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XHTOWIEV UOTH THOMAS BOUTIN HDNTER,
HUGO, OKLAHOMA

FIELD V70K£SR HAZEL B»
Mey 4 , 1 0 3 7 .

Date of b i r t h * — — — S e p t , 18#

Plac» of M r t h , — 5 miles we at of Boswoll, Okie.

Fathar—— —B»any Hunter. {Blna Ahentubbl)

Placo of birth—--——Cho<ttftw Satlon MlaBlssippi#

Mother———————T»nn«sa«# Riener.

Place of b t r t h — —

lather a ad mother both-bur Ud at old home place , north
of So sue 111 e a i led Hunter ipr lnge .

BY KCSLD WCRiC'iH,

Judge Hunt or1 • father was thrice married. Had tbree
s e t s of chi ldren.
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k BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH

My f a t h e ^

Known t o the white poople as Benny Hunter: but

Oho otaw name was ^kna AhantubbiJ was a iullblood Choetaw

Indian • He and my mother, Tennessee Bianer, aarrled soon

after the olose of the Civi l wr# I was born September 18*

1869 the o ldest o f w mother's children.

He oeme here In 1832 fben he was 18 years o ld , with

the other ^ hoe taw Indian?, who were removed here from M i s -

s i s s i p p i , ^hey f i r s t traveled horsebaek sad in wegom to

the MisaLnaippi r i v e r # then by boat up the Arkensas r iver to

Fort Coffee* Be steyed there * short whi le , went from thers

t o Iaikfata, In what i t now MoCurtain Oouaty, Oklahma* Lukfeta

la the ^hoctaw for Skeleton depot* OoYernment supply s ta t ions

were balled dtpots* He stayed there a number of yerTS, then

traveled by ox-sled t o , up between the two Boggys* (Boggy

rivers*) north of «het i s no* Bos we l l , where he l ived ft few

yjsers, and then moved ebont tire milevwest of what I s now

BtfswBll* !Ri«re I was bam* **e 11 red there u n t i l A p r l l 18,

1887* He i s buried at the old home place*

Mother died August 2 , 1902, She Is a l t o burled at the

old honMS| where there Is a family oeaetery.

There was one* a s » a l l Ti l lage &ttt*4 Hmrt«f, aused for

f e t h e i , about 5 a l l t a west i f what l a now Btaw»ll f Okla*



We had a pretty a log house as X erer saw* The log*

werehewir al*oet as smoothly as a plank, and not died to t i t

pretty cloaely at the corners, th ara were probably a few

wooden peg* or old square nalla to hold 1hea in plaoo* It

me ohlatod with atlcku, held together with Use and cl*y«

Thtre war a two large rooaa with tha \»ual vide hall between

the* ood tha loi« per ah across tha front, and boxed alderooas*

Z wae tea jaare old liror^aihar die««rdad the log houae

and tal l t a atory and a half fxeaa houee*

He was aaver latereated la politios, he engaged atoiotly

in 11 • • atook retelng end feraiag« We raised eT3*ythin«t We

had ta old horse power gin ead grist »111« I We dxltan those

horees around end around t i l l I'd be so tired X*d want to drop
4

deed* We also made our own syrup* We raised wheat end would

send i t te Benhaa, Texas, by the wegoi load to be ground lnte

a oar, shorts eta* Zt was only about e weeks journey there

and return* '

Then we <fjlt reLelog Aeat9 and would buy our flour*

By that tlae Caads was * pod trading pleoe aad we*d go orer

tbare er te Parisf $exas9 and bay fVow by'the Ihousand

Oreen osffee in 180 w S00 ptg&A seoks, roeet It la
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the or en and grind i t as wo needed I t , usually etoh

rooming before breafcfa3t, in an old square mi l l that waa

held between the knees, and ground around and around. Then

w« had the kind that v?ere nailed upon tfce wa l l , The coffe*

was poured in to a hopper l i k e t i n , and ground by a handle*

On Sunday mornings we had b i s cu i t s for breakfast, and

?11 the hired hands would get up e a r l i e r than USUPI , because

of that* Around four 0*clock, you'd heat them out chopping

weod, milking, reeding, drawing water, and t o on, whietling

and singing about b i s cu i t s for breakfast* On a clear fros ty

morning one could hear a big "buck nigger" singing for mll/tt,

about t h o i t b iscuits* And we had then 3Y2BY ^indey morning,

and on hol idays , birthdays etc*

WeM k i l l 90 m a hundred hogs avery winter, i n order t o

nave enough neat and la rd for O-IT own uee and for our work

hands* Sa paid for wotk in neat , lard ead syrup*

We had a big oroherd, peaches, pears, plums> applea#

flherri.es, grapes and berries* Always kept about a hundred

8tends of baee, to we would hare plenty of "aweetenin**

We didnU hart much money, didn't caad reach# we had

jnst ererythlqg to ea t , end just enough t o buy a few /rlotntt
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was all we needed. Speaking of clothes, I rerasmber when

lot* of the fullbl6od8,0hootaw Indian » n «ore only on*

garment, and that waa a long shirt, X recall an old am,

ao infirm that he leaned on a staff, wearing only a loos

shirt, tjame to our house on* mocnlng.

Ho* back to the eubjeet of money. Cat tit buyers would

oona ,falong arery so often to bay oar surplxn stuff and they

brou^it their money right along with than, in their aaddl*

ridera, uaually i t was gsld^too, to pay for than* There

being no banks in the oountry we had nerer heard of a check.

Trarelers would carry their money in the saddle rldacra, and

whan they would stop to stay al l night, they*d turn the

saddle ridera orer to their host, who would return i t nexl

morning with erery dollar in lt« People were honest those

day** On̂  couldn't go around with a lot of money like that

now*

I as reminded of how aoos of the fullblood Ohootaw

Indiana would be aant away to colleges, and be giren a goal

education, then roma badk and "go nattre". Retrograde, For

•zu9le# Solomon Holema was a oollefs graduate, a lawyer and

minister, yet he believed in witchcraft to the extent of

wardering "witches".
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Own there was on* ^111 am MoXlnney, a graduate form

Roenoke QoU#gsf Roenoke, Virginia* ifeo had had a oouraa

In Ibsology at Tale* and who oaae to Speneer Aoadomy to

talk to us, and aado a splendid talk* Ba looted every In oh

the poll eh ad genHeaan* Dressed Immaeulately in snow whit a

shirt, collar and black tie* Fine long Prinoa Albert ooat9

*ltb a handkarohlaf In the breast pocket, shoaa poll A ad,

up-to-^ata hair <nt, joat papfactly turned oat* Z taw MM

a fair years later* Ha had on very common i l l - f i t t ing slothes,

ha was waring a wide cartridge balt f long hair and looked

to ba luit what he vas, a fallblood Chootaw Indian* A

true omaa of retrogression*

Z nost tal l you ha»re how nsy father came by his naa»*

Bis father, Akayaha, went on a big hunting expedition wiUi

ft lot of sorters of his tribe* Soae on was always aaleotad

to stay in aanp and protaot the women and ohlldren from bears,

cougars, sad other dangerous wild aniaals that infested the

wild a of Mississippi* On this oooasion i t f e l l to the lot

of ay grandfatter to stay in oaap» A big traek dear approached

the eoap and he killed i t with an ^afield r i f l e , and becimas hs

killed the doer A i l s in camp, he named my father* who was

than about six years old., Bina Ahsntubbi, whioh means "Stay
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in caap and kill*** And white people corrupted It to

Beany Btmt*r«

It was with an old oap and ball Safield rifle that I

killed my first squirrel* X was too snail to hold it up

and aia9 so I breoed it against a sapling, got a bead on

the squirrel and fired*


