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Interview with lira. J. M. Hall ,
Tulaa pioneer, 1801 Admiral Blvd. ,
Tulsa, Oklahoma*

Miss Jennie S tr ingf i e ld , nor'Mrs. J. M. Hall was born

in Knobaoster, Missouri, in 1853, and came to. Tulsa in 1887

as one of the town*8 f i r s t school teachers. She was principal

of the f i r s t two-room school in Tulsa. This school building

stood where the Cosden Building stands today on Boston Avenue

at Fourth Street . Lilah D. Lindsay was Miss S tr ing f i e ld ' s

assistant in t h i s school for two-years.

Miss Stringfield boarded with "Aunt Rachel" Perryman

and her husband, Mr. George Perryman. Their home was the

only home in Tulsa at that time whioh had an extra room*

"Aunt Rachel" Perryman K B very charitable and never refused

food to a hungry person. Benevolence was character is t ic of

a l l the Greeks and they were e spec ia l l y kind to orphan c h i l -
«

dren.

WLth the aid of the Tulsa Pioneer Association, Mr. J.

M. Hall, before his death, compiled his reminiscences which

were published in 1925; under the t'itle; "The Beginning of

Tulsa.*

Mr. H. G. Hall, brother of Mr. JVM. Hall, was the
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real founder of Tulsa. He was one of the contractors who

built the first railroad to Tulsa. This was the Atlantic

and Pacific Railroad and it oarae through Tulsa in 18S2.

Mr. G. M. Hall also selected the site for the first frame

store building in Tulsa. This building stood on the south-

east corner of Main Street.

Mr. H. C. Hall allowed his brother, Mr. J. M. Hall, to

help in the various interpriaes which built Tulsa in the

early days. Mr. H. G. Hall died in 1895 at the family

residence in Springfield, Missouri, and since 1901, his

widow and daughter, Mrs. G. L. Hounker, have lived in Tulsa.

Mr. J. M. Hall left valuable historical records, among

them is a copy of the "Tulsa New Era" of March 10, 1898.

This paper consisted of eight pages in magazine form and

it was called "The Illustrated Souvenir Edition of the

Tulsa New Era." The oldest paper in the files of the Tulsa .

Tribune is dated 1901; in the files of the Tulsa World, 1906.

In this copy of the "Tulsa New Era" there is an article tell-

ing of the founding of the Hillside Friends Mission School»

This sohool was situated three miles north of Sklatook.

This newspaper/dated 1898.

Mr. J. %, Hall passed away in 1935.


