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- > H P **KE OF 1904, '

* • »

bil? prolrio fire iti Ap/U, 1904,will l.Ong be '̂ -

by'many early day jjo^tler^ of the eastern part

• A Mr, Dobbs* wao clearing «? r̂acfc 'of .ground for hi"

on hie claim eoutbweah of Tyrone, v/hiie

the weeds ona other rabbish a strong south wind

caused t.he firs to get out of control and to spread rapid-

ly. It went north to the sand h i l l near the Kansas line*

That evening Mr, Dobbs was warned by others to take
• • •

plenty of water end to be sure to put out a l l chips that
\

^is_tf3^1^Lj^l8_helJfeli5§_l? A**!^. _1

On the open range south of his .^laim the grass

was very heavy*and ooverdft the grtfiftid like a carpet.

ing tha hi^it the wind changed to ,the north and what few

ohlps that .were s t i l l smouldering wore soon blazing and

sparks were carried to the grass land» The fire spread

rapidly and before long the whole country was a wall of.

flasnaa. Everyone 'for miles around worked several hours to

keep the fire from spreading.
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The grass along the edge of ,thev »anfl h i l l s north
• ' * , • \ " -

1 of tlha flertrand ranch on the noavorxRiver was vory rank,

and in some place a was high enough to hide a nan on a

horse. When the fire reached that point the damage was

the greatest. At that time o:f the year range cattle and

horses woWd bed down in the t a l l grasp during the night

for protection against the cold winds* „

The snipke from the fire whioh is always ahead of

a fire of this\kind\irapped roany cat t le and horses. The

the river but could not make i t .

r

cattle tried to get

Seme of them died Unstably from burnn. Others died the
T

next day and plenty of tti\etn died for two and three days

afterward. '
suffered- by-1* Sir-Oreen s

lost nis entire h^rd of oa»-hundred and
" \ \ ' -

to'a\ hundred and ftfty\head qf ^a t t lo , iPhis was the v

herd he had managed to bull,through the big blizzard in
\ ' - r \

the sprang of 1903#

5; Bertrand boyellost about Seventy-five head of

cattle and several horseaV A large p^rt of the i r range

was burned off as tfae a lV>t of their rAlnter feed supply.


