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1. Name George Locney

2. Post Office Address Weloetka, Oklahoma Route #1 ._

3. Residence address (or loca t ion ) l»mile S* E> of Dad*a Cor> Rainbow Highway,

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month February Day 16 Year 1892

5. Place of b i r t h South of Bryant InOkfUakee County

6. Name of Father Joe Si ah Looney Place of birth Creek Hatlon, -

Other information about father

7. Name of Mother Mat t ie Ralney Place of birth Creek Hatlon

Other information about mother
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LOOWY, GJORCS. INTERVIEW* '
No* 6569

Iat«rir#w witk Geerge Looney, Weleetka, Okla. ^
By •» Grace Eelley, Field Worker. 2«><

July 9, 1937.

After th» church was s t a r t e d ^ t s law was d i f f e r e n t .

If they were church Members, the seamdal was told to the

mother of the church and she tr ied to briag about a s e t t l e -

B e i t . I f she could*'t stop the carrying-on, she took i t

up with the church* The mam had committed a crine against

both women aid had to ask for forgireness f ree both of ;

them, and promise not to do the crime again* The g i r l had

to ask h i s wife for forgireness and then they would a l l

shake hands i a Brotherhood* Al l would be forgirea- aad for -

gotten aid l o t spoken of again* I f e i t h e r one refused to

ask for fofgireaesa and didn't promise to obey the law of

God aid the Church, that person was put out of the church

aad a l l other churches were told not to take him or her

i i t o the ir church u n t i l the law was complied with*

MARRIAGE .AJGE OF LONG AGO.

A woman from t h i r t y - f i r e to f i f t y was the r ight age

to marry* Umtil that time they were to obey the i r parents

aid old f e l k s to get the b e a e f i t of long l i f e promised to

then* A g i r l or boy, but e s p e c i a l l y the g i r l , from eighteen

to twenty was too young to aooept the burdea of marriage.

When ahe was t h i r t y - f i r e she was grown and able to work
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and raise a family. That i s why some of the older woae*

lired to be a hundred and o lder .

BOOKS WRITTEN IN CREEK.

I hare sereral books but l o t a regular l ibrary; the

f i r s t and second readers, a dict ionary, law book, and some

of my father's books during b i s term as D i s t r i c t Judge of

the Deep Fork Di s t r i c t*

DISTRICT JQDC8S, LIGHT HOKSB CAPTAIN. ITC»

My grandfather, George Sul l lYai , was the Di s tr i c t

Judge for four years J Father was the next one and he was a

Light Horse Captaim when I was a c h i l d .

QTJ) LOG H0U58 ^TjHJî XIppTWfl WHEHJE PRISONERS HKTJ>.

The old log house where I was born and reared a i t s in

the corner of the N. W. :- of the N. W. ^ of Seotion 5-10-1S.

I»re l iyed c lose there a l l my l i f e and haren't been out of

Oklahoma, though I hare made a few tr ips inside of Oklahoma.

Father kept prisoners chained to the bedstead. I raneaber

seeing one who had been cowrie ted of s t ea l ing a cow, given

f i f t y lashes on the bare back in the yard. He was hung or

stretched up by the wrists and green hickory
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big as onoJsstkumb, and three or four f e e t long were used*

When they got through t h e y rubbed s a l t i n the cuts to stop

the bleeding* The ones who talked mean were treated mean

but the ones who d idn ' t say anything were t reated good*

FREIGHT FROM MPSKOGSE TO NEGRO JIM'S STORE

When I was a l i t t l e chap there were no towns betweem

Muskogee and Negro Jim's s tore* There were only one or two
4

stores at lufaula, Cay Serers and Ptrkioson at Okmulgee,

aid Senert had just been established* Licoski had that

Post Office* The trail or road angled through across Coal

Creek, Dewar, Wild Cat on to Muskogee*

3EE BEGINNING OF THE ARBECCA CHURCH. BAPTIST.^

t

The Alabama Church was holding a meeting a mile

northwest of the Ifctkabateha aeheol (where W. F* Hopper

taught* His daughter is Clara Hopper Porter of Oklahoma

City)* Whei it broke up, father told them it was too far

for us to go to Alabama Church and that he wanted to start

a church closer. They gave him permission and he organized

and established the Arbeeoa Church in March, 1904.

OLD pBaPpgflRK COURT HOUSE TEN MII3S NORTHIAST OF OKSMAH,

He bought, tore down and hauled down the Deep Fork
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Court House and rebui l t i t for the f i r s t Arbecca Church.

I t was used for two y»ara, 1904 ajuL1905, when they bu i l t the

present om« opposite the old one*

Jackson Baraett, trie son of Negro J in , had a f u l l -

blood Creek mother, and he bought the old Court Church House

aid bui l t i t smaller for a camp house for h i s family to use

but later gare i t back to the church* The Arbecca Church

owns i t , but h i s family UMSlt*

Father was pastor of tine Arbecca Church from 1904

unt i l 1918* I was ordained Deacon in 1904 and Minister

June 6 f 1917, and the next day I registered ^or the draft

but wasn't ca l l ed . I was qualified for a j^s tor in 1923

and hare been the Pastor of Arbeeca ever s ince .

HIGH SPRING. FIVE MILES SOUTH OF OKEMAH.

Old mam wind started the High Spring' Baptist which

i s an offspring of Alabama, the same as Arbecca* Most

of the f inds are dead now and their family cemetery i s on

the highway just north cf the church about a ceuple of

miles* Robert Serers has that churdh now*

CRAZY SNAKE. CHITO HARJO.

Ghiito Harjo means Crazy Snake in Creek* He was
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t promineit man who wanted things t o stay as they

had been in the pas t . He d idn' t understand i t would be a

benef i t to h i s people, who would hare tii§ir__Qwn..busiaess to

trtMaet* d ida ' t obserre deep enough but just saw the bright

tide he had bees accustomed t o ,

GREEN PEACH WAR,

was l ike Crazy Snake, and San Checota was f s ?

allotment and that was the cause of that war*

CORNELIUS PERHYMAN AND CHIEF PORTER*

I knew* Cornelius Perryman and would go to see him, f i r e

Bi les west of Red Fork* He was a big f l e shy Ban* He and

Ptrter were against allotment as for the Osages* The Osagee

owied the land "plow fltpth" individual ly , but a l l under that

belonged to the whole tr ibe* PerryBan sa id each man should

own the land deep enough to be buried and to hare a water

well* He was a big Ban and couldn't be buried and core red

up at plow depth*

I l i k e allotment but wculd rather hare had i t l i k e the

Curtis B i l l , then there wouldn't hate been a few r i g * and a

le t of poor Creek Indians* All would hare had the sane wealth,



LOOHEY, GX0R(2. INTERVIEW.

258

Thick would hare been right*

SPRINGFIELD

Geerge Sull iran was Clerk at Springfield but I caa»t

t e l l anything about i t except i t was vest of Weleetka.

LIGHT HORSE

The Light Horse guarded the borderland to keep whiskey

from being transported into the Creek Nation* The bottles

were broken" but the men weren't jailed. White men were taken

to Fort Smith before they began taking them to l&iskogee*

Bass Reed was a ISilattt fellow and a good officer*

He nerer killed a man but would go up and tell his business*

He served a long time in this country* (He was a U* S* Marshal

instead of a Light Horseman. G. K*)

Young Indians didn't use tobacco nor drink* The old In-

dians did smoke but they didn't allow the young ones to use

tobaoco in any form* They weren't allowed to drink either*

TREE TRUNK BURIALS OF CREEKS.
By George Looney, Weleetka. Okla*

About a hundred years ago the Creeks l i red in Ti l lages

which were far apart* When a new-bom baby would die, i t was
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BO small that i t d idn' t smell very far and not f a r

enough to be of fens ive in tho T i l l a g e * So they put

i t in a hollow tree and boarded up the*'opening so

nothing could bother the body* Remember, they d idn' t .

hare toola l i k e we ±o now and had to do 'ererything in

the e a s i e s t and yet gpod way.

HAD OWN DOCTORS AMP MEDICINES

They had t h e i r own doctors who made t h e i r Medicines

from herbs and weeds* There was no T* B* among them.

FACE PAJBT •

Bed Clay was used when they wanted red paint for

their faces to get ready for the ball pitying* Powdered

Charcoal from the fire was used for the black on their

faces.

CHSEK TO1KS.

Thlop Thleeco Town is the one I belong to* It is

seven miles northwest of Wetumka and four miles north*

east of Slick*

TIP CHEEK N1GB0 TOWNS*

Canadian Town was between Weleetka and Wetumka

\
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north, of the Baraett Settlement,

Sand Town ——»•• I don't know i t s location*

OLD FASBIDKED MPSICAL IMSTRllffiKT*

They used to make a f i f e out of cedar. Tucker

Barnett had started to make one before he died but

didn't get to f in ish i t . He liTed three-quartera of a

• . i le northeast of B i l l Tiger's house* His wife night have

i t , I don't know*

DIFFERENT DANCES OF CREEKS*

Later they had the Fiddle Dance, which was similar

to the square dance, every Christmas n ight , New Year,

and Old Year* I don't know why they "called i t ••Old Yearns

Day" for i t was exactly seven days af ter the New Year's

Day* They had a t i g dinner and dance*

In the summer they bad the Ribbon Dance* Fetta

Dance, then the Stomp Dance*

BALL GAMES.

This is a Tough game that would kill ordinary people,

but the players take medicine which protect* them frem the

ale*** There never was an Indian killed in a ball game.
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a
but if he would get hit any other time like the one a

a
he got during a game, it would be/different story to

t e l l .

A regular aatoh game ia eetween two towns, from

forty to sixty on each side« There are two goals t

hundred and twenty-fire yards apart made by twe posta

similar to foot-ball goal posts* The ball must be

thrown, between the posts for a score of one* The
this:

winning score is twenty and is kept IJUB*:^ Score Keep - .

era: One for each side sit on the side lines opposite

Mich other with the field between the*. They hare ten.

sticks like pencils and when a score is made they

stick oneup in the ground until ten scores have been

Bade. When the eleventh score is made, they pull one up

and for eaca ether score Bade they pull one up until al l

are pulled up and the twentieth score has been made.

They Jump up and call "Dead" which means "Finished", and

the game is through*

Before the match game, the players stand at their

own goal posts while the others are setting thai* saddles,

horses, shawls, money, silk handkerchiefs, anything and

everything. Then the players march to the center opposite

each other and lay their sticks on the ground. Each man
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and the st icks are counted to see that the sides are

equal* The one who counts them says: **0. K*n and

orders 'the* to pick up the* st icks and stand back, and

tosses the bal l up* There are guards in the center

l ike basketball , ten in the center , five on each s ide ,

another bunch between the st icks and the centers* and

again at the s t i cks , Forwards and Guards* When the

playing i s going on, the women carry water and Gold

Flour Water to the players* Some think the Cold

Flour Water i s the best to. quench the t h i r s t and not

have to drink too much.

f COLD FUTOR WATER.

V
When green corn i s tough enough to she l l , parch to

a brown color* Boll to take the chaff out , put in a

•or tar and pound to a powder* Use one cup, teacupful,

in a gallon of water, two or three teaspoons of sugar if

you like* Soae don't use sugar*

OOOD INDIANS DIDN'T FEAR CYCIDNES*

There weren't so nany cyclones and tornadoes as

there are now* I don' t know of one ever k i l l ing an In*

dian so they d idn ' t fear thaw* One never saw a storm
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c e l l a r in an Indian's yard* They l i r e d under t r e e s ,

sonetinfts had to be out in the storms*

Thoaas Heed l ived east of Hanna and belonged t o

the Hilluby Church* He was i& bd4 when a storm case

and blew part of h i s roof o f f . One of the raf ters caught

on a NO. 9 twine and that held i t from f a l l i n g on him.

He was unhurt.

LEffiHD OF THE STOBMŜ  QRPTffK*

Grandaa and grandpa l e f t and went to the end of the

world* Before leaving they aaid; "When I approach in

clouds I have wings and blow the e v i l ones down."

Three miles north of fe tuaka, west of Wetuaka lAke,

a half mile west of Salt Creek Church, the water t a s t e s

so strong with s a l t that one couldn't drink a drop of i t .

People used t o b o i l i t for the s a l t . _ —^

OWNSD BT A fgf»

Ones l i k e Mpti T iger , Checota, the King, or one in
head of c a t t l e

off ice had froa. a hundred/to four hundred. Father had

seventy-five or eighty head and f i f t y sows and about a
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hundred and f i f t y pigs* They rsn out and increased,

both the cat t le and the hogs*

When they would have barbecue people would come

from f i f ty to seventy-fire miles by oxen and teams*

The fiegular and Town King would have conversation*

The Regular King would have a r a i l fence he wanted

made, the Town King's men would work for a week or

ten days to make the r a i l s and would get their cat t l e

for the barbecue this way*

Jim Baroett, father of Jackson Barnett, now l i v -

ing would buy cat t le between Weleetka and Bookertee

and dri'VB them to Uuakogee to ship to Kansas City*

father helped with the driving*

Some Texas men made an agreement with the head

leaders, an association was formed and thousands of

Longhoms were pastured here* There were no fences so

they just grazed wherever they wanted to* A few of the

Indians got the money.

SCHOOLS.

From 1906 to 1908 I went to the Nuyaka Mission*

John M* Robe was the Superintendent and a good one*
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lira* Francis Robe was a good and kind teacher, but his

sister, Miss Lotta Robe, was cranky, All the teachers I

/had were nice but her* But there is one thing about the

cranky ones; they taught you more for you were afraid

not to know the lessens.

Soas of the boys out stove wood a half hour after

breakfast, .Some of the boys worked in the kitchen, dining

room, bed or school rooms* Every two weeks they would

change and the ones who had been working inside worked out-

tide, milking, feeding, etc* Every Saturday morning the

buildings were scrubbed* Saturday afternoons we had re~

etas, talked, took walks, went to town or wherever we wanted

to go.

After I left Nuyaka I went to Bacone College at

ISuskogee. In these schools English was taught* I have

learned the Creek reading and writing since I quit school.

It was easy, I suppose, because I already talked it*


