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by neme is William Shawnee. I live on land
allotted me by the Cherokee Nation at the foot of

the Jhif;

Oak Hills. My postoffice address is Vinita,

Re Fo DE 4.

-~
N

father's nume was Lewls -hawnee, He .as
a fullblood Delaware Indian. l.y-mother's name was
Franc sﬁRogers & Tullblood .hrwnee Indisn. Ky grand-

father, Sampson Rogers; cane to the 1lndisn Territory

with/ the Shawnee Tribe, from #yandotte County, Kunssas,
in phe year 1870 and located near Coodys Bluff, then
known as Cooweescoowee District, Cherokee Napion.
In 1883 my father left, Coody's Bluff and came to .
tHo “hite Oak Hills, Hé traded for the farm owned by
‘ Bresd, a Cherokee fullblood which he later allottede
6 land w s in the timberlsnd of tﬁg\;hite Osk Hills,
/and was thé kind of land most of the Shawnees settled on.

So. that they would be handy to
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iood, ﬁgter'and:gams.— Plenty'of fine prairié land cbuld
hé&e(been had g\short distance from whers the Indians
sét%iéd; but t%gy had never Livéd on the praitie snd
p;eférred the rouzh timberland to the gnod praifie land.
To be ri~ht truthful , the tribe h~d never been real dirt
farmers li¥e we have learned to be since Siatehood. A
£nall pateh of co;n~ with wﬂiqh to muke thgir bread was
ahout all the fﬁrmin@ they did in tuose d.ys.

‘ Witﬁ me,it ;§ dirt;rent. hen allotm;nt came I
picked my 1and 4t the foot of rough timberland , on the
prairie, 1nd now have some fine farm land, but the sece
ticn lines camelin such a way that part of my‘land was

on the hillside end I éot a hundred acres ia-stead of
eichty ‘écres for my allotment. My <father allotted a‘
mmdred and twenty acres of the rougher land, =nd my
mother got one hundrsd aores. Since their death I now
own two hundred acres of their allotment ag ! 8 huné;édl
of my owm. The(old home place is one of the oldest in
£his sectisn of the country and the old log house whiéﬁ\~l\
they erscted in 1870 is a hewed posteoék'lné house stil]

stends in our yavd and is used as a kitchen .nd.sn eate

.ing house.



- , ) 196
SHAWNEE, WILLIAM. INTERVIEW.. 79806

3
- SHAWNKE LIVE IN KANSAS

I am familiar with the life and customs amoig
the Shawnee tridbe in Kansas before they moved to the
Inﬁ}anlwbrritory. My grandparents and other oldﬁimors
have told me much about them, and although I was born
after we moved here, I have taken mich time and 1ntare;t
in learning of their life before they came here.

DRESS AND_&DOINMENT o

Back on the (ndian Heservation in Kamnsas our tribe
still clung to the Indian garb, or way of dressing. Many
of the men wore buckskin clothing and moceasins, as far
As they could be had, and their head~-gear was decorated
with feathers, empocia%ly when they were dressed for
some special occasion, like the annual Stomp bance.,

'The women wore dneéses which they had iearned
to make from thair whits neighdburs a good many years
back, but they were of cloth of brilliant colors. Both
men and women wore blankets for theixr winter wraps, and
they, too, were of loud and ﬂ;ight colors. Pents and

toepees were used for the annual Stomp Dance which lasted
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for‘tw; weéka each year. Evors&ge‘ on the Reser-
vation would attend this Ctomp Dance and most of
them came with their teepees and camped on the
ground for the two weeks. Not many of the fullbloods
spoke English back there in Kansas but moatlof them
can talk more oi less English ﬁow . al though they
speak the Shawnee langnege in talking to one anothar.

HAD OWN TRIBAL GOVERNMENT

Thé Shawnee tribe had their own tribal govern-
ments in Kaﬁsae, the same as the Cherokees had here.
Some of the chiefs who served tﬁe people ﬁack there,
and rgmovad‘fo the Indian Territory with tpéir tribes,
were Johhson Blackfeather, Cyrus c.'cornaféeriéhd' _ |
Henyy Rogers, the latter being the Ch;ef when the tribe’

broke up their goy.rgmsntwto coms here.

SENT DELEGATES TO TREAT WITH CHEROKEES

_ The Federal Government has sent a delogatign

w7 Ay . EG

to Kansa# to treat with the Shawnee tribe asking them
to remove to the Cherckes Nation as a friendly tribe

of Indians, and when this.treaty was completed Chief
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Henry Rogers appoin%ed Graham Rogers. and Chébleq '

Tuckar:to go to Waphington'to make & treaty*wif&(-

the Cherokees gbr the removal of the: Shawnee

by a Chorokee delegation composed of Vm. P. Aﬂair -

o~

and H. D, Rgece, gpd the treaty was.made, campleted

énd signed by ths two delegations on June 7th, 1869. "

SHAWNEES DID ROT WAIT

‘ When the Commiasioners frau Washington who

P

csme ‘%0 Kansaa to troat with the ohawneos had com=
pletod their ag:eement th&t tha uribe was to remove .
" to the cherokee Nation, many of the Shawnees did not

wait for the troaty to be mada;with,the Cherokeas ‘

har Tl
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at Vashingtdn, D. c., but a lerse delegation immediate

- ad

Ly aet out for the cherokeo Nation whare they selech-

~

e their placas of roaiuenco, and ¢ ume’ back and moved

their families down as soon aahpossihle. bome of theso

whom I remember gﬁd who potfled not fayr frdm'where I
o A b

Rogere, Johnson Blackfeather, Charles Tucker, and many

- . , ¥ »
F - . e AL, . ! N
R .

T

now 1ive, were Sampson Rogers, Samel Cornaszer, Henry
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anry Rogera ahd Charles Tucker were among

the ShaWnee orficials who helped nake the treaty

with the Cherokees. They settled on .Mustang Creek, ~

twalv. miles southeast of Vinita in the Delauare

Iﬁstrlct, and wers still looked npun ‘as leaders ’

L Lmong the Shaunoe triba when the fest of them

followed 1n 1870 and 1871.

BECAME CHEROKEE CITIZENE

"~ fhe treaty made with the Cherokeesby the

Shawnoe triba nade them rull fledged eitizens of

~

the'cherokee Ration.,%he same as the Cherokses,

and many of tha half;brced ghawneas held office

™

under thp Gherokae Tribal Government, the sams

N
servirg are: - :

]

"

.
5

Members of National €herokee Council;:

. Thomas Bluajacket, Reverend Mr. Charles Blue jacket,-

Cyrus G. Cornatzer, Benjamin C. Chouteau, Jahn

/
Bullette, Wn. MoCracken, John H. occond%?é Dempﬂey

~' *
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Fields Coker, Washington White, John M. Tucker,
Fred McDanisl, John H. Shufeldt, John N. Denbo.

Some of these, however, are Delawares,

- . SO# SHAWNEES®STAYED IN XANSAS
Some of the“Shauneey;ndians.did not come

to Indian Territory within the tims limit. The
treaty specified that all Shawnees should re- -
move themsslves within two years from the,date ‘ "
when' the treaty was signed. A1l who moved within |
that time were known as Loyal Chawnees, whiie those
~, ¥ho remained .onger than two year% Sefore coming

Jere known as Absentee Shawnees. [o become a full

fledged citizen of the Cherokee Nation you.had 1o

register your neme with the Cherokee officisls be=

fore the two year limit was up. This caused much

litigation in years to soms, aes some of the Abséntes-

Shawnees ;those who had come lgter and whose names
‘Were not on the Cherokee rolls, attempted to dryy
paﬁﬁentn; %@e same thing heppened with the Delawsre
‘tribe of-Indians, g

B

r

L
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‘However, some of the Absentee Shawnees who

stayed behind received much more money for their -

1

land back in Kansas than did the ones who sold

for whatever they could get. Some of the Chouteau

*

family, of the Shawnee tribe and the Ketchums, re- -

ceived aboud 875.0Q/%%%e for their land, and one

branch of ‘the Choteauﬂramily who lived in the

Kaw Valley joining Kansas City, received an enor-
mous price for their lend and came to the Cherokse

Nation immensecly rich., They were nsar relatives

of the famous Pierre and Augustus Chogteéu, snd were

mixed with th; Yrench by marrying into the Chawnee

: :;mily. -

AN OLD CIVIL WAR CASE

,The heirs of Cally or Mary, of whom I %meone,
now have pondiné in the‘District°coqrt of éraig Coun=-
ty as "01& C%vil War® cése, prough; uﬁ from the County
Court of Craig pqunté, I refer you to the joﬁzﬁal en-
try of the Sbunty Court for a aescription‘éf/thig case,'i
which reads in part; as fo;lév&{ , -

L}

"That this eourt has juriédictién'or the persons,

and subject matter involved in this action;.that dﬁo notice

a
%
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. of said haaring vas given by personal aerviosm and
by service by publicati.an, in the manner‘%id forn, @

-provided by law, apd by order of this court.

That said Sally, or Mary Rogers,, Naney Blué-

J
jacket and Henry F. A. (Foxall) ogers, were duly

&

enrolied members of the Loyel Shawnes Indians, in

*

the state. of Kansas, and that each received an

allot ment of land in the Shawnee Reservation,.in

s

‘the.said state, pursuant to an act of congress, and .

4

the treaty with the said Shawnee tribe of Indians,
. \ ’ ot ‘

entered into and procﬂ%imed\in 1854; that said per-
' \

sons never received in alloiment, eny iand in the

Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory.

That Sally srfﬁgry Rogers, and/ her said husband,
Henry F.4.(Foxall) fogers, together '
"Shawnees, in the state of Kansas, ggior to JuneAQ,
: lB?i, and pursuant to ‘a treaty ement betwee.: the
said Shawnees and the Cneroke;;/ completed June 7, 1869,
and approved by the “resident of the United States June

&

‘9, 1869, removed frum the Shawnse Reservation in Kansas
% the Cherokee Nation, Indian Tsrritory, and beceme

Al
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citizens of the Cherohee Nation, with all the rights

»

and privilézes of a native Cherokee and were thefe-
after subject %o the laws of the Cherokee Nation. _ B
The said éélly or‘Mafy Rogeia.éhd hér nusband liyed
in the Cherokee Nation :until their death.
That ancy Blue jacket, At of the saigd

Sally or Mary Rogers died a resident of the Shawnee
Reaservation in ths state of Kans:us in 1876, intes- -

tate, withuut issue, selzed and poséesscd of her
said allotted land, im sald resarvaigon; that said
Yancy Blue jacket ‘was a claimant aguainst the United
States for proparty taﬂen from her Quring the late
civil war, in thé sum of 35,220.00;'a8 ovidenced by
Civil #ar claim No. 103, by virtue of a treaty eﬂ-
tered into between the said Shawnee Indians, and
other Indian Irides 6f‘the United States, on February
23, 1867, ratified by Congrees June 8, 168, and a
report of the Secretary of the Intarior ﬁo the vongress,
and that the sald Ssily or Mary Rogers was a clalmant

against the United States for property teken from'her
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during the late cinf;ar. in the sum.of :3;4515.00, >
as evidenced by C17114§a¥~claim, No. 86, by virtue
ot t%p foresald sgreement and the reportrof the
~ Secretary of the Interior to the congress.,
The Court further finds that the said Sally
or Mary Hogers was‘adjudged to be tpe snle and only

&

su?viving heir and next to kin, of the said Naney
‘Bluecjac!fet, deceased, end entitled to take the whole
estate, of which she died, seized apd possessed, by
the Distriet Court, at‘the Iuly’lava tem, 1n(Wyan~
" dotte County, Kansas, :hieh said judgment on appeal
to the Supreme Coﬁrt of Kansas was affirmed and that
prior to the rendition of said judgment, the council,
and chief of the Shawnee tribde in the state of Kansas,
in aoéordanceiwith the tribel law and custam adjudged

the said Sally or Mery Rogers to be the so' surviving

heir and next to kin og;jggrsaid Naney Bluejacket; her

Pl
. >
- .

deceased Aunt, and that she was entitléd to succeed to

. all the estate of which her Aunt died, seized and pos-

segsed.
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The Court further finds, that the said llenry

4

F.A.(Foxall) Rogers was not survived by issue, father,

.

mother,, brother 'or #ister, of the whcle or half blood,s
o0t ) /& B ,
or survived by any brE%her or sister, of the whole or

hal? blocd; that the grandfather of the Henry F.i,

-,

(Foxall) Rogérs had two song, _uther Rorer® and
villiam Rogers; sald Luther Hegers, now du. ased,
had one son, am only cfi11d, the said kenry F.i.

(Foxall, Xogers; that the satd William Ro-ers had .

only two children,- Sampsgn or Camuel Howers.and ‘Thomas_ ——

or renjaminﬁﬂogers;\%h'tqghe said” Bampson or Sanuel
Qogers had three children oniy, f'ary Rogers, Charles

Rogers and Fnilcia Hogers ‘havmee’; tha; ‘thomas Rogers,
or Benjamin Thomgé Rogers had only one child, Rebecca
Hildergrand; that the said fraﬁcis Rogers Shawre ¢ died

in 1933 and is scurvived by only one son: Williem Shawnee,
that all %h§ Rogers line of kindred 3Po§e named esre now
deceased, eicapt the said T%lliam Shawne.«, and the said
"¢becca fiilderbrand, who are the onlv curviving, next

of kin, of the said Henry F. A. KFoxall) Rogers, and
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they ares each entitled to claim and be paid one

fourth of said Civil War Claims,

It is therefore éons:tdered, ordered and
decreed by the court, that the heire £ the said
ally or Mary Rogers, deccased, and the ohly heirs
entitled to claim.'Qr bs ﬁaid‘aéy part, of sai@
Civil war claims, are =s- fol}pg@;wv

éen-carpenter, Anna Dick,lnee varper.ter;
Mollie K. Lee, nes Carpenter; uiliiam Daucherty,
Laorg Daugherty, John Daugherty, Irene Dauxherty,

’-
\\HMn “havmee and

cornelius Whilg, ivte white, »1lii

s 4 ’
rHebecca Hilderbrand, amd that said persons are en-

>

titled to claime®& be paid sald Civil <ar c.aim.
fle %?E'. Landrun, Count}; Judge.

~ 23



