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' SBEELEY, ALFRED J, . INTERVIEW.
. -

An interview with Alfred J. Seeley, Indian. 298
g miles southwest of the city of “ilburton, Okla. _
By Bradley Bolinger, Field Worker,
May 7, 1987, .
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EARLY INDIAN DAYL,
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. My father'é name w:s John Seeley., 1 was

¢

born around what is known now as Panola, and have

lived“in what is‘Latimer County for €7 years;

. There w=s no town in thies whole country wjfn I was

growing up, Just a trading rost where ali the \\‘
coqntfy did what trading they had to do., There
were not‘many‘%hite peo~le lived here then. |
The Choctaw, Oklahoma & 5Sulf. Rail Road came
through this couatry around 1890 I vbelieve. Latey,
it waq\taken‘overﬁﬁy the iwock Island M. 4, Compan;\\
Théré wag an ola Grist 431l run by a man ‘
\

named Loveless. The settlers woulu have to travel \

both ways around, 40 miles in_a wagon or aorseback,

~to ret their meal ground . -1 lived 18 miles -from

this mill,

d#e had oﬁe race track. That is about all
the pleasure e hég:iu those ways, and an Indiaﬁ
ball game of an Iné&an stonp dance sometimes. I’

used to have a‘prett§ good pony that I carried to
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the races. Had to ridé;;t about 20 miles to
‘”'fget there. Had some good luck and some bad’
luck, :' . o RN
I have made a visit or two to the Indian
- Court House thiat was located zbout 2 miles south-
west of whefe the town of “ilburton is now\lpcéted;
-There was not much law in this éountry then. ﬁost
of the officérs were of Indian blood : na were 6n1y
looking after the behavior of the Indjan tribe,
'\and.they were pretty rouh on them sometines., The )
-Céurt House was eitu-ted on what is kgpwncas Bandy ’
dreek now, |
The Indians of thio country trusted ez ch
;ther whethér they were in trouble or not. I
" visited the Indfaﬂ Court House the day 4itohell
Andéréon wes eiécuted for killing another Indian, .
They had the Judge ana Jury, all full blood In-
dians. The prisoner was. trled ~and found guilty.
He’wgs ﬂlloyed to ralk around the Court House
grounds‘wherever he pleased until the next morning

-~

when he was to be shot for the murder of the ‘other

rd

Indian, He stayed around the Court House and yard

with but little watching until the next evening, -
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; when the sheriff brought out a kinﬁxof a blanket
énd laid it on the .ground. The prisoner wad
- 8%11l 1odse there -in the court yard, and the
sheriff~oallég him. The prisoner walkea u» and
laid down 6n the blanket, fhe sheriff took off
~-his shirt and marked a sbof right over the
* prisonerts heart. Then the prisoner raised ﬁp
to a sitting posioion. One - de: uty Indian sheriff
held the ripht arm ‘of the ~-rison 1 ftraight 1n the
same manner. The Indian sheriff backed away from
the prisoher about 13 yards, and used his rersgonal.

«

revoiverkand shot the nyisoner centering the -

little spot that wns put on his breast. The pris§n—

eT was ,ﬁéad almost at once.a ‘
The Indians when thev caurht another Indian ‘

ctealing, took-thqm to the Indian sheriff and tried

them 2t the Court House. 1t the} were guilty, two

Indian deg uties would take him by the. arms and

..arch him out in the yard and put him against a

tree with his arms stretohed out:in front of him

and held by each deputy. It Qaé ?he shériff's

duty to perform the whipping and he did.

when a man violated the Indian Law in those

days, they did not wait long to try him. He was
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tried the first thing after ;héy caught him, and”
sentenoed when found guilty: The aentence vas
measured out 1mmediately after the prisoner was

found puilty. / C

4

There was o >tamé Line running from Fort
_Smith to 2 place calgea th;nt Mountain Station,
This is about 13 ni%es sou*hwest of where uil-
.burton now is?} They carried ‘the mail in those
days on horseback,ﬁas Mountain St-%lon was the
'first,posf offioe/to oven in this cosndry, . I do
not reme:mber whgt ycar that TAB.

.z I remember when Jack *“‘cCurtain was Governor
of the Choctayzp there was cuite . bit of stoci
stealinc in‘?éis country. This was done by whites
and Indiéns.f The Wﬂite man w:g the -herd of the
ﬁnléwfullneés, and he - anaged to ret the Indi-n
toxdo the job.

7 * The Indian sheriff had no way to arrest the
rhites in this country then because he only de'lt
with his tribe anc the white man was pretty much
his own boss ~hen it came tg unlawfulnesg., But

"the .Indian sheriff- kept pretty rood control of the

Indians
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