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Thad “mith, Jr.,
Interviewer,
October 14, 1937,

An Interview with Mrs,. Nargéret Me-
Curley, Chickasha , Ok)shoma.

I came to the Indian Territory vith my parents
in 1891,

%e crossed Red River on a ferry boat at Rivlin
Crossing and my fsther rented a farm on Ryan preirie
not far from Ryan, |

%e Yived {n a dugout, but we d1d our cooking in
a ama!) lég buitding nesr our dugout. Our dugout hed
a é¢irt floor; the roof wes covered with logs, and then
grass put on the logs and then covered with dirt. The
on'y Yight we had, ceme in through the door. %e had
8 fireptace in the rear of the dugout. The chimney
was made of adobe mud.

My father raised mosﬁ]y cotton ¢nd corn, but we

did reise some cane,fromvhich we made sorghum. My

father had his cotton ginned at Ryan, end so'd it there

for five cents per pound. My father eiways kept what
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corn he raised %o reed his horses, hogs and.a few
milk cows.

There were many deer, wild turkeye,'hrairie
chickens and quails nesr where we lived.

I saw very few Indians while there,

I gtfended schoo! at the Prgirie Grove box
schoothouse which was neer Ryan. There were approxke
mately thirty-five pupils going to school there, Ve
studied "Swintons" béoka and MoGuffey's books. Ve sat
on long benches snd each bench had a plank nailed to the
back of it thag we used, to write on, and to lay our.
books on while studying,

Occasionally a preacher would travel! through the
country, end when one was available, we would get him
to preach in our schoolhouse, It never mattered what
denomination they were, beczuse not eny of us belonged
to any certain church. One of the Baptist preeschers ve
had wes nsmed Cloudis,

¥e 1ived on Ryan prairie until 1895, when we moved

to Caddo Creek in the Chickasaw country. My father
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farmed there until 1920,

" In 18906 I merried John Thomas Anderson. ™e got
our 1icense at Ardmore snd we were married by s
Baptist Minister named Martin,

In 1900 my husband died snd -in 1903 I married
J« M, MoCurley.

"hills and fever used to be a very common ail- .
ment in the southera part of the Territory., The
best remedy I ever used for Chil's was corn shuck
tea, It was mace by cutting the shucks up ;nto
small pieces and boiling,

There wes & weed that grew on Ryan prairie thst
vas called q"Bﬂmonia". ve used it for & purgetive
'by meking ; tea of. the leaves.

My moth r a:l-wan made our own sosp out cf meet
erecklinge ,’n would.hgve Teft after rendettrg ' .rd.
¥e had an ash hopper we kept our wood ashes in until

we could save enough to mske the lye we needed to make

our soep.
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