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"~ SEGONDINE, CHAHLES ~INTERVIEN, -

b . ) .
Alfred F. Hieks, . = , .
Fleld Worker, | h co 28'7

Interview with Chas Seoondino. . .
(Eall-nlood Indian) Delawars.) Nowata, 0klahoma.

The Laat Ferry Boab In Nomata.

In the year qf £§95 a m&n by the name of Paxton camm
tégthe Indiaxggggritory to Nowata Oo;ntf, frpmtup in Kansas
and leased some land from & fuli»ﬁlood Indian by the name

. 8f Ab Ketchum.on the v;rdgris River, 1 mile north  of what
is Nowata, Oklahoma ahd,4\milos esst. Mr, Paxton leased

. this oladm from Ab Ket -hum for ten years axd waé to do 80
much improvemont'énd bfaak up sa;; ot the land fofﬁfarming.
"This man cut qun so;e of the trees and made him a Perry .
‘boat out of ths'timber. He then went down to the river and
tmade,a crossing‘on the ;iver 80 that people could orod® when
_ihe riQor #as not up,‘that is ‘eross in wagons and buggies.
'Thia béat was Targe eﬁohgh that é—berson.oouia get two

wagons and 4 head of horses on it at one time. They had a

_vkone,Lnnh_iron_nahln_sgnahchad‘&nnoaa_ihg_zivar ana 'fagtened

-~

‘t:/;’IEFBﬁ\trae on each bank of the river and pulleys fast~
e:ed'tg.the cable gnd<§hen'to the boat. Often times the.

Arif't ‘timber coming dowq‘;he river would catch on the boat

\ ~

end would ¥reuk the cable, "~

_After Mr, Paxton's ten year leass wes up, he turned

AN

*. the boat and all the improvements over to Mr. Ketchum,



- 288

ur. Ketchum was not as good a ferryman as Mr, Paxton. He

® .

would not ferry anyons across the river after night, and.

this ferry was run thres years by Ketchum and then in 1908

it was: abandonned. '
[+3 o
. 1 remember one time after the oil field in Nowata

-

County was opened up Mr. Ketchum refused to ferry two doctors

across one nigﬁt who wers trying to get to two boys who had
heeg burned in fhe oil fields. The doctors had to come on

back to Nowata as thé:e was no bther way to get across, so

. Eust'two nights“after this the béét was blown up 5y dynamite e

ty sore of the riondrof the two boys. This bout was replac-
\ {( .
ed by,Mr. xotchum and he woa;d rervy enyone adross altef this,

3

. The County ‘put in a bridge across tha river in tl:e year

*

" of 1908, just two miles Pouth of this ford and then _the old

ferry was a thing of the past Mre Secondine who told me

this story is a fﬁll-bloodgnelaware Ingian., _
A\' * - ) a o




