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INTERVIEW 8845 FomA.(S-149)

Indian-Pioneex History Project for Oklahor.f

Field Worker's name Ihad Snlth, Jr.

Thisjreport made on (date) October 14, 1937 1 9 g

1 . Name to»« Marge™* KcCurtey

Chickasha2. Post Office Address

3. Residence address (c- location) 910 North

4. DATE Or BTITF: I^onth December DcU Year1880

5. Place of tirth J a c k County, Texas

6. Name of Father John G. McBee r-.aco of

Other infrr-ati:)", snr^t "o::.^r B u r i e d i n

?. Name of Mother Margaret ?hit« ^,P.ce o f b i r t h Texas

Other info T-V.'on -abcut ir^^.^r Bgried In Taxaa

Notes or'ocnpiPtc n^rretivo vv the i i r l i *:o •ko" Q'e]1.:1. 7,-i.lh me l i f e
and story cf* th.^ r>o ŝon jr terviened. I^sftr to "a^a^l tor ^u^C'Sted
subjects f,nd questicris-. Continue on blank ^neets if necssoary and
attach firmly-to th is Xorra. Number of sheets attached -
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Thad F a i t h , J r . ,
Interviewer,
October 14, 1937.

An Interview with Mrs. Margeret Mc-
Curley, Chickaaha , Oklahoma.

I eez&e to the Indian Territory *lth my parents

in 1891.

we crossed Red River on a ferry boat at RivMn

Crossing and ay father rented a farm on Ryan prairie

not far from Ryan.

©̂ lived in a dugout, but we did our cooking in

a smâ i "*og building near our dugout. Our dugout h8d

a cirt floor; the roof was covered with "'ogs, and ther.

grass put on the logs and then covered .with dirt. The

on^y "light we had, came in through the door. he had

a fireplace in the rear of the dugout. The chimney

was raade of adobe mud*

My father raised mostly cotton rnd corn, but we

did raise aorae cane^fromwhich we made sorghum. My

father had his cotton ginned at Ryan, and so1 d i t there

for five cents per pound* My father always kept *het
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corn be raised to feed bis horses, bogs and.a ferr

milk cows.

There were many deer, wiM turkeys, prairie

chickens and quails near where we lived*

I ssir very few Indians while there.

I attended school at the Prairie Grove box

schoolhouse which was near Ryan* There were approxi-

mately thirty-fire pupils going to school there* We

studied "Swintons" books and HcGuffey's books. We sat

on long benches and each bench had a p^ank nailed to the

back of i t that we used, to write on, and to lay our.

books on while studying*

Occasionally a preacher would travel through the

country, and when one was available, we would get him

to preach in our schoolhouae. I t never mattered what

denomination they were, because not any of us belonged

to any certain church* One of the Baptist preachers we

had was named Cloudis.

We lived on Ryan prairie until 1805, when we moved

to Caddo Creek in the Chiokasew country* My father
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farmed there u n t i l 1920*

In 1896 I married John Thomas Anderson. w e got

our l i c e n s e a t Ardmore and we were married by a

B a p t i s t M i n i s t e r named Martin*

I n 1900 my husband died e n d . i n 1905 I married

J. M« MeCurley*

'"hills and fever used to be a very conmon all*

ment in the southern part of the Territory* The

best remedy I ever used for Chi^s was corn shuck

tea* I t was made by cutting the shucks up into

small pleoes and boiling*

There was a weed that grew on Ryan prairie thet

was called "Baimonle"* ?'e uaed i t for a purgative
•4

by making a tea of. the leaves.

My moth r always nade our own soap out cf meet

cracklings, we would have l e f t after jnenderigg '-.rd*

We had an ash hopper we kept our wood ashes in until

we eou5d save enough to nuke the lye we needed to make

our soap*


