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knk J . S t i l l -,
eld Worker Interview: Thomas Olin '.hanks

Thomas Glin Shanks, son of Bev. George thanks and t'ary Ann f.hanks, was

ra in Clark County, l / i ss iss ippi , seven milee east of Shutota, on November

, 1867. He comes of a long l ine of preachers. Hio father was a local *'eth«

iet preacher, h is paternal grandfather, Janes Ghanks, was e travelinp preacl

in the /dabaiaa Conference for nany years. Rev. Janes Shanks' father was

i'ethodist preacher as was h is fa ther , who was converted under the ministry

John .eslcy or his workers in Ireland, having been torn in Dublin. The

bject of this sketch was converted at the age of> nine, lie m:ved with his

rents to Dixie, fo^r miles north of ..hitesboro, Te/-as and lived in tnat

irmanity for two years . Then h is family rooved to Cooke county, th i r teen

les southeast of Gainesville and/ four miles w©et of Coll insvil le where

. l in lived for" abbut-ten years, '..hile in Miasiscippi, he had no edu-

tional advantages,. except in his home, as there were no public schools in

8 community at Dixie in Texas. He attended the schools in h is consounity

GooRe County for several_jtear©. liarly in l i f e he fo l t the c a l l to service

tife church end under the preaching of Hev. J . • Lhanks, h is brother, he

tted himself to God for the work of the ci inistry. "ie secured further

iucation at Coll insvil le academy, V.hitesboro Normal School and l a t e r a t

uthrcer.tern university a t Georgetown, Texas " ,. ;
j

iie was postor when twenty-one years of Bf;e, 18fi8-89, on Tahloquah

rcuit servii.g blue Springs, Bald H i l l , Crittenden, Eureka and Grand River
*

Ir. 1890 at the conference at ;tuskogee, he ^ao ordained Deacon by

[shop Eugene R. Hendrix and adnitted on t r i a l in the In lian feUssion Confer-

Be of the ?.«triodist Episcopal Church, oouth. He served two years on the
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ngtown Circui t , Then he was sei.t to the Cameron charge^ Jus t a f te r r e -

ring this appointment, he was happily married to " i s s Alice L. Hirhtower

Hahlequah, the date being .iovomber 24, 1802. The marriage was solemnized

the then new brick Methodist Church by Rev. J . J . Lovett, the Faa^o*, who

steD-father of the b r ide . •<- - • " . ' • • •

At uame.ron « paraona^e was secured, a church bu'flt, andL"a reVival was

I resulting in conversions in each of the five appointments. The next con-
ft i

mce being held, Tb.OT.ac Olin was sent to 7.ebber»s Fa l l s Stat ion. Here he

charge of a church school, '. ebber 's Fal ls Academy. I:is work w^s very bard

successful here. Thon to Duncan whore he bu i l t a parsorare and a church

received ninety-two members, St.xt to Checotah where he rsid a church

i, then the church was blown down and i t wes r e - b u i l t . "Ihen to " a r i e t t a

ro he finished a church building; tt.en to S .awnee where he improved a'

30nag"e.and secured l o t s on which the magnificent church now stands. Then

iol^er.ville where he paid a church debt ar*i' erected a fine five-rooned -ar-

ige. Then to bpiro whore he was the instrument in saving souls . The next

he was in Tishomingp wliore he repaired a parsonage and assisted in a r e -

. The next charge was Lexington, Oklahoma where a fine revival tsas held

ihich tiiree i<oiian Catholics were converted and joined tl.e etho<!ist t-h, .rch.

. t tne close of the second year, T. C. transferred to the . t . Louis

ce and. spent two sucfiesoful years in Maiden J ta t ion where he overhauled

parsonage and had a revival ;a t the end of the year he transferred to his

conference and was stationed at ,Xton. Iher.co he went to Vi l l Creek, r tone-

L, -es tv i l l e , x.eota, Doynton, Vian (3 years) , Kiowa (3 years) , Allen ( £ y r s .

Luttscn Lonninjiton, frora whenc© he moved in 1023 t o Tahle^ah and has lived

sinpe, except two years at Bragga*



Hov. and Mrs. T. C« Shanks have five sons, a l l of t?hom have secured

r t of their education at Tahlequah. L. £• took the course at the formal,

# t J r . attended* Janes L., v.illioin and John C. took their A. B. here>

r James and V.illiam took their !.:aeter degree at, r^abody and John his «t

lweter, Ckla., each has work on his Doctor'& degree. James and John at

Bible, New York, end William at Peabody. '

Rev* T, 0« Shanks took bis L$chelor*s degree, "echelcr of "acred

ireture, fron the Eugene Bible University, Bugere Crefon,


