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THE EXPJRIiSJCE OF A PIOHK3R O F ,
Cisaem Ishem and Lcmisi; Aon (Picket) Isha-n,

, Oklahoma.

In the summer of 1356 I ctraa up into Greer County, Texas,

to prospect for land whi^h I .sight file and co&yert into a home-

stead* I located three miles sast end oaa aiilo south of the

present toVm of Bleir. 1 dug a helf dug-out and a veil, I went

over to the river and got logs to fix up my wall ou the top of the

ground, and a few posts. £e went to Mangixra and -got the correct

nuabers of my section, filed legally and started back to Texas

for my w*fe and six children. 1 had five girl's and one boy and

.•ny wife was not ve-ry wall, and we hoped by coining to thie open

fllaan country «he would get well, We s-feartcd back the day aftsr

Chri»t«a« aud it only tooic ue two cloye to nzY.e. the trip. I

brought two -vê ona Tfith ae the first trip, wife driving one wagon

to which I had hitched t spt̂ n of xules, ??e brought with us loose.

stoftJc, ten cows end. twenty Texes horees. My ^Ife brought six

hens and one rooster arid the food end clothing3 ̂ o do us ae near

ao we could gutss two years,'in Cf.se VJO etc r.ot ^oke^'s. crop and

could not buy. «'e caao thi'cugh without anr trouble, ^ife

brought ol>ig "square Tlve-gallon cau full of butterailk to drink—

on tho way do we would not get thirsty and hare to stop for extra

Wttr. After I got her settled, 1 took the vagon and mules end

went bsok to Young County for my seod end farming tools,

Hint w « U until I had s U ugJJiiais and tot bsek ss^far si
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Pease Hirer cooing hdme to Greer County. The river was up and
r

we waited a day for it to run down.

There were two other neri with loaded wagons waiting when

1 drove up. /• herd of cattle went across aheed of us and I

figured that tney had settled the quicksand and that it was

tafe but the other men would not try it. I became impatient

and wanted to get on home as it was getting colder every minute,

and 1 *aa wonderiag if my family would hare fuel enough to do

theat. i»t la.it the men said if i would drive in first and got

stuck toay could come in and Bull me out for they knew if 1 aade

it across they could, for they had larger teuma than I did. I

drove in- but I never knew the water would be to my mules' flanks

and that we would have to break ice all the way across, it was

freezing so fast. A horse will break ice and walk right on if

the load is not too heavy but a mule won't, A mule Is like a

hog-«he doesn't like water nohow' and simply will not break his

way through the ice. I was "stuck"good and proper. The man with

the biggest team of horses rode his horses out to help me. I
always drove with a horse tied to my mules* bridle when crossing

these western streams so 1 A case 1 did get stuck X could ride out
• . 4

and not have to wade. 1 walked out on my wagon tongue to hitch

the doable tree of the new team to my tongue, got my hands eud

feet wet and thought 1 would surely freeze before I could get
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thea hooked up. We got then hooked up end straightened out
of

• l ightly downstream, then with the lines end urging/our voice*

w* *wung the horses out straight across the stream end out we

eeme without any trouble. ?$ taosw then that the stronger teams

could mefce i t without help. I <?ot out and made a fire for us

al l to warm b? end waited until both men were across and vanned,

then we vextt on about three -sile? further end camped a l l uight

at a sehooltiouse. N«st 4ey I cane on in hoae without anv trou-

ble but found everything frozen up.

My wife h8d le f t the empty buttermilk can setting out and

i t had f i l l ed with water and frozen solid and tj$rst wide open.

Everything under tfca ground was snug but the cattle were suf-

fering. I had not prepared enough shelter for them. We never

lost any est t le frosi freezing but they got awful cold. We raised

enough hogs in V*o years to se l l at*&£ cents a pound to build iia

a two room house end e good barn, besides having our own taeat.

W« had no protection for ^ur chickens at n i l , kc fast as I could,

I hauled wood from the ln<*i«*i Territory and cut! into stove-wood

length so when ipring did—<vw*e I would not have1 to stop work in

• i '
ay crop and haul wood. My sen fe l t so sorry about his mother's

i
i

chickens thet he dug them little dugout* as much li<« our^as he

could and lined them with this stove wood. The hens s*emed to

appreoiate it for my wife Tiised 100 chickens tâ »t first yew"
1

with only the six hens tad one rooster for stookl
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Tha chi ldren were a* in teres ted i s improving the place as

we wars and t r i e d to see how many t ree s they could get s t a r t e d .

I l l you bad to do in that send wea t o break of f a cottonwood

limb end s t i c k i t into the g^$ond end i t would go to growing.

X had 40 ecres planted to co t ton . I did ac t know then that

you could plant cotton l a t e r than May and hare i t stature. After

the cot ton was up I l e t the chi ldren go in to the middle spd plant

watermelon* between the stelfcs of c o t t o n . Gn the 12th of June

came the jp$rst~st h a i l I ever scff;&n6 ruined ray co t ton .

I t l e f t ti*» f i e l d to the wttorsrelone. I aerer r a i s e d so

many melons on 40 acres i n ray l i f e , and more of them weighed 80

pounds and above than under 80 pounds. The neighbors cerae and

hauled then* o f f by the wagon loads fcr t h e i r own use- I f they

wanted to haul th»m somewhere and s o i l -them, they could have as

many as a double team hitched t o a wagon could pul l out of my

f i e l d for | l « 0 0 . One young f e l low got to coming for then and

hauling them to Vernoa to s e l l end had bought several loads whan

one evening he overloaded h i s ragon and h i s horses "oould uoV draw

i t out.* When h i s team s t a l l e d , hcTToot^d^ST>^ha*|U4&JCoTjhieJthottg

I perhaps would think he'had been greedy. I was only amused. He

octdd have had twice as many for the dol lar, i f h i s team could hsre

pul led thorn,for a l l I would nave cared. I hauled several loads to

Quanah and g o t about $6,0Q for the load and I t took me thrse days

t o n i c e the t r i p . I would load and go to t h i s s i d e of £Uorsdo~and
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., cess?. Ntxt day I got int.) ^ueaah to ssM my moloni «md get

ay groceries, ccne bactr to £ldorsdc and ccrt#£end cama in home

the a*xt day. I thought I TOS ^etti ' ig r i ch , and I 'TOO. 1 have

•ede a lo t of .aocoy In t h i s country. ! have Iraiised ac< many

potatoes tae t I hsd to rick the*: up In the f ield l ike

. Th-fty were whet we ueeS to cal l "RIOOiiR CHOKERS.P 7. -hare

raised thaa ao large thet they looioA like stuiirs ia the f ie ld .

I t3ck t̂ er?. to tr.wn S7i3 traded then for rr.rocteries at 2£$*»

bu3hel. The n e i t h e r ? could beve a l l they wanted to haul ersy.

We fad th^". to the co^a, tore-a, pigs, anO et-~ thc-n our'jalvss.

In thoae d^ya, i f 1 had t a t e r sl ipa aud ny neirhtor d?dn'^ h©

helped himiself. -Ye were neighbors, a l l of UP, end elwoys divided.

I hauled :ay ^heat tc ^uaneh er.d tcck 3'5^ a ^^shel for i t , dfyf

for cottor.^ while 40 bushels of wheat tc the eero wns goo(^, and

we got 300 bus'nela of poU'to'.s t<. the r c r e .

Ono of -y r.oi£hbo;s l - s t ;,:y- her:".;? with blind s t e^e rB end

I louned him iiorccu to Tiakc hib cro^ tnd hj-.ui his wood.

EUIuDIHC-S

1 planneu my bcrn^and house and dvoryt^iro I '.vout to Yornon
^p

or XUSUEII I brought 'JajLfillj^tkjge__B__,fetT plflnka u n t i l I hed, enough

t o b u i l d j ^ e t what I wanted and no on»j h»d a handler barn th«n I .

I coulri s tand in t:.y b a r s 9 ^ feed wy hor^i^s at cowa. I had « good

fix«d for horaos and cov»s a r o m d thva b a m , and a pxaco to kt«p
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•IX my tool* and harness end seed for the next year.

I hauled all my rood end poets from the Indian Reservation

•ltd nerer had en; trouble with the Indians. I always carried

,sorae money ami if I taw an Indian I would gire him a quarter or a

piece and they wou'd always say. "Heap him up big

load—nice fire for squaw." Some of my neighbors did not think

they ought to be paid and • onetimes the Indians would fa&ke them

ualoed their T?>cd. Sometimes rwn their horses off. We had oae

preacher who wouldn't pay. The Indians would aay when they ssvr

him, "White men, him heap ireeeh Jesus en Sunday and steal Indian

wood on Monday." It eeeaed to aie like 50 good cepquite posts

ought to be worth &Q«* of anybody•» money, end fifty were about

what we hauled at a load.

There was not any help to be hired much; everybody wae hu»y

•with his own iiat roYemente. One fall over by Martha a men lost
>

his wife end had to take Die children beck: south to his folks and

could not gather his crop. Old man Doughty sent for ma end ask«4

ao to gather his cotton* we had our new house and wanted a 1st

of things und i asked the girls what about it? He offered to pay

ae ?Qp* per hundred for picking. *?ife and son were both puny and

could tot help. The girlt

I got thos« little tow-heads up erery morning before daybreak,

loaded them into the wagon and hed thorn in the field picking by

good day-light and we would pick until we could Jurtt a«e to make
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our weighing a t randowr. The g i r l s wcuiri eat t h e i r supper ft*

•oon 6 J they &ot late- th« we*»cn en<? ws xere started home; then

they *ottld l i e 6.ru'Ji en a CiU.'lt end a leer? un t i l ve got home. I

Would oavry the l i t t l e ' on^a •'.. tr bai and the bigger ones would *

w&i:e up und walk in. Thoi? ©stray would slways htva ue • l o t of

cukoe &ad pies end neat for our luaehes. Tboae giris^piclced unt i l

tiie^r hands b le i , t'icy £ct 3:, sore, î ad i mQ~d« thoee "acreas get

up aiic treyei ih:st uin-3 ciilca et such 8 clip tbey got etone lame

iu. their Tainci feet an*!! I b»d to have them shod on the i r hind f e e t .

As we Ker:- about to rjt through en old men who vranwed raomtone to

gather uis cotton would keep ccming over to ssK us when we wer«

through -ayulCuU >e ^-ther for him. He always rede «n old white

mule. The -./veiling vre v.*erc hfvir.g cur l a s t weighin:*, we saw bia

coaiiii^; cy oit'e^t g i r l scid, wWhet about i t , r*ddy, are we going

to gcther t?jat old .nwn*̂  cc.i.ton?" "No, my dear,"^ I said. " ! •

have got osi-u '̂.: >;o winter on ar<3 S T O to spare so we tyre going

hoae to your -saury r ight now" f«nd. «e did. <!e pi ked a bale erery

ti»o deya.

aecond spr ing we wer«? out here waa a wet spr ing* I t
f

d one Say and poured torn two, Ket teesther springs were

1 had tc dig l i t t l e places out in the floor of the

fiugout and get uy two cv throe t i^es er*ry Y»i*ht and ^ip < ;\e

'water to fceay our dugout from being flooded.
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flwr. the children would be iioeiac along and get thirsty

they would dij£ out e litVia place ia the sand' and when they

would fcoe «bacfr tiiut way, there tt.mld bo a nice clear l i t t l e

pool of water frora «uioii they Quulu drink. I dug a hole end

bedded up lCv. bushels of potatoes and the r?e.ter rose right over

then aad 1 had tw take them out. The water rose in the wtll until

*s couli ciip i t out wita thd di;»p«r and 1 had tc build a curb a l l

•ro*;nd t: ...eep' iv i'roui rcuming over*

I el^a^B tied a f\jw yearlings to «eli in tho f a l l . 1 coald

get :|Q,00 for s uice rat yaarliag.

, "a planted a big orchard and tod lo ts of fruit and berries,

•ad v?5fc sure :::ic.'/ how to cooic good things to eat* tie hat* told

pcech«s et tso^tfcuts £ bushel at the orebard. Sc al<v??ya hnd

plenty to eet fci;<* aid not need t̂o eat prairie chlckent or qa«ll

btt ?;t liked tc have tiieai somfttimes.

That wet scriag every water-fcole on^the prairie wan f i l led

with fiah. ' .

This has always been a healihy country for our family. Lots--

to 88% and enough to vf»ar to keep >»•*» in winter and decently
t

» t

clad la sutomer, ^y wife, children and 1 haye done our oart to •

dtvalop this ^re*s,t fttote. . L


