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Interview with Captain Hilliam L. Harris
Tulsa, Oklehoma.

Field viorkerw ~weellory Jane Stockton
xay 21, 19%%.

Ceptain Herrls says the title was merely honorw
ary not military, as he has never bee/x: a goldier, but
he is ¢ reel, honest-towgoodness pionecer of Zastern
Oklshoma, having arrived at .agonsr sbhen it ¢as csrely
a stetion, a junction of the-M. Ko & T. and St. lLouis,
Iron Hountain and Souther: Reilways, the latder having
bud recently boen complated from Ft. Smith to dagoner.

#

Teis wes in 1889,

Soon afisy his errival the bachelor from hiseiseippi
I's > AR

‘ - 1
. was aarried to Mrs. Amelis lereival, of Charokeg descent,

suxviving widow of a pioneer merchant of sort Gidbason.
They erected a hotel near the junction of the two rail-‘
roads, which they called the Valley House, for several
yéars the leading hotel of ’fiag:)ner and popular stopping
place for zommercial travelers as well as ranchmen and
prospectors.

They finally sold their hotel and bought a famm

of several hundred ecres in ths valley of the Verdigris,
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rive miles weat of Incla acd nesr the sresent bridee
on highway 36 on the road rrom§frkanaaa, through
Locust Grove, Chotesu, end Inola, to Tulsa. This far:.
consisted of ebout 100 acyres of fertile ferming land
in the bo'toms and several bundred atres of pasture
and mecdow lands on the rolling prairie adjacent.

The present Gregory Schoolhouse is located on =z
part of the holdings, much of which kad {0 bs surrend-
ered when Cherokoe lands were allotted in 1902~3=4.

(n ths dzath of Mrs. Harris {nee Percivul) he
dispossd of his intereats and engaged in the mercantile
business at Inola, also buying hay and grain; and wes
vory successful; and when oil and gus were developed

_nesarby he acquired considsrable money and propsrty,
retiring for Tow years to 3%, [ouils, hissouri. But
us longed for the wild, ‘ree aund sgtive life of Okla-
home snd retirned to Tulsa sever-l years ago shers he
has since resided.

Captain Herris states when he firat visited Tulse,
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now the 0il capital ¢of the world and a modern eity
m'ovary respect, it was a mere villsue, having only
two or three amall stores and but few residences.

Ho says 8 hes saen thousunds of heud of long-
horn cattle on the renges of [Rogers and Wagoner
counties and used to have a wonderful lot of fun
chaaing wc;lvaa on broad pralries. He w®aes a:personsl
friend of James Hoane Gregory and William i%’oo_debn

Hubbarde
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