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Nannje Lee Burms ’ s
Investigator
April 12, 1928

Interview with lirs. k. A. Seymour,
.Commerce, Okleahoma.

=

—
My father wes nldridge Lrown, a vyendotte, torn in Kansss .

"ard m& mothe; vas Lélinda’Lallace, e white womén, torn snd rear-
ed in Jowa. ~Mytparents vere married in Iows end l:ter came with
the Zanes, the Longs snd the Kobiteilles to the .yandotte nstion
here. There wé?e no houses’«nd my rerents steyed at the home of"
Mrs. hafy Ann Zane,who tujlt the first house bu;lt by & iyan-
dotte in the valley whe-e the town of .yendotte now is. They
femained in her home until my fsather could build é small log

house,consisting of a log room with 2 box lean-to,on the spot

‘where Frank Robitajlle now lives in the rortheast pari of

—

T

Wyandotte. ’\\\\A\ S

My older brother sné sister were born here but my

L
parents, needing money, movecd to uaxter 3prings, :ansas,where

'.Faﬁher secured employment for & short while and it was while

.. they were living here on February 23, 1879,that I was born. My

parents moved back to the home at 'vandotte when I wes but a few

»

"weeks old 2nd farmed. that yeer. The "Tisco railroad was built

-
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through my father's land when it en}ered the .yandotté valley
‘whereJthe village.of wyandotte was to be anc the switch called P
then the "Shewnee 3witch" wes built on my father's land.
Before the establishing of .yandotte, our community héd
received i1ts mail et the pl-ce where the railrosd crossed the
3pring and Grand Bivegi'west of this place and the nizn »ho .
tended the water tark for the trains was t#e pos-uiuster =nd
the post office was called Grand River. Aftcr the establisﬁ—
mert of the Shawnee Switch the towvn of !yandotte was laid out

and the post office was moved to a smgll frame store tuilding

on the south side of the ratl-remd track just north of the

4

plece where the iyandotte city jeil now stands and alfred ©

“

Mudeater, a son-in-law of Charlie Zobitaille who reh the store

=3

in this building, became the poéthabter. ..t thet time the

valley where the town is locsted was ell prairie and there

~ .

was no timber on the hills a£6unu the tovm but the hills that
surround the town are now covered with a growth of timber. I &
do not think that they peid my father snything fbr the righé—" é;;
of - way for the railroad. Aicng this right—df—way was the .

“principal road through the country «nd {t came from %inita

and followed the right-of-way into Seneca; %&ssouri,which - e
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place:- was then our principal trading point.
The .yandotte lission School was then locaied on the.
land north of the hill wheré phe buildings ;re now located
and at the time I sterted to school there was only one smg}l
two story frame building and ; few other small buildings.
Léter they purch-sed from my father th%;present site of the
buildings which was my mother’s len¢ and moved the buildings
up the hill to their present location. I was en%olled here
when very young «nd attended school heré urtil I was eiéht-
years old when I went with Janie Zane to the -hite Institu@g
at .abash, Indiara,where I remeined two yearé and again enter-
ed the .yandotte Missjon school ss a pupil and later went to
-~ Haskell for three yesrs. After my school days I worked in the
'lazndry at the ﬁyandotte‘M1ssiqn School for three years.
I was married to K. .. Seymour on_}une 7th, 1893; he was
born’ in I}linois in 173 near the town.‘Tfanklin: His mother
ﬁad Cherokee blooq bﬁt they never atterioted to prove their rights
.here and when & young man ﬁe had come to this country. e settled
in “yandotte and lived there until we moved to Commerce sixteen‘
years ago. iy father kldridge Erown was tﬁe chief of the Wyan=-

dottes at thé time of his death about-twenty years ago. He spoke

e

o

%
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four- languages besjdes unglish-- Wyandotte, Seneca, Shavnee
and Quapaw. Mother passed on ten years ago and I am not very
well versed in the history of- my people a@s I have spent most

of my girlhood days in school where I had no occasion to hear

.

the events discussed.



