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~ 'Fleld Worker: laurice R, Anderson
. ' _April 10, 1987

BIQGRAPHY OF. ‘Mr. F. M. Sarders (White)

"Pauls Vllloy;\szmm

BORN Arkanges
. . 1869

" PARENTS Fether, Vesloy Sanders .
: ' ‘Hother, Mary Jane, ..
Parents deceased.

~

a**********iﬁ*a%***#¥*ﬁ****ﬁ*****&*******y%«ﬁk*ﬁ%&*%****&**%»»**g@ :

St:ory told by x:;_. F, ¥, Sanders, born 1869-. in

srkanses. I ceme to tXe Indlan Territory in 1888y 1 \ga? eightoon‘
years old. I came to Talihinz, in the Chootaw nation. X went to
" work for Nr, Hemry Graggy who owned & sew mill. That was a rough

country fheg;. There were lots of Chostaw Indian living around
: ‘TaJ.ihim. I got noquainted with lote of the Indian boys and have
had,.lots of fun going to their dances. I have seen the Choctaw
Indians hold thier dances two weeks ot e time, Pioy would cook,
) e'e.t ;.nd aieep right where they held their dt;nce;. I have danced
with thom lots of times, They were friendly and when white pcople
cafiae 10 their dances the (Indiano would line up md:he vamen
would 1line up in front of the men a.x;d that was how thoyldancod.
I have gona to the India.ns churoh, when you weni 1n.,the anr.an
Indis.n man would meet vou and tako yourhat and if you did not have
on a coat he would give you one to wear unitil. the service was over.,
The men 'would sit on one sids of the house and the women on the otizor

side of the houae,%}f.ﬁen prea:c!*.iug wag over, al Indian man ‘would be
at the door and give you your hat, and toke the coat if he had led

. You have ons. - ‘ . '
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'l‘hnre we.e lota of geme to hunt for then, I have ki.ued
deor. turkey and wild hoga. .

I married. b!ies Ora Gzagg, July 3, 1894, She was_the daugh-
ter of the man I we.. to work for when I first came to the Indian
_.Territory. I hed been working for her father about six yoars, when
wo wore married. Her father owned lote of land around Talihina,

80 for o wedding present he told her to pick out a place whers

she van‘hed her -house built, so early the ﬁext morning my vife went
. down the road abnu‘b e quarter of a mile from where her father lived
‘and staked ofi’ e place. I was working_at the saw mill that qay
about nine o olock, Nr, Gragg ceme to the mill and called the men
off and talked o them ewhile. Then he come over where I was and

' .saici ’ “"Lets go to town". So I got in the buggy and we drove to

Ta.ihim, about five milee. We atayed all day .got home about

‘-o‘?J .;

five o'clﬂok. Af'ber We p\ut the tean up I went in the huusooI ankod
. my mothar-in-law where my wife was.Sha s2id "At home, whers you
ought to be" Then éhé‘*old mo abou'i; my new\houee'. While Mr. Gragg
and I wore in town -the men e.t the. mill had built me a two room
house and had moved what fow things my uii‘s and 1 owned 1nto-dt.
That mede me feal very Proud of my &thor-inugw.‘ He was more liko
e ma.l father to me. My mother died when I was small and I

never saw much of my father. I wes réered by my mother‘e pb’mle
until-I was eightsen year old, then I left them 'and. oame :bp,,,the ‘

o

Indian Territory. . B

¥pr, Gragg was a fine man. I Jheve sasn
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built bnd let them pay him as they could. There was not much farming

.~
s

done around Talihire. The uiggest farms in cultivation S about,

five mores, that would be in corn, béape,"péaa‘andt potatoes.

o .
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I workéd with my fathereimelsw until 1907, then I moved '

v

to Fauls Valley, and farmed for sqverél feai'a ruising corn and

P
cotton, : 3 \
I now live in l'auls Velley, where I run & blackemith shop.
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