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SOHRODER, FRED. ~ INTERVIEW. 9782,
Nora Lorrin, ' ~
Tnvestigator,
Jan. 24, 1938. -
An Interview With Fred Sohroder. ~

Okarche, Oklahome.

I was born in Germany, December 1856. My father,
John Schroder, was born in Germeny, in 1816, and died in
. . -
Gerpany at the age of fifty-nine years. My mother,

Fredsrica Allenborg Sohroder; was born in Germany about

~

the year 1816, and died.in 1891. There wers five chil ren,
. ‘ .

two girls and three boys, I deing the youngest of the

children.

,

I was marriéd when I was twenty-seven years of age,
and was father of one child. when we left Germany for the
o i o Ea
United States. The ship on which we came across the water
f\

was called the "Retchio", We got along all right until

U A

one daiAéahething broke in the shi gs machinery, and we

floated around helpless one whole day. Ve were on ths

‘watgr fdr fourtsen days and‘landed in New York on Wednesday

April 16, 1883, The first day of May I landed in Nebraska.,
My mother's brother was living in Nebraska, in Lancaster
County, ten miles sast of Linoeoln, and\that was the reason

2t

that I chose that local;ty. Our family lived in Nebraska

[
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for about seven years. I was renting farms all that time,

and was not getting ehead. I had alwdys wanted a home
of my own so when Oklahma was opened for settlement, I

ceme here to look it over, leaving my wWife in Nebraska -

until later. 'My wife thought Oklahoma was all Indians

LN

and I had a very difficult time persuading her to come.

I came down on the train, whioch at that time came as far

»

as Kingfisher. The train stopped at Hennessey. There was

v

natﬁing there at that time but the stock yards. Kingfisher
was a'l;ttie town full of shacks. )
I cams to Oklehoma six mogths after the run of 1889,

and took a elaim that aﬁother'man.had filed on and departed.’
It was locéted just a mile east of.Okarch;, just agrosé‘t;e
line in Kingfisher County. I went back and got my'fa@ily‘_
and brought them down in the,trein, The first thing I did
Was t0 go to Kingfisher and get a load of lumber and built

a box thse,'l4 x 20 feet, that being long enough to give’
‘ -

e

‘us two rooms. I dug a well after I got my shack built.
. ‘ : o J
In the meantime, we used water from the slough on our claim.
' >

There had been raiﬁ'a-p;enty and the slough was well-filled

with rain water. - That first summer I had chills and fever,

\

-
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though I wae the only one in the family who did, After,
building Qy shanty} I built a shed barn, just a wind

‘ brealk, with poles, covering it with slough giass., The ’
grass waBVhigH-&n tp;,sloughs and luxuriant everywhere,
because of the réins, and so we had plenty of wild prairie
hay. I had three horses, four milk cows, and 1 also
broﬁgﬁt a pig aloné from ﬁebraskg, whi ch welbutchered
when it was large enough. j \\ - ‘ o

The first year I broke out ten\équé‘of éod_and then

plan?ed it t%‘wheét, bﬁt did not Qéfse much %heat. - It
Wwas seven years before i got to put anylmoré‘improvements
on my prOperty. I/just had t;‘make a go of my farming

_ Venture, as thgre was no %ork to be had gt that time. The
way we workedlit, ée would take some butte;'and eggs to

tom one week and get a few groceries, and the next week

the produce would have to be used to purchése flour,

* ————— ———— — ——

The Indians passed my claim every day and I-did

quite a lot of trading with them. I traded watermelons

~

and other farm produce for shoes, bldnkets, clothing, etc.

The Indians would soametimes ccme'singlx and sometimes tn

. -groups of five or six. The best bargain I remember to

~
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have made with an Indian, was to trade a bushel of my
potasoes for a good little pony.
I used %0 use a corn planter that had a long wire

knotted as far apart as I wanted my corn to be planted

in the hills. This wire was fastened at bqth ends of

the fiéld, the wire running through the planter and every
time one of those kgots hif a gadget, the proper amount of
asorn would drop for each hiil. 1t planted evenly and was
very dependable., Som:/;;dians came along one day and

stopped to watoh me pYant corn. They were very curious

3

-about 1t, and monkeyed with the wire, and when my corn

came up that year it was all out of line, and so-far as

looks were concerned it might as well have been planted

v

by hand.

There were'-no trees at all on my place, nothing bgt////

preirie grass. I got wood to burn from people who hegf//

trees,- that they either sold or geve me. I have piéked
y

The main dréaw-back is that they méke lots of ashes,

dry.

but the odor of their burning is ngt umpleasant, as one
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would suppose. It did not take long to gather a wagonload
as the gountry was covered with cattle. Okarche was"a
cattle shipping point. The ocattle ocorrals and chutes

. were 8 half mile long and were located on a hill on the

A

west side of town. Often whole train loads of cattle

Py

were shipped from this point. The largest shipment that

N

I ever saw fram this point at one time was S,OOOHhead of
cattle at one tims, ~There were fifty cowboys who regularly

ranged around Okarche when I first came here, and I have

3

- eaten lots of beans with them. They were good boys, they

always gave me a good piece of beef. There were some deer,
o . ‘ N
but I was never fortunate enough to kill one of them. There

yere lots of prairie chickens; I have seen them in bunches
of thausands. There were lots of rattlesnskes, aléo;- I

have killed many of them.. One time the cquntry was burned
! . i}a;__—* ) -

over, and in a distance of one mile I killed sighteen of

these ra%tlesnakes, shooting them with*& shotgﬁn. The

qowboys tried to get me to let the rattlesnakes alone, as

¥

< Lo -
they were sure that I would get bitten by them. The rattle-

L I \‘ ‘ “
_ snakeg havs a Wabit of crawling intc their hole and leaving

their tail stick out far enough to be in plain view; they
¥ N ! \ . .



¥ R AH0

SCHRODER, FRED. INTERVIEW, =~ 9782.,

~ =6

‘oould turn and théir head will be close where their

t?il is, and ready to strike. If you did not know this

habit, you might think that he was safely in his hole,

%ith only his tail in evidence, and do something fool-

haTAy about it. . ~—
I was in El Reno when they were laying out the lots and

I ?ould have had the lot on which theNKerfoot Hotel now

stands fof $75;OO but‘I did not have the money to invest.
I improved mybfarm until I eventually had a five,

roomed house, a barn, a granary, chicken house, ete.,

-

Y

MySfamily lived on our claim for thirty-three years.

i

During this time, my wife and I became the parents of six

~
v

children, five boys aﬁd one girl. By hard work and good
ﬁanagement, we bgoaﬁg wealthy'lgnd‘ownefs. I own four
other farms besides my original claim, I also'own & héha

in Okérahe. With oy family,»l moved to Okarche about 1923,
and have 3ince been.living the life of af;etired farmgr.

I have four sons living and they ar; farming mq land,_oar;y-
ing on Yhe;e I left off., Ve still have some furniture; {/

chairs, tables, disheg, etc., that we had when we first

o
L}

came to Oklahoma. My wife is still living, and we are now

living happily together in Okarche, while the children farm.

°
L4



