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-~ ¥y parents moved to Jackson County, Indien
'Territbry, near the villase of Jackson, in the rall
of 1897. ‘they settled on ¢rowder Frairie just about
six miles from Jackson, which was our post office
where we got our infrequent mail. Ve came.in‘covered
wagons, of course, and broﬁght every thing we had
from relfs, a little v%;lage sbout nine miles north
of Honey Grove, Texas, which Was name’ for the large
amount of honey fcund in a grove on tha? site by the
first settiers thers. Selfs, of course, was named
for tbg Self family, whose members were legion.

*” Yo were the first white family to settle on
Crowder i'rairis. Thers was no school there for the
——

, Tirst few years we Were there, and I went back to
Selfs and attended Harmmett Uollege there. They taught
everything in that college from the first grade on up,
and through collegeqéourses in just anything one want- '

ad tc major in; mechaﬁics,eiectricity, telegraphy, law,

and medicine. The college was supported by donations

,
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from prosperous citizens, and "Professor Hmett"
managed it;<but after five or six years of his maﬁag-
ing _same of the éuppérfers got tired of the way he
manugeg it. They had a "bust up®, and the college
was dieéontinueda Then we got a school about four
miles from where we livéd, and 1| walked that four -
milgs to school ﬁpr about four terms. My two brothers,
_Henry and Roy, and ﬁy four sisters went to Crowder Prairie
School, as it !9; ézfallec'l.' " ¢rowder Prairie is about six
" miles long and is the,bigges; prairie in Choctaw County.
. We lived at the south end of it. k?é‘c&u; to the
°Indian Territory to "grow up with the country™ and we
did just that.: -
My father farmed and after we zrew old enough 1o
_work| he set aside four of five acres for each of us anﬁf |
poermitted us to plant i% in whatever we wished, cot%bn
or‘corn; and whatever 1t yielded was ours. Sometimes we
would make Qs high as a bale’and a quarter of qotton to

the acre, always as much as three fourth of a bale, and

usually a dale to the acre, %e worked all over the farm,
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end ofwgourse Father did too, but all that was raised

Y s : .
on our patches was ours. We had our ponies and sad-

dles woo,.which we bought and paid for, and raised

a little cérn to feed them, though they required

{2 2

yory liftle feed because the range was fine and they

A

could usuallﬁ\get by without feed, sxcert in the cold-
¢ :

est pa}t-of the Winter. they were just little Choctaw

: ponidﬁ They.were‘like'the crttle here, cold blooded,

*

{

nq;/iighly bred, and would never grow very iarge. ‘ihe

Indian%knever fed thelr stock unless the grass was en-

-~

tirely'gpne. Yie each had'ouf"catching rope "4 learned

to ﬁse it.t We would be roping the calves and riding
them just as.soon as they werse big enough. Ve spent
Sundays riding and roping calves g.ing up one branch
and down another fighting wasps and ‘bumble bees, and
sw mming 1in swnmer {n:hy on earth the\ro'lké ob jected
to us boys going ia the creek i;‘something.l still

don't understand.g We had a lot of fun and the only

thing that hurt us was the uhipping that we always

]
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got foy having gone in the creek. And tﬁey would al-
ways know it no matter how long we’laid out to get
our hair thoroughly &%y. o e

.peaking of bumble bees, I remember once they
found a nest of them.and tol& me that they .ould stir
$hem up and for me to hold a j:ug and if they saw the
jug they would everyome go right in it. ‘hey never
saw‘the jug but they stugg me good'and propér..

‘ In ¥W.nter, after the crops were gathered we

wsnt to school week dqys; and Saturdays;”after.enough
vwood was cut to égok with until the following faiurday,
we could go hunting down on the branches and creeks;
but we generally did that at night. Coon, 'pessum and
& occasional Skunk. We got frim five %o fifteen cents |
for the hides, If & Skunk hide was 88p60£&lly nice. we
got a quarter for it. rroduce could not be sold at allw
we Just had to eat all the egge; chickens, etc.; which
. We p}oduced on the farm. ™“e raised lotg of good things
to agt too.

Thér; was a gin at Qé&hew, about eight miles nortﬁ

of us, and one at Lake West, where we would get our cotton
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ginned. ‘'then.we would takelit to Honey '"Eov; to
market and buy flour, coffee and sugar, and a few
clothes, eépecially shoes. . "e went ﬁarefooted un- ‘ ~
%?l it was 80 cold we couldn't and then bought tliose. -
o'd rawhide buckle shoes, which never wore out. We'd .
just ocutgrow them. 1 remember an old wan who curriedi%b ®
tlie mail from old Bennington to Jackson. ¢ never saw ®
hi@ with a shce on. Bé must have gonme barefooted e
widter and summer. His name was ‘ax Lee. It was oW
aboht eight miles from old remnington to Jackson, -
and \{xe made the trip three times a week. | think

¥

the malil came from Caddo to EBennington. »

-

1 it was g good day's drive from our place to

N

selfs; 1exas, where we would go and spend'the night,
and goion to Honey Gﬁ‘ove next d@q gel}: our cétton
" and ma e. our purchases, then’ back to Selfsﬂx’t’o spend that
»"night and honie next day. fThree éays it nearly always
took us. Ve lived on Crowder Prairie eleven yeaz"s and
farrilgd and raised stock. 4. S. was our brand and §on§

~

times we would drive three or four hundred head cf steers
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to Homey Urove to ship from there. Ve ralsed and '
silipped, lots. of hogs afted the raiilr;)ad cane through
Bost.ell'. We raised so much:co n and bought-a good
deal, then bought hogs, fed them:'alnd‘ tried to get | ,‘ 2
ot a car load e.ach‘ month. - If you never tried to
pen a hog you can h'&ye' 'no idea of ho; difficult .
11; ise 1. always: watches you e;nd backs away from
iyou. 1t is gwrﬁlly hard to HAOW & hoé the saté- be-
‘cause of that,/, but if y'ou‘ don':t rush him, ho will
figally find it. 1f you rush hir he gets :rigme'nedi ,
and will ruR over ybu, nrNbet%gex; you'z_' legs. ‘nge &
éreat big old lhog attempte;d 6120 run betweer iy legs
aid I caught him by vach flank and rode him all ove.
"the lot before he dislodged me. He didn't hurt me
" but I was 50 excited I ;ried, and 1 was a great big
boy, to0. < | |

¥e boys were psrmitted.to have our own hogs and

" cows an calves. Te used $o help Mother break wild a
cows to be milked. Dne of usy would gnard her in a ff

DI

corner of a fenco while Mother did the milkiné. wef

i N
I N . . N

\v
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gu’arded with a pitchfork and we didn t have to prod

them many times eithor until’ they were afraid not to

stand and be milked. At first we ropeq off the calves,

‘until we learned thit by knocking them under the chin

they would stand off until ‘We were through milking.

and c?ﬁe time I had the calf rope tied around my walst,

and aﬁier that big old calf dradged me all over th.ét

cow lot | was willing to just hold the énd‘of the rope.
'11d steers 'qould fight a men on h(;rse'hack if

they got mad,’ and you would crowd them. ‘;he

_. cattle raiéed c;n the range were not of much acc’oun’t..

They were z'i:oo sma]l,‘but some timss one grew to be

big. Ve used to buy steerg from itilliam LeFlore, &

Choctaw lndim;; 225.00 was h\is standuxd price for-,

8 st\c\aer no matter hQV;' young or oid he was. Ouce when

' and

Wwe Mugqtf £ifty head of steers from him / wo were in

the lot. cutt ng out the ones we wanted, {he would’\giye

one fhe;r choice at ~25.oo aach) one big old eight

yeaz;jo)g steer with horns so wide he could not have

gan '{\in at an ordirnary door caught my father's eya. ,

’ A ‘\i\\g
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Mr. LeFlore éai@ he’didp't want to sell that one.
tte had sold hiﬁ‘agaiﬁ and again and he always got‘
away from the drivers s3nd ;ame back and it Wis under-

atood that a buyer never was 0 return to leFlore's

>

__range after cattle that got. away and came back. ‘that

was our loss. .t f.ther ook & chance on this eight’ -

year old fellow and got him away jtoo, but we really
had trouble as we went throuzh poswell. He vwn into

puncans Yry Goods Ztore and came out with boits of

K
cloth hung on those imrense horans. ‘that wes 3 sjually
" time, ‘but we got him to iaris, vexas, and ship-ed him

14

avaye
“ie_had some. pretty ;ood,timgr. When we firsyg

came over heTe we were afraid to get out after dark.
- R e~

Y

we went in und breathlessly waitea ror souething to
’ ‘ v b
happen; we didn't know what. put it never happened.

%6 got brave then and even went to one of the cloctaw

™

indians® snake dance. | guess it must have been what
we would call a piecnic because they cieaned off a ball

diamond upon which to play Ilndian ball and cieared and

A
4
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made a race track for.their-horse races, uhey rode ) N

the horses 'slick';just a halter, and the ride;s
wore oniy someﬁhing'l;ke the bathing trunks'of to -
day and & feather heal dress. . |

4 was little, that wus about'lsue, but 1 remember
aeeiﬁé the races and thé)indian ball game, and then along
ab.ut sundown the snake dance. I believe that -en and
boys only participatéd. l don't recall any women and
girls in i{t, but maybe I just souldn't tell vecause
they had on blankets, lots of beads, feathe hea@Ldress,_
'necklaces, anklets and bracelets of aniiwl claw§ and

teeth. ‘''rey danced around a big log heap as they chanted

to the beating of the drum, which was a home —1ade affair,
) ~

and eatirely un-musical. As they waizmed up to the danée -
blankets were thrown aside, and they daneed“mostly’in'tﬁeir
beads, neckléces, and sort of breuach clouts. But I doﬂ%éiﬂ.
believe there were any women or girls in that dance. That
w;s held @ggfragggr, the 2}des? Indian settlement inithe
whole countf&: It was not ; church ground ;hougg. It was
}n the summer time and they reaily got hot dancine around
that log Heap.- |

NN
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There weré churches at Good Springs uad Pigeon

- .

Roost. The Choctaws would gather- at those piaces ang
R . . '
camp for a week or tye or three 'at’a time. There were ,

+

fifteen or tweniy camp houses st each rlace, but mostly

.

they were usad only when i* féined'tand to xeep Ycod

away from the doge becaﬁse the meetings were usually
held in the summer and they slept out. ‘flev preached

in Choétaw and- had an interpretér for tne henefit oF

.

. the white folks. <

L4

We. 2ot right friendly with some of them a0 when

we would +ake .cotton to marxet they wode sonetxue~ 20

-

to Honey Grove with us. There JQEQ‘S&lOJHS over there,.

o 1
and some%imeq we woald have to.daelay our Juurnpy home

3

in order %o get an  ndian-friend out of Jail” who Yag <

gotten too much firewater. Ong oid faliow zot drﬁnn

o

" over there .once and friende shut him up ln u meat uta*ave

~t

shour€ bslonging to iserchants theya to keern hlm fror ;. et

oyt .

ting in'Ja;L. ‘ T T

. Taere were a fey white familias -t Jackson atwt
. %‘ . of
S . * s -
V5 sixcmiles from ws. Jackason cmnazsted;twn ctoras, . a2koo

!..‘

+
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church, blacksmith shop,a well pighi in the middie -

of the street, and a trough for the w-tering of

hors S It is = prhost town now..
&
Dro Bil.s was our first doctor at Cruwder
Springs. e lives at foper now. ‘then other doctors
came )h. ~ . 1
o winler we weib te d.nces undt -rtiec. o
huve ridden fourteern mdies to 1 party, d oe! ail
night, 4 d got howe jutti in tiue W ;o Lo w koo
work all day. 8 ‘ ' ' - .
- b2

£

L went to YVayhew to see how the Indien court

wa: conducted and cav some -tier whir ¢d. ‘ihe von

had to work, tiey had no tinme iuv get into devilrent.
Pe R e

.0 were never wshipped. 1 wauted tc sec cne eaecuted

L. ¥

by shooiing, bt kether wiuld n .t ek rie. He wac .
afraid it would riake an unp.easant, lasting wesmory,

° '41.* - i -,
arld I guesr it would-have. ™ - L. -

» 4 lot of the-fuli-tlusd Indiane I knew killed .

T

souirrels.whith 2z ¢iub made for thet -urr-se. Ihev
ML . e t————— e , .

were co adept at it that they ccuid throw tLat cidb

“.
S . - . ’
< s
\ . 2
£
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iﬁi%.the highesﬁ trees and knock a «quirrel out as

quickly as if he had been shot, wany of them used

the bows and arrowe, especially for fishiué. ¢ne
cld !ndien I ¥ncw nov stili uses & bow ard arrow for
hunting and killing game. His rame isiruék-aénch,'
and he‘live§~a“mihe and one h .1f east and twa'miies
n&égh of loewe:rl, He'was the best plas er in 1;dian
ball that ! aver saw. e wut as fleutloz foct ax

a race horre. 1y itime he got that ba.l he . ade

éco:e. ' "’. i ‘ |

" . Aéter we moved to Botweil and 3 $sui kik;ed

1y grandmother Uhriét}as day 1.10, 0y jerents re-
A .

turned to telfs, Texar, weere -both divc and ars buricd

there 'y - . . M



