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The only religious ceremony of any great

~importance among “the Creck Indisns was the Busk

. or Green Com dance. an annual festivsl simitar in

purpose to@%ﬁ“‘*‘han&cﬁ%iﬁﬁ%w\‘ o 23

was grown, the ripex}ing of the grain constituted X

\

an important era ‘n the yesr. The whole band

usually agsembled to ce‘lebréte*‘this feasts: .
It was the custom at thet time to produce

‘#ire by rubbing two sticks together, and the fire

thiié ﬁfbdi{ééa‘ was gent from b.and to band as a token

of friendsh‘ip. RS e ‘

. At the place ot assembly a 1argo fire was

~kept up, and the warriors and women gaffhwred around

/L@*dﬁn’o'ﬁg and singing songs of grati tude to the .

.. Great Spir;t, for sparing them and their friends N
ithroughout the year. If femine_had overtaken, them

"or meny of their‘peo'ple hed fallen in battle, then .

Y j
/

mos'q':ioyoua songs were intemmingled with wailing
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end mouriful sounds. This wes attributed to the
brimes of the people and pardons were. revoked. ' coL

. Before the feast ¢ommenced the "Black Drink" F
: T

vas handed around. Thia drink wes composed of the///////;y//f
leaves of & small bush known by them as "arsuy" o

£

~.

It was drunk in large duanti}ieg and being & power-
';rpl eﬁetié,‘had ;yq efféct of cleansipng their
nétomachs 80 tﬁordﬁghly that ihey were in a fair wé"

to do justiae to. the feast of boiled corn, which

slasted for déys at a times

H

Iﬁ a/gxdm:nul esceped from his'ﬁonds dnring - B

//r

the festi éf/and made his way intO‘the charmed cirele
of tgp/é;jce, he was con81dered undér the protection
f//ge Great Spiri$ and his pquon was secured.

The Creeks aid not 1ook upon p?lygamy with

//\ & }

grest extent by the leading chiefs and warriors. T v
many df the more 1ndependent possesaing ﬁhree or four
wives. Their éhoi;ag in the mtter was uSuelly regu-
" lated dccording to ¥hair finhnces, end i£‘§as con~
sidered a gravs breaeh of morals rdr a warrlor to.-

: marry more- wives than he could aupport 1n a comfort-
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eble manner. . -
The ma‘:le ¢hitdren of the .tribe were taughjt
the ert of hunting at qéiéarﬁy age. The blow-gun
wes the favorite weapon among young boys. This was
a hol]ow reed about eight or ten feet in 1engt;1,
f‘rom which a ama‘ll arrow could be forced by the
breath. 'I'hey could secure auite*é nunber of smd 1
geme; such as, bi rds: rabbits, and aoulrrels by
crawling close. These guns sre cal? ed in Creek
lanruage Cohemdtuka. The boys were also very
o | , . - .
accurete with the bow and arrowe Their s s
in knling‘ }‘ish by this method w8s wondergfit
rbeing':nqthing uncotmnon to see a sman bcy of eight
oy nine years catch 8 buffalo or.cat £ish almost ‘
as la:cge as himself.
When a boy accomplished an extraordinary
feat or perfomed ag fé’x’fyloit beyond hls years, he .
'was yaﬁeﬂ as havmg a auperior spriit, which would
‘ aistinguish him in after ‘life. From this expluit he

derived the name by w 1ch he was known among his people.



