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An, Intervian uith ¥r. 7. D. Sapp and Mr. Bi1l Ewing

By - Carl H. MayfieXa, Fia’d)?orkero
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. . _ TUE BIG FIRL OF 1904, -
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The Mg proiris firs in apr1),1904, will long bs~ -
) ,.Mm‘iambe'md by many eax;ly dey sattlera nf the sngtaxn part

nf what {r nov Texas County. "
’ .

-

A ur. Dobbe wap clearing o *ract'of ground for hie

PS

1mpmvemnnts an his olain? aoubbweér of ‘;I’yrone. #hile ‘

"~ turning the waeds anﬂ other rubbish a atrong south wind

-~
rs

causgad the firs to get: nput af control and 0 spmad rapid-

ly It wont north to the sand hill near the Kangas line.
-

That evening Mr. Dobbs was warfisd by others to take
planty of water and to be sm'e to put om‘. al) chips that

\
3000 bnmgLne \r.his ;gimg __This he” failed to do. :
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On the opsn range south of hia q],aim the graas 5
was very hoavy and covardd the gru’\md like a garpet. Du&'-
ing th@ night the wind ohanged $0 the north and what i‘ow
chips that were still smouldering were goon blazing and
-sparks were carried to the gma.s land. The fire spresd
rc;up«idly and before long the w_hole gountry was a8 wali of

flamea. Everyone ‘for milea around worked aevaral hours to

e

Y ¢

keep the fire £rom apmading.
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L‘V The grass along the edge of the sand hills north

~

! of §ha Bortrand ranch on the noavar River was very rank,

‘and 1n scma ;iaces was~high enough td\hide a man on a

- horss. when the fire raeohed that point the damags was A
the greateeé. Ap\that timg of the year range'cattle and (/\
horses woﬁ%d bbd down in the ﬁall gresp Auring the night

for prote tion against the c¢old winds,
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The sm ka om the fire whinh 18 always ahead of
a fire of this\kind \frapped many cattle and horses, The
cattle tried to et ¥§ the river bdut could not make it.
[

Scme of them died‘inst: tly from burns. Others aiea'the .

next day and plenty of them died for two and three days

\aftewward.

——f—ﬁﬂ\\fﬁf %'I!haghsavieap 088 wa B\ autra:re(lﬁbzs,L Jo 8:-COreen; \ —————
\
whd lost his entire h rd of © odhundrad and twentg-five

to’ a\hundrad and rirty head qt atple. Thia was the \

herd he had managad to 1 through the big blizzard ig

the spring of 1903, '
. The. Bertrand boys|lost about ‘seventy-five head of
“sattle and éevogal norses, A large part of their range :

A .
was burned 'off as was a lpt of their v
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ter foed supply.



