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• Mr. Sherry's father'was i n ' the*-Civil i/ar.

When he was a boy, he ran away to Join the army,

but he was b rou^ t back home. The-very ui" t ho

was brought-back, he slipped,out of the house, sw..i

the r iver and got av/ay«, He joined the Northern r.ide.

His father was very b i t t e r against the Northern s ide .

The nnly reason they l e t him in was because he v;<*s a

ui-tourrjsr boy. Shea the bs t t l e ««# ^r>in^ nn he saw

a conmde f a l l , so he threv; -.way his dnan and picked

up the gun that f e l l from the'comrade^ hands and

star ted shooting. Fror;4 then on he fou ht as a

sold ier .

In. l a t e r yeavj, I.*-;1. Shierrey'd father married

?ilalinda 3nyder* Five childv.n were born to th i s union,

George Gilford being one of the fiVv- children, -it the

age of five years, his father died and «the mother was
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—unable to care for a l l five children. She put Mr. '

Shierrey in the Veteran's Orphanage, erected by the

state of "Iowa for the purpose of caring for tho Civil

liar Veteran children. At .the age of eleven he ran

away from tfais home and went to"his grandfather. He

stayed with his grandfather for five years and helped
i

him, farm at Fayettfcflowa. Then, he went to Freeport,

Illinois, where his mother was living* He worked on

a farm in Illinois until he was twenty-eight years

. old; then went back to Iowa, ̂ iere, he bought eighty

dc-rss of Isnd. He got started with cattle, hogs and
A

chickens, but was not£satisfied so he sold out and

, went to Beatrice, Nebraska.. When he sold he took

cattle, horses and money for" pay, bought eighty acres

in Nebraska, and with the cattle, horsos, hogs and

chickens he had, he had a pretty good' start for a
4 —-

young fellow. •>-"

One day while "Mr. Shierrey was attending church,

h,e^Caught a young lady laughing ana nodding her head to*-

ward him, whispering to another girl. He thought perhaps
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that s6mething was wrong with his clothes, so he looked

himself over very carefully. Th^^f olio wing Sunday, he
v

decided to attend Sunday scliool and church, to see i f

he could see th i s young lady agatEL' This was kept up

for a month, un t i l on the 5th Sunday one of the boys he

ran around with introduced them. That was the 31st of

Jfcnu&ry, 1888. Tiey seemed to l ike each othei* very

much, so he continued going to Sunday school and church.

This continued u n t i l he s tar ted going steady with her*

On March 9, 1890/- they were married. ,

In 1892, they moved to Caldwell, where he moved

on a farm, only one mile from Caidwell. He also e s t ab l i sh -

«d a feed store in Caidwell besides farming.

Mr* Shierrey decided to make the Bun when the open-
~~ . *~- -

ing of the Cherokee S t r i p was announced. **e mads up h i s

mind to make the run and when the time cams to r e g i s t e r ,

h e ^ g T s t e r e d a t Caidwell . He stood in l i n e one day and

n i g h t . -After r e g i s t e r i n g , he went home and fixed a box

on the hind wheels of a wagon.

When the people "s tar ted coming i n to r e g i s t e r , a l l

types of people were coming in and from a l l over , some were
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tenderfeet, some rough speaking people, some God fear-

ing people. It was a Bight. On September 16,1893. a£

twelve .noon, the "guns were fired. A mad rush i t was,

one trying to beat the other. It was a free for al l

struggle. Mr.^itoierrey knew just where he wanted to
t

locate as he had driven down in here a year before

the opening and looked the country ovex*- Tf^vas just
- ~ * •

one hour from the time he started until he reached the
K.

f

place he had picked out, but upon arrival he'found that

another nan had staked the claim. Later, ha. learned this

'man had. got, through" the lines sometime during the ni^ht

and,had come ahead to stake his claim. Jv!r. Shierrey

continued southward, but was unfortunate in securing

a claim. He and tinree cousins met- at F.gjM ;reek and

started back to, Caldwell, very low in sp i r i t .
!Jr. Shierrey, after returning^) Caldwell, s tar t -

—ft
J*

ed his feed store up agnin, and tended to his farming in

qpnne^itioa therewith.
/
J ^ About six months l a te r , Mr. Shierrey drove down,

thinking perhaps he coul<| find someone whose rights he
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could buy. He had been in Medford only four hours

unti l he xaot the iuun that homesteaded the place he

was aiming to homestead. He got to talking to him

and the f i rs t thing this fellow oaid was, "Shierrey,

do V°u wcCnt to buy a place?11 VT, Chierrey told hie,

"yes," This man's name was Wash Haynea. Jte told Mr.

Shierrey that hê  saw-ilm cLri-78 into tovm. r*r. • Shierrey

asked who wanted to se_l,"~and he s-aid, nI)&o, :omo on

out and look i t over." Mr. .shierrey went out to look

tha place over, and afked what ho wanted, rr." Ilaynes,

said, "That span of mules and r125.00 in cash so I can

take my family and clear out.w ;.lr. :;hierroy studied

about i t as he had been offered "300.00 for the team,

but finally (he said he would. He told Haynes that by

the time he was ready to move on the place, he wanted

him to move off. .'Hie following week, "*• Thierrey and

some of his neighbors came down to build a sod house.

After they got down here they went ahead and used
brought

what lumber he had/ to build a shed for the hors'ea, as an

addition to the house instead. They made i t part dugout
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and house combined, up against.a big bank. The house

had three windows and a "boughten" door, and frame*

After.the house was completed, wr. Shierrey and neigh-

bbrs went back to Oaldwell. He then sold what he

thought he wotild not use, including the. feed*.store.

Mr/shierrey brought with him the household furniture-,

one cow. six chickens, one team of horses, one drill

and one cultivator. Upon arrival at the homestead,

tar, shierrey found Mr, Haynes an<| family bick on the

farm. Mr, Shierrey asked what he was doing back on

the place, and Mr. Eaynes said he was wanted the farm

back. He said that he would give his mules back_ to <"

him, but he had spent the money for food and clothes.

Mr. Shierrey told him he was not going to give back

the farm after he had sold it to him. Haynes said

he would have to fight i-t out with him then. Mr.

Shierrey just really did not know what to do, since

he had sold all his things back in Kansas, so he

figured perhaps he could talk to him and try to help

him find another place* He"started to talk to Mr*
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Haynes, so finally Mr. Haynee said he would move out

and let him have possession. Mr. Shierrey. let him

pitch his tent on his 'place and helped him all he

could. Ihe following weeks they went quite a number^

of places, finally they found a place for Mr. Haynes. ^

i!r. Haynes had to sell his mules in order to buy the

rights, ' ' % . ,

After this Mr. Shierrey went back to his home,

^e started in breaking som^ sod. Haynes had already

broken out forty acres, s6 all together there was sixtj

acres broken out. trhat spring, he planted corn and kaffir,

but the cor»; burdt up and so did the fcaffir.

In the year of 1896, he planted corn, wheat and

milo maize, but the corn, kaffir and maize did not make.

By this time feed was getting scarce and Mr. Shierrey

had to haul feed from Kansas for his stock. Bie grass

in the pasture was dried, so he ran his stock in on Mr.

Anderson and Cumaings, as their pasture seemed to thrive

when the others were burned up.

The year of 1897 was rather wet and it brought

forth an abundance of wheat that year'. %he people seemed
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to have enough to'"buy their needs.

Mr• Shierrey had an abundance of wood atid did

not have ttf haul fuel from other places. In the year

of 1897, Mr, Shierrey bu i l t another house, 29 x. 18,

.'"' which stands today. The lumber was bought on time

and i t took him quite a few years to pay the debt

off-. ' . ' . •

Their^ trading center was Medford. Many a time

they would bring a crate of eggs and some butter to

town to trade for a sacic of flour, , when they had no

money to buy with.
r .

, As the years have gone by, he has accumulated

720 acres of land, he has prospered greatly and there

' is no debx on any of the lcmd. He still has the break-

ing plow he first broke sod with.


