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INTERVIE® WITH ELIZ\ HARDRICK
320 Seuth Thirk Street,
Vinita, Oklahoma,

HY nane s Kliaa Hordrick, I live at 320 Third Strest,

Vinita, Oklahoma. I was born at Salina, Cherokee Natiom,
Indfen Terrifory, in Ostober 1860,

My father's name was Mose ﬁudriek Ross, and my mother
wag nsmed Patisnce Ross, Iy grandfatherts nams was Silas

Ross, and my gwsndmother's name was Winnie Ross. #e all

belonged to Louis Ross. before: and during the Civil éiar.
There were so many slaves, who belonged to Louis Ross,

who had ny fatherts neme Mose, that he adopted the name of
Hardrick, and after he was set free, he just RKept the neme
of Bar@ricks That kept me from drawing land with the rest

of the slaves of the Cherokee poople;
ROSS SHIPS BOAT LOAD OF SBAVES

My gandfather told me that 1% was about 1838 that

Louis Ross ehartered a beat and uhiypod' Live hundrid slaves

from Georgia %0 Fort Gibsom, Indien Territory, He sald the
boat w:s in charge of Dan Ross, and that Louls Ross had came
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on shead and had gettled on a plangation in Saling distriet,

Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, where the present sits of

Salina is now leoeated,
Be naid I.0:2is Ross met the hoat with an armed guard of

full dblood Indians and ox wagons and took ttemto his plantation
in Saline dfstrict. Here/ :ot of the slaves were sold to other
Charokees in the Nation, and a lot of them he kept to farm eand
rua the salt works, which he later opsrated.

Hy father was six years old when he landed at 'rm Gibsone
Be said his uncle Georgs Ross got s0 seared when he landsd™at
Fort Gibson and saw all of thess full bloods with guns that
he broke and ran, and got amy, mnd they never did hear of
hinm eny more,

SLAVES SET FRER
My father told me that both Chief John Ross, mé his

brosher, Louls Ross, went nolth with the soillars who set us

fres, and that he last saw Louis Ross at Baxter Springs, Kensas
where the soldiers turned us looses He said the Indimns were

having troudle among themselves, and both the Ross's thoug't
it time for them to leave, and they took that meams of getting

—out- of-the countrys He said they both yame bsck as soom a8 the

War was over.
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Georgs Ross, one of the slaves, took sick et Bexter

Springs, Kepsas, and held us baek from going on north for
two or threc days. He died inside of three days and we
buried him at Butgr Springse. Then we went on t0 near
Fort Saott, where the soldiers told us we r;ould bs protected
from the southern goldiers, .

The soldiers left us ox tesms ahd' wagons to g0 on
with, 2nd also a kot of furniture snd over five hundred

head ‘of cattle whigh they had taken from the Indiems. As
wintor was eoming on and we had no way of feeding them, my

father said they only took a few milk cows and ox tesms.
They were afraid of being caught with all that #ine furni.
ture ao they brc;ko up & lot of it at Baxter Springs and
left it thc;ro_. He sgid they also turned loose something
11ke five hundred head of cattle and that soms of them went
vaek hame, so that the Kensas farmers got & lot of them and
kept them, ’ |
PS_IN KANSAS AMONG SLAVES
My father said there wus .no ond to the hardahips the

slaves went through in Kensas after thoy were set fres.
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The wiaters were oxceadingly 0old and work was scarge,
and wages wers practically nothings He said they had

40 40 a lot of work to get & little loﬁathins to eate
Thers wes a drguth in Kensas while we vere there
and fhers was sg@arcely uay ¢orn raised at alle The price
went so high the slaves could not afford to buy 1%, and
they eame near to starvings He uﬁ they were zlad whea

they could get baek to the territorg.




