
Chief's idea, he mde them men and wife; but 1f he %b-
jected to the marriege, there was no appeal. So the
couple woﬁld g0 away end forget ebout it, apparéntly.

At ieast they éld not msrry only upon the c‘or_nsent of
the chief. \ _

I kad some harrowing experiences éuring the lest
yéar or two of the Civil Wwer period. "Bushwhackers"
were in this éountry, as well as in other sintes,
robbing, killing, and burning. Quite a bunch came into
our neighborhood and }mding out thet my fether was a
miller, kidnapped him an‘d Yook him to & water mill no%
fer away from us end kept him captive for guite awhile
and made him do the grinding for the bunch.

¥nile ny father was ava;';, this ‘bﬁnch' came near us
to the home of an old 'Indian named Painter who was
reputed to have large sums of money hid or huried near
his place. They paptured the o0ld men and began %o
question hin; regerding his monasy and he refused to
dvulge the hiding place. In fact he told them he didn'$
'ha‘n\ any money, They finally decidec to string him up.

50 they hang him up, so his feet were a little above the
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floor and began to burn the bottom of his feet, He, of ,
course, begad to yell out so we beard him. I was.only “
sbout 7 pears of age, %ut had a brother older and.a
sister about grown. They, knowing the old men to be in

dletress, gt the old shot gun, musket, which was loasded

. with slugs, and sterted out to his cebin. This was a
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wooded section of serub oaks, which though it was winte‘z‘—
time, hed a lot of leaves on them, enough %o eonceal my
sistsr and b;_cot);er. ‘l'heyapproa'ched close enough to see
then through the open door end to sve wuat they were doing.
They walited uantil they g0t the intruders bunched and then
my sistey shot those slugs into the buach, bringing down
three and the others Yled. So the o0ld men wes rescued
end by 8 shot fired by & women,

‘ This mil)l spoken of was on Fourteén mils greek a’iaout
t%o ond one~hslf miles north of Tahleqush, The government

hed a distillery just over the line in Arkansas on the

‘headwaters of Spavinaw Creek. !

I kave ridden over to this "still" many times on a
"blus Jeck” (donkey) which was my saddle horse of thet

)
days I wey young and wouid do this servies for others,

-

"3 wuld put a rock in one end of the seck end & jug in

. the other to baleuce it, Thet was cust mery, and people
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~ didn't seem to think they could have used two jugs,
one in each end of the dack. ]
Like I seid, outside of the Givil War period and the
“buahwhackez;s," the country wes peeceful snd everybody
well cared for and happy or should—have been. I was |

" and an still gled I'm 1iving, .
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