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TERRITORIAL DAYS.

An Interview with 0. C. Sellers, white,
age 72, 9 miles seuth of (Okemah, Okla,

Billie Byrd, Fleld\Nerker
Indian-Pleneer Histery - e
81037 )

:ﬁo lifo of the Miskegee~Craek Indians Guring
the Territerial days shewed ne ;dvaneement in the way
of 1living, educatien er Christian werk. The Indians
had their leaders, yet they madec ne meve er efferts te
progress but lived the same lives day after day, mestly
in sleeping, eating and hunting.

During that time the white men were allowed te
settie in the Indian Tbrritqu and thoru'wsre‘nn re=
strictiens as te ths ;mmbar n’{ members ef a white fame
117 88 4t weuld st1ll cest & dellar a head in a family
for them to pay befere these peeple ¢euld settls,

A ranchman keeping any cewbeys weuld have te pay

$1.00 each far his beys and fer anyesne else werking fer

him, but he did net hawve te pay fer the cattle er herses

that he ewned, The mensy received frem the white settlers

wag turned sver te the tribal trcasury.

The renchman weuld yay ten cents an acre fer land

3



>
ha |

SELLERS, Os C,  INTEXVIE:s ’ 38101 -

" P
Lk ’ R . -

Lo ’ e i ) F
ST 5 -€
that they were geing te use feor pasture and grezing pur-
peses fer their livestock.< This meney was -alse turneé
1nto’£;; tribal treasury. F"

All the land within the beundaries ef the Indian
’Tbr:itor& belonged to every member ef the trives within
-their designated areas., All the Muskogee~Creel lands be~
lenged te the members of enly tpe Muskegee~Creek tribe
and there was just ene way te rent these Indian lands
and that weuld be, by coming te agreement with the first‘/
Muskegee-Ureek Indian tha#iwas eﬁcountered. There wera

" "ne written agreements er centracts. The white farmer
and settler weuld pick eut seme spet that he wished bo
‘cultivate and st#%e what he wished te plant cnd en this
erasl understanding the lease of land was taken as being
cemplete,

When the white settler had cempleted Lis payments
er settling fee and after he Kad cempleted his agreements
with the gevernment efficials who leeked after tHe tribal

. sftalrs, he was at liderty te desl with the Indiens for
| land Ter farming end ether purpeses. ‘All serts of peeple

cempleted such understandings with the Indians and they
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were tha ranchers, farmers,. traders er even the cemuen
sutlaw and hor’sa or catﬁe thief. The "aquatters» . .

L4 LN

tried to maké aettloments witheut payments of o0 but
wers feund eut and drivenﬁout ef the country.

'I'o keep peaco among the fee paying whi te sett~
1ors and seme ef the hostile Indians that were net in
Taver ef white settléers ,&the Indian Lighthoz:semen group )
was erganized frmn pick:c{ men ¢f the m6koge'e-0reek
csuntry and maintained by the gevermment. These msn

weu ld ,,riée ‘threugh the couﬁ‘try en the leekeut fer

—
e

trouble makers er waxiiied m&x. ‘A white settler feund
‘in the Indian Territery without the payment ef fees

had te pay the required fee to the preper persens right
then or be ferced e lead his belengings inte his wagen
and b‘e driven out of the Indj.an Territery..-

~ Sene ef the Indians favered the tribal gevernmsnt

~~""and wanted the life ef the territerial daye te ge en,

-

sexe believed in the spirits bdut a few were in faver ef °
progress, The terrijhorial days were full ef the free
way eof livgng., The land did net be'long te any certain
persen and each Indian ceuld go where he wished angd

fellowed ne set rules.
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Semetimes the cattlemen dreve their herda acress

€,
~the Indian Territery frem Texas er Kansas witheut making

-

any arrangements with the Indians. The length ef the
cattle dreve extended as much as twe miles leng and it
wes then that the Indians weuld raid the cattle and .
drive eff seme. Agresments were semetimes arranged be-
tween the Indiana and cattlemen wiéTeby the cattle,a;ners
egreed te give the Indians at least ene hundred head ef
catile if they were permitted te make their drives, If

there were ne agreements, skirmiskgi\occured between the

whites and Indians. . ~

The Zippile Trail began at Fert Sﬁith and proceeded
eon bytgay of Mbﬁiﬁﬁ%gil‘then te what is new Wetumka and
in a no&thweéfifly ceurse inte Dedge City, Kansas. There
was ne great cattle market in Oklahema se that leng cat-
tle drives te Kansas City o;fﬁﬁ. Louis were necessary.

Jim nauléftéry emned the Seuth 7-D ranch, which was

lecated at the spet where Wagener is new, His herds cen-

sisted ef lenghern cattle and his shipping peint was St.

Louis, There was a railread step at Claremere se that

he leaded his cattle there,
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Herds ef lenghern cattle wers brtﬁght te the
Daughtery ranch frem Flerida er Alabama fer grazing une
‘til'tattened and then they were shipped te market. EL
leased land frem the Creek tribal gevernment at ten
cents an acre and his whele ranch was at least thirtys

tive milesbaorcaa. The lenghern cattle that Daughtery

.t
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;wnad scmetimps had herns éhat were 80- long acress that
it was'i;possible te manage them inte and out ef the

- cars. Seme were put inte the cars by tufmign their heads
sideways. Each cewbey te every cattle car was paid ten
dellars a reund trip te St. Leuis, His duty was te keep
the cattles frem lyiné‘dcwn at the stepping ef the train

éy punching the animal that laid dewn with a leng stick

‘and fercing it te etand up. An animal lying dewn weuld
be injured er trampled te dea;h by the ethers.

1 havi been in ; saddle and en a ronch for‘thirtya
five years and during these thirty-iive years I have seen -
gattle frem cernsr te cerner in Oklahema. There was se

K mn&h driving in and eut and ehipping in aﬁd oﬁ?’of cat~
tle in Qrlshoms and Indien Territery that these twe

Places were kpown as cattlenents kingdeu,
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MeDormett was anether mix’x whe was the exner ef
largs herds ef c;attle. Ho maintained and eperated the
trad:lng pest knewn as the ucDermtt stere, cast of what
is new Olamah and after the railroad was put threugh r
frem Fort Smith, and Okefiah was ‘established » MoDermett
" went eut ef business and it finally became a ghest tewn,
Gerner was anether smal; trading p}ace on the
banks ef the Canadian River,seuticast ef and nesr the
rosent Hanna, Molntesh Ceunty, Oklahema. This trading
yost was d eing geed in it5S: hbusiness with trade far and near,
but anether trading pest was established by a man namad
-Depsvw at the present Hanna and Garner went eut ef ex-
istence and the merchandise meved te quavters established
at Hanng. ‘
1 ilappen to knew a let eof t'he elder Iz—ldians. and
I saw Chitte Harje (Crazy Snake) at the time he was
arrested  and taken in a wagen te Muskegee fer trial. He
was never in faver ef the alletment; with the werk e¢f the
Daves Cmission. Ho wanted his tribesmsn te settle <

peacefully en tha plentiful acres ef their i'mda and he
: . 7 '

theught thas 160 acres was tee small a place fer any
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Indtan,
Sgo Zmrk eof “he Dawes Cemnissien was fully

carried eut, and it was after the 1ight Hersemen, Seldiers,
and ether Indizns fevering the alletment system engago:l"'in
soveral b'afttlos- with the Chitte Harje ferces that they were --
’rarced te nlo.olaim.‘

& . The boitloggara ef these sarly dayg whoﬁ caught
w:}th the geeds were taken te Fert Smith and kept in jall.
and the efficers weuld get rid ef the liguer Ly selling
it and kedping the meney received in their effice as paye-

‘ment of the prisener's fins, The prisener tben weuld L2

set free, -
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