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Anna R, Barry
Interviewer
Auvgust 17, 1937

-

Interview with

Thomas N. Shepherd

117 South Grand Avenue
El Reno, Oklahoma. '

and was taken at the age of two years by my parents to ‘
f ¢
. 4
Morris County, Keansas where they lussted on a farm. A

%

Reared on a farm, I had very little schcoling. as oufg

»

closest school at that time was over four miles. It
usually lasted three monthg’guring the Fall and Winter,
In the periods of vacation, I worked in the fields,be-
coming familiar with the best ﬁ;thods of plowing, planp}pgfw
and harvesting. !b | ) ] ' ¢

| My older brofher, Lima Shephérd, had left Keusas fér
the opening of Oklahoma for settlement in 1889, and ;tak;d
a claxm one mila north and two miles 'east f'Piedmont, in
_ Canedian County. From this time, until the pring of.lsgl
my brother kat wrifing fdr‘mS to coms’ t5 Oklshoma.

On March 16 1891,1 left Winfield, Kencas, in a cov-

ored wagon with my uncle's family nepmed Adams. They were

coming to El Reno with the hope of filing on land. They
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were anxious to get where ii was more seasﬂnaﬁi& and orops
Ty
could be raised. We traveled the first day until we came

LY

.

to a creek with plenty of wopd and water. e madg camp

and settled down for the night. Frég';very direction came

A
o
.

the howl of the wolf and coyote!

¥

. Sohatime in the night,:my uncle sho%? me severely and
Ke
told me to get up, to go to a houss not far away, and see

: , A
where we might find & doc%%r, &f nis Wife expegtdd a visit
. ! P - )
from the stork thet nights 1 got up,”Fumped on e saddle -

il o

. 5
jhorse, rode up %o .this house, woke the people up and asked

- —~
-

o te -
them where we might find a doctor. They told me a country

doctor by the name of Kihgsxey lived ahout four miles from

P
-~ %”.‘ .

s q'i", f A
e “» ) * Py

there.

. Doctor Kingsley was fat agd»qpoqt sixty. e claimed é
‘to be the best doctor in'th part of the country. (e |
came }iding to our camp in an old‘Suggy.About two g'clocﬁw
in the mormning, he hopped’from the wagon, grinning. :

"A-£ine boy," he said neartily, "a fine boy. DBefors.

yoﬁ Tolks know it he'll be helping you dc thne chores when’ -
you get on your hew claim and asking for money to take tie
g}rls to the picture show." Then h; glénced,ét his thick

silver watch,"Got to be going, another call to make yét

- )
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tonigh?. Bct?or camp h?re for 9 couple of wgeks and I'1ll
drop a;ound 1ﬁ a day qf so to gée how the family is get-
ting along." s \%: J

%
"Thanks Docy Unclé Ed suddenly looked worried agein,

"Doc¢, you kﬁow tﬁiggs haveg't teen so good.with me this
year. ,i”ﬁ’; 1ittle short of cash-when I get on a claim
a;é make a crop.” |

"Forget it," the doctor said, slapping my uncle on
the back. "¥hen you make a crop i8 soon enough for me.”

Uncie Ed looked relieved, "dedf‘Doctor you don't
know me."”

"Must be hurrying bn," Doctor Kingsley igterrnptq{,
"Take good care of'theefamily." He pulled hié cap down
over his ears and bent his head to the cold wind, stepped
into his bugéy, and disappeared uvo tha rcad. ‘e camped -
here nearby three weeks. This doctor and my unele becams
good friends. | |

Ve camé on to El Reno. After I-had rested a dey
or two, I started ﬁalking nogtheast one mo;niné aﬁout ten
otclock bound for the 1ittle town of Piadmont.: As I went
to pass a little ravine in Ehe late afterno;n & voice

rang out, "Welcome to Oklahoma,™ A large mai stocd in

’
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front of.he. In his hands was a six~-shooter. ds said,
"Just turn over your money a;d you ¢an be on your way."

At this i turned my pockets. Out fell/my money, a
five dollar bill. How I hated to sees that money go. In
an instant this feiiow jumped on his horse which wés
hidden in the bushes near~-by, and was lost in a cloud of

b
dust.

48 1 traveled on over the open.prairi; here and the%e
stood a little frame shacﬂ, with amoke circling from &
stove pipe on each little hut.

%hen I first came to Fiedmont, the plows had just
turned small patches of sod and the work of improvement

had scarcely begun. My brotaer lived in a walled up tent

until he built a8 little frame houir twelve by fourteen

— ‘

fest. It had two windows and one door; boxes and blocks
served as cyairs.

I coﬁtinued to live in Cenadian County for several
years, working at several different jobs, hruling lumber
for people, fencing land, bresking sod, aund h:riing :attl;.
Yages wére very cheap, from seventy-fiv; cents to one

doller per day for lebdbor.

’ oo
A short while aftcer the Kiowa ..Comanche Opening on

350
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August 6, 1901; I bought a claim whioh was located four
miles northeast of Lawton. 1 p;id $300.00 for‘this
claim. I was at Lawton during the-period of registra-
tion which wes held from July 10 to 26, 1901. It was
estimated that meerly elghty-s.tt thousupd people
registered for cl.ims at Lawton during this tvime. The
capacity of the young city was tested to-ifs'limits in
taking care of the huge crowds which c@ye when th? s
reéistration began. The atrests were transformed into
outdoor restau;ants; every residence wes turned into a
hétgl, and even porches were at a premium fof sleeping
PUrpOses. )

1_Improve%{my~claim with™a little frawe house
twalve by sixteeﬁ.feet. in 1295)1 sold m& claim, having
becone' dissatisried with thi;,country. I decided to move
back to Cangdian County, so 1 miéht be near my brother
who was stiil living neaf fiedmoﬁt.

on april 6, 1904, I married Flizabeth Bancock who
lived near the little town of Sugden. After seiling my

claim we moved to El Reno, which by this time had grown

. N v
to be & fair sized city. In 1608, I rought two lots in

s &
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El Reno, paying twenty dollars each for them, and built a

P

little taree room house.



