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The Story of Ceptain “alter bates es o
Given by his/ deughter Mrs, Ruth Shenkle, 607 N.B.
Street, Muskogee to Miss Ella M. Robinson, Fiém
resoarch workere April 17, I937 ) -

1

- My father wéh bo’n in New_York City in~1818, the Qéﬂ
of one of three brot ers who~ emigrated to the United States
sbout the beginning/ﬁf the Ninéteenth century, The br@thers,~ .
-after 1anding in New York separated, two gpiag South and cng

remaining in New York. Ther néver sew nor heard of each

ﬁi ey
i- .

gther again. \y fether mede his h--.e in New York City., At

. the dge of 17 in-1835, he in compdny with & party of‘men,tﬁenf
“‘? = i : P 4 } : N
to California waking the trip in ox wagons. I do ndt remember

- »

how many ronths théy were on the waey or any of their gxXper= T

‘iences en route, He stajed there during the gold fever and

A}

engared in rining, Aft“r the excitement of the f1d rush wag

over, he returred to the East and located at J‘erre Haute, Inde
isna, where he was merried., Two children were born to them,

both dying in infancy. Then bis wife died aad he cene west '
1ocating at Carthage, Mo, There he was married to Miss Susie_

¥

Thonpson who was my mother, e daupnter of a wealthy Virginia
family. Her mother's family had disinherited the itrl because
ny grandmother had marr;ed & poor man. My'father ?ought a

. steamboat called the "Adelia" that-plied ‘the Vississippi river
between 5t. Louis and ét;‘Paul. He was oeptain of the boat and

v, In
"

thet was how he aciuired the title of Captein. It wes not a
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militany“tftle. 'Arter'suqcessrully operating the boat for
. b .

geveral yesrs, he solé it and moved to‘éritol, Loxas. _Here
he built a log cauin home in vkich I was born in 1868, They

o

v

i'ived there-during ‘the entire period of tbe Civil “ar, But

he did not serve in eitker army. XA college wag afterwards
established on the yrounds, ahere the cabin home stcod and

‘ 4

I was privilaged to be present when the buildings were ded~
fcated., )y father than moved to c;ncinnati Arkanaas, and
engaged in the mercantile business.\\

His oontemporetfes in busineas we\e captein F. B, SﬁVERS,
;. Ce Trent,yforemer Juskogeean and A mr.\“hields, brother=in=-
law of Captai; Severs, who later estahl;éﬁed g2 store at Shiekd- J
ville, whe.e tgé present town of Okmulgee now stends., My
father had @ iargg patronage from the Cﬁerokee Indians ﬁho
0a.:8 acr;sé tle 1ike to trade with him, They drew money
known as Heedrxght or Eresd money and they ren credit accounts
in anticipatiaﬂ of tné.iayments. In tx ¢ way ke became mg~ R
quainted with a lerge nu-ber of Cherokees, John wuson, a--i-
prow1nené';}‘fahlexuah pegsugéed ny father to move to Tahe
leguak. In 1&30 he locsted st TeXleinah and entqréd'the'hotgl

end livery business. He b, ercted a stace line from Tehlsqush

to Ft. Gibson and also had & contract for carrying the mail, ..
During. the tine when the Cherokes National Council was in

.8ession at Tahlequah, the hitel was crowded to its fullest
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cepacity. The stage was a Lqrge,pﬁfeé-aeated corveyance, carry-

B . &
153 nine passengers aid the drt ér with large racks et the backs

-~

for bagsags. They drove frur big horses tn it, #s there was
no reilroad except the K-ty in this part of tte cruntry, every-
one neving business at Tar’exush travaled by‘sta;e. After a

3

fer yerrs he s1d it tle business et Tahle~ush 2rd woved to
Ft. Gibeon, rentiss tie %o 8 Hotel fro- Yrs. 411112~ Bogg and
ssns. Taeatoé neer the Ifon Mountain de~ot, There were sir
childrea lLorn %> my parents, two of whor are living, In 1894,

t

I was marriod to Dr. J. !, Foy in Texas, My oldest son, Betes,
waa torn Qctober 18956, ﬁr. Foy died Jenusry 1897 leaving me
With & 16-zonths old tsby, In 1€25 T married ¥r. Shankle who
died in Zecerler 1900.' Joha S., my youngesat son was‘born ¥arch
1301 =0 @ frur months sfter the desth of his father. In 1903
f noved to wagoner, Indian Territhy, «here I starved for three
years end with my two 1ittle boys caxne to Muskogee in 1906
whe;e I was alle t; sec) e euployment. The firs$ - Hllar that
.waa'earned, hoquar, after c?min; o xuskoéee, was earned by
my‘}ittle‘son Betws by 8;171ng papers on‘tbe streata, A AMr,
Léwis, a2 kind-heerted men who had charge of the newsboys
heard in s0.e way thet I hud a iittle boy and was in need of
work. He ocewe to the house and asked me {if the boy mfght sell

papers for him, Aud he went to work the next day and earned

& dollar. I think that was the biggest doll'r I ever saw and
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wénf‘tho tarthereqt. Hhen Bates was ten years old he got

a job on the railrosd thatjran trgm Wagoner to Dustin. I

Sty

am sure the President of the' road didn't Teel half so im~
portant as Qid my 1ittle son., He etfended St JoserThs

* College in Muskogee, end vorked evenings and saturdays.
At the ege of 15 he went to work for Mr. 0. B. Revelle,
a large real estate holder in Muskogee. Here also: he
workad;ovenings and Saturdays fdr two yearé. When. he was
17 years old Mr, Révelle took hiﬁifg ~anvitle, North
Carblina,.whero he :orked for him and Bates attended
night school until he’cémpleted a prescribed codrse.' He

" then was e;gaéed by a Chemicai compahy and gent to Little
Rock, Arkensas, as‘Assietant Mangger o} a plgnt where they ‘
:manufactured high explosives, When the "orld ¥ar closed
iﬁ 1918, he was sent to New Yb?k éity'to close. up other
p}ania.ilboﬁpleginé‘ﬁbis vork he went into the ser#iéo of
the bity‘National Bank of New York. There they. gave a
courss of ihtgnsive training including seversl foreign

languages in preparaigoﬁ for foreign service. When he was‘

b

ready they sent him to Buenos Aires, South America, a#

;: manager of the Oredit Department of a bank owned by the
: pnil

Company.* After having been there tﬁree'yegrs he was sent.

/

to the west coast of South Americe to take over another o
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bank. A{ter oompl&tigg'nis work\t@ere theyicalled=h1m pﬂ?&,;
" to New York, He saileﬁ'@hat same thn:ugh the cenal and:
returned .to New Ybrk* There he wau ofrered a poaitxon with
~the Chemical Bank and Trust Company or New York. Citév with
en-advance in salary. He nas been connected with Ehe in-
v

~‘ot Assistant vid%-president. He is sent abroéd
/

" year to inetall banks end- inspeet those in Oparﬁtian. He

/
by his own efforts together with what early training I

atifution for the past ten years and now occupiez the office
W

ice a

was able to give him, .hes advanced from e 11t le newsboy,
selling papers on the streets of Muskogee egr}y and lete in
all kinds of weather to the position he now %olds, Ags't. |
Vice-president of ore of the largest inatitutions of 1ts
kind in New York City. Hebis‘marriéd end é%kes his home
th;;a. My son John S. was five yearé old wﬂen we moved to
Muskogee. He too ettended St. Joseph's College end worked
in vacation snd Saturdeys for Mr, Revelle, ‘At the beginning
Q( the war he Join;d the Navy and served thfough the entire
period of the war: After he was discharged from t#q service
he went.to Fresno, California end was employegiby an elece |

P AN
" trical Company, leaving them to taske a more lucretive position

*

with the Reynolds Tobacco Co., as that required his absence

from home ,:he resigned and took a position with the Peabody"

(K ad
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Electrical Compsny of Muskogee where he remeinéd until the

L

‘company dissolv ed. He was then engeged by the -Chrysler
Ausomovile Compeny of ?iuT-i« ogee, where he 1s now employed.
He recently qualified for the 100 ¢lud which i8 composed of
th%best 100 men in the employ of t‘he com-any. He merried

| -

Miss Marie Enott and mekes bis hoe in Muskogee,

[ B )



