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p .ORKER JAUtiS R. CARSELOV/EY

Indian-Pioneer His tory S-149 ,
October 22, 1937. l

IMTJBVXJSW V.IXH VIILLIAW oHk.Nii-
R,i ,D«4, Vin i t a , Oklahoma .

name is William shawnee* I live on land

allotted me by the Cherokee Nation at the foot of

the ./hit© Oak Hills, tty postoffice address is Vinita,

R, Fo m 4,

i'y fatherfs name was Lewis -hawnee. He as

a fullblood Delaware Indian. Lymother's name was

/ ' ' "

Frances Rogers a fullblood ...hr.wnee Indir.n. My grand-

father, Jampson Rogers, came to the Indian Territory

with/ the Shawnee Tribe, from flyandotte County, Kansas,

in the year 1870 and located near Coodys Bluff, then

knqwn as Cooweescoowee District, Cherokee nation.

In 1883 my father lef\Goody's Bluff and came to

tho »Vhite Oak Hills. He traded,for the faim owned by

s W Bread, a Cherokee fullblood v/hich he later allotted.

The land -# a in the timberland of the ,,hite 0&k Hills,

/and was the kind of land most of the shawnees settled on.

So. that they would be handy to
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wood, water end game* Plenty of fine prairie land could '

have been had a short distance from where the Indians

settled,' but they had never lived on the praitie and

preferred the rough ti^berland to the good prairie land.

To be ri^ht truthful , the tribe h«d never been real dirt

farmers ll-ke re hsv^ learned to be since Si'Atehood* A

s*mll pitch of corn- with whiqh to ra-ike V-ieLr bread was

about all the ftmiin'--; they did in tiiose <* iys.
ft -

With me,it is different* When allotment came I

picked my l'wd jt the foot of rough tirnberlaud , on the

prairie, *md now h-*ve some fine farm land, but the sec-

tion lineB came in such a way tbat part of my land was

on the M i l side an&l I got a hundred acre3 instead of

eighty acres ?or my allotment. My father allotted a

hundred and twenty acres of the rougher land, 'md my

mother got one hundred anres* Since their death I now

OTO. two hundred acres of their allotment an! a hundred

of my own. Th© old home place is one of the oldest' in

this seetiaid of the country and the old log house whicl^ ^

they erereted in 1870 is a hwwed post oak log house still

stands in our yatd and is used as a kitchen and ..an eat»
»

house.
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I am familiar with the life and CUB tome among

the Shawnee tribe in Kansas before they mored to the

Indian Territory* My grandparents and other old-timers

hare told me much about them, and although I was bom

after we mored here, I have taken much time and interest

in learning of their life before they came here.

DRESS AND ASQiftoa&n 0

Back on the Indian Heserration in Kansas our tribe

still clung to the Indian garb, or way of dressing. Many

of the men wore buckskin clothing and moccasins, as far

as they could be had, and their head-gear was decorated

with feathers, especially when they were dressed for

some special occasion, like the annual Stomp itence.

The women wore dresses which they had learned

to make from tfcair whits neighbors a good many years

back, but they were of cloth of brilliant colors, both

men and women wore blankets for their winter' wraps, and
*

they,too, were of loud and bright c o l o r s , ffents and

teepees were used for the annual, stomp Dance which lasted
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for. two weeks eaoh year. Sverjj^ne on the Keser-

vation would attend this f temp Dance and most of

them oame with their teepees and camped on the

ground for the two weeks* Not many of the fullbloods

spoke English back there in Kansas but most 'of them

can talk more or less English now . although they

speai the Shawnee language in talking to one another.

HAD OWN TRIBAL QOVBBKMENT

The Shawnee tribe had their own tribal govern-

ments in Kansas, the same as the Cherokees had here.

Some of the chiefs who served the people back there,

and removed to the Indian Territory with their tribes,

were Johnson uiackfeatner, Cyrus C. Cornatzer and

Henry Bogers* the latter being the Chief when the tribe

broke up their government to con* here*

SENT DELEGATES TO TRBAT WITH CHSR0KSE8

The Federal Government has sent a delegation

to Kansas" to treat with the Shawnee tribe asking them

to remove to the Cherokee Nation as a friendly tribe

of Indians, and when this-treaty was completed Chief
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Henry Rogers appointed Graham Hogers.and Charles

Tucker .to go to Washington to make a treaty i with •

the Cherokees fjor the removal of- the* Shawnee .

tribe to the Cherokee Nation. They were met there'"

by a Cherokee delegation composed or Wm. P. Adair

and H. D. fteece, â nd the treaty was iaade, completed "/"̂

dead signed by the two delegations^ on JUne 7th, 1869. •

SHAWSBB8 DIDJDT WAIT '

. When the Coamissioners frc^i Washington who

came to Kansas to treat with the Shawnees had oom-

pie ted their agreement that the tr ibe was to remove . >s

to the Cherokee Nation, many of the .Shawneee- did not

wait for the treaty to be made: with the Cherokeae
• . ' • - , *

at Washington, D. C.;. but a large delegation immediate

iy s e t out for the Cherokee Nation where they s e l e c t -

ed their places of residence, and c one back and moved

their famil ies do.wn as soon as .poss ib le , ôme of these

whom I remember end who s e t t l e d not far frofci1 where I '

now l i v e , were Sampson Rogers, S&nuel Cornatzer, Henry,

Roger*, Johnson.BlackfeatW, Charles Tucket, and many
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Henry Rogers and Char-les Tucker were among"

the Shaimeo officials who helped make the treaty

with the Chsrokees, They settled OP Mustang Cieek, »
*

tt?elve miles southeast of Vinlta In the Delaware

, ' District, and were still looked upon as leaders

• umong the Shawnee trihe when the rest of them

followed in 1870 and ie,71*.

" BSCABIS CHEROKEE CITIZENS -

^ The treaty made with the Oherokeesby the

Shawnee tribe made.them full fledged citizens of

the- Cherokee Nation, -the same as the Cherokses, '

and many of the half-breed Shawneos held office

under the-Cherokee Tribal povemnent, the aam

as a Cherokee^ Borne of them whom-I remember as

1 serying are; • .

Members of National @herokee Council;

• Thomas Bluejaoket, Reverejid Mr. Charles Bluejacket,

Cyrus. 0i» Cornatzer, Benjamin C.' Chouteau, John
• ' /. : • / ^

Bullette, Sto. McCracken, John H. Seconding, Derapfiey
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fields Cokor, Washington White, John M. Stoker,

Fred KcDanitl, John H* ShufaIdt, John N. Denbo.
•r' .

Some of these, however, are Delaw&ree. ,

SHAfiNBES*STAYED IM KANSAS

Some of the Shawnee Indians, aid not come

to Indian Territory within the time limit. The

treaty specified that all Shawnees should re-

move themselves within two years from the date

when'the treaty was signed-. All who moved within

that time were known as Loyal EhatmeeG, while those

who remained .onger than two years before coming

jrere known as Absentee Shawnees. To become a full

fledged citizen of the Cherokee Nation you had to

register your name with the Cherokee officials be-

fore the two year limit waa up. This caused much

litigation in years to cose, as some of the Absentee

Shawnees those who" had come latter and whose names

were not on the pherokee rolls, attempted to dr&w

payments. The same thing happened with the Delaware
4

tribe of"Indiana.
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'However, some of the Absentee Shawnees who

stayed behind received much more money for their

land back in Kansae than did the ones who sold

for whatever they could get. Some of the Chouteau

family, of the Shawnee tribe and the Ketchums( re- '
per

ceived about 875.00/acre for their land, and one

branch of the Choteau fsmily who lived in the
t

Kaw Yalley joining Kansas City,received an enor-

mous price for their land and came to the Cherokee

Nation immensely rich. They were near relatives

of the famous Pierre and Augustus Chouteau, "and ware

mixed with the French by marrying into the Shawnee

. family. -

AN PLD'Oim WAR CASE •

The heirs of Sally or Mary, of whom I im one,

now have pending in the District" court of Craig Coun-

ty as "Old Civil War" case, brought up from the County

Court of Craig County. I refer you to the jourtial en-

try of the dbunty1 Court for a description- of this case,"

which reads in part, ae follows-;

"That this oourt has jurisdiction of the persons,

and subject matter Involved in this action; that due notice
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.of said hearing wae girsn by personal service? and

by service by publication, in the mannered form, <•*

-provided by law, and,by order of this courts

That said Sally, or Mary Rogers, Nancy 31ue-

jacket and Henry F. A. (Foxall) Rogers, were duly

enrolled members of the Loyal Shawnee Indian:-, in

the state, of Kansast and that-each received an

allot ment of land in the Shawnee Reservation, in

the .said state, pursuant to an act of congress, and.

the treaty with the said Shavmee tribe of Indians,

entered into and proclkimed\in 1854; that said per-

sons never received in allolment, any land in the

Cherokee Nation, Indian 'territory.

That Sally or Mary Rogers, and/ her said husband,

Henry F.A.(yoxallj Boggrs, together with other Loyal

Shawnees, in the state of Kansas, prior to June S,

1871, and pursuant to a treaty agreement between one

said Shawnees and the Cherokees/ completed June 7, 1869,

and approved by the President of the United States June

9, 1869, removed from the Saawnee Reservation in Kansas

to the Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, and becaae
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citizens of the Cherokee Nation, wi-th al l the rights

and privi lege of a native Cherokee anfl were there-

after subject t£_the laws of the Cherokee Nation.

The said Sally ofc Jfary Pogere. and her husband liyed

in the Cherokee Nation, until their death.

That vancy Bluejacket, Amt of the said

Sally or Mary Rogers died a resident of the Shawnee

Reservation in tha state, of Kansas in 1876, in tea- '

tate, without issue, seized and possessed of he:-

said allotted land, in said reservation; that said

^ancy Bluejacket was a claimant against the United

States for property taken from her during the late

Civil ".far, in the sum of *5,220.00, as evidenced by

Civil War claim No. 103, by virtue of a treaty en-

tered into between the said Shatmee Indians, and

other Indian Tribes of the United States, on February

23, 1867, ratified by Congress June 3, it'68, and a

report of the Secretary of the interior to the Congress,

and that the said Sally or Mary ftoger? was a claimant

against the united States for property taken from her
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during,th© l a t e CiTil War, In th» sum.of ^445.00, v

as evidenced by C iv i l War claim, No. 86, by v i r t ue

of tfte foresaid agreement and the r epor t of the
* + r

ft

^earet^ry of the Interior* to the congress.^

The Court further finds that the said Sally

or Mary hogers was adjudged to be the sole and only

surviving heir and next to kin, of the said Naney i

31uejacket, deceased, and entitled to take the whole

estate,- of which she died, seized and possessed, by

the District Court, at the July 1876 term, in Wyan-

dotte County,, Kansas, which said judgment on appeal

to the Supreme Court of Kansas was affirmed and that

prior to the rendition of said judgment, the council,

and chief of the Shaimee tribe in the state of Kansas,

in accordance with the tribal law and custom adjudged

the said Sally or Mary Rogers to be the so' surviving

heir and next to kin of_the said Nancy Bluejacket, her

deceased Aunt, and that she was entitled to succeed to

all th'e estate of which her Aunt died, seized and poe-
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The /Court fu r the r f inds , t h a t the said llenry

F.A. (Foxollj Rogers was/not survived by i eaue , f a t h e r ,

mother,, b r o t h e r ' o r S i s t e r , of the whole or ha l f blood,*

or survived by any b r o k e r or s i s t e r , of the whole or

half blood; ' tha t the grandfather of the Henry F.A._

(Foxall) Rogers had two sons, in thor Rocers and

William Rogers; said Luther Kogers, now d»".i dsed,

had one eon, an only cShld, the said Henry F.A. *

(Fora l l , Hogers; t h a t the .said: William Ko.-ers had . '

only two children,-Sampson or Hanuel Koi»ers.and Thomas^ -

or Ten jamin Rogers^ t h - t - J h e saM-'Eanpson or Sanuel

Rogers had three chi ldren only, f'ary Rogers, ChcirleB -

Rogers and Fm \cie Hogers rhawneeT tha t Thomas Rogers, .

or B^n^amin 'rtioinafi Rogers had only on© c h i l d , Rebecca

Hilderbrand; t h a t the said Franc is Rogers Shawnee died

in 1933 and i s ourvived by only one son, William Shawnee,

tha t a l l the Hogors l i n e of kindred above named are now

deceased, except the said William Shawnet-, and the Raid

"ebeeca Hilderbrand, who are the only ru rv iv ing , next

of k in , of the said Henry F . A. (Foxall) Rogers, and
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thay aro each «ntitled to claim and be paid one

fourth of said Civil. War Claims,

It i s therefore considered, ordered and

decreed by the court, that the heire f the said

^ally or nary Hogers, deceased, and the only heirs

entitled to claim, 'or be paid any part, of said

Civil i«ar claims, are as*- followey^-

Ben Carpenter, Anna uick, net uarpenter;

Mollie K. i^ee, neo Carpenter; ailiiam Dau^herty,

i>eora Daugherty, John Dau^herty ,i Irene Daugherty,

Cornelius Whit^, i>ete white, »iliiaui chawnee and
t

'Kebecca Hilderbrand, and that aaid persons are en-

titled to clatewssSS^be paid said Civil, «Var cairn.
«--- • ! • -

?:. K» LandruLi, County. Judge•


