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Robert ,71, Small,
Inietrriewer. . ,

On January 17, 1874, Delbert Shields, the subject-of

this sketch, %as born in Benton Oduity,.. lov/a. His father,

Granville'-M. Shields, mi a born ia '*h.lo, J-.nd tii s mother,

Martha G-o adle Shields in Indiana.

"In 1882., DelbarVs parents lef t low* snd taoved to

Spink County., South Dakota, vrtfere they set t le .! on a horne-

" stead six miles ijrest. of'iithol, l iving there unt i l the
li

Spring of 1830, when they mored t^-Jackson County, Kansas*

After remainimii; there two years, they-egadn r.oved w.a
• * •< • .

located in 21 Reno, 0 .lahoi^a Territory, i:; 139?, L'elber.t

was then a youug ra^a eigh«C3n ye/.rs of aî e an>I ha-Jin."

pioneered r/ith hi& g r e a t s in the West since e&?l;> boyhood,

during Ehirh period he had'shurec- ch-str trying hanships -r^>

and often b i t t e r experiences, he ^ s , f i l led with.s. deterrd

nation to-aiael'iorate the coxxdition of his parents.-

Soon after their srixivtil in Zi Beho^ Delbert en3.his

' father began the £on#truc£lor; of a "dugeji^^to liva in.,
which they soon bu i l t , vdth ft^3.ccr specg of 14 by 20 feet

and in this tbey took up J ^ i r abode. /Delbert worked to

-" h«lo his father in supporting thfe faniilv. Ir. the summer

of 1893 'he went to Suniner County/ Kan an s, to ^ j ^
1 »̂'* .

and stayed there u n t i l in the t*xl\\ 4hen he-?refurned to
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El Reno, and secur^Ba job working in a rock quarry to

'ge t rook, for a lim<? ki ln located eight miles west of

El Reno. ' *

In November 1893, Delbert married Sraraa P i t t s , and"

immediately set out far Washita bounty, where he f i led

upon the southeast quarter of Section ^2, Twp. 9 IJorth^,

Range 1£ Vtest^bein* five miles' northeast, of Oioud Ohief,

which at ' chat time was the county seat of Vteshi'ta County

and the place where .jr. Shields wen^ to f i l e on his home-

stead* * • \ , - • *m

Immediately after filing on this laud Mr. Shields

i if
began to build a "dugout*1 to l ive in , whiWi he'pade 14 / '

by 16 feet in flo'~-r space dimension msd 6 feet de9p, *

placing large cottotCaood logs around the edge of tne

yn of the ground over- which he plaoed other

logs and covered a l l with -dirt , A

only means of entrance or e r l t , vent i la t ion or l i g h t ,

but i t was a comforb«fele though rudfi pler.e of ao^de,

Mr. Shields next dug a wej 1 23 feet deep rcni"l^

afforded plenty of water r-nd was almost fr-e of the "gyp"

tas te tha t is so prevalent i n wells of tlaat section of

the country, he then bu i l t sneers for shel ter ing his two

horses and a cow. The sheds were constructed with poles
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out from a timbered canyon on his homestead, which woile

made about twelve feet in length, plaoed on end in a

* troaoh dug abodt IS inches deep aroutxl the space to be

enclosed; after o-io ro<v of oWoee, poiss had befih placed

thus, he" btiilx another row In the sane uuihner, letiviuj*

a space between the tvt-j rows or about fo r inoh«s, t?!;ich

space he f i l led and packed with praiclo pr>'-.rfs bo ;i-.'-e-j

out the rain, aio<?t, snow a,id -old \pinds or winter,

roof i?as jpade by usinf^ poles over which press-was placed

and weighted down with barbed wire strung over th<? grass,

having, stones tied So either end of the . ^ r e . These rude

structures were familiar to that section of country.**1 Only

occasionally a frame builain^ cnuid be found in that, part

of• the country. .Voat of the early s e t t l e r s wore too poor

to afford such a "luxury" as a fxame house, .

Mr# Shields had saved every penny he could spare to

enable him to £et a iiagon and teat; and a cov? nvid t j build

these make-shift strurt,oros od a is nou^sie^d, • ua ev«n

before they ware a l l bui.ls ne of ton warkod «t a'lything he

could get to do to obtain a dollar or two to help nini

' a long , but there \mc l i t t l e work to be oo tamed outstae

of freighting. In the spring of 1894, ir. Shields broke
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out ten acres of sod on hi? place which he planted to

oane, harvesting the same for feed for his stock the '.

following ^fcll« After planting th i s oane in early.

Spring, ?/1r-« Shields went to Canadian lounty to wor'< and

after work-ing .through harvest in the wheat fields and

helping thresh the #raia, by us-- of * horsepower thresher,

he returned, to his homestead and began 'Inkling-freight

fron El Reno to various points iucl.udine, Cloud nhief,

iirapaho , Htimond, .'.'e'ltherfordj Red lloon Indian Agency, e

and other planes* ° ^ ,. . " '

1!he freight whicb 5!r« Shields hauled consisted of

groceries, do tb lag , Ijoots, s".Qes,( hardware, lumber, "beer

and whiskey; everything used had to be hauled in wagons

to these various towns and trading points in the n°7dy

settled oountry.

Cloud Chief was severity-fi ve miles from El Reno,

and i t required from five to sevencfays raid'often longe?

to make the trip* Roads often followed the rasrenderings
— i • *

of some old trail that had been made by cattle going to
V

some watering "place; in'other, places, long stretches

across the grassy prairies would afford some relief after

a tired team ha? pulled a heavy load over'rouRh, hilly

> J
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sections or through1 some deep sandy desert waste.

Mr. Shields received forty cents per one hundred

\pound's for hauling freight from El Reno to Oloud Thief;

and 2,000 pounds made his te .ra & heavy oad, for which

he would receive eight dol lars . Times were hard in .this

se-tion of the country during those years. V.r. S h i e l d s ' - . ..

kept breaking a l i t t l e more of the sod,'on his homestead

each year and. planting a l i t t l e fn'ore crop each season;

" ' I ~
the second year on his place he planted a few ucres to

corn which rnade a fair yield, and in jlater years he be-

gan';ta plan1^t!0-tfon,,4)u'fc n e si way's pljanted -affir corn
- -. I •"

as that was the most s^re crop he could ^row for f^ed for

his stock.
L

ViTien .Mr. Shields was away on his freiphtiiig t r i p s ,

whiqh was much of his. t i r e , Mrs. Shields stayed at home

all" alone un t i l after the arr ival of their, f i r s t child,

in 1894, and then the baby was her sole company. Mr.

Shields s tates that, not more than fifteen houses were

on the road between El' Reno, and-the crossing on the

South Canadian River, a distance of about twenty miles,

and after orossing the r iver there were no houses for a

distance of th i r ty-f ive miles .
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Vftien night overtook him while on these freighting

tripa he would ca^p beside the road; prepare his meagre

meal, and stace his horses out on the grnss '.vhi'th was

o$fcen a l l they had to eat f and would r e t i r e ori a ulanket '

or qui l t spread upon the bore e-'ir-th, if the weather

was not stormy and often } lyirv there i.- -ale. r« \H ' . i t - l i on ,

he would think of his wife anA b--:by, niU-s • \ia; in u

"lonely "dugout", perhaps i l l , -with'no one 'o <r.re f r or

comfort them. An iron nourn,''e vtas n^ede '. evary uuy or

his l i f e , and this he"possessed.

On one occasion Mr. Shields weat to 3' Pe»o, loadou

his wa&on for the.return t r i p an.;, who'i he arrived at the

bank of the South Canadian Piver i t was flowirif over the

bottofiia from heavy rains on the hetdwaters and" . r» Shields

had to remain on the river-banv for five days before he - - j -

'could cross. ;

On another t r i e -,vhi ch *.cf« Shields was mtV<cin'r yjith a

tean of mules he had.traded his horses for, he canned one

evening &t- a cross -roatl camping place, and turned his mules -

'loose, with .long ropes around thei? nec<s, to graze on the

epfass t i l l time for him to re t i r e ; when he went to,get his

mules to ti© them up for the night they were gon®! he traced
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them by the imprints the ropes had made in the send here

and there unti l - they approached the river a mile or two

away. Here at the water's edge he l o s t the t r a i l but

' -was sure the mules had crossed the r iver; he * returned

to oomp, spent the remainder of rj s l ^ i l p ' s night »nd ^

next uorning earl, ' he secured a hors^ to ride 'md set

oat again in pursuit- -<f the -uLes; -sfter two days he

found then and returned to his w.v-jn which <.rui loaded

vri. th waternelont v,!.i"h he was haulinr to 11 Peno ?md .vent

on his V7ay. Ha sold his melons in SI P.en'\ 'it te-i r.nd

fifteen ^ent9 each, fhoy vore l-.rge -jelono whi-'h he ana

some of Lis neighbors had,raised.

In maki^ the ti*ip to 3̂1 Reno, he usually AOUI by

a road that was -jal ed th%Ifer,tH- ^ . a f^ ioad , i f he wns

not loaded, and he wduld'cross the South Canadian River

at "Lump MoiTtirN cros3i-ng; on his ret ' jra t r i 1 h,e caie by

another road called the Standpipe road which was ni t so

rough, a'id cross /tho r iver at "Pojvder Face" Crossing.

' "Luiip':.outh!\ and MPov*der Face" Crossings were so

called, because of Indians bearing those names.

^ ulr., Shields hauled plumber to be -ised in the f i r s t

school building built by the Government at the Red Moon

Indian Agenoy, In Roger Mills County.
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The South Canadian River was noted for i t s -.1

-'sand beds, and :/.r. Shields has experienced so ma d i f f i cu l t y

in crossing t h i s r iver on d i f fe ren t occasions.

At one tiu.e, he haa to secure another tea-a1 which,

together with h i s om team, was hitched to his wn^on "nd

pulled on i t for zone tilw before get t in t i t 1 > se from

the 4U'icks«nd. ^

The nei^hoorhood where J?« 'JhieiJs* ho lOsteud vna

s i tuated was a free range country, --nd the i 'ir3t three

crops ivir. Shields grew on h i s place were moctly destroyed

by sto^-. breaKing in to then -^IQ s<'«ti:i^ ther.i* He also

los t h i s barn and fesd b3r~£jr*e—crn two cl fferent oooasions

during the year 1898 and 1899,

In t h o e a n y an t rying years , provisions of-a l l

kinds were cheap'; s a l t bacon could often oe bought for

five cents per pound, coffee, twelve to f i f t een oents per

pound, flour one do.llar per sack of "forty-eight pounds,

and corn meal was usual ly made from com ra ised on the

farm^ shelled by hand,-placed in a heavy cotton "meal.

strokM and taken to the neighborhood mi l l .uid ground in to
• i ^

meal. A part of the corn, usually one-sixth, was taken

as t o l l by the mi l l e r s .

Many Indians of the Cheyenne t r ibe lived on the
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Washlta River near Mr. Shield's homestead and often some
<

of them came to his place to get hiti- to teach them "white *

man talk" as they called i t . They were very friendly and

many seemed inclined to want to learn the language and the

ways of the white man. They were especially deli.^hted

1 when invited to ea t . He traded the-, lots of pigs, which"

they seamed part icularly fon-1 of. In the early days of
.i

that section, when first settled by white oeople, there

were plenty of prairie chickens, turkeys, some deer and
- n

a few bear in'remote places5

In 1897, I&r.-Shields raised a bumper corn crop which

he sold to men feeding ca t t le for marker. He received 18

cents per bushel for i t delivered to the feed lot where the

^cattle were.

. Mr* Shields s ta tes that during his f i r s t year on the

homesteadhe was unable to buy many a r t i c l e s comrtonly used
\ -

for foou; the barest necessit ies often seemed beyond his

reach.

At different times during those trying periods he

would roast peas and grind them in a coffee grinder and

then use ..them to make a' substi tute drink foE co.ff^e.

He also made a planter to plant his corn, kaff i r ,

cotton and cane seed; he took the front wheels of his
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wagon, leaving the tongue fastened to i t , and constructed

a home-made contrapt ion ^hich he fastened behind the two

wheels and upo i v? ich he "ould s i t and drop the corn or

other seed down through a t i n funnel vrhi tih extended down

betwoen "two plo.vs tha t inade a furrow «nd loorerie". the top

s o i l , :md a drug . t taoh e n t wan fastened behina the plows

which covered the ?oed t h . t fel l , through the funnel to

the s o i l below. I t wa3 naress&Ty to have a boy or h i s

wife d r ive the t ^ a ; rfhil** h^ dropped these see i s through

t h i s improvised p l a n t e r .

The only food h is team had during the spring and

suarier months- the f i r s t two or th ree years was g r a s s , but

that was p l e n t i f u l >nd he gave h i s team frequent rest^and

plenty of t t a e tc ee t thoir -neals of g r a s s .

The year 1501 was very dry end out l i t t lc jcorn was

raised in the country; cotton had become one of the p r i n c i p a l

fartf resources for noney in thn t sec t ion a.nd i t was a l so

very po>r tha t year .

The following year , 1902, ¥x. Shields sold h i s place

and af ter a few moves hero nnd t h e r e , he located i n Tonkaw'a,

h is present place of abode. •>


