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Field Worker . = - .
July 20, 1937 L

Interview wi th Mrs. John B. 8Sacras
Route 3. Chickssha, Okla.
Born Beptember 20, 1866
Father-Henry Stearman.
~ Mother-gElizabeth Spurgin

In the summer of 1@91. my father and motﬁer,,)
~ two brothers and ] drove into the Indian Territory,
-from Missourti. WB,hwd;th~covareé wagons, each
drswn by a paif of Misaouri mules. . | |

= . We crossed the Arkanuas Rivsr on a ferry, juet

N

below where the Arknnéaa and Verdigria r1Vera rlow

together. I remember that At the-bime, the wgtgr,
/oN

of the Vbrdigria was pretty and c}ﬁgr, while ﬁhe \

Arkaqsaa - muddy hnd dircy. %é wonﬂered why

. N

".5’3

khers was so- much differonce. _Neither stream was
— A X R

on the rise, 3
LN . .

L]

( Ve traveked'a,plain,noad,léaqiné aouﬁhwgst.

o

The grass waqigaod, and we always tried to'oamp

\

.~ near a gbrT;g or crerk ab night; 8o that we wou;d

have weter handye™We t-k ouﬁ\pime traveling, be-

cause we really didn't know whers wé,wefq going.

W

We continued tteveliug southwest and forded the, 2

9

oouth Ganadian Rivar, north of Minco. We drove

"south on the main travolod road, and oromsssd the

L

- »
. L . .
4 - X
.
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™.

- Washita River one and a.ha{f miles sast of Oh{akashe
on s toll bridge, owned by Mr, C. L. Cempbell. My
‘father decided we had come far emough, so ne'campad
on, Georgs Merchurit's farm until after my fgtha; and

. brogn\;a‘fe had gathered about one hundred end Pifty .
acres of éorn for Mr. Merchant. - s:;vﬁ
The next vear my father farmed ths 1and whera
Ohiokaaha now is. That same yeat the Rock Island
Rallroad nea built into Chickasha snd the track was
laid through my fatherts corn fiold. The railrosd

.. Jompany paid hix for destroying vhe oorn.

~L
\Q\\?\\\ \\

Before the railroad was builst we got our grOaf
eeries at Pansee, a 1ittle storb on the south side
- of the Washita River%, &Edut tbvea nilss northwast
of the present Chickasha. Mr. Jacob Descombus ran

the store and post office. Later he was the first

13

HT“

postmaster of Chickasha.
‘ Ny brotherl mado the run: into the Oharokee
strip,.but failed %o get a olaim,

R ene fourth dey. of July, 192, W hed a big
basket ﬁinnor on Line raok9 nn~she oag§ of town. A

pig platform had been built for those who danced,
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o’ -

and the dance iaatpd éll day ioﬁg, and until late that
‘night. The Square Dance was the mOB%»popular., Some
of the foremost men made spseohes, and told ue what a
wonderful country we were living in, and the agvantagaa.
that,she new rgilroad,had given us.

There werse no full-blood Indians arouné 0h§qkahha,'
but I had s;veral friends who were part_Indianf' Mra,
Jim Spsed wéé one of fhem. She was one-half Chigkasaw.

X went with ﬁer to Anadarko, one time, to an Indisan dancs.

There were several thousand Indians tlere, and they had

many -different kinds of dances. The dance lasted for

\

three or four days.

In Deoomber, 1892, I was.married to John B. Sacras.

He pas'améioyed.as a cowﬁoy,byBuckSparka_anq Florence
' Halif They paigvhim $75.99‘doilara'a~m5nth, as he wes in
chérge of asveréi‘man,.;ho yo?kod on th; rgngé, wiﬁh a
Cppek Qééon._ I sta}ed at.the'ra;ch heddquarters while my
-husband was working. Soﬁbt;@aa‘he mould be gone from homs
t%o-;r,thrba Yecka at ‘a time. . | .
. At'tho tfme w; wers married most of the‘citizqﬁblof )

Chickasha 1ived in tents, and one grocery stors owned by

¥

e
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~

Willsand Con Sneed, ;/as in a big tent, until a I;rame
butlding wes built, /(ntonh;oz{%h‘ey*aﬁdr —
. The first Ohureh 11; Chickasha was a little frame
, buiidiné; Rev. E. E. Hemilton, a Fresbyterian, was the
minister, |
| There were lota of wild tuz:keys and deer in the
Kiows aud Comanche country., In the summer my hus%:and .
killed iots <;f young turkeys whlch I fried. In the .
‘;’all he killed .both tuirkeysand dgor. \
There were lots of dewberries'a'nd blackbterries
and pl;zms, in most every little bunch Of timber. We -
~ gathered them in’t:.he fall and I made timm ixﬁ;o Jelly.

)

¥
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