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Investigator,
Nov. 15, 1937.

 An Tnterview With Thos. J. Savage,
Route #1, Orlando, Oklahema.

I was bo_n at Bloomins;oa, Illinois, January 30,

—;1876, my parents being George and Sarah Ramsey Savage.

"fmw parents died vhen I was quite young, and I was raised

by my uncle, Dennis Jacksen. In 1889 we came from the

state of Illinois to leahoma Terrltory during the

'summer after the opening of old leahoma in April and

we located in Logan Gounty on a rarm which my uncle
beught. Thia was abeut one and a half miles southeast
of @rlando. |

The trip rram Illineis was made 1n covered wagonse.

There were three families 1n the group. I-was a 1ad of

thirteen then and this was a great trip for me. It took

us abeut nine weeks %o make the trip. We éiosseé the

Mississippi River on a rerry boat.

In eressing a river in Misseuri we had a very nparrow
anape. The water uas deep and swirt and we missed the

way ‘the rord went and get 1nto deeper water which eansed
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the horses to swim before we could get back on the line
the ford should be, » —

Buring the trip we ga_th;red our ligr;ing:va"s Wwe came.
There:were plenty of apples.and sweet,pofatdes that year

and they-eould ke had at little cost and sometimes were

TELL _
given to us; while meat could be bought for three éents
per pound.
On.the farm that Unole bought we bullt a dugout,
‘and later a log house, I don't remember much about his.
L erops-but I knei .one year there was & bumper turnip-erep.
i T Some of them were quite large, and they were used in all -
) kind of ways. During this year other erops were not very
h good, and this was .cal;led_ "turpip yesr”.
+ . I often caught the small wild turkeys but never
c" succeeded in raising.any of them. | o
At the opening of the éné;okeersxr_if in 1893, I was
w} -not old:.enough to enter the race, but és pv'e h-ad li.vedl near ’
) the south. line for four years I was pretty well posted on
i ‘fhe, condition of the country and I acted as:a guide for -
o " others. A fow years aftér the 'ei;eni.ng I bought rights on

. elighty aeres, and after I married I rented an eighty on
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which there was avbné-roam‘houSg. We lived in thisvuntil
I'could build on the land I hed bought. About 1903, I

'F: built.a:tqureem frams_house. " ' |
-7 ' gome of our furniture was home-made but we only had

- the necessaryiartidlés.

......

¥e used water from 'a spring and wood wds used for fual;

I only had*wﬁat”litéstOGK‘uas ﬁeeesséfy~for farm use; |
~-milk cows and*é few hogs. I had bought a span of mules |
and I traded them for a team of mares, from which I raised

some young horses.

My first orop was cotton end corn, but later I raised
kaffir also., I hauled my cotton to Orlendo and Perry.
Our supplies were béught-at Orlando but we did not need
much in those éays, as we raiséd vegetables and I would
have ooangronnd.at the gfist mill for meal whiech we used
for bread. I did some hanting, killing rabbits,'pqssums,

and eoons,'a;so some quail and prairie ehiqken, These we

used for meat and with meat and lard that we had at butcher-
ing time we got along very‘well; I often toock rabbits to
town selling them for five cents apiece, and with this money

I bought flour or other things that we needed.
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In 1891 a school house was built by donation.
Some would give logs and these were sawed into lumber
which was used and the work wes all donated. This ias
loocated on‘the Eimmiman farm and was a mixed school
for white end colored children., Sally Van Norsedale was
the first teacher, and was paid with a county warrant.
Later the location was moved on a hill and a better

house was built) then it was nemed High Hill.




