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BIOGRAPHY OF Er. Clarence L, 'Sherman _.
501 West ‘Elm Street . ,
-~ Enid. Oklahoma -t T,

. BORN‘ - Near- Oekaloosa "'Ja,he.aka County, Iowe
-, PR - Dec-mher 22, 1865

_ s DaRsNIO Fathar, walter %arman, New York State
~ . Do not know exact -birth place ~
p sother, Nancy !arton, Ohio. Lother
' married in Ohio, . ° ) o
. 1 had- two brothers, - 'ualcera

Also, two half brothers, on my fathar B

-~ pide who were Quakers
. Father very strong.
Fabher wes & quaker.
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STORY OF CLARENGY L, SHERMAN.
» . , * o~

by people were from Sngland. They settled first in
~ the east, later both famili.os came to Iowa wbere my fathar and

mothor wera married. and 1 was born. 'Ilt yoers. ago. My father was

o

veory strong. He would go to the timber ta. get wood, with three
P

" yoke of oxen. ?ihen he could not lift the front wheel for the

-

loud, it we.s time to go home.

-

) ”*Je boys in‘%lowa' used to talk aboﬁt ﬁglmn'g Indi‘a.ns, and

as it turned out, in spite of my Quaker parents, I hter became -

e
-~

e
Soldier. The third and twenty-third infantry had charge of

T
A;-' -t

rogisurati.on, they divided inp agua.ds. I was in the third on ’ X
.~ $he. south side. One on eitif'side of the strip. I was éta‘bionod_;:
- &t Urlando,, 45,000 wers rogiawﬁ%a by Trmrdsy n:,ght‘, 'l‘he rxm
began Saturday noon September 16, but ‘before that the crpwﬂ mu
gathered and soms amusing inocidents ocourred. “Soldier, lhéutod ’

some one, “tharo m some men going 1:: on horubac)t" ‘ “A dirty

-
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triok",.cgid the seézeant, "go back to sleep, din?. He know it wa;”
no use foé infantry to try to stoy thom'towacdlﬁigyt;'on their
-horses. VWater sold for & penny to & nickel & oup.- But'fou could
get it fresh in'a slough, ' ; L.

Gambling was prevalent.- They hed one game they played

with three English Walnute and a pea.s *The gano wa; to £ind ﬁho‘
poa; . Some nen wers fingering their guna. "Whet's the matter® shout~
ed the sergeant. "This man 1oannd.mo twenty dollaro and,I won
elghty in the shell game’fiow he wantssome of thowinniggs. 1 offer-

_ ed to pay him the twenty.’ "Get off the strip or 1'1l have you in
the guardhou;o.“ coﬁmontod the officor.

| Soms of the officers or U. S, liarshalls I knew were
Bi1l Tilghman, and Bud Ledbetter. BALL wels killed at Croswell.,
by Wiley Lymn, o U. 8. Marshall. Bill wad an offider in the oil
field. Lynn killed Tilghman becausq he w#s Jeslous. He waﬁ
chargéﬁ with not enforcing t}® law. nlthough one of the bravest
anévcoolost of officer, Tilghmen, had bsen used to wide open son=
ditions such «8 used to exist, and iynn contended he did not enforce
the law, a8 Lynn was of s ;trieﬁer disposition.
A coupla of men by the nume of laruthers and Ballcw got |

in a serape. DBallew went up the steirs of the Turner Hotel and sald .
he would shoot the firht min who came up the stairs. When Bub
ledbetter heard it, he said that he would be over. He laid m. guns
oown and walked aup the stairs, bginging baok Ballew under arroat.
Ballew did not mind being arranted byt he did object to being mobbec

by the Caruthers gang. Some called Ledbetter a coward for laying

down his guns but I think he used good sense.

- ) IR
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At another time I was with Eud who was with a posse charged
with capturing s bunch of outlaws. The outlaws were l.oca.tod/'on the
Illip9in river. They wers at a dance. %mntod to fire into the
house myaelf, but B31L saids "Thare are a lot of innoceni people

thers, you go and cut loose the outlawc horse,_and olub tham, and

. L

bean any guard they have" o~

When they heard the horses ata.t;xpoding the out'laws made for
the door. "Drop them guns", Bud -;r‘olled', "We caught the whole ‘nine
and had them tled witl; tresh chains in a jiffys (A thesh chain is
ons which has something whiech f@om to one leg and arm and a long
c&in on the aother end which can be fastensd to a wagoﬁ wheel. or

o~

boat.

I knew Bill Doolan and Bill DgltOn. Heck Thomas shot ‘

"Bi},i Dooland from en mb@h for-the reward.

~_One tine I was steying at.the home of Price karlow with
my wife. He (nariowi' had 300 acres of hay. "Some one is sdttiifg
your ‘hay on fire", I said. He had sbout 300 scres of it. The } -~
Dalton outlews set about 50 stacke afire. Thers were about 40 in
the gang it seemed. EL] thought they woalé come up to. the house and
if they had we would hav&pappered them. We had the ladies go do\m
in the basement and vere ready for them, but.they stayed away.

p,I can remembsr when the post offices ‘oarrielgi a noti;)t of
$30,000 to $50,000each fcn: reward for the arrest' of Jesue Tames
Cole Youﬁgar, John Younger, Jim Younger and Fpank James. Joses
-Janes was killed at St. Joe, Missouri. Both Frank Tames and ks -

mother t0ld me this was true. Hls mother sald "Jeass is dead,
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would I Iie about my boy?" Their mother lmtoﬁ 'y P:lllorton vith .
Y bittor hatrod. The Pinkerton Dotootivo Agonoy sent men j.xi 3
the utlnwa country to secure tho big rewards. Thomovor cm;*rbu‘;;
'rhopo outhg were -pocfc/gulur and #id things, far braver than Kimes .
or modern ovilaws. } - - k ’
The Jaltons were killed at Ostt\oyﬁllo. Siaoa; atoyd at
_ & livery stable and’ shot them down as they were in o stroet £4gnt
M and such fights can not stop until thoy are fought out. While I
am opposed to tho daath pemlty and huo ‘often been ro,jooted from
juries on this accouut I do boliove in enforoing to the le%tor the
laws. ws have. There is too muéh 10n19noy now,
P41l Tilluin was in on the teking of two"!omcn datlavs.
_.Thess were Cattle Annio‘o.-nd Little Breeches koDermst. Both wereout-
lavs and oattle rustlersand had gango. The caught Annie fi¥st. “Hold
her thilo I 5ot MoDermot" said B.ll. She -tarted firing. Bill rode
right up and immk put his arm around her a.nd m-tod her smoking gun
right ont of her ?E&ﬂ@o She still had two aholl- in the gun when i_:o
captured her. She io;ggh'b 1ike § wild eat. _8he was a fair shot.

Sho could put a Winchostor on her hip and hit tho,mnter of a target

¢

300 ya.rdo away, nino tmo out of ton. ~

One time & nogro doputy by the name of Bass Reeves had

the choic; of ‘aomo routine worl; or of capturing a black man who had

killed a fellow to;' 2 bale of oottt;n. “let Sherman and Adams go. to
‘ Muskogee and serve thd' p{a;ion" e said as he aid mn want to get
‘mixed p with white folks. "I will go and get this man or bring

" hie boots." When w ntumd ho had his nan 1:: the ngon" © What

happened” . e : -
N *"9 WO aaked. ",11 o .. E
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he got ine 103 cab:ln and started firing at me, 80 ,I had to kill h:lm.

— ~.

‘v

sedd the colored officer.
- I have ridden in cavalry charges and have been in several

battles. In the regular erzy aorvice ’ I was in Biexico whap Gardia
~ wes out cousing trouble egainst Diasz, twt ebout the worst nesses ‘I a
ever got into were the Apache Indian giths. They wore not ontiraiy

Al

pacified wven after Geromimo was catured. Soze wanted to '%urn
Ge:onimo ‘lgose but }: was 80 war like even the Indiens tHem selves
opposed this and threatened.to kri.;lﬁhim he was so wardike. Ye wers
‘folloving a bunch of Apaches near Needles, Arin‘é‘na? They; wore about
;ac mean & bunch of men as I ever knew. They would kill shiep Just for
the fuy of it. They hung a woman up ‘on & meat hook from the back of
her hend. When we got there ghe wag dead, A §anguard went ehead and
abopped three iime due %0 other @rty work. Tl;ele Indians did too
terrible for us to know about. - N (
¥hen we came up on the bunch they were ca.mpcd 1n a bnnoh o! -
willows., ¥é begged tv attack. But were ordersd %o wait till morning.

At daylight we evooped down cn them. Driving right through the camp.,

_m_,uy_horss knockoiagainst & teepee. Two Indians eano out, Ope ¢f them

had a long hatchet T raiged up in my atirrun and came dorn on him.

I did not wait to see whother I had wounded him or not.- After the
battla the report was made ouf. Some body seid “Yon had bcttor not
aond in thet statement of dsad and wounded as they will think wo are
too rongh with them aut hers” *That was in the days of Genoral Hiles,
and a very gentle policy toward all Indiens was edvooated in the east.
So tho ofﬂo.tal report went in with only about three Indians k:lllod a.nd

seven Indians wm.d.

’
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e Anothor time tho medieine men had perausded about half of »
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_the Apaohw”thatihby nhould not go to schoo? “The éovernmontqqaid
théy'muit ell gc. "The objoctora"wero,tn ab dy on & hilly Tho

oificer Harry Huott, in charge of the squad I was wdth called three

_,"a-—’

amen to o with him He walKed right up the hill in the presence ot

all.thoae Apachea end seized the _cause of the trouble, the mddioine

o

man. One ahov of weoknese on his part and,we wgyld all have been

maseaortd. If the officer had gone down, they would havﬁ killed a}l

[ the rest of us, : ' ‘ et ‘ ’

= -

w3
N

. There were so usny men far braver than I was thet I dislike
telling many‘;f nmy experiences, 1 was gerpeamt in tho-U. S, Army,gnd_
“held a Captain's commission in reru, with the Feruviens. I saw
fouftoen éonthg of fiéhting on the Tacna=sricna border a desolate ~
Icountry.but.which maymail end gold., |

| I think however that we should do in this country as they
do .in Canada end sngland. There they have n? parden and parole -

boards but if & man is ssntenced for ten years, he will have to serve

ten years. The officers should be backed up and the laws on our statuie

Books should be enforced. ’ . .
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