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‘Creek Bridge is now. Here on thia small place they

SANDERS, SiM INTHRVIEW 7943, .

Hunmingbird & Bigby,
Interviewers,
October 20, 1937.

An interview wicth lir. Sem Senders,
Proctor, Oklshoma.

JD

Sem Senders, & half-breed Cherokee was born
in what is now Aduir County, at that time Going-
snake District, Cherokee Nation, May é, 1871. He
wag the youngest chiid of Dave Sanders snd Nellie
Berk., Sam ha'd only two brothers who died in in=-
A

fency. Hs now lives at Proctor.

Early Life

) -y
Most of Sem's eaerly l1ife wss spent on a ‘small
farm near the present village of Proctor, His father,

laid ch}m to e ﬁen acre tract near where the Tyner's

reised patches of corn, potatoes and other vagetables.
They never raised enough pr¢6ﬁce to have & sur-

plus., At that time there were.not meny as what we

‘now wou'd term big farmers. Richard¥olfs wes abou$

the Yergest farmer in this part of the country et

that time, He operated sbout fifty acres just across

the Barren Creek south ox Proctor.

e
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. Every farmer had é few heed of cattle. ‘
They usually had two or ;hree'ﬁead'of cslves to
sell every Fall, This helped $hem buy their
winter clothes. But therewere plenty of hogs in
this part of the country. Théy ran-st 1argekin '
'the‘hi1?a around Proctor. Sam hes seen as maﬁy
g8 hundred he;d at one p1ace.hP1§nty of magl wes
to be réund theréfore hogs stayed fat el1 the
- time,
| Educetion
The earliest school sstag‘ighed in this part
of the country‘wés the Tyner &a?;ey'Schooi.
The Tyner Va'ley Schoél wes a Cherokee-S5chool
This wes @ log building, The school wes Tocated just
gbout « half mile northefst,or.the town just aoross |
" Tyner Creek on Highway 62, There were about fifteen
children who at%enéed this schgol;.cTne old teeéhers
at this plece are ﬁTi vhitwire, Charlotte wﬂitmirp,

Mendy Sendes and Susie Neve,
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Church

There was no assteblished church ;n this

part of the Cherokee Hetion for a long time. The

only church service th.t was held around hers
e

"wes he'd in the schoolhouse by John Swmallwood a

fullblood Cherokee. Imallwood was a Methodist
Minister, |
Civil wWar
Mr. éanders does not know anything about
the Civil war. He was not Yiving st that timse,
but whap he knows w;s %014 to him by his father.

His father did not serve in the armies of the

 8ivil Yar. He remained at home and joined whes

was ca'led the "Bush‘Whackere"; He does not
know of any battlefields in this part of the coun~
ty. ’

Cattle sn d Cattlemen

Meny cettie could be found in the Goingsnake

Districts "Every femily hal a few hesd of cattle
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but whet we now would teim.ﬁig cattlguen

were scerce. Among the lew that could be~found
was Richard Wolfe, Zeke Procter end Jomson
%hitmire. They so'd their cattle io‘buyers from
osher states. There were no sh}ppinggpqinta at’

that time,

@

Forry o

TEENEN Q

Sunders remembers on'y one ferry; this wes

the ferry at Boudinot Ford nest the town of Tehle~

)
< ©

quah. This is the on'y ferry that-he ever crossed.

~

He does tiot know the name of the operator of this

RN

ferry. But he thinks it wga one o; the Boucinots.

¥
~

Fords - :
Almost every tord wss named in ;he‘eérYy days,
that 18, 811 the fords on the Iltinocis River. The
I\{;nois Ri%%i coul @ not be forded just everywhéro
so the fords went by names. Amoug the early names
for these fords are the Boudindﬁ Ford eas; of Tahle-

‘qush, Chewey Ford at Joe Chewey's place that is nesr

vz

]
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the village of‘Chewey, nos fProctor Ford north

.

PR
St

of the present town of Wettse. This was the main
ford at that time beceuse it wes the main road
to Siloam Springs, the Yargest town nearest %¢ the
Cherokee country.‘Mitche7} MilI.Ford was located
about ten mives west of Wetts, This ford wss
nened 1nphonor of'a vhite men named Mivchell who
operated &8 grigt mi1l et this place, .

K

Furs end Hides

~

There wére pYeniy of fur bearing enimels to
be found in this part of the Cherokee Nation.

. Otter could be found on Barren Creek. There has
beéh saveral killed to his knowing agound Proctgg.
The fur merket was ped et th t time. The fur
prices ren from a nickel\for an opossum to agout

one doller for = fox. The Cherokees”did not hunt

much in the night. Hides s0'd for about rifty e

\

h 3 & NI - j
,0on%8 8% oy nbinnatl, Arkenses. There. wes & ten-

nery located at this pfﬁce.
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There wes plenty of geme in the woods in
this part of the Cherokee Naticn at that tima,
Deer, turkey, squirrels snd meny other smafl
animals could be found in-great numbérs. at

-~

thet tiuwe th;ré vers some good hdnte}e. Bullet
¥eaver, Dave B;;k snd Blua Stop were the greete
est hunters among the Chérokee: in this part of
.the country at that time,

Fishwere pientiful in:the s§reams‘aroun§'
Fé:otor: The main streams at that time were
the Berren Cresk snd the’Tyner“Creek. The
_Tyner Creek emptied into the Barren chek sbout
a mile south of Prostor. Bvery Spring the figh '
would go up stream‘on Tyner Creéka ‘Wnere the

¥

creek became swmaller they could be killed 03511§.
yost of the Ch;quees at‘that time spesared the fish.
Every yesr they wouXB\have wﬁet they ce'led fish
killings. This wes done by po1iﬁting the weter with
bugk=eye. Tﬁis Suck-eye was used ?o meke fish

drunk. It would mot ki1l them if tney could get éﬁ-x

£y

A=
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1i¢tle fresh water, But if they coul'd not get
out of thia poigon it would ki1) chem. Thousend
of them wers killed every year,

Financing Farmers

'Most of the farmers at that time had e ‘ittle
money. We did not heve mdny men thet had plenty of
money. Among those who hed money were Richard %Wolfe
and the Whitmi;'ea. They usua'l‘ly loaned their neigh-

- bors a1l the mone'y théy needed, Notes end moxltgages
were not knownj A1) money was losned besed on honesty. '

Horse Races

- The tracks.were et John Sanders Fie'd and at
Whitmire Prairie. John Senders was the race men in -
this part of-the country. He owned a eauple of
race horses. They were not real bred race stock. He
ownhed hpraea that he raised on 'his farm, Jjust common .
horsési The greatest racs he ever witnessed at the .
Sendars tracks wes u race run between Watt Sanders and

a men named Ferguason. This was about 1885, The Sanders

horse won the x;ace.‘ Ferguson lost a Yot of money
\
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in this rece. Another race st this placse re-

sulted in a tie, This was beiween the Serders'
horse owned by a B :

horse and & men nemed Smith from Mi'ssouri.

_Indien Dences and Music.

The Cherokees ﬂad two kinds of dances. The
one calted the 014 R§01 Dance was somewhat similar
to the .Square Dance of ;mwadays. The other was the
0ld stomp Danoe;‘ this wes a kind of a Ceremponial
Dancei this dence was & Society Dence. They dan;:ed

. !

~not 811 together; they did too in a way but tﬁe
bunches Wereby clans., But in thirz community the
Reel Dance was the fevorite. Among the eerly day
music makers were Dave Blackwood, Red Fish end Wilson
Crawtish: They 8180 had a choir that sené at funerals
and at church services. This cholr was composed of
several members smong them were T.ewis Bird, leadser,
Issac Hummingbird, Hy’der boys and seversl others.

y " Politics

The Sanders a'l.belonged to the Netional Paryy. |
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. The voting precinct was Rebbit Trip. The first

-time I'voted Uick “olf was the jrdge.  ° o '

L3

At E%ectibns %ere,very intefeatingLin the Incdien
Terfiiory. The';gefokees <xnew tne importance of
the‘eTecéidné thet eerly. Thefe were not msny Jobs
tnai'xhe.ehigf cpuld appoint.  The éreatestﬂeWection
held 1n’the.Cherokee Natién'ing in the election t@g
ygar'th,t Joel B. Maéee and Rebbit Bunch ren for

- ¢hie?, ?omeubaopWe say thet Bugch beatﬂMa&es.\And
tﬂé majority wiil never bei}éve snything a‘sé but -

' .. . k a-’ ,
that this wae & crooked desl. Tha.grest i e wes

the AYlotment of: Cherckee Netion. Bunch wde the .

~

e

only ful' blood who ever ren for chief and caused .

I
-
I

_;___sb“muchwaxciiemenjg__ﬁﬁnbh wAE thé gregteﬁt states-.

men among tne Cherokees. ~ His words in-his  eeches
during his campeign, will never be Torgottens Every-

4 N
thing vhat he t0’d would cume to pass has 's'ready

A4

happened Eust as he said.. .

~
o~

Treding snd Killing Points

Cincinnati, srkensas was their main trading'pgint
o

. at that time. 'Bob end Bi'1 Fhes were the early day
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treders et this ‘place. Tehleguah Indian Terri-
tory was another, treding point for the people

arouné this country. Jiw Stapler ... a the trader
>

gt this town.

-~

The nearest w@wivl wes at Bidding “prines &and

ves g Teter 2iV1. This wng locsted neer Sauhillau,

t

The operator wes Dr. Bidding sn exrly dey white man.

Nevapapers
There was not any,newspepers i; the Chexrukee
Natiqo at that tire. The Cherokes .dvopéte was the
only paper in this couniry, It was ﬁ;inted at Tshle-

cush toth in Cherokee an. "nX'ish.

Salt Springs

-

The on’& Sa?t~5prings that they kiuew snything of
r the t5wn o~ "¢Y ' na, Saveral.tl es
a yesT the Cherokees wou'd gn in bunches to this

plaece. There was.at this place sevars? lorge kettles

: . .
thet wus used 1o bouil the water after the water was

. boiled there would be left a brownish ooking powder.
e e

that was used for salt. 1 do nrot know whether they

-~ . \’\
A
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owdé at;Tsh) equeh.
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O’d’Timers;

.

. Some old-timers were “qua-Nee-Da Bird,

Ou-He=1eu~Ga, Billie Plug, kw17 Downing, Billie.

Crittenden snd Nelson Terrapin. . ,

»
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Cookson, Captain
Braggs '
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S Household Manufactures--Cherokes
Farming~-Cherokee Nation
-Grist Miils~-Cherokee hetion
. .Game--“herokee Nation .
- ' . Housesg--Cherokse Nation -
o , Kee~too-wah society -



