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Thoa:ms Clin Sl;am:s. son of Re';:. Georg,e? Shapks and l'ary Ann Shanks, was
brn in Clark County, Yississippi, a;zven miles east of ShuAbuta, on “ovember
R 1867.‘L He caunes of & long line of preachérs. His father was a8 locsal eth-
Bist p'reécher. his patérnal grandfather, Jares Sha;lks, wes & treveling preact
P in the Aaba@ Conference fur many yeers. Rev. James Shanks'! fether wes
liethodist preocher as was his' father, who w;xs converted under the ministry
b John .esley or his workers in I?eland, heving been torn in Dublin. The
hbjec't ‘of this shetch was converted at the sge of nifze. lioc m:ved with his
‘rents to Dixie, four miles north of +hitesboro, Tezas and lived in tnat
prmnity for ﬁwo vears. Then his family moved to Cooke vounty, thirteen

fles southea;;t of Gainesville and/ fou‘r miles wost of Collinsville where

Bomss .1in lived for abbut-ten years, +hile in Mississippi, he had no edu-

Btional advantages,. except in his home, as there were no putlic schools in

s comunity at Dixie in Texes. He attended the achools in his conmmunity

Cooke county-for several years. Eaf'ly in life he felt the call to service

the chu?&ﬁis;d/ runder the px‘cac-'.hing cf Reve J. o Chanke, his brother, he
tted himsslf to God for the work of the ministry, “e securcd further
ucetion at Collinsville sncedemy, ~hitesboro Homai‘\Sc:hool ard later at
uthwester;x university at Georgetowa, Texas

ite was pestor when twenty-one yeers of age, 188S-89, on Tehlequah
rcuit serviing blue Springs, Bald }iill, Crittezﬁden, Pureka end Grand Rivér
cLes, o L

In 1890 et the couference et ‘uskogee, he was ordeined Deacon by

ghop rugene K, Hendrix end admitted on triasl in the Ir“ien #ission Confer-

te of the !sthodist E.pisco‘pal Church, >outh, He served t®c years on the
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;lngfovm Circuit. Then he was sert to the Cameron charge, Just after Te-

e ——

ving this appointment, he was happily married to iiss slice L. ii;htower

Irenlequah, the date being liovomber 24, 1872. The marriage was solomnized

*

the then new brick Vethodist Church by Rev. J. J. Lovett, the restar, who

the step-father of the bride. < s
At Lamgron & paragnape was secured, s churchybu’%lt N and’a rqv’i'valﬂas

K re%ulting in conversions in each of the five appointmerts. The next cone- “

3

nce being held, Thomas (lin was sent to 7ebber's Falls Stetion, He¥e he

charge of a church school, '.ebdber's Falls i\cadamy.‘ .18 work wrs very hard
successful hers., Then to Duncen whore he built a par‘sonare and & church
received ninety-iwo memhere; Next to Checotah where he -aid e et ,uz:ch
, then the church wes blown down and it wes re-built. Inen to “ariette |

he finished & church buildirg; tten to S .awnee where he 1m':rove‘d 8’
onage . and sccured lots on which the magnificent church now stands, Then
jolfenville where he paid & church debt amd eracted a fine five-roomed ~&r-
€. Then to Spiro where he wes the instrument in seving souls. The next
he was in Tishomingo wiere he repzired a pursom}ge anpd as;isted in 2 re~
l.h The next charge was »Lexington, C,_x']ahoma ghere a fine revival wes held
hich turee Homan Catholics v’::are converted and joined tic ethodist L‘n.‘rch.

.4 tne close of the second year, T. C. trensferred to the .1i. Louis

LIunce and-\spent two succéessful years in Malden .tation where he cvefhau.led
paroonage snd had a revival;at the end of the year Le tremsferred to his °
g:o:.t'ere.uce. and was stationed at .fton. The:ce hg went to Vill Creek, af‘tone-‘

)
y -estviile, :eota, Loynton, Vian (3 years), Kiowa (3 years), Allen { 2 yrs,

Lunsan benningtc;n, from whence he moved in 1923 to Tahle;ysh and has lived

sin,c,e; except two 'years at Brages.
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Rov. and u‘.ra. T, C. Shanks have five somns, all of whom have secured
hrt of their education at Tehlequah., L. E. took the course at the Normal,

b., JT. attended, James L., williem and John C. took their i. B. heres

Jemes and \.illiam took their laster degree at eabody and John his at
[;a'ter, Ckla., each has work on his Doctor's degree. James ahd John at
pubia, hew York, and %#illiam at '!‘eabody. i
Reve T, (3. shanks took bis Lgchelor's desree, ~achelcr of Tacred

broture, from the Xugece Bible Universl ty, Pugere (refon.
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