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Robert W, Small,
Interviower.

On Jemuary 17, 1874, Delbert Shields, the subjectyof

€

this sketeh, was bora in Benton Qdunty, Iows. THis father,

- -
Granville 'H, Shields, was torn in “hio, und his mother,

Martha Goodle Shlelds in Indisna,

- -

“In 1882, Delbsrt’s paranig lett Iowe 2md uoved b

Spink County, South Dakota, wHere ther settlel on a hone-

" stead slx miles.meéﬁoof éthel, liviaz there urtil the

*

) o _ .
Spring of 1830, whes they moved to—Jacksen County, ensas.

~

"

After remaining there twe yeers, they egain raved ond
lacated in Al Reno9 0.lahoua Territory, in 1392, Eelbegt
-

was then a yuuu mun elgh¥can )e;rs of ane ani havin
(]

’pioneered wlth hiss garenss in the fest since earl: bovhood,

5 » “‘ A > - a8
during which period he had shuyed shstr Srying hariships 77~

and of ten bitter 87p riences, e ﬁ§§~fiileé with.o deternd
nation to~aasl&0rate the condition st his perertsy

Soon after thetir areivel in B‘ ncno Delbert eni his

' fether began the éon£%<;~§10" 0"5 "4ugc~2’ { th 1iVQ in,

which they soon built, with‘f

o

{£lacr speeqg of 14 by 20 feet
fél

and in this they took up Piv a?ode. bart worked to

}‘halo his father in sup;org}ng Eyb faiily. eIn the sunmer

of 1895 "he went to Sumner County*xxnnsae to gyggﬁnf%gﬂg~

and stayed there until 'in the €211} shen heﬁ*etnrned £0

A,
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"E1 Reno, and secux‘a job working in & rock quarry to

\

"get rock. £or ‘a lim? kiln located eight miles west of .
£1 Reno. | ‘ . ’

In Novembver lé?'%, Delbert married Emma Pitts, and
immegiatsly set outb f&p ‘«'(asf;ijca founty, where he filed

upon the southeust gquarter of Se-tion 482, Twp. 9 Horin,

7
Range 1% ‘est beinz five miles northesst of 7Jlowi Chief,

which at that time was the county seat of \sshi%ta County

and the place where ..r. Shields wenf to file on his home-

Ly ) . =

stead. L —

Immediately after filing on this lend ¥r, Shields

began to build a "dugout® to live in, whirh he nade 14 ¢

by 16 feet in flo~r space divension and 6 feet deep, °

i s

plécing lsrge cotton~woad logs around the edge of the
LA

(3

'—‘—’______-.———j-i >
~ exocavation on ton ofthe ground over which he placed other
. _‘\—\\\7\_
logs and covered sil with divt. A single cdoOF wosvthé— .
only means of entra:ce or erit, ventilation ‘01'- light,
but {t was a comformble though rude plece of ac.ode.
Mre Shields next dug & wall 23 feet desp whieh P
arforded plenty of water ~and was almost fr-e of the "gyp"
taste that is 86 prevaient in wells of that section of

the sountry. ke then built sheds for sheltering his $wo

' horses and a cuw. The sheds were consti'ueted vith poles
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cut from a timbered canyon on his homestead, which vere
. :

A v

mede sbout twelye feet in length, pleded on end in &

‘

frenaoh @ug aboat 18 {uchas deep arourd the space to be

enclosed; after 0.« row of chesé roies had been placed

thus, he” builv another row in the sams nmurner, ledviug

a épace betwren tne tw., tows of about fo v inches, which

space @g fflléd and pa~®d with oraicie gfrass o k;ev

dut the raln, sizet, snow s.d ~0ld winds ol winter. .

roof was pade by usiuq poles over whiéh greger wag placed

an wgighted do#ﬁ with barbed wirs strung\over the zrass,
having.é%ones tied ¢ either end af thé “ire. Tness rude v
structures weré famiilar to ?hnt ga0t100 of country.ss Only

occasionally a frame building eeuid be found in thal pars

of- the aqouniry. L'ost of the early settlers were 0o poor

.

to afford such & "luxury® &s a I{3ame house,. . .
Mr, Shields had saved every penny he could spare 1o
enable him t6 Bet a wagon snd teaw and & cow =id £ dbulid

theso make~shif{ structures 92 unis nomwstesd, -4 even
before they were all duill® ne olten warkad et anything he
oould get to do Lo votaln & Jollur or tws Lo Dalp him

elong, but there wa: litile work to be ooiained outsice

of freighting. in the Spriag of 1894, x, Suields broke



.
-
»

P Y. ’_ '
SHIELDS, PELBERT, _ INTERVIE.. C 4972325

out ten acres of sod on his place whi ch he planted to
~ ", 4 v

cane, harvesting the same for feed for hls stock the

following Pell, After plaating this gane in eaxrly.

spring; ¥r+ Shields went to Canadien Sounty Yo work and

.

after working through harvest in'the.wheat fields and

helping thresh the zrain, by us~ of = Narsepaver thresher,

~

he returned, to his homeste:d snd begen <bnhling freinht
from El Ren¢ ta verious points iaelpding Jloud “hief,

arapaho , He wngnd, vewtherford, Red loon Indien igency, .

-

and other places, N .

The freight whick %r. Shields heuled consisted of -

-_
groceries, clotbing, boots, ¢ .aes, hardware, luwber, beer °

¥
i

and whiskey,; everything used had to be hauled in wagons

v

to these various towes and tradiag points in the n~wly

settled country,

-

Cloud Chief was seventy=five milées fram Rl heno,

+ A

and it required from fiveﬁto seVeanays aﬁd"oftan longes

o make the trip. Roads often followed the meanderings
" i N N

of some old treil that had been made by cattle going to
some wetering place; in'other plesces, long stretches
across the grassy prairies would afford some relief after

J

- a tired team ha? pulled & heavy load over rough, hilly 0

\



* SHIELDS, DELBFRT, . INTERVIEW, S 497,426

b S s

L]

sections or througb'same deep sandy desgrt waste,
Mr, Shialds received forty cents pér one hundred
\ pounds for hahl}ng freight from EL R:mo,- to 0loud Chief;
and 2,000 pounds made‘his.te‘m & heévy cad, for which

he would receive eight dollurs. Times were hard in this

T

se~tion of the country during thoseé yesrs, Yr, Shields "

kept breaking a little more of the sod ‘on his bomestead

. ?
each year and. planting a little more ¢rop ezch season;
- |

[
the second year on his place he plant'd'a few acres to

corn whi?h mde a fair yield, and in flater years he be-

~

gan¢to_pléﬁﬁfcsifqn,ﬁgut‘he al ways pllanted -affir cora

voies
N~ e .

as that was the mast 8T8 erop he could grow for fged for
his stock, |

.y vihen ¥¥. Shields was gway on his freightiug trips,

which wes much of his ti:we, iirs. Sﬁiel@s stayed at home

. all aloné until after the arrivel of their first child,
in 1894, and then the baby was her sole company., Nr.
kShieids states that not more than fifteen houses were

on the road betwseﬁiel’ Reno, and.-the orossing on the

South Cénadian’Rtv;r, a distance 2T about twenty miles,

and after arossing the river there were nc houses for a

distance of thirty-five miles.

-
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Vhen night overtoox him while on these freighting
trips he would cenp beside the road; prepare his meagre
meal, ard stae hig horses out on the grass whi~h was

offien all they had to eat, and would retire on a vlanket’

&

or quilt spread upon the bare enrth, if the weather

wag not starmy and ofden,lvin- theve . colel o 22 litation,

' .

he would think of his wife anl buby, wilrs -ue in &

‘lonely "dugout", perhans ill, =»ith no sne i enre £ T or

comfort them. 4n iron ~ourca- e was neade! evary day 2f

his lifs, ng this he-possessed,

e
3

On one occasion ‘ir. Shields weat to T° Reus, loades

I

his wagon for the return trip an. when he wrrivea at the

-
-

bank of the South Canadian Piver {t was flowings over the

o

bottums from heavy rains on the herdwaters and .r, Shields

had to remain on the river banv Tor five days befire he . - .-

-

“gould cross, . - © . .

On Enother triv shich “. Shislds wae mekite with a
team of mules ﬁeﬁhad.tréded bis.hofsgs for,\he,camged one o
evening et‘é eross road éémping.plaoe, and'turneé his mules |
‘loose, with-long.roges around @hei;\nécks, to graze on Qhé
'grags t111 tixr;e for him to retire; when he'wer{t to_get his

mﬁlés t0 tie them up for the night they were gone; he itraced

&
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e
them by the imprints the ropes had made 15 the sand here
and there until -they approached the river a mile or twq
away. Here at the watzr's edéc he lost the trall but
WES Sure t§§ mules had crossed the river; he ¢returned
to ocsmp, spent the remainder of 3 sle2)le-s night und
next norning earl  he secured s hors~ to ride wnd set ~ \
< . N
out again in purgait: - the ~wles; =fter two daves he
found them and ret.urned to ﬁls waein which wags loaded
wl th watermelons w.L~h he was haulinc to T Feno wand nenf
on hig way. He s0ld his melons in X1 RenA, st te: =nd
fifteen ~ents each. Thoy wers l.rge ﬂ%lons whii~h he anc
some of Lls nelghtors had . raised.
In making tﬁe t¥i» to Tl Reno, he nsually sent by
a road thot was ":sxl ed theyliorth Gfagyg 0al, if he was
not loaded, aﬁd he wouldceross the South Canadian River
at'"Lump g:ﬁfh*scrssstng; cn hig retra tri he o= by
another réad callied tge Séandpipe road which wés nat so
roygh, anud cross/€h0 river at "Powder Face" Crossing.
o "Lump';outh".and "Powder Facé"‘crossings were so

-

called, because of Indians hearing those names.

*

r Nr. Shinlds hauled,liaber %o be used in the first

school buildinz built by the Governvent at the Red Moon

’ - X

Indien-Agenay, in Roger Mills County,
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The South Canadian River was noted for its quickggﬁ |
~seand ﬂeds, and 1. Shields has exverienced some difficulty
in crossing this river on different o~casions,

At one tiue, he han t¢ secure another tews whi ch,

together with his om tesm, was hitched 1o his wison ~nd

pulled on it for SUTj/}iuﬁ before gettin: it 1, se from ) °

the yul cksand,

~——.

S

The neizhvorhood where .r. hields' hoicsdewd wos
gl tuated was a free range country, .nd the rirst three
crops v Shields grew on his place were moctly destrayed
by sto~- breaking into them =na eitiny theu. Te alan h
lost his barn &and fesd_b§~£ise—wn two c¢ifferent occasions
during the year 189€ and 1899

In the eariy an ;rying years, provisions of a1}
ginds vere cheap; salt bacon ¢ould oftea oe bought for
"five cents per pound, coffee, twelve to fifteen cents per

pound, fléur one dollar per sack of forty-eight pounds,

and corn meal was usually made from corn rai sed on the

farm, shelled by hand,-placed in a heavy cotton "meal. ) é&?‘

sxak” and tsken to the nefghborhood mill «nd ground into
meal. A part of the corn, ususlly one-sixth, was baken
"as toll by the millers.

Many Indians of the Cheyenne ‘tribe lived on the y.

. o
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Washita River near Mr, Shiél&h hémestead and often ;ome
of }hem came to his place to get hi=w to teach them "whitec
mag talk" as they ocalled it. They were very friendly and
many seemed inclined to wgﬁt to iearn the lanéung; énd the
ways of the white man, They were especially delishted
when invited to eat, He traded the. lats of pigs, whicﬁﬁ
they seemed particularly fon? off In the early days of
that se;tinp, when first settled by whité cegple, there
were plenty of prairie c%;;kenst turkeys, some deer and ‘
a few bear in’'remote places.
In 1897, ¥r.-Shields ralsed & dumper corn crop which

he s0ld to men fesdinz cattle for markes. He received 18
cents per bushel for it delivered to the feed iot where the
.cattle were. )

Mr, Shields states that during his first yesr on the
‘hgmasteaévg was unable:to buy many articles cqmmonly used
for fodu; the barést neges=ities éften seemed beyond his

-

reach.

;t different times during those trying periods he
would roast peas and grind them in a coffee grinder and
then use them tu meke a’ substitute drink fo;xcoffﬂe.

He also made 8 planter to plant his corn, kaffir,

cotton and cane seed; he took the front wheels of his -

“r
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wagon, leaving the tongue fastened to it, and construogted
& home-made contraption which he fastened behind the tﬁo
wheels and uno . ¥ ich he ~ould sit and d50p‘the corn or
other seed down throu~h a tin funnel whigh extended down
between ‘two ploss that made a'furréw and loorened the top
soll, nnd a drug :ttach ent was fastened behins the plows
" which covered the cesd th:t Pell throush thé funnel to
the soil below, It was necessary to bave é boy or his
wife drive the tea. +ile he dropped these seeds through
this improvised p}anter.

The gnly food Wis teen had during the spring and
suﬁmar months. the first two G; three years was agrass, bui
that was plentiful +nd he gave his tesm frequent rest¥angd
plenty of time tc eat their ~eals of grass.

The year 1601 was very dry end »ut litildearn was
raised in the country; éottnn had beaomé éne of the principal
farm res;urcés.for rioney in that section and it was also
very poor that year.

The followins year, 1902, Mr., Shields sold his place
and after a few moves here =ud there, he located in Tonkawa;

his present place of abode, ’



