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INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS WOUTIN HUNTER,
HUGO, OXKLAHOMA

FIELD WORKER  HAZEL B. GREENE,
Moy 4o 1937,

Date of Dbirthe~w—e=--eScpt, 18, 1849,

Place of birth,~v-w---8 miles west of Boswell, Okle,
Patherevecccccncacas--Bgnny Hunter, {Bina Ahantudbdi)
Plegs of Bl rtheeve-ewsChogiaw Ration Mississippi.

Nothey -Tenpessee Risner,

Place of dirtheavee--Tennessse,

Father and mother botk uried at ¢ld home place, north
of Eosmell, oalled Hunter springs.

NOTE BY FIELD WRK“Re

Judge Hunter's father was thrice married, Had tixes
seta of ohildren,
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A BIOGRAPHIC SKETICH

My fether,

Fnoen to the white pacple as Benny Bunter: but vwhose
Chootaw nsme was Bina Ahantubbi: was a fullblood Chogtew
Iniian « He and my mother, Tennessee Bianer, married soon
af ter the close of the O{vil wor, I was bHorn September 18,
1869 the oldest of my mother's children,

He ceme here {n 1832 when he was 1B years 014, with
the other “hog taw Indians, who were removed here from Mise-
sissippi.  They first traveled harseback amd in wegons
the Misal ssippl river, then by boat up the Arkensass river to
Fort Coffee, He steyed there a shart while, went from thers

-to lukfate, in what { ¢ now MoCurtain Ooumty, Oklah ma, Lukfasta
1s the Choetaw for Skmleton depot, Government sipply stations
vere pulled depota, He stayed there a number of yéara, then
{raveled by ox~sled t0, up between the two Boggyg. {Boggy
rivers.) narth of whet 18 now Boswell, where he lived a few
xeéra, md then moved sbdout five mileswest of what 18 now
Boswslls, There I was barm. He lived there until 4pril 18,
1887, He is Wuried at the 0ld hame place,

Mother died August 2, 1902, She {5 also buried at the
014 home, where there is a family cemetery.

There was once a ssall village nased Hunter, memed for

my fether, about 3 xiles west of what 1is now Beswell, Okls,
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We had a pretty ; log hause az £ ever mw, The logs
were hewn' alnoc't as smoothly as a plank, and notched to fi¢
pretsy dosely at the cormers, there were Ixobably a few
wo@ pegs or 61d square nails to hold them {n plsce, It
we chinked with atioks, held together with lime end clmy.
Thwre were two large rooms wish the wual wide hall between
thén and the long parah across the front, and boxed aiderooms,

I was ten yoars old wren-Jather discarded the log hause
and tuilt a story-and thr freme house,

He was never interestsed in polities, he engaged ssrietly
in live stok ratsing and ferming. ¥e raised ovazythinq e
had an old horse power gin and grist mille I've driven }gpo
horses around md aroind t121 I'd be 80 4red I'd wmt to drop
deade We also made our own syrupe Ve raised wheat and would
send 1} 7] ﬁonhu, Texas, by the wsgox load to be gx:aund inte

floaar, shorts eto, It was only about a weeks journey there
and return, / '
’

Then we quit relsing sheat, and would buy our flow,
By that time Cadde was & @od trading pleee anil we'd go over
thers & %o Paris, Texas, snd tuy fiour by the thoussnd
3

pounds, Gresm mffee in 180 ar 200 phm sadks, roest it in
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the oren and grind it as we peeded {t, usuglly ech
moming befars breakfaat, in an 0ld square mill that was
held betwcen the knees, and gr‘aund araand and arcunds Then
we hed the kind that were miled upon the wall, The coffes
was poured into a hoppér like ¥ r, and gzround by a handle,

On Sunday mernings we hed biscuits for breakfact, and
211 the hired hands would get up earlier thao usuel, because
of thatey Around four O%alock, you'd heat $hem cut chopping
w od, milking, feeding, draving water, and so on, whistling
and singing ebout biacuite for breakfeste On & clear frosdy
morning one c¢oild hear a big "duek nigger" singing for milss,
about thowe disoults, And we had them IVERY Sundey morning,
and n holidays, birthdays etas “

We'd k{11 90 or a hundred hogs every winter, in order to
have encugh mead and lard for onr own use and for our work
hands, ??a.yaid far work in meat, lard emd syrup.

We hed @ tWig oreherd, peaches, pesrs, plums, apples,
eherries, grapes and dberries, Always kept sbout a hundred
stands of bees, 80 we would have plenty of “sweetenin",

We ddn't have much money, 41dn't seed much, we hed

Just evarything to eat, snd just enough to Wy a few clothes
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was al)l we needed, Speaking of clothes, I rmml;or m;n
lots of the fullbléeds,Chootaw Indian men, wore only one

| garmsnt, and that was a long shirt, I recall an 0ld msn,
80 i{nfirm that he lseaned on a staff, wearing oaly a long
shirt, came to our house ons marning.

Now dadk to the subdjest of money, Cattle duyers would
oone fploxg every 80 often t0 luy our surplus atnrt" and they
Mouéxt their money right aslang with them, in their seddle
riders, usaally {t was gld too, to pay for them, There
being no danks i{n the country we had never heard of & check,
Travelsrs would carry their money {n the seddle riders, anl
vhen they would stop to stay all night, they'd turam the
saddle riders over t0 their host, who wmld return it nexs
morning with every dollar {n {t, People were honsst those
daya, One\eouldn't go around with a lot of money like that

nowe AN

S~

I sm reminded of how soms of the fulldlood Chootaw
Indiens would be ssnt away t0 colleges, and be givea a goal
education, then coms back and "go native". Retrograde, For
example, Solomon Hotema was & oollege graduate, a lawyer md
ninister, yot he bdelieved in witcheraft to the extent of
mirderi ng “"witohes”,

80
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Then there waa one Mlliem NcKinney, a graduate form
Roancks College, Reemoke, Virginia, who md had a sourse
in The ology at Yale, mnd who came to Spencer Assdemy to
talk to us, and mrde a splendid talk, EHes looknd every inch
the polished gemdlsman, Dresssd immagulstely in snow white
shirt, collar and dlack tie, ‘Fine long Prince Albert ooz ¢,
128 s handisrohief {n the dreast pooket, shoes polished,
up-to=date halir amt, just perfectly turned out. I saw him
s fow years later, He hed on very common illefitting slothes,
he was wearing a wide aartridge belt, lorng hair and looked
to de just whst he wes, & fulldlood Chootaw Indians A
true osse of refrogression,

I must tell you here how my father came by his name,
H{s father, Akaysha, went on a big hunting expedition Wit h
2 1ot of mamders of his tride, Some ons was always selected
t0 atey in ¢axp and protect the women and children from dears,
sougars, and other dangerous wild animals that infested the
wlds of Misatssippi. On this oOccasion {t fell to the lot -
of my grandfather $0 stay in camp, A dDig busk deer approached
the camp and he killed 1t with an Enfield rifle, and decanse he
killed the deer while in camp, he named my father, who was

‘en about six yeers oldy, Bine Ansntubbi, which means "Stay
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in camp and kill". And white people corrupted it to

Benny Bunters

It wes with an 0ld cap and ball Enfield rifle that I

killed my first squirrel,

I was too small to hold it up

and eim, s0 I braced it sgainst a sapling, got a bead on

the squirrel and fired.
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