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" E - O ' H A T T S - C H - K A K. RJD CLAY,"

— •*""**?•

:3'AH INTERVI 7/ OF J
Age p a s t SS'-yrs.'t Tr iba l Town
( tul?/a)^unknown« Ol:ehah, ol- la . '

r Bi . 1 i e Byrd, Fi el d. v/o'rl: er
iadian-pioneer History
11-10-37

early Indians 'before tl^eir civilization

used "different methods of uarliing tfiei.;selv.es to ;

i.ici:e tho.iselves an'd their tribal ..embers distinrjuish-

able from other tribal town ueubers especially of

ail ene.iiey,'and i t was i.iostly duria^ soue suall war

or uprisings that the si;;,n's we're used".

There were such things used from roots> certain
r '

I

/.in \ of berries* certain plants -and the rare red

clay v/ai ch \7a3 found in what was eliev'ed to be some

sacred and secluJed spot. ' %> .

3very Indian* was not r.-riv»iet e*l to jo near th'e""

place \vhere tiie red clay could be obtained uatil there

h .d been fpur day$ of fasting .aid tiie t.C:inc of the

eaetic r i tes had been, per forced. ;: either was the

clay used by anyone or ,;ust for any tiling but only for

so. e speci fie purpose* rind' tiiat, not until i t had been

>yat throu h soue r i te or i t cpuld not be U3ed to' ad-
- s

van t ic© by any oriei , -
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The red clay being coTi'side-red aacred and*

.very powerful had to be given certain treatment

or else i t wouldn't benefit the pos-sesuor but

would cause bodily harm. The certain treatment

was oiven only through the possessor of. the red

clay, staying up *tll ni^ht «iti.out "'sleep and ;:oi

wi tiiout, eating for several days "is well u,snot

driiiliin.; any sort of liquid, i t v/as similar to

the Iivest6c: which have to be fed in order to

.̂ ive o.r ha/e sluul.ij of jood results in their m>r\i
r

and that was tiia sa..;e rejardiu^ the red clay to

expect i t 3 power to ;vorl:. Durinw Uie ward* i t was

the l e i Jer of the t r ibal tovna or tribe tiiaV furnished

tiie ;vv^^i sh..,e-it for strenjtheiiin^ Uie red clay to

oLtain- tiie proper .uid best results, Althougli any

op_6si;i{3 sides would probably hecv-e used the red clay>

but tne possessor of the stro:. er, the one who had

tal:en the ;?ro; er c \re of t!ie red clay was usually the

stronger in any dispute.

the red clay '-einj relied upon was also feared

because of the- bodily h:\rzi that i t could do .to i t s
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possessor i£ i t was not properly nourished and .

given1 the y.ro^er care and troatuent.. I t caused
•A

tiie swelling of tne body ut anyp lace , ' the swelling

would *rovv un t i l t.:e s :̂in bursteu.

I t was not used only in ti..es of war but i t

,7.is useu by single pei JO^IS to I.A.O rove-1 e, to cause K
- * "*•

any deadly uissiJLes to Oo in..\ v.ro.. ^co'irse or to\

\vi £ch ...an or , o...ei"U •rne-l.i;ii r.ui ...cii u se ' Liu red

clay to a t t r ct the attention of-v;o..:en 4 tho jh not

Tor serious .urpo^es as iLe ..oy,3» of t.te-red cluy

would worl: into the ;vo...a.i oo a3 to "c.use her txxiily

h ir..; s ;vell as ..lental anjuish'. - liiese i.ieiit-il <$i uishes

we:id often drive a v/o..:oii or v.in ins.-me or c.^ise an

early death. All Ihese ." 3 not resulted fro::: *"beino .the

;-ossesso'r only but to acco.jjlish V:1.ese pov.ers had to

result through j;oi..g t.iro. L':- ti:c rites.:md incant .tibns

of a medicine raan. The t r i o..l i.;edi cine ,:en would not

do tr.es Uii-gs for a a .all fee bi> t "\ ^ay^ent of a

i;.r-$ fee L;,d" to' be ..lade-.

Tiiis. r&d clay i-n- bei -,/ used ,&'-\ v/ar sign by a

t i in t r ice -.VJS a l . v s a ^ l ied in a \:-xj th > t could
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b e - e a s i l y . ui U n r e a d i l y reco3ni;;.©tjl by any member o f

respective towns a-id was applied either to the body»

head feathers and ornaments, to tlie bows and arrows*

c::.ap si tats, face, an.13 and weapons of any kind. They

.,ere marked in identical ways th t was kno\wi by tl>.e

,..e... OXAS "of one town or t r ibe .

Cho Yahola was one of the older p:Jians that had

co..e fro./ tlie old country and he told of taking part

or was in the ."e-cha-te-ck-a". p|?u-l 9-bo~thar' i3 a
* ' s

Musko-^Ge-Creek wpri tha t embraces a "vine a r a in i t s *

irse' -vid ..iQ.\:ii'-i£ fee-guase i t can oe used '.:her. i t has

no .roi'erence*. to on'e c e r t a i n tSiiir- cii t th • t there a l -
- •

' '.7fi,.rs hiiU to l̂ e two thin :s or si do s. i t referred to

op^Oii-entSt eneuie'Si foe3 or the ether gj.de whether of

persons, natio .8 or th-e tribal v..idian' tovviis, "Itie white

...cui w:,; the ."tu-le-boa-tiia" to tiie Indians in the ea.;ly

days. Tl̂ ere v/ris this feeling even in the tribal towns

of two or aore divisions^—a feeling of unfriendliness.

'?he f i rs t Indians cai.ie to the Indian Territory»

lived through those f i rs t days in tlie new h ..ie, took

p-irt in and lived through the days of the Civil ;var .

vid saw i t s close to becoue old cuid ,;rey headed. These

were the ones, who could tell ...any things if they would.*
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To those tha.t were born in the Indian Territory

were anxious to •learn of the reuoval .md v.-hat tlie

tal&» "I took >art in • e-eha~ te-ol:--a» V/iean*» t* I t

scunded strange» a distant ar:J un':Ao\m topic as"well"

•\s Uein^'now but tlie old '.veyo firm in their belief

that t ie younger in :ia • o siioul.* not as!: pes t ions*

b».;t were l e f t to pu::.:le a-iJ .o'ider over .umy tiriujo

t ' t t!tev overheard t'A.e\r elders tal-.in^ .;btjut. i b

as tiie removal* 'eatlis of friend^d:id fa-.ily, separations

•v.1 ' J-'.O ?vfferl:e of the re..^v.}l t!*at had caused tlie

shattered bâ : iness of ...a:v/, of fio.olaer indiaiis

ai* wieir heiAts aiii ..;iids .-.ere of tlie old :iones

t - . t i t v;\s no a ŝ  tl.ins to tall: about l i f e ii; tie""

I t v;as ol'o'Yohola t.:at .told cf ilie echatccjvci time

«̂ s he lia i t.'.:en ^i- 't in i t . re/r....o been, deal c lcns3

.jv}!st be in a direcoion soutli.jst fr. . :".e'~iah T' I:ia!:0Ma»

but. 'iio ~r ve site"

This "e-ch/.L te-lc!:-a! ti .e n7;:3 an uprisi G trJcen

part i.i -j,- several tov/ris, ?h.i reu cl-\y './us ased to

;.ix:e ide:itification i.art:s of t^eir \vou4on8i face u,<&
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body. He was on the side that used the red clay

as markings. - i t Ĵ s thought to have been anong the
i * •

tqwns o £,'Co we ta» a'hlopthioccb , Artusse and Hothli

aiile" t r ibal toms and the war that Oho Yaliola took .

: xt iii >vas probably the .led s t ick ,v-.r sometimes

called «3-cha-te-ck-a'1* wlucli i s believed'to have • "

" Leeii in l ^ U . o r 1 14 i.:̂  the old cor.itry. rt

hen Us.e side that Cho Yahola \v;-.s in , took or

oa|. cured euiotl.er o;x id of Indians he told of r^oticiiiG

Uioir oijn, aa tliey scampered tu;>3 f? .̂ d over t he i r -

a.closure, that i t wao a-soJi ( s r r t of voo i fashioned

i i to so. .e >object) that "7 is stuclc into the bj.cl: of

tlie.lr brooch cloth.

Viy of t)ie 9ne:.".ieG tl\ •.t, \ve^£ ov.>rpov;or id and

CA: tiired ei ther aurren.iersd n_3ily :.iosMy for the -«•

s.t e ";f t-ieir cli.lldren en'1 fa'..ili2S and v/^e wililil

tw be aO.dpted into a t r ibe •'Auic ctliors of tlio eiieiay *

si;.e would fi'jht to -ttieir deatJu TJiat v/:,3 vdiy so

..a.u f ;-.e Indian ineubers of one tribe '.ecar-ie »ia..bers

o f aao ther t r i bal ; to wi— tliroiisii cap t i vi t^. Any o f

white i.ien tliat were ki l led in ba t t l e were acc.lped

(x.\d i f they were t^.en alive» they v/ere burned a t

the ,stalce« The Indians did th is -because they took the
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vvh i u o ..ien a s 1; e i * lg V i Gi r wo r 3t o.i e..;y.

r

a:..tliero» doi'l fro--

t:ioir bodies ^c' r/.-.o

?xi v" f i r s I, T ' i ' i

tor;; ->tto i^tou to C3

l i l u j . .ViU* •Ths bodies of wo .

oun.d '.-* strewn alo i *

y of the white ia:>. 3oLe'bp.ckaa '.zero -locn.
( /

i occasional

î h.-d ^i orea

i l ] t ! ' : r e .

to a r r ive i." tl'o

b . t '.«..> i t ; e

ue:.! a u t h o r i t y to .a>o / t«i ..u:c.

hey -io, t^.e' U'V.lc choose .^i toe alo~ /;'] «j a*

it

bo.n-;s of jblcar 7 area i:l>roa..G or c:l6"ctduj re

in -the i i l3 s -.i:1 oiic.o.sc tLo 7-.\llejrs. Alon^,

stro?, "53 -v^ro esta'-iisi.cd: tl.c ci.j.-.er ca-ps './l-

v/"S cool c^.- ro.ir o^o'jh fc, r £isiting v.'liilc- tiie

valleys wovl\i be c"".oson for t^.y winter cai.ip, Lie

- mountains se'rvi l as r. ;ro tectio/i frou» U:o v/Ixitcr

winds., Tlie IOTJ ^er»a"..*c-it :io ..ea could-.-.ot oc ..iade

•-qu,id:l/. Doer hides aa:1. ol-i - ,rl: caue into *:ood

uso to further- f \ o . a ; e l t e r

Kie-c-. o". t a,.:-- tiie lo 3 vs-.i

not, a :ir.ll v.fis :sod

;^-3o. Later o.i, poxes

..a.e lo^ hcuses but

I:: tlia iot>c upon^anotlier

t :? old-fashion e'. l c ^ i;.o-;ro.i» Uiere no notches

id to Iieep from roll ing. oJ?f* tv/o pieces of sti^k for
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v/ore placed .lo.ig opposite frv. one aaofcher along

tire <3i ja of the. log aad fastened by tyint; With

~lnrl;s or otout easily Vent aaJ tied 3prouts.\The

..an poles were-tiiei placed u^on .iiiotiier azrd built

r,p fro.M tlie (jrcuxid. sacli loS being*hald in pl^ee

.];/ bei**3 tiad and the spaces oeins filled in by

..raJ«' . /

( Note: No effort "hr.s been mede to edit this manuscript
since the Field -Yorker writes in typicpl In-iJtn 3tyle. Ed. )
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