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Mr. Sherry's .fathe'i"‘ was in’ the-Civil uar.
Vhen he Wagaa hoy, he ran away Logjoin the army,
but he was'brought back homé. Fhe~VQr§ ni- ot ?c
was brouzht back, ie slipped;out(of “he house, sw..
éﬁelriver and got away. He jJoined the Northern side.
Bié father was very bitter againat the Northern side.
The nnly reason they let him in was bsec2use he was o
SF@EsT boy.‘ ihon the hottle wn; soin> on he saw
a coqude fall; s¢ he threw .way his drum and »Hicked
up the gun that fell from the’comrage’s hands =nd
started shbottmg. _From then on he fou ht as a * e
suidiers.

" In lster yeari, M Shiéfrey’g father ma.ried
Malinda Snyder. Five child. n were born to this union,
George ¥ilford being one of the five. childrem. 5*t the

. age of five years,'his father died and .the mother was
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‘“‘”i_upable to care for all five ehildren. She put Mr.
Shiemj in“t'h;a Veteran's Orphanage, erected by the
. state of ‘Lowa for the purpose of caring for the Civil
Viar V'éte;'an chifdrep. At the age of elavea he ran
away from tiis home and went to'his grandfather. He
stayed with his grandfather for five yea;'s and helped
hixP_k f_&rﬁ: at Fayettg’lowa. T:hén, he went to i‘reeport, '
Illinois, where his mother was livings He worked on
a farm 1x} Illinois until 'he was twenty-eight years
old; then went back to Iowa, Wiers, hé bought eigﬁty
acres of land. He got started ‘with cattle, hogs and
chickens, but was nok satisfied so he.sald out ang
, went %to Beatrice, Nebraska. When he scld he took
c,attle , horses and money for pay, bought eighty ‘acres’ >
in Nebraska, and with the cattle, horsss, hogs ‘and
chickehs he had, he had a pretty good start for a
young fellew, e ) |
One déy' while Hr. Shierrey was attending church,
‘,;;swa'é'ix’ght a young lady laughing ana nodding her head to-

ward .him, whispering to another girl. He thought perhaps
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that something was wrong with his clothes, so he looked
himself over very carefdlly. th following Sunday, he

decided to attend Sunday school and church, to see if

@

he could see this young lady agaiﬁ. This was kept up .
for a.month, until on the_?th Sunday one of the boys hé ‘
ran around with introduced them. That was the 3lst of
Jenusry, 1888, ‘Piey seemed to like each other very
much, 80 he continued going to gzhday school and church.
_This continued until he started going Steady with her. -
< On March 9, L@QO;fﬁhey.ware~ma£;iéq. ( _ i ;,'1'
In 1892, the& moved to CaI&wellﬁ“§EEra he moved
on a farm, only oae mile f?om C;iaﬁell. He also sstablish- ~~
"ed a feod store in Caldwell besides f&rming.’
Mre shier:ey‘gecidéé to make the Run when the open- '_‘

P * . L

ing of the Cherokee Strip was announced. 4Ye made up his
mind to make the run and When the time came to regleter,
he-végistered at C;ldwell. He stood in line onme day and
night. - After registering, he went home and fixed a box

on the hind wheels of a wagon.

when the people started coming in to register, all

types of people were coming in and from all over, some were
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tenderfeet, some»rougg spesking people, soms God fear-
: . ,
ing people. 1t was a sight. On September 1€,1883, at

&

twelve noon, the guns were fired. A mad~rgsh it was,
hone trying to.beat the other. It was a free for all
sfiuggle. Mr. rhierrey knew just where he wanted to -
locate as he had driven down in here a year before

the opening and looked the coun»tr,r oOvOrs- Tf“aivau just

- td

otie hour from the time he started until he reached the
place he had picked out, but upon arrival he’found that
another nan had staked the ¢laim. Later, hgii?arned this
man had got, through” the limes sometims during the nisht
and had come ahead to stake his claim. Mr. Shierrey
continued sSouthWard, ygifwaé ﬁnfortunate in securing
a claim. He and threc Gousins met. at Pghd “reek and
grstarted back %o Caldwell, very low in spirit.
- Mr. Shierrey, after returning-%o Caldwell, start— i

..f.,

"ed his reed store up agqin, and tended to his farming in

-

ggnnection_therewith.

-g X About six months later, Mr. Shierrey drove dowm,

thinking perhaps he could find someone whose rights he
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could buy. He had been in tedford only four hours

until he me%t the man that homeste.ded the place hs -

was aiming to homestead. He got to talking “to him

P

and iha firgﬁ_}f}ng this fellow sald was, "Shierrey,

do &ou want to buy §Nplace?" l'r. Shierrey't9ld Lifrz,
‘"yes." This man's name ;as Wash Haynes. ,Hé téld ér.
‘hierrey that hq saw-him drive into toﬁg;\ :r. -Shierrey )
acked who wanted to se .1, and he s2id, qﬁo ‘ome on

out and look it over.” ¥r. shierrey went out to look

the place over, and agked what ho wanfed. frd Ilaynes,
said, "That span of mules and ~125.00 in cash so I can
faka my family and elear out.™ ir. Chierrey studied
about it as h; had been offered 300,00 for tho tean,

—

but finqlly(he said he would. He told Haynes that by
the time he was ready t6 move on the place, he wanted
him to move off. .The following week, “r. Thierrey and
+ some of his neighbors came down to builad nysod house.
After they got down here they went ahead and used
brought -
what lumber he head/ to bu;;u a shed for the horéas, as an

addition to the house instead. They made it part dugout
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_ and house- cambined, up against.a big bank. ‘The house

had three windows and a “"boughten~ door and frame.
’

After. the house‘was completed, »r. Shierrey and neigh-\

bors went back to Caldwell. He then sold what he

e T s

9 e

thought he would not use, including %ha(feedbéto;;.
wr.” Shisrrey brought with him the household furniture,
9n5ﬁpow, six chickens, omne éegm of £§fseb, one drill
~ and one cultivator. ﬁpon arrival at the homest.:ad,
T syierfey:gund Kr. Haynes and family bick on the
'fafm. Mr. Shierrey asked what he was hoing back on
the place, and Mr. Hayﬁes said he was wanted the farm
* back. He sald that he would give his miles back to ¢
him, but he had'apent the monsy for food and ciothes.
Mr.'Shierroy told him he was not going to give bapk‘
the farm after he had sold it to him. Haymnes saidus_
he would have to fight it out with him then. Mr. ‘
Shierrey just raall§:q1d not know what to do, since
: . ’
he had sold all his things back in Kansas, sgthe
figured perhaps he could talk to him and try'téupelp

hin find another place. He'started to-talk to Mr.
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Eaynes, so finally Mr. Haynes said he would move out

and let him have possession. Mr. Shierrey.let him
. f““\ f\

pitch his tent on his ‘place and helped him all he

Cal

could. The followiné weeks they went quite a number-
of placés, finally they found a place for Mr. Haynes. A

Mr. Haynes had to sell his mules in order to buy the
rights, e

¥

After this Mr. Shierrey went back to his home.
He started in breaking some sod. Huaynes had already
broken out forty ecres, s8 all together there was sixty

¥ .

* acres broken oub. ‘that spring he rlanted corn and kaffir,

-

-

but the sorn burat up and so did the Eaffir.
In the year of i_‘;%: he planted iorn, whe;t and
milo maize, but the corn, kaffir and maize did not nske.
By this time feed was getting scarce‘ and &r. Shierrey
h;agi to haxﬁ tead from Kensas for his stock. The grass
in the pasture y{aa dried, so he ran his stock‘in on Mr.
inderson and Cumings, as their pasture seemed to thrive
when the ‘others were burned up. -7 .

The year of 1897 was rather wet and it brought

forth an abundance of wheat that year"; Y“he pecple seemed
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to have enough to buy their needs.

5 o Shierrey had an abundance of wood ahd did
not have ta'haul fuel from.other places. In the ycar
of 1897 Mr. Shierrey built ancther house, 29 » 18,

- whioh‘atandg today. ‘rhe lumber was bought on time
and it took him quite a few years %o pay the debt
off / . ’ ‘
>
”lTheir/trading center was Medfbrd; Many a time
they would bring a crate of eggs and some butter to
‘town to trade for a satk of flour,, when they had no
money to buy with. ﬂ -
. .As the years have gone by, he naé‘hgeumulated
720 acres of land. He has prosgerad greatly and there

‘ 18 no debt on any of the land. #He still has the break-

ing pilow he first broke sod with.
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