
SELF, ALERiiD DUDLJJ.TT INT.HYliA ^7580 329.



SELF, JLFRED DUDLEY.
9 9

INTERVIEW. 7580 *

330
FOIT.1 A- (S-I49)

1 1 " :..Ai"T / I'O
1 u

*
Ir.ATt0N
t Tor Dj:lahona

i V/orker's name
B. GKEENE

report mdo on (date) . September 1 8 ,
1 9 3

Alfred Dudley Self.

Office Address Stol f f '8 office, Hugo, .Oklahoma

Residence address (or ' location)

)ATE OF BIRTH: Month " &Y *

'lace of b i r th

Hugo, OkLOklahoma

Day Year
nine miles north of Honey Grove,

fane'of Fat her ' Place of birth S

Other ir.forrnatica-. about f.thor

tee of Mother *"***** ^ l f - ? l?l,co of birth *

Gthor information :*)ther died and were buried at

Selfs, Texas

; or complete "narrative by the field worker dealing v.ith the l ife and story
ic porson, interviewed. R^ier to Manual for raigqosted subjects and questions.
:ue on bl̂ uik sheets if necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of
;s attached -•



SE13V ALHEED DUDLEY. INTERVIEW. 7580 * 3 3 1

My parents moved to Jackson county, Indien

Territory, near the village of Jackson, in the irall

of 1897. They settled cm Crowder Frairie just about

six miles from Jackson, which was our post .office

where we got. our infrequent mail. ;<e came in covered

wagons, of course, and brought every thing we had

from telfs, a little village about nine miles north

of Honey Grove, Texas, which was name.-", for the large

amount of honey found in a grove on that site by the

f̂irst settlers there, tselfs, of course, was named

for the, Self family, whose members were legion.
- y

. •" We ware the first white family to settle on

Crowder i'rairis. %ere was no school there for the

first few years we were there, and I went back to

Delfs and attended Hammett college there. They taught

everything in that college from the first grade on up,

and through college courses in just anything one want-

ad to major in; mechanics,exectricity, telegraphy, law,
• \

- " ' t

and medicine. The college was supported by donations
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from prosperous, citizens, and "Professor Hiinmett"

managed it;Jbut after five or six years of his manag-

ing some of the supporters got tired of the way he

managed i t . They had a "bust upn, and the college

was discontinued; Then we got a school about four '

miles from where we lived, and i walked that four

miles to. school £or about four terms. My two brothers,

Henry and Roy, and my four sisters went to Crowder Prairie

School, as it^was called." Crowder Prairie is about six

miles long and is the.biggest prairie in choctaw County.
>>

We lived at the south end of i t . fie came to the

Indian Territory to "grow up wi th' the country" and we

did just that.1

My father farmed and after we grew old enough to

he set aside four or five acres for each of us

permitted ue to plant i« in whatever we wished, cotton

or corn, and whatever I t yielded was ours, 'sometimes we

would make as high as a bale"and a quarter of cotton to

the acre, always as much as three fourth of a bale, and

usually a bale to the acre, &e worked a l l over the farm,

V
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and c7r%jourse Father d id t o o , but a l l t h a t was ra i sed

on our patches was ou r s . We had our ponies and sad-

which we bought and p a i d . f o r , and ra i sed

* a l i t t l e com to feed them, though they requi red

••very I t e t l e feed because the range was f ine and they

could usually^ g e t by without feed, except in the cold-

e s t pa r t -o f the Winter, xhey were j u s t l i t t l o Choetaw

poni^S. They were l ike the ca t t le here, cold blooded,

nojjfrhighly bred, and would never grow very large . The

Indians never fed the i r stock unless the grass was en-:

We each had our*"catching rope -id learned

to use i t . "e would be roping the calves and r i d i n g

them j u s t as soon as they were b ig enough. We spent

Sundays r i d i n g and roping calves g . ing up one branch

and down another f i g h t i n g wasps and 'bumble bees , and

s u m m i n g I n summer, why on ea r th the fcilks objected

to. us boys going i a the creek i s" something I s t i l l
V

don't understand., We*had a lot of fun and the only
* <*

thing that hurt us was th® whipping1that we always
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got for having gone in the creek. And they would al-

ways know it np matter how long we laid out to get

our hair thoroughly dry. <

:.peaking of bumble bees, I remember once they

found a nest of them and told me that they ould stir

them up and for me to hold a jug and if they saw the

jug they would everyone go right in it. They never

saw the jug but they stung ratf ,good and proper* .

In Winter, after the crops were gathered we

.*ent to school week dnys, and Saturdays, after, enough

• wood was cut to cook with until the following Saturday,

we could go hunting down on the branches and creeks;

but we generally did that at night. Ooon, 'pos.vum and

QJ occasional skunk. fte got from five to fifteen cents

for the hidea> if a skunk hide was especially nice <re

got a quarter for it. m>duce could not be sold at all*

»'.e just had to eat all the eggs, chickens, etc., which

. we produced on the farm, "e raised lots of good things

to eat too.

Ther© was a gin at Mayhew, about eight miles north

.of us, aad one at Lake West, where we would get" our cotton
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ginned, 'ifcen we would take i t to honey "rove to

market and buy flour, coffee and sug^r, and a few *

clothes, especially shoes. . Ve went barefooted un-

i t was so cold we couldn't and then bought those. «*
I
oJLd rawhide buckle shoes, which never wore out. We'd

outgrow them. 1 remeasber an old man who carried

ie mail from old Bennington to Jackson, i never saw

him with a shoe on. He must have gone barefooted .

winter and summer. His name was "ax Lee. i t was

about eight miles from old h&nnington to Jackson,

and n& made the t r ip three tiroes a week. I think

the makl came from Caddo to iJennington

i t was a good day's drive from our place to

, where we would go and spend*the night,

and go on to ^oney Grove next dspffcq s e l l our cotton

and maMe our purchases, then back to Selfs to spend that

night and hoaae next day. Three days i t nearly always

took u s . We lived on urowder Hrairie eleven years and

farmed and raised stock. T. S. was our brand and some

times we ~would drive three or four hundred head cf s teers
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to Money urove to ship from there.. We raised and

shipped, l o t a of hogs af ter theJraiiroad came through

JBoswell. We raised BO much coVn and bought-a good

deal, then bought hogs, fed them*and t r ied to geiT

oiit a Oar load each month. If you never tried to
•

pen a hog- you can have no idea of how di f f icu l t

i t i s . i . always, watches you and backs away from

you. I t i s awfully hard to wiow a hog tlie gate- be-

cause of tha t , but i f you don't rush him, ho will

f inal ly find i t . if you rush h£r he gets frightened,

and will run over you. or bet\§B«n your legs . ~nce a

great big old hog at temp ted to run betweeifmy legF ' .

and I caught him by t-ach flank and rode him a l l ove.

the lot before he dislodged m. He d idn ' t hurt me

but I was so excited I cr ied, and 1 was a great big

boyytoo. - "
4

7>e boys were permitted-to have our own hogs and

cows and calves. We used to help Mother break wild ',
if

cows to be milked. One of us would guard her in a M

corner of a fence while Mother did the milking* W^

\
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guarded with a pitwshfork, and we d i d n ' t have t o prod.
•mr

them many times e i ther un t i l they were afraid not to

stand and be milked. A t f i r s t we roped off the calves,

u n t i l we learned t h i t by knocking them under the chin

they .would stand off un t i l we were through' milking.

And one time I had the calf rope t ied around my -waist,

and after that big old calf dragged ,i$e a l l over that

cow lo t i was willing to just hold the end"of the r^ope.

' i ld s teers would fight a man on horseback i f

they got mad, and you would crowd them, 'rhe

ca t t l e raided on the range were not of much account,

'rhey were :too small, but sometimes one grew to be >

big. '.7e used to buy steers^ from William LeFlore, a .

uhoctaw Indian; 325.00 was his standard price for?,

a steer no matter h^w young or old he was. Once when

we bought f i f ty head of steers from him"/ ^a were in

the lo t , cu t t ing out the ones we wanted, (h§ would give
- s ' •

one >the^r choice a t £25,00 each; ona big old eight

k.steer with horns so wide he could not have

g#h«Nin at an ordinary door caught my fa ther ' s eye.
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Mr. LeFlore said he didn't want to sel l that one*

ae had sold him again and again and he always got

away from the drivers and came back and i t wis under-

stood that a buyer never was to return to LeFlore»s

range after cattle that got, away and came back. That

was our loss. ,tmt. father took, a chance on this eight'

year old fellow and got him away,too, but ?.'e really

had trouble as we went through uoswell. Hfc rctn into

ifiincfms JJry Goods Store and came out with boit-^of

cloth hung on those iaiense horns, l-hat W9S 3 squally

time, but we got Mm to ra r i s , '.-exas, and shipped him

away.

We,had some, pretty ;:ood«j5in8f. V/hen we f i rs t

came over here we were afraid to get out after dark,

'.'•e went in und breathieR.sly waitea Tor sane thing to

happen; we didn't know what, fiut i t never happened.

Ae got bravs then «ind even went to one of the ch'octaw

Indians1 snake dance, i guess i t must have been what

we would call a picnic because they Cleaned off a ball

diamond upon which to play Indian ball and cleared and
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made a race track for-their -horse faces, They rode

the horses 'slick*, just a halter, and the ridlers

wore only something like the bathing trunks of to- . . •

day and a feather heat dress.

x was little, that was about 1808, but j remember

seeing the races and the Indian ball c^e* aad then along

ab ut sundown the snake dance. JL believe that en and

boys only participated. I don't recall an> women and

girls in it, but maybe I just couldn't tell because

they had on blankets, lots of beads, feathe head-dress,

necklaces, anklets and bracelets of anlMel claws and

teeth, 'lliey danced around a big log heap as they chanted

to the beating of the drum, which was a home-nade affair,

and entirely un-^ausical. As they wsviaed up to the dance

blankets were thrown aside, and they danced mostly in their

beads, necklaces, and sort of breach 'clourts. gut. "I dpn^t

believe there were any wmen or giris'in that dance. That

was held lat^FraM.®r. the oldest Indian 3ettlement in the

whole country. It was not a church ground thou^^a. It was

in the summer time and they really got hot dancing around

that log heap.
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Tnere were churches a t Good Springs*and pigeon
.- C" • ' '

Roo3t. Tlie CiJoctafvtG would gather 'a t those placet &£#
' <P . ;

camp for a week or two or three 'at' a time. There were
\* „ .. *.

fiftaen or twenty "camp house- at each ..lace, but mostly

they were used only when i t rained- and to Keep food

away from the dog? because the ias«jtj.n£fc- v.ere usually

held in the sumner and they slept out. They preached

in Choetaw and- had an interpreter for \\v$ benefit \f

. the vhite folks.< • '
We.-got r ight friendly with some of thcjiii'aad when

' ?

we would take "cotton to market' they would soi-ieti^es go.

to Honey Grove .with u s . There >/erê  saloons over there„«

and sometimes we wo%ld have to delay our journjay home

in order to get an Irtdian-friend out jf .jail" f<ho "< aa -

gotten too smch firewater. Ona old follow got di"irh\

over there once and frierids shut him up In H meat ,ritornge

«houLe talonging. toiasrchants they& to i^ep hiiL frori get-

ting in iaijT. ' . . .
" Tnere .were a fe« vthite faa.ilj.-3a .<t Jackson .about

s from, u s . Jackson conhisted/t'V'> , tore. . ." > orJ-.o^l
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church, blacksmith shop,a well right, in, the middle

of the street, and a trough for the wtaring of
c

*

hore s . i t i s a phost town now.,

Or. IJiliS was our f i r s t doctor at Cruwdur

Springe, :7e live a at "-opar no*/, "'hen other doctors

came jn . '
t

Ii \»;nter we went tc d.jicps un-t ; - , r t i e r . i

hove Tidden fourteei. iuilet tc> i _pv ty , cl ' •'<" ; .ii:

n i g h t , , -T. d /jot hmiie j u t i in tirie tĉ  ;o tc- v< vk -AHO^

work a l l day. ^

l wtnt to K'ayhew to see hwW the Indidii court
f ' *

war conducted and oar aome ;-ien whip.td. The v.or.'.
had to work, ti.ey had no tiiae tu ^et into cUvil'-ent.

•-" * '

.o were never ^hi^ped. ,1 >ianted 'to set cne executed
• "» •

by shooting, hut. p^theY TO,fuld n"t let. ne^^Ke wae

a f r a i d i t would riake an unp^easaut , l a s t i n g ...ercory,

and I gue&f- i t wquliJ1-have ."̂ ^ ' . "

» •- lot of the-full-blood Indianr I knew killed ,

:KuirrelVft*Lth a Ciub-aiude for thet ^ r V . s e . Ihey

V?TP to adept a t ' i t tLat thei could th.?;ov; that oiub
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iaSb the highest t rees and knock a t .quirrel out as

quickly as i f he had b«en shot . Many of them used

the bows and ayrqyfs, especia l ly for f i sh ing . One

old Indian I knew now s t i l i uses a bow ai.d arrow'for -

hunting'and k i l l i ng game, his name i& Tuck-Bench,

and he liven a ndi.e and one h If east and tv»o adies

north of }Joewejl,« fie was the best p i a ' e r in Indian

bal l tha t i ever saw. ', e wat; as fie<;t oi io<. i at:

a race hor-.'e. . iy time he got that ba.i ne . ade u

scors . • •'. •

r we moved to Boaweii and a tf ui kil-^ed

::y grandmother Christ las day 1.10, n^ ] arcr.ts r e -

turned to telfp", Texas', were -boi-Ja di--c a:.d ar-e buriod

there< -' .


